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View from Behind  the Steering Wheel 

By Creig Houghtaling 

Annual Drive/Picnic 

(and Meeting) 

15 June 2010 

   It‘s that time of the year in greater St Louis: serious storms 
are almost a daily occurrence and are always guaranteed to 
liven up things, particularly if they occur late afternoon during 
rush hour, when seemingly normal Missouri and Illinois drivers 
decide to engage in a spirited contest of ―Bumper Car.‖   

   Such was the case the afternoon of Tuesday, 15 June.  At 3 
PM the chances for the club‘s annual drive/picnic/meeting 
looked about as dark and the heavy clag that was spitting rain 
and lightning over the region.  BUT, the storms passed, the 
skies cleared, the state troopers and DOT crews cleared the 
wrecks from the afternoon I-55/64/70/270 hydroplane races 
(with nary a sign of ―Miss Budweiser‖).  With the end of the 
heavy weather. the SLTOA crew traveled to Love Park for the 
proceedings.  

   Chef Karl arrived early and got the fires stoked for brats and 
the cars and members started arriving about 6 PM.  Besides 
Triumphs and a couple of domestic sedans (saloons?), the 
parking lot session also included a look at an Avanti and a soli-
tary Mini. At 7:40 PM, following dinner and story-swapping, 
Creig called the meeting to order and immediately went into the 

(Continued on page 7) 

   Welcome to summer in St. Louis.  Now that it is hot and dry, most are either out enjoy-
ing their little British car, or retreating to the air-conditioning some where.  But even with 
the heat, there are a few who are diligently making progress on their projects.  I've got to 
admit I have fallen into the "retreating to the air conditioning" category.  But I don't apolo-
gize, because I've learned that it isn't the cars that hold any value, but the friends that I 
have made.  No matter how much or how little I get done on any of my cars, my friends 
are always the best! 

(Continued on page 3) 

By Kathy Kresser  

   Wooster, Ohio: what a terrific location for top down driving.  
The rolling hills and twisty roads are excellent.   It would be 
hard to find hillsides, pastures and trees any greener than the 
countryside of Wooster in Holmes County.  This is Amish and 
Mennonite country for sure.  Sharing the road and parking lots 
with horse and buggy is considerably different from sharing 
with a bicycle.  Look at the photos where the two are mixed.  
Drivers had to use caution topping a hill.  The field plowing and 
cutting of hay by the Amish is a throwback to earlier times.     
The lack of power tools does not limit the beauty they have 
created in their yards and pastures.   

   I say it every year, so here it is – there is nothing like an unin-
terrupted string of 60 or more beautiful Triumphs rolling down 
the road for an early morning breakfast run.  It is a stunning 
sight and many locals were out and admired the procession.   

   After the breakfast, we enjoyed a trip on the famous Mid Ohio 
racetrack.  For obvious liability issues, speeds are less fast 
than most drivers would appreciate.    It was a hubbub of activ-

(Continued on page 6) 

TRA 2010! 

Wooster, OH 

16-20 June 2010 

The Members of the St Louis  

Triumph Owners Association  

extend their deepest  

sympathy to Mel and Gail 

Palentin and family on the  

passing of  their son,  

Brian S. Palentin,  

June 12, 2010 

Photos by Chris & Kathy Kresser 
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Calendar 

 

8-10 Jul 10—14
th

 Annual BritishV8 Meeting, Indianapo-

lis, IN.  We‘re informal; there‘s no club here and no car 
show either, just come prepared to have fun and to share 
ideas on improving some of the world‘s most wonderful 
automobiles.  Details at www.britishv8.org/british-v8-
meetings.htm.  

9-10 Jul 2010—7
th

 Annual LLCC MotorSports Club 
Car Show, on the main campus of Lincoln Land Commu-

nity College, Springfield, IL.  Free cruise-in Friday, 4-10 
PM; car show Saturday, 8 AM-4 PM.  For more information 
call up www.oldried.com/events/3879185.html or contact 
Dick Rogers at (800)727-4161, ext 62417 or 
dick.rogers@licc.edu.  

11 Jul 10—St Louis SCCA Region Solo No. 8, Gateway 

International Raceway.  Info: www.stlsolo.org/
eventsschedule. 

20 Jul 10—SLTOA Monthly Meeting, John Lamberg‘s 

23-25 Jul 10—Wabash Valley 
Spit-Together, North American 
Spitfire Squadron, Best Western 

Terre Haute Inn, IN.  Events include a 
cookout, Saturday drive to the Parke 
County covered bridges, Car show 

and afternoon car wash at Show-Me‘s Restaurant.  More 
info at www.nasshq.org/spittogether/index.html.  

24 Jul—Saturday Cars & Coffee for Sporting Cars, 
Starbucks, 9616 Manchester/Rock Hill Plaza, 8:45-10:30 
AM.  Open to all makes and marques, all eras and it‘s not 
a show or concours.  We‘ll meet at the Starbucks about 
two blocks west of McKnight and Rock Hill Road.  More 
info: ML Hillard, (630)272-1792, mlhillard@sbcglobal.net  

26-30 Jul—The Roadster Factory‘s Summer Party 
2010, hosted by Charles Runyan and TRF, Armagh, PA.  

Web page at www.the-roadster-factory.com, for info call 
(800)234-1104 or email trfmail@aol.com.  

31 Jul-1 Aug 10—SCCA Regional/National Races, 
Gateway International Raceway, IL.  Info: www.midiv.org/
Code/Calendar.htm or www.gatewayraceway.com/.  

1 Aug 10—St Louis SCCA Region Solo No. 9, Gate-
way International Raceway.  Info: www.stlsolo.org/

eventsschedule. 

7 –8 Aug 10—23
rd

 Heartland British Auto Fest, hosted 

by the Quad City British Auto Club in the village of East 
Davenport.  Info:  

        www.qcbac.home.mchsi.com/events%20calendar.htm.  

15 Aug 10—St Louis SCCA Region Solo No. 10, Gate-

way International Raceway.  Info: www.stlsolo.org/
eventsschedule. 

17 Aug 10—SLTOA Monthly Meeting, Andy Stark‘s haci-

enda.  

21 Aug—Saturday Cars & Coffee for Sporting Cars, 
Starbucks, 9616 Manchester/Rock Hill Plaza, 8:45-10:30 
AM.   

19-22 Aug 10—O‘Reilly Auto Parts Vintage Grand 
Prix, Heartland Park, Topeka/Forbes Field, KS.  Tri-
umph  is  the featured marque, info at 

www.heartlandvintageracing.com.   

4-5 Sept 10—All British Car & Cycle Meet, Kansas 

City, MO, hosted by the Kansas City All British Associa-

tion.  Info: Dave (816)254-5614 bkyoung@planetkc.com or 
call up www.kcallbritish.com.  

9-11 Sept 10—2010 TRials, sponsored by 6-Pack.  

Hueston Woods Resort & Conference Center, Oxford, OH.  
Events will include a BBQ and possible rental of the new 
Bluegrass Motorsports Park.  For more information, call up 
http://triumphtrials.jimdo.com/.  

10 Sept 10—Welcome BBQ for the 
St Louis ABCC, hosted by All British 

Car Repair, details to follow. 

10 Sept 10—Annual St Louis All 
British Car & Cycle Show, Creve 

Coeur Lake Park.  Website at 
www.allbritishcarshow.com, online regis-
tration now available.  

12 Sept 10—24
th

 Annual British Car Festival, Oakton 

Community College-Des Plaines Campus, IL, hosted by 
the British Car Union, 9 AM-2 PM.  Info: 
wsk@elanengr.com or call up www.britishcarunion.com.  

17-18 Sept 10—Brits in the Ozarks All British Car & 
Cycle Show, hosted by the British Iron Touring Club of 

Northwest Arkansas at the University of Arkansas Agri 
Park, Fayetteville.  For information contact Bill Watkins at 
(479)636-2168 or Doug Schrantz at (479)636-9172.  

19 Sept 10—St Louis SCCA Region Year-End Solo 
event, Gateway International Raceway.  Info: 

www.stlsolo.org/eventsschedule.   

21 Sept 10—SLTOA Monthly Meeting 

24-26 Sept 10—SLTOA Indiana Covered Bridges 

Tour, see next page.  

25 Sept 10—Saturday Cars & Coffee for Sporting 
Cars, Starbucks, 9616 Manchester/Rock Hill Plaza, 8:45-

10:30 AM.   

19 Oct 10—SLTOA Monthly Meeting 

1-2 Oct 10—Memphis Euro Auto Fest, sponsored by 

British Sports Car, Ltd of Memphis.  Event supports Youth 
Villages, for information see www.memphisbritishcars.org/.  

7-10 Oct 10—Triumphest 2010: A 
British Invasion (aka ―Sgt Pep-
pers Lonely Sports Car Club‖), 
hosted by the Triumph Sports Car Club 
San Diego, in Del Mar, CA.  Events in-
clude hospitality party, funcours, darts 
tournament, funkhana, scenic drive, fun 
rallye and autocross (―for real this 
time!‖).  Info: www.triumphest.com/.  
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    I talked to Karl Schmidt this morning.  He was suggesting a 
late afternoon, early evening drive through some of the beautiful 
rolling hills of Jefferson County.  By the time you read this in the 
newsletter this event will be past.  He will communicate the time 
and details on the SLTOA email list.  I know some might be dis-
appointed that they missed hearing about the drive, but some 
drives have to be done on short notice so that a day with decent 
weather can be selected.  

   So if you have an email address, are not on the email mailing 
list, and would like to be on the list, here is how it works.  Go on 
line to www.sltoa.org.  Over on the left is a link to the Mailing 
List.  Click on that link and a new window opens to subscribe to 
the SLTOA Triumphs mailing list.  Put in your email address and 
click "subscribe".  It is just that easy!  After you have subscribed 
you will get any email that other subscriber sends to tri-
umphs@sltoa.org.  If you want to communicate with the group, 
all you have to do is send an email to triumphs@sltoa.org and 
that email will be forwarded to all members who have sub-
scribed to the list.  If you receive an email that is forwarded to 
you from someone on the list, you can click reply and carry on 
the conversation in as much detail as you wish.  This is a good 
way to ask for help on your Triumph.  Or to find parts.  Or as in 
the case that inspired this note, to plan a last-minute club event. 

    At our picnic meeting last month, member turnout was lighter 
than average.  I know one person who missed it because he 
forgot what day the meeting was on.  If I would have sent out an 
email reminder a day or two ahead of the meeting, he would 
have remembered and would have been there.  So this month I 
will send out an additional reminder either Sunday or Monday 
night ahead of the meeting.  If anyone can think of other things 
we can do to encourage club participation, please let me know.  

   Hope to see a good turnout at John Lamberg's this month!  

      - Creig 

Behind the Steering Wheel (Continued from page 1) Join Us! 

SLTOA Covered Bridges  
Tour of Indiana 

24-26 September 2010 

   In Rockville, Parke County, Indiana, the ―Covered Bridge 
Capital of the World,‖ about 35N of Terre Haute on US 41. 

   Hosted by SLTOA, members and cars of the MG Club of 
St Louis, Gateway Healey and other regional LBC clubs are 
cordially invited.  You can drive your LBC, trailer your LBC to 
Rockville and drive from the meeting point or for that matter, 
drive any car you want.  

   The favored resting place is Granny‘s Farm Bed & Break-
fast.  They‘ll block out rooms for our group and each room 
comes with a loo.  Each day will bring a tour on one of the 
region‘s covered bridge loops, approximately 35-miles-long 
each with a total of 31 bridges available for driving, walking 
or photographing.  

   Other lodging is available in the vicinity.  To sign up and 
get more information, please contact Karl Schmitt at (636)
797-4203 or at targetguy39@hotmail.com.   

 
www.coveredbridges.com  
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Annual European Auto Show 

   The skies were clear, the hu-
midity high…and then the clouds 
rolled in, followed by a brief, 
major rainstorm – which sent the 
participants scrambling to raise 
tops and roll up windows – fol-
lowed by more clear skies and 
even higher humidity.  The con-
cessions undoubtedly sold lots 
of bottled water and the blacktop 
heat at Plaza Frontenac most 
de f in i te l y  fe l l  i n to  t he 
―oppressive‖ category.  But who 
cares?  Once again, more than 200 cars showed as did the 
crowds, resulting in another fun and entertaining European 
Auto Show.  

   This year‘s Triumph contingent numbered seven, including 
four members of SLTOA along with guests from the South 
Texas Triumph Association (STTA) of San Antonio.  Sorry, Bob 
Wills fans, Rose didn‘t make it this year but Tom & Karen 
Schwennessen did, in their 1970 TR6.  They were in the 

neighborhood visiting 
family and friends in 
several locations – 
primarily Centralia – 
and figured a day at 
the show was just the 
ticket; Tom, an Air 
Force retiree, actually 
grew up in Wentzville 
and admitted to doing 
a tour at Scott AFB at 
some point in his past.   

  They wound up man-
ning the second Tri-
umph line, alongside 
David Layton and 
―Seriously Red,‖ his 
1966 TR4A.  Initially 
we hoped to get Dave 
and ―Red‖ in the main 
lineup of cars at the 

north end of the lot, but unfortunately the owner of a screaming 
orange somewhat modified ‘72 Austin Mini took the last avail-
able slot .  The Mini itself was a piece of work: 1.3 Suzuki out 
of a Swift, turbocharged, running 25 pounds of boost and de-
veloping 347 horsepower at the front end (whuf!).   

   Kevin and Dee Blume showed up in their latest acquisition, a 
‘72 TR6 which they recently retrieved from Baltimore, MD.  It 
came with the factory hardtop and they looked rather amused 
when everyone else scrambled to cover their cars during the 
first round of heavy rain.  Speaking of scrambling, Sam Meller 
and fiancé Sarah Ulrich didn‘t have a top for their immaculate 
1973 Triumph Stag but they did come with tarps, which quickly 
went into place.  Sam noted the Stag has a Ford Cologne 2.8 
liter V-6 in place of the original Triumph 2.5 liter V-8 (which led 
to a conversation over the open hood of the Houghtaling ma-
roon TR8: ―You mean that‘s not the same engine?!‖).   Sam 
gainfully listened to tales of SLTOA; he and Sarah should be-
come members of the club before too long (hey, we can always 
use another Stag, eh?).   

   Otherwise, the range of vehi-
cles on display proved highly 
entertaining.  They included 
Hyman‘s French 1912 Gobron-
Brillie with wood ―skiff 
body‖ (boat tail)  and dual rear 
wheels/tires; a 1931 Chenard-
Walcker ―tank racer;‖ a 1930 
Austin Swallow with 14 
screamin‘ horsepower; 1955 
Bandini Siluro; 1972 Austin 
Mini panel van; a brace of clas-
sic 1950s-1960s Alfa Romeos; 

an almost equally large group of classic Jaguar XKs; and a 
1964 Renault Dauphin 40 (when was the last time you saw an 
operating Dauphin?).  And, of course, lots of Ferraris (including 
a ‘66 330 California Spyder, ‘66 330 GT 2+2 and an early ‗70s 
Daytona), Porsches, Lotii, BMWs, several Lamborghinis and a 
single Bugatti EB 16.4 Veyron (quad turbo W16, 987 bhp, 253 
mph, $1.7 million.  The line forms at the right…). 

   This year‘s seven Triumphs probably set the contemporary 
record for participation at the annual European Auto Show and 
with proceeds going to the Shriners Hospital for Children, it 
remains a worthy cause…and fun to boot.  See y‘all next year.  

2010 European Auto Show Triumphs 

1963 TR3A      Dennis DeGroot 

1965 Volvo PV544    Chris Kresser   SLTOA 

1966 TR4A      David Layton                 SLTOA 

1970 TR6      Tom & Karen Schwennessen STTA 

1972 TR6      Kevin & Dee Blume  SLTOA 

1973 Stag      Sam Meller & Sarah Ulrich 

1974 TR6      Ted & Lisa Ciampola 

1980 TR8      Mark Morgan (Houghtaling) SLTOA 

*Honorary Triumph 

 

2010 European Auto Show Editor‘s Awards 

   Yup, here we go again with the highly unofficial Exhaust 
Notes editor‘s awards for the 2010 European Auto Show.   

The ―No Way I‘m Taking That Car On I-70‖ Award: (tie), 
1930 Austin Swallow and 1955 Bandini Siluro 

―There Will Always Be An England‖ Award: 1938 Jaguar 
SS 2½ liter Two-Position Drop Head Coupe 

The ―Grievous Excess‖ Award: (tie) 2010 Bugatti Veyron 
and 1972 Austin Mini w/1.3L Suzuki engine 

―Most Exotic‖ 
Award: 1912 
Gobron-Brillie 
12CV 

―Long Dis-
tance‖ Award: 
Tom and Karen 
Schwennessen, 
San Antonio, 
TX 

The Schwennessens from Texas 

Bandini and Austin (full size) 
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Work In Progress... 

   Jack Fancher proposed ―Work in Progress‖ as a regular feature in Exhaust Notes and your editorial staff is more than happy to 
oblige!  It should be fun seeing cars come together from various conditions over the coming months/years/decades/millennia; if 
you‘ve got a new acquisition that you‘re fixing up or an old family reliable that‘s undergoing a rebuild and would like to ge t the 
word out, please forward some photos and a few bullets about your work to the editor.   

Joel Brecount‘s 
1969 Spitfire Mk3—

This is the Spit at the 
May meeting and in the 
June Exhaust Notes: 
Joe took off the body all 
by himself, which re-
sulted in hoots, gasps 
and other sounds of 
approval from the mem-
bership (and Joel men-
tioned his son Hogan 
actually ―provided the 
muscle‖ for the effort).   

Andy Stark‘s GT6—Andy wrote, ―Here is 

my next project.  Really, really rough GT6 
but it is a Mk1.5 and has overdrive.  It also 
has a spare overdrive, engine, etc.‖  
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British Invasion 

Ted Drewes, Tuesday 

17 June 

   Ten LBCs turned out 
Tuesday night for one 
of the MG Club of St 
Louis‘ periodic ―British 
Invasion‖ gatherings: 
four Triumphs (two 
Spits, the Spit6 and a 

                                     

On the                                   

Town! 

 

TR8); two MGs (one MGA and one late B-model); and a Sun-
beam Tiger.  Great ice cream/concretes as always at Ted 
Drewes‘ and yes, the cars generated a good amount of atten-
tion.   

 

Saturday Cars 
& Coffee for 

Sporting Cars 

Starbucks, Satur-

day 19 June  

   Well, if the TR8 
had started Sat AM, 
o n e  T r i u m p h 
would‘ve made the 
monthly coffeehouse gathering.  As is, quite a selection of 
BMWs, Porsches, Jags, the two red Sunbeam Tigers, three 
MGs, an Austin-Healey Sprite and one Corvette.  Highly enter-
taining; the next Cars & Coffee is scheduled for 24 July.  

ity with many tractor-trailers unloading racecars for a big race 
that weekend.  It was exciting.   

   How many different ways are there to set up a show field?  
This show field included a long, straight line of Triumphs set on 
the cut grass right at the curb.      Multiple colors mixed and 
matched against the deep blue sky.  The judges busied them-
selves with judging and car owners examined and enjoyed the 
display and camaraderie.   

   A s  e x -
pected, the 
annual auc-
tion included 
a full house of 
a t t e n d e e s 
ready to shout 
their bids.  
There were 
some prime 
items this 
year – such 

as the three boxes of unknown parts.  Other items are not so 
popular, like the set of aging tires.   

   The show closed with the banquet where participant choice 
awards are given.  In addition, the suspense of the Concours 
de Elegance competition ends with the announcement of the 
points scored and trophies given in each class plus the Best of 
Show winner.  Chris Kresser was pleased with his 2nd place 
win in Concours judging for the TR3A class.   

TRA 2010! (Continued from page 1) Next year the TRA Meet moves to Fort Wayne, Indiana.  Per-
haps more St. Louis Triumph owners will attend.  See you there! 

Proofread by Anice Etz 
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counting the first intermittent windshield wipers, the first self-
dimming headlights and the first anti-theft starter interrupt de-
vices among its several inventions.  The company has long 
extolled safe driving practices, as exemplified by its motto: ―Get 
home before dark.‖  

   Lucas‘ EV will be based on a design originally conceived in 
1968.  The company had intended to build the EV during the 
1970s but the plans were though destroyed when the com-
pany‘s then chief engineer‘s car caught fire.  The blueprints 
were recently rediscovered in fine shape in a back room, after 
having been overlooked for decades due to poor lighting.  

     - via Dave Massey 

Lucas EV (Continued from page 10) 

treasurer‘s report.  The club finished last month with $2603.58 
in the bank, added two deposits totaling $55.00 for a balance 
as of 15 June of $2658.58.  In other words, we‘re good.  

   The prez then called for a round of applause for Chef Karl 
Schmit, happily delivered by the membership.  Karl got to talk-
ing about the proposed Indiana covered bridges tour and an-
nounced it‘d take place the third weekend of September, with a 
weather backup of the fourth weekend.   He‘s selected a B&B 
as the primary lodging and will block out rooms but noted 
plenty of ―mom & pop‖ motels are available in the vicinity.  Plan 
on a Friday AM departure with first tour upon arrival Friday 
afternoon; two tours on Saturday; and one tour on Sunday prior 
to departure.  The MG Club of St Louis plans to join us on the 
excursion; watch for more details in the next two issues of the 
newsletter.  

   At this point in the meeting someone asked, ―Where are 
President Emeritus/Current Vice President Craig Madsen and 
John Lamberg?‖  The answer?  At Busch Stadium, watching 
the Cardinals put away the Seattle Mariners 4-2.  While a few 
members expressed support for the decision to see the Cards, 
the majority responded with assorted rude comments about 
Craig and John‘s background, heritage and priorities (yeah, but 
we love ‘em anyway).   

   Getting back to 
upcoming events, 
word got out that 
Chris and Kathy 
Kresser planned to 
drive to Holmes 
County, OH, for 
the upcoming TRA 
National Meet.  
The club also has 
a contingent of 
four to six planning 
to make the road 
trip to Terre Haute 
at the end of July 
for the Wabash 
V a l l e y  S p i t -
Together, hosted 
by the North 
American Spitfire 
Squadron.  The 

SLTOA Picnic (Continued from page 1) third weekend of August brings the annual O‘Reilly Auto Parts 
Vintage Grand Prix at Heartland Park south of Topeka, KS, 
adjacent to the former Forbes Air Force Base.  Apparently 
some in the club are considering a drive; the featured marquee 
for the race weekend is Triumph and Cas Kastner and several 
Group 44 cars are expected to make an appearance.  Finally, 
there‘s also talk of attending The Roadster Factory‘s big annual 
summer party in Armagh, PA, near Johnstown/east of Pitts-
burgh.  As always, monitor the activities calendar in the news-
letter and/or on the SLTOA web page.  

   AND, as always, the editor asked the assembled multitude to 
take notes (or write a few bullets) and get photos when they 
attend and participate in ―out of area‖ events.  He also talked 
up the recently completed St Louis European Auto Show at 
Plaza Frontenac, which saw seven Triumphs participate this 
year.  Details are elsewhere in this edition of Exhaust Notes.  

   Finally, Karl noted the MG Club of St Louis had called an-
other ―British invasion,‖ this month‘s even taking place at Ted 
Drewes‘ stand on Chippewa.  He invited all to attend as there‘s 
usually a pretty good turnout as well as an excellent chance to 
see other LBCs and their owners.  

   Jack Fancher reminded the membership to keep the ―Work in 
Progress‖ reports going to the newsletter (see page 5) and that 
was it for the evening.   El Presidente called the proceedings to 
a close at 7:50 PM.   

 

Welcome New Members! 
 

Ken and Pam Pingel 
August, MO 

 
1975 TR6 

 
(whoo-hoo, wine country and some great driving terrain.  

Welcoming road trip anyone?) 
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   Ah, le Mans, the scene of the historic – and more often than 
not, dramatic – 24-hour endurance race (as well as the subject 
of one of the great racing movies).  In 1960, les 24 Heures du 
Mans saw something unique from one of England‘s great 
sports car manufacturers: three very highly modified (and that‘s 
an understatement) TR3s.  

   Designated TR-S, the cars featured modern, custom-built 
fiberglass bodies, 2.2-litre 125 hp dual overhead cam engines 
and four-wheel disk brakes.  From the windshield back they 
looked like TR4s; conversely, the front end design vaguely 
resembled a Sunbeam Alpine.  Standard-Triumph Competition 
developed the cars, described as ―similar‖ to the TR3 but with 
several ―significant‖ upgrades and changes:  

   Note the wider track, the anti roll bar as standard 
equipment, the increased wheel-base to take care of 
the larger power plant and the all important weight fac-
tor.  The TR-S is 132 pounds lighter than the TR3, has 
at least 25 additional horsepower and 1500 or more 
extra RPM to draw on. 

   In the 25-26 June 1960 race, Triumph entered three cars in 
the two-liter ―Sports 2000‖ class and all three finished, placing 
3rd, 4th and 5th in class.  The lead car, driven by Keith Ballisat 
and Marcel Becquart, came in 22nd overall, followed by Les 
Leston/Mike Rothschild, 23rd and Peter Bolton/Ninian Sander-
son 24th.  The cars averaged about 90-100 mph each lap and 
hit 150 on the straights, not bad for a small-displacement Tri-
umph.  

   Brits Ted Lund and Colin Escott won the Sports 2000 class, 
placing 12th overall in an MGA Twin-Cam. Oliver Gendebien 
and Paul Frere took overall race honors in a 
Ferrari 250 Testa Rossa, followed by another 
Testa Rossa driven by Andre Pilette, Ricardo 
Rodriguez and brother Pedro Rodriguez.  In 
fact, Ferraris took 6 of the top 10 spots in the 
race, broken only by Aston Martin DBR1s in 
third (Roy Salvadori/Jim Clark) and ninth 
places (Ian Baillie/Jack Farman); John Fitch 
and Bob Grossman in Briggs Cunningham‘s 
Corvette in eighth place; and Herbert Linge/
Heini Walter in a Porsche 356B Abarth GTL in 
tenth.  

   Afterwards, Triumph engineers praised the 
race as a ―test for products under develop-
ment.‖  However, as  an article in the Triumph 
Sports Owners Association Newsletter stated:  

…the TR-S will not be put into production or sold to the 
public.  It will continue to undergo testing and develop-
ment as an experimental model.   Contrary to any ru-
mors that you may have heard, the dual overhead cam 
engine will not be made optional in the TR3. 

   The team returned to le Mans in 1961, again with three cars 
although they now carried the designation TR4-S.   Again, they 
all finished, this time 9th (Bolton/Ballisat), 11th (Les Leston/Rob 
Slotemaker) and 15th (Becquart/Rothschild).  Americans Mas-
ten Gregory and Bob Holbert took the Sport 2.0 class honors in 
a Porsche 718 RS61 Spyder while Oliver Gendebien and Phil 
Hill got the overall victory in a Ferrari 250 TR61.   

   Of the 55 cars which started the race, only 22 finished; the 
three Triumphs took the checkered flag in formation, the only 
complete team to survive the endurance race.  AND, as the 
TSOA Newsletter happily noted, the three TR4-Ss finished in 
front of several other British sports cars including a Sunbeam 
Alpine, a couple of Aston Martins, an Austin Healey 3000 and 
two Lotii.   

   Standard Triumph would return to le Mans three years later, 
entering three modified Spitfires; we presented that story in the 
December 2008 edition of Exhaust Notes.    

   As for the impact of the TR-S on Triumph product planning, 
the visually similar TR4 debuted in 1961 but a twin-cam engine 
didn‘t appear in a production sports car until much later.   In 
19xxx Triumph parked the 2.0 liter 16-valve twin-cam from the 
Dolomite Sprint in a variant of the TR7, creating the Sprint.  
Xxx 

   As for the four TR-Ss, reportedly they all still exist in private 
hands and surprisingly, more may find their way to race tracks.  
In 2006 and 2008 Revington TR of Somerset, England, ran a 
reproduction TR-S in the Le Mans Classic.  Owner Neil Reving-
ton is now offering copies of his aluminum-body replica for 
about £35,000/$53,600. 

In 2007 Dave Hutchinson of Ragtops & Roadsters, Myrtle 
Beach, SC, brought one of the original le Mans warriors, No. 
25 (the Becquart/Rothschild ‗61 car), to VTR‘s North American 
Triumph Challenge in Valley Forge, PA, and even did a demo 
run on the autocross course.  By all accounts, the yellow-nosed 
rare Triumph was a major hit.   

Sources:TSOA Newsletter, July 1960; Jigsaw Racing Ser-
vices, jigsawracingservices.co.uk/lemans.htm; Revington TR, 
www.revingtontr.com.  

Backwards Glance: the Triumph TR-S 

The Leston/Slotemaker TR4-S, le Mans 1961.  Source: jmcrac-
ing.online.fr.  

The Revington TRS 
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‗65 TR4—In eastern Iowa.  I‘ve owned the car for over 20 

years and it has always been stored in a garage.  Since 
2008 carbs rebuilt, master brake and clutch cylinders re-
built, front suspension rebuilt, front and rear brakes rebuilt, 
steering column rebuilt, front shocks replaced, engine 
valves adjusted. Asking $7450 or best offer, Brent Foss, 
(319)848-8212 or bdtlfoss@aol.com (VTR Classifieds).  

66 TR4A—BRG w/black interior, restored, $8000 in receipts.  

Sunrise Beach, MO, call (573)434-2144 (Hemmings Motor 
News) 

67 Spitfire—

Car has 12,000 
miles, motor has 
112,000 but was 
told it was rebuilt 
when I pur-
chased it two 
years ago.  Did 
full frame-off res-
toration of body 
and interior, paint 
not flawless but it 
looks fair for a 45

-year-old daily driver, also had the bumpers rechromed.  
No radio, has new battery, new carb jets, new rubber 
hoses on the carb, comes with spare tire and extra new 
generator and fuel pump.  Asking $5800, contact for addi-
tional photos, Rick Kargus, rkargus@revealexhibits.com or 
cell (314)800-9737.   

 TR4A—Older restoration with wire wheels, green w/black 

interior, IRS, asking $6000.  Don Morylak, Park Ridge, IL 
(847)890-3212 

67 TR4A – Highly modified, electronic port fuel injection, cus-

tom chassis and suspension, sound system, navigation, 
etc.  Call for details: The Healey Works, Lawton, IA, (800)
251-2113 or www.healeywerks.com (Hemmings Motor 
News).  

‗67 Triumph 2000—SE model 4-door saloon, 69K, cactus 

green/red, car driven and maintained in show condition, 
BW35 auto transmission, many spare parts.  Had car 37 
years, am selling due to illness and age, inquire at (217)
423-3501, Decatur, IL (Hemmings).  

‗70 TR6—Blue, ground-up restoration, more details than can 

be listed here, car smells new and looks like it just came 
off the Coventry production line.  $19,500, Arlie King, call 
either (314)713-9482 or (314)623-1980 and we‘ll get back 
to you.  Full listing at www.vtr.org/classifieds/detail.php?
siteid=4698 (VTR Classifieds). 

72 TR6—All original, 62K miles, same owner 30 years, always 

garaged.  $7600, Evansville, IN, call (812)963-6137 for 
information and photos (Hemmings Motor News) 

‗72 TR6—Green with tan interior, 113,000 miles, Florida car 

with many new parts including front end, brakes and 
clutch.  Asking $9000.   Contact Steve Engert, Washing-
ton, MO, (636)667-6580 or sengert1@yahoo.com. 

‗76 TR6—One owner, 66,300 miles, brown with chestnut 

interior, maintained (not restored/never painted).  Has 

SLTOA Classifieds 

Michelin red lines, electronic ignition, stainless mufflers/
exhaust, new front suspension, original soft top and ton-
neau cover, some minor body rust.  Asking $15K, Bill 
Schuler, Willowbrook, IL.  Contact: (630)794-0000 or 
schuler@att.net (VTR Classifieds)  

76 Spitfire—Runs great!  

Convertible top, hard-
top and tonneau 
cover, new carpet, 
new walnut steering 
wheel, electric radia-
tor fan, dual exhausts 
and automatic trickle 
charger.  Asking 
$5000, call George 
Most (314)822-7437.   

For sale—Used TR6 A-type overdrive transmission and over-

drive, $900 OBO.  Creig Houghtaling (314)401-7817.  

For sale—Two oval Longflo air filters, never used, $35 for 

both.  Wheel dollies, great condition, $80 for four, $45 for 
two.  Free stack of Sports and Exotic Car magazines with 
purchase.  John, jj.bush@sbcglobal.net or (314)821-
4154  evenings. 

Available—If someone is in need of a wooden shipping box to 

lock down and ship a differential please let me know as I 
have one that the club can use.   Mark Marshall, 
mark.marshall@bwdesigngroup.com.  

   And...for the more adventurous members, something off eBay 
Motors (Note: the car is/was in Columbia and the auction closed 
on 22 June.  However, as of 18 June the Spit only had one bid 
to its credit; if you‘re really interested in this beast, call up eBay 
motors, it may very well still be available)(BTW, the spelling is 
as presented in the ad):  

‗73 Spitfire— ―V-6, pur-

est need not ap-
ply.   This eye 
catching, Bright 
red, Hyperactive 
V-6, none stock 
Spitfire is the 
ipitomy of fun 
and G Force 
wrapped up in 
one small car. (It 
just doesn't know its small).  This car was a father son 
project and a ton of money was invested.  Although, It 
not fully complete at this time, a small investment of 
time and resource will make this Spit fly.  It is road 
ready with just minor details to finish.  Included with the 
sale: Higher geared differential, original ragtop (not 
replaced yet) with frame, misc. parts, Interior leather 
and vinyl.  239 GM V-6 with oversized Cam, 4 barrel 
carb and intake manifold, Engine is new rebuild with 
virtually few miles, New tires, Frame off restoration, 
Much of interior completed, Dual Glass Pack exhaust, 
Many little fun decals and emblems.  I am selling this 
car to high bidder...I will sell car for 6700.00 as a Buy I 
Now Price but will not sell for less.  I can be contacted 
at 573-808-0495 for any questions.  
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SLTOA 

Monthly 

Meeting 

 

Tuesday 20 July 

@ John Lamberg‘s 

―Annual 100º BBQ‖ 

Cross Trails Dr 

Chesterfield, MO 

Show after 6 PM,  

Meeting at 7 PM 

BRING FOOD! 

And Finally….  

   One of the United Kingdom‘s most enduring brands 
will proceed with plans to build the quintessentially 
British electric vehicle.  Lucas, the world leader in 
faulty electrical components has determined to finally 
push ahead with plans for an electric vehicle of its 
own design.  

   The Lucas electric car, to be called the ―Prince‖ in 
homage to the company‘s founder, Joseph Lucas, 
who died in 1902, taking with him to the grave his 
secrets of how to make working electrical parks.  
Since that time, the company has been awarded more 
wisecracks than any other.  

   Lucas has led in many important innovations since, 

(Continued on page 7) 


