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Exhaust Notes 
Newsletter of the St Louis Triumph Owners Association 

     Www.SLTOA.org    Vol 13, Issue 4, April 2011 

View from Behind  the  

Steering Wheel 

By Creig Houghtaling 

  Forest Park Easter Concours—24 April 

   Our big event right now is the Easter Car 
show.  Craig Madsen and I have been work-
ing hard contacting people to see who will be 
able to show their car.  For those who haven’t 
heard, we have this competition going with the 
MG club to see which club can show the most 
cars.  For two years, the Triumph club has 
had more cars at the show.  But this year may 
be the year for the MG club. We’ll see.   

   I had pretty much decided not to run the 
Missouri Endurance Rally this year, but then 
the weather warmed up and the itch to get out 
and drive one of my Triumphs started to grow.  
So, I called my friend Rodney up and asked 
him if he would like to drive with me.  He is in.   

   So, this weekend I changed the oil in both 
my TR8s.  I drove the green one to Lamberg’s 
impromptu drive this morning; I didn’t do the 
drive, but I did meet there to give some sway 
bars to Tony Panchot.  When I got home, I 
met Rod and his brother Tony to put a truck-
load of parts from his house into my garage.  

(Continued on page 3) 

(What’s the secret number?  Guess you’ll just to read next month’s Exhaust Notes!) 

SECR
ET 

Car Museums 

Ed Note: While we’re moving quickly into a new season of club activities and 
shows, here’s a blast from last fall, provided by our ace correspondent.   

By Kathy Kresser 

   I visited two car museums last October and found both to be interesting ware-
houses filled with history—car history, that is. 

   The first was the Lane Motor Museum in Nashville, Tennessee.  This museum 
houses a wide cross-section of vehicles from a variety of countries.  Founder 
Jeff Lane recycled the Sunbeam Bakery plant into an array of microcars,  mili-
tary and amphibious vehicles.  Needless to say, the collection is quite eclectic.  
Over 150 cars from Austria, Czech Republic, France, Germany, England, Italy, 
Japan, Netherlands, Sweden and the United States grace this museum.  As 
reporter Chris Hefner wrote in April 2009, ―This is the home of the misunder-
stood, the unusual, and the bizarre.‖  The museum houses French Citroens, 
Soviet Tatras, prototypes and one-of-a-kind wonders plus many other cars than 
changed and set the direction of future automobiles.    

   One car is downright scary, knowing I have seen it on the roadways.  It is a 
propeller-powered car.  It sounds like an airplane.  The liability of driving this 
vehicle is serious.  The propeller is open and rotates at an alarming speed.  
Imagine a person in the cross walk leaning too close to the propeller or a child 
putting a hand into it – eeeegh!   

(Continued on page 6) 
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Calendar 

 

16 Apr 2011—Saturday Cars & Coffee, 8:30-10:30 AM, 

Starbucks, 9616 Manchester/Rock Hill Plaza @ Manches-
ter & McKnight, St Louis.  

16 Apr 2011—RESCHEDULED 4
th

 Annual Terry Fan-
ning Rally, starts from  Route 66 State Park at 9 AM, 

open to all St Louis British car clubs.  Route information/
plans and details at www.stlouismgclub.com/.  

17 Apr 2011—St Louis Region SCCA Solo Series 
Event No. 2, Family Arena, St Charles.  Info at 

www.stlsolo.org/eventsschedule.  

28 Apr-1 May 2011—2011 VTR South Central Re-

gional, see page 4.  

1 May 2011—St Louis Region SCCA Solo Series 
Event No. 3, Family Arena, St Charles.  Info at 

www.stlsolo.org/eventsschedule.  

7 May 2011—St Louis Region SCCA Solo Series 
Event No. 4, Family Arena, St Charles.  Info at 

www.stlsolo.org/eventsschedule.  

15-18 May 2011—BritishV8 2011.  The 15th Annual British 

V8 Meeting will take place in and around Townsend, TN.  
Host hotel is the TalleyHo Inn, just outside of Great Smoky 
Mountain national Park.  Tentative schedule posted, more 

details to follow: www.britishv8.org/british-v8-
meetings.htm.  

17 May 2011—SLTOA Monthly Meeting 

20-21 May 2011—Concours d‟Elegance, sponsored by 

Heart of America Jaguar Club in association with the Aus-
tin Healey Club of Kansas City.  Hospitality party 20 May 
for participants and guests, Saturday concours at One 
Pershing Rd, KCMO.  Info available from Mark Short, Box 
40215, Overland Park, KS, 66204 (913)940-2082. 

21 May 2011—Saturday Cars & Coffee, 8:30-10:30 AM 

at Starbucks, 9616 Manchester/Rock Hill Plaza @ Man-
chester and McKnight, St Louis. 

28 May-05 Jun 2011—British Car Week!     Drive your 

car to work, info at www.britishcarweek.org.  

3-5 Jun 2011—20
th

 Annual Champaign British Car 
Festival, “Get Your Kicks on Route 66.”  In Bloom-

ington, featured marquee is the Mini Cooper and the 
theme is Route 66 in all its classic  glory.    Registration 
Friday night at the Hawthorne Suites Aspen Room,  Satur-
day has several events culminating in a minor league 
baseball game, Dawn Patrol on Sunday in advance of the 
show.  Info at www.champagnebritishcarfestival.com.  

5 Jun 2011—24
th 

Annual St Louis European Auto 
Show, presented by Bentley of St Louis at Frontenac 

Plaza.  Setup 10-11 AM, show runs 11 AM-3 PM with 
awards at 3:00.  Spectators free, entry fee $25 per car 
($35 after 15 May).  Benefits the St Louis Shriners Hospi-
tal, see www.stleuropeanautoshow.com/EuroShow/
default. Aspx.  

10-11 Jun 2011—8
th

 Annual 
Cars & Cycles Against Can-
cer, Blytheville, AR at the Holiday 

Inn.  The fun starts Friday night with 
a ―Relay for Life‖ parade of cars, 
continues into Saturday.  Info: 
Steve Southard (870)623-2605, 

details at www.carsandcyclesagainstcancer.com.  

15-18 Jun 2011—TRA 2011, annual Triumph Register of 

America gathering.  Hosted 
by Tri-State Triumphs, host 
hotel is the Holiday Inn-Fort 
Wayne, 4111 Paul Shaffer 
Drive.  For more information 
monitor www.tra2011.com.   

18 Jun 2011—Saturday Cars & Coffee, 8:30-10:30 AM 

at Starbucks, 9616 Manchester/Rock Hill Plaza @ Man-
chester and McKnight, St Louis. 

26 Jun 2011—St Louis Region SCCA Solo Series 
Event No. 5, Family Arena, St Charles.  Info at 

www.stlsolo.org/eventsschedule.  

16 Jul 2011—Saturday Cars & Coffee, 8:30-10:30 AM at 

Starbucks, 9616 Manchester/Rock Hill Plaza @ Manches-
ter and McKnight, St Louis. 

9-10 Apr 2011—Annual Missouri Endurance Rally & 
Mini Endurance Trial.   Meet at Hooters of Maryland 

Heights, 11835 Lackland St at 6:30 AM on Saturday; 
teams will have until 8 AM on Sunday, 10 April, to reach 
all locations, answer the required questions and make it 
back to Hooters.  The team covering the least number of 
miles wins; any team that returns after 8 AM will be dis-
qualified.   Awards ceremony 8:30 AM Sunday.   $25 en-

try free per car/team, SLTOA members contact 
Creig at (314)401-7817 for information and to sign up.   

Other  in fo ,  contact  Robert  Rushing at 
mgslime@swbell.net  (NOTE: Read about last year’s rally 
in Prez Creig’s article, June 2010 edition of Exhaust 
Notes).  

19 Apr 2011—SLTOA Monthly Meeting, Nicoletti’s 

Steak & Pasta, Ballwin.  Dinner after 6 PM, meeting after 
7 PM.   

23 Apr 2011—Spring tune-up/clean-up at Keith 
Bester‟s, 115 N Sappington, Kirkwood (314)821-2372, 

prep for the Forest Park Concours.  Hosted by Keith and 
the Gateway Healey Association 

24 Apr 2011—The Annual Forest Park Easter Con-
cours and 3

rd 
Annual Triumph-MG Challenge, 

hosted by the Horseless Carriage Club of Missouri.  

Plan on a group meet and drive to the park, other details 
to follow at the April SLTOA meeting.  Monitor 
www.hccmo.com/id14.html.  
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DUES REMINDER! 
Just a friendly reminder that it’s time to pay your annual 

SLTOA dues.  Only $15 for the online subscription to  
Exhaust Notes or $25 for the hard-copy subscription.   

Please send your dues to club treasurer:  

Don Huber 
5457 Potomac St 
St Louis, MO  63139-1546 

He’s keeping his MGB in my garage while he sells his house.  
He also brought back a bunch of Triumph parts I had left there 
when he repainted my green TR8.  So we took the TR8s and my 
CB1000 motorcycle out on the twisty back roads from my house 
over to the river.  The issue I had with the Triumphs is they don’t 
like to start very easily; I don’t know if it is carburetion, or electri-
cal issues.  I’ll have to figure it out this week, or we won’t be 
driving the Endurance Rally.   

   Last year I rescued a TR7 from going to the salvage yard.  
This spring Craig Leinicke and I worked on it in his garage and 
we’ve got it purring like a kitten.  We had to replace the fuel 
tank, the lines to the carbs, the carb lines and the carbs.  After 
all this, a couple cans of ether and a day of tuning, we’ve got it 
running pretty well.  I’m going to bring it to the Easter car 
show…but now I’ve got four cars going to the show and only two 
drivers.  Anybody out there up for driving a car?   

   I mentioned Lamberg’s impromptu drive today.  He sent notice 
out via the SLTOA mailing list; if you are not a member of the 
list, go to SLTOA.org and follow the links to sign up.  Another 
thing to check is the club blog at http://www.sltoa.org/blog/, 
which gets updated with new comments, content and LBC frip-
pery fairly regularly.  And, for those who haven’t heard, there is 
an SLTOA FaceBook page.  For those of you who are into 
FaceBook, check it out.  It should be a great place for people to 
post pictures and swap notes and commentary on a regular 
bases.   

   Over these past few weeks, I have been making good pro-
gress toward working on my Triumphs.  I haven’t done that 
much on the cars themselves, but I have made some major 
strides in straightening out my garage spaces.  I now know 
where my tools are, YEA!!!  So now when I work on something, I 
can spend less time looking for parts and tools and more time 
working. What an awesome concept!!!   

   Well, we’ll see what progress I make... I’ll let you know next 
time        

      - Creig 

22-24 Jul 2011—12
th

 Annual GOBMC All-British Car 
& Cycle Blow-Out, on the square in historic Carthage, 

MO.  Hosted by the Greater Ozarks British Motoring Club, 
info at www.gobmc.org.  

6-7 Aug 2011—Heartland British Autofest, sponsored 

by the Quad Cities British Auto Club.  Drive and dinner/
social on Saturday with car show Sunday in East Daven-
port, IL.  Event planning underway, monitor 
www.qcbac.home.mchsi.com/. 

17-21 Aug 2011—Triumph in the Rockies III/VTR Na-
tional Convention, Breckenridge, CO.  Hosted by the 

Rocky Mountain Triumph Club, host hotel is the Beaver 
Run Resort in Breckenridge.  More info at http://
vtr2011.com.  

17 Sept 2011—30th Anniversary St Louis All British 
Car & Cycle Show, Creve Coeur Lake Parikh, hosted 

by the St Louis MG Club with SLTOA providing the food 
concession.  Featured marque this year is MG, in honor of 
the 50th anniversary of the introduction of the MG Midget.  
Welcome BBQ Friday night, hosted by All British Car Re-
pair at the Red Roof Inn, Westport. Keep an eye on 
www.allbritishcarshow.com for more details. 

22-25 Sept 2011—TRials, sponsored by 6-Pack in historic 

Galena, IL.  Meet hotel is the Ramada Galena, Il  Meet 
hotel is the Ramada Galena, events include a Thursday 
evening welcome party, scenic drives, pub crawl/poker 
run, concours/car show and awards banquet.  Information 
at http://6-pack.org/2011Trials/.  

2011 VTR South Central Regional 

28 Apr-1 May 2011 
 

Hosted by the South Texas 
Triumph Association at the 
T—M Ranch, New Braun-
fels, TX.  Event will include 
a concours car show, auto-
cross, numerous drives 
through the Texas Hill 
Country and Saturday night 
awards banquet.  Visit the 
c l u b  w e b s i t e  a t 
www.sotxtriumph.org for 
more information. 
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Meeting Notes—5 March 2011 

   The meeting part of the 15 March meeting commenced a tad 
later than usual, at 7:55 PM, undoubtedly due to the classy 
surroundings, service and food provided by our location, the 
Wildwood Pub & Grill, way out west in beautiful downtown 
Grover.  Great joint, they seemed to handle us pretty well and 
it’s probably a good bet SLTOA will return somewhere down 
the line.  Our thanks to Wildwood.  

   Don Huber kicked off with the monthly treasurer’s report. As 
of 24 January 2011, the club had 2,772.24 in the bank.  Expen-
ditures for the month included $35 to the MG Club of St Louis 
for the license to operate the food concession at this year’s 
ABCCS; $175 to Vintage Triumph Register for our annual in-
surance; and $59.28 to president/publisher Creig Houghtaling 
for newsletter expenses, for a total of $269.28.  Income in-
cluded $25 under ―miscellaneous‖ and $105 for dues and 
Easter Car Show entries.  The club balance effective 15 March 
came in at $2,632.96.   

   Next up, the Missouri Endurance Rally.  Prez Creig made the 
run last year (see the June 2010 edition of Notes) and is going 
again this year, as is new member Lee Fox, who will serve as 
bombardier/navigator for Bruce Harper of the MG Club.  
They’re participating in the 12-hour session, starting at the 
Hooters on Lackland St in Maryland Heights Saturday, 9 April 
at 0630 (GAAK!).   Lord Lucas will definitely serve as part of 
the competitive process, as the participants will have until 8 AM 
Sunday morning to complete the course in the least number of 
miles.  If anyone’s interested in throwing in with ―Team SLTOA‖ 
for this legendary (notorious?) road event, contact Creig ASAP.  

   The annual Forest Park Easter Concours and 3rd Annual Tri-
umph-MG Challenge came up next.  Veep/club show coordina-
tor/jefe maximo Craig Madsen indicated the club’s participants 
should have their dash cards at the April meeting, with final 
disbursement of the cards – if necessary – the week before the 
24 April show.  He added SLTOA needed to make its club pay-
ment immediately, so he started working the floor to get people 
to commit and sign up, egged on by comments from the floor of 
the ―harass people!‖ variety.  Bob Berger volunteered to serve 
as a driver; someone then announced that with a trailer, they 
could get a Spitfire chassis to Forest Park.  Response: ―THAT 
COUNTS!‖  John Lamberg agreed to put out a call to the North 
American Spitfire Squadron.  Finally, for the record, Craig 
noted that in 2009 SLTOA put 40 Triumphs on the field to the 
MG Club’s 24 Morris Garage products; last year the split came 
in at 34-28, in favor of SLTOA.  

   Moving right along, John announced that club member Jeff 
Weintraub (owner of a blue and white Spit) is now president of 
the Delmar Loop Association, which is setting up weekend car 
shows.  He’s invited SLTOA to participate on Sunday, 5 June; 
however, what with other LBC events taking place that week-
end, the club’s looking at alternate dates.  Figure a show from 
roughly 11 to 3, probably with a 10 AM arrival and setup.   

   Karl suggested we call our participation the ―take your wife to 
lunch‖ event.  Two members immediately responded with, ―We 
can’t do that!‖  Karl then replied, ―Okay, you can drag along 
whoever you want.  Again, with club members planning on 
participating in the Champaign British Car Festival and the 
British Bash/Marques on the Green in Louisville, KY, that 
weekend, we’re looking at other dates for a Delmar Loop 
event.  In any event, club members responded to the prospect 

with great interest and less than the usual amount of cat-
calling.  

   Also at the end of April, the South-Central VTR Regional in 
New Braunfels, TX.  According to Dave Massey, former re-
gional coordinator who’s planning on making the trek, ―It’s only 
a thousand miles…each way‖ (for the record, next year’s re-
gional confab will take place in Tulsa, hosted by Green County 
Triumph Club).  As for August’s national convention, John 
Lamberg called out to Breckenridge, CO, a week ago and 
learned the host hotel – the Beaver Run Resort – still has 
plenty of rooms available. From the conversations which fol-
lowed in the room, it’s apparent SLTOA will have a pretty good 
contingent heading for the Rockies. 

   Andy Stark commenced a new line of discussion by propos-
ing a local club drive, say up MO 79 through Old Monroe north 
to Clarksville, with plenty of driving on the side roads in the 
vicinity.  Clarksville apparently has an outdoor restaurant which 
would be a great place for lunch; the local scenery is ―…like 
dropping into Germany,‖ Andy added.  Someone with obvious 
experience on the route mentioned the importance of abso-
lutely-no-kidding-observe-the-speed-limits in all of the small 
towns along MO 79: Winfield, Foley, Elsberry, Annada, Clarks-
ville.  Andy admitted, ―I know Officer Jeffries really 
well‖ (always good to be on first-name basis with your local law 
enforcement, eh?). 

   Tentative date for the fun run was set for 7 May, although 
Andy said he’d work the idea some more and get back to the 
membership.  The possibility exists for a side-trip to his garage, 
to which one member announced, ―Bring a trailer,‖ followed by 
another comment of ―…and a sawzall.‖  Someone else sug-
gested calling the run ―The Italian Tune-up Drive.‖   When the 
event takes place, the participants will probably start at the 
Dierbergs on MO 79 and I-70.  Stay tuned.  

   Finally, Dave Massey reminded the assembled multitude that 
with spring, the Saturday morning ―Cars & Coffee‖ gatherings 
have resumed, at the Starbucks on Manchester in Rock Hill 
Plaza.  Next one is Saturday, 16 April, keep an eye on the 
event calendar for subsequent events.  And, after much de-
bate, the membership agreed on holding the April meeting at 
Mike Duffy’s Pub & Grill on Clayton, with Nicoletti’s in Ballwin 
as a backup (Ed note: we’re going with the backup, see page 
8).  After a few minutes of further commentary and rambling 
conversation, several SLTOA members at the back of the 
meeting declared a coup. established a junta and declared the 
meeting over at 8:51 PM.   

(Ed note: as mentioned in this month’s ―Behind the Wheel,‖ 
Creig needs two drivers for Forest Park.  If anyone in the club 
is interested in driving someone’s car, call the Prez immedi-
ately or post a notice on the club email.  If you can’t get access 
to club email, contact the editor and he’ll get your offer posted 
online).   
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Negative Camber 

By the Editor 

   A few weeks back when the temps finally started climbing 
and our unheated, un-insulated garage became more habitable 
and less like McMurdo Station, I did some digging in the file 
cabinets where I keep several years of documents, histories 
and articles.  Among the items I unearthed was an article from 
Autoweek dated 8 March 1993 (fortunately, as a typical histo-
rian, I rarely throw anything away).   

   Written by Kevin A. Wilson, the article’s titled ―Exhausted 
Empire‖ and covers the demise of the once proud and produc-
tive British auto industry.  The cover title is ―August 26, 1959: 
The Day the British Auto Industry Imploded;‖ that was the day 
BMC introduced the Austin Mini.  Why would the arrival of such 
a legendary car actually indicate the pending doom of Great 
Britain’s home-grown vehicle manufacturing capability?  Here’s 
Wilson’s comment on how successful the Mini proved in the 
extremely important US market:  

   The Mini fell flat in America, the world’s biggest mar-
ket, because it didn’t work here – too small, too city-
oriented in a land of cross-country travel – and even if it 
could be made to, it wouldn’t stay nailed together.  

   Sadly, it all went downhill from there but that paragraph’s 
actually in the middle of the article; there’s plenty to read be-
fore and after.   

   Wilson actually opens with the 1992 British International Mo-
tor Show in Birmingham (England’s version of Detroit), which 
touted the next big thing in UK vehicles; the ’92 Nissan Micra.  
He then goes back to post-World War II England and works 
forward, talking about the good times when just about every 
Brit manufacturer shipped cars to the colonies for sale (such as 
the Austin A40, Morris Minor, Triumph Mayflower, Hillman 
Minx).   

   Several names should sound familiar: Kjell Qvalle, who initi-
ated MG sports car sales in the US; Bob Lutz; Alex Trotman; 
and Sir Alec Issigonis.  To a man, the American importers/
engineers/designers and British ex-pats tried repeatedly to 
convince the manufacturers that yes, sports cars would sell 
well but they – the manufacturers – would survive on the basis 
of producing medium-sized, family, mass-market vehicles de-
signed for use in the United States.  Almost to a man, they 
were ignored.   

   By the 1970s, the end was already in sight.  Qvale – who 
later became a major shareholder in Jensen and directed the 
production of the Jensen-Healey – ran headlong into England’s 
labor rules and problems and threw in the proverbial towel in 
1975.  Eventually, every major British manufacturer wound up 
out of business, disappearing or under ownership of another 
nation’s car company.  In many of the latter cases, the new 
owners just acquired the rights to the name and left the Brit 
factories shuttered.  

   By the way, the timeline for Triumph’s eventual demise 
looked something like this: 1885, S. Bettman & Co; 1897, Tri-
umph Cycle Co; 1930, Triumph Motor Co; 1944, Triumph Mo-
tor Company, Ltd, a division of Standard Motor Company (aka 
―Standard-Triumph);‖ 1960, Leyland Motors; 1968, Specialist 
Division, British Leyland Motor Corporation (division subse-
quently named Rover-Triumph and then Jaguar-Rover-
Triumph); 1981, Triumph TR7, TR8 and Spitfire production 
concluded, specialty division renamed Austin Rover Group; 
1984, Triumph Acclaim (Honda Ballade) out of production; 

1986, BL renamed Rover Group; 1988, sold to British Aero-
space; 1994, sold to BMW.  

   BMW owns the rights to the Triumph, Riley, Mini and Rolls-
Royce brands.  Tata Motors (India) owns Land Rover, Jaguar, 
Daimler and Lanchester; SAIC (Shanghai Automotive Industry 
Corporation) owns the rights to MG, Austin, Morris and Wolseley 
(and Volvo, for that matter) and Volkswagen owns Bentley. 

   The full article’s online at http://www.autoweek.com/
article/20090827/carnews/908279996; I recommend you call it 
up and take a look some time.   It’s well-written and alternately 
fascinating and depressing.   

   Just be prepared for some highly entertaining web posts on 
the article.  The lead comment apparently riled a Mini devotee…
In fact, Wilson himself posted a response, some 16 years after 
writing the original article:  

   If I may make so bold as to comment on my own story 
all these years after it was written: I find it interesting that 
so many comments reflect the opinion people carry into 
the story rather than the whole point of it as I saw it then 
and again now. The anti-gov't people think it was left-
wing gov't, the anti-union people think it was about labor, 
and others point to the management.  

   The failure of the UK industry wasn't just government 
intervention, or poor management, or greedy labor un-
ions, but all three factors working together and against 
one another's interests. Japanese success is often attrib-
uted to all three working in concert, cooperating if not 
actively collaborating. America has seen more than its 
share of failure by all three points in this triangle, but still 
differs in its willingness to reassess and reinvent itself. 
Sometimes it's come late, sometimes inappropriately, but 
still more responsive and flexible than was evident in the 
UK situation.  

   That we still have an American industry, stronger than 
recent events might indicate but weaker than we could 
have hoped for in '93, highlights differences as much as 
similarities. The British story remains a cautionary tale, to 
be sure, but if America is to avoid the same fate what is 
needed more than anything is for people in gov't, man-
agement and labor all to stop demonizing one element or 
another and see to their common interests. 

     See y’all at the next meeting and at Forest Park.  

Source: Autoweek 
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   I mentioned the amphibious vehicles.  I particularly enjoyed the gigantic 1959 
LARC-LX Amphibious Landing Vehicle.  The LARC was barged to Nashville, 
where Jeff Lane and his crew navigated through the city streets in the wee hours 
of the morning to its resting place at the museum.  I love the crushed NSU 1000 
coupe car on display and the video of  crushing the car.   

   The Dubble Bubble Cars were included in the second museum, the Bruce 
Weiner Microcar Museum, located in Madison, Georgia.  Bruce Weiner, an execu-
tive of the chewing gum company Dubble Bubble, collects microcars as a hobby 
and has the world’s largest collection of these small cars.  He remains fascinated 
by these super small vehicles, some less than three meters in length.   

   Reporter Sheila S. Hudson described the museum as ―… an overwhelming 
metal flower garden with a sparkling array of freshly painted, chromed cars all in 
neat rows interspersed with child-size rides and road signs.  …Just walking up and 

down the aisles is a treat – even to someone who isn’t a car aficionado.‖  The vintage games and toys included in the display are 
awesome.  Check out the virtual tour of this museum at http://microcarmuseum.com.    

   Hudson quoted Weiner and Mark Hyman of Hyman Ltd. in St. Louis in her article.  Weiner said, ―Microcars were the sole domain 
of low-budget, blue-collar types with a sense of humor.  …With rising gas prices, drivers today are re-thinking smaller autos, such 
as Daimler Chrysler’s (now Fiat Chrysler) Smart For Two, Honda’s Fit, Nis-
san’s Versa and Toyota’s Yaris.‖  Hudson wrote that Weiner has multiple old 
microcars available for trips to town, but he refuses to drive a new Mini Cooper 
or a Smart Car stating, ―I don’t believe in modern microcars.  They’re too dan-
gerous.‖  Hyman said, ―Pound for pound, a microcar is the greatest bargain in 
crowd-attracting fun in the collecting-car universe.‖  I totally agree with Hyman.   

   These little cars are just too cute!  The Messerschmitts are everywhere in 
this museum.  They have a bubble aircraft-type top leading to the name 
―bubble car‖.  The Isetta microcars are another popular car in the museum.  
You may have seen the Pixar movie, ―Cars,‖ if so; you may recall the two tire-
changing Isettas.  Other cars on display include Mopettas, Super Minis, Gog-
gomobil Dart, NSU Prinz II and the Zeta Sports.  

   I had a fun time examining these cars.  Be sure to drop by these museums if 
you find yourself driving through Nashville or Madison. I think you will enjoy it.  

Proofread by Anice Etz  

Museums (Continued from page 1) 

Update: Anatoly “Toly” Arutunoff 
 
   Anyone interested in sending a get-well card to long-
time LBC/racing/writing legend Anatoly ―Toly‖ Arutunoff, 
seriously injured in an accident in Amarillo a couple of 
months back (see last month’s Exhaust Notes), or his 
wife Karen, here’s the address:   

OU Medical Center-Presbyterian Tower,  
700 NE 13

th
 St, Rm 318,  

Oklahoma City, OK 73104   

   You can also send a message via the hospital’s 
―Patient eCard‖ System: http://www.oumedicine.com/
body.cfm?id=5415.  

LARC-LX, Lane Museum 

Achtung, Messerschmitt!  Photos by C. Kresser 
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64 TR4—Excellent condition throughout, just completed an 

extensive restoration: stripped to bare metal and painted 
with flawless base coat/clear coat finish; all rubber, carpet, 
chrome and incidentals (reflectors and plastics) replaced; 
all new brakes and master cylinder, water pump, carbs 
rebuilt.  The combination of red on black with the white 
steel dash is an exceptional color combination and the 
redline Michelins on wires add the final touch.  The car is 

in Frontenac, asking $18,000; also have a „57 MGA with 

factory hardtop, requires restoration; a „70 TR6 with 

wires, redline Michelins and factory hardtop, very rusty but 

it runs great; and another TR4A which I started to restore 

many years ago and is basically apart.  Call for details, 
Jeff Homsher, goldeneaglehc@sbcglobal.net or (314)705-
9091.  

67 Spitfire—Car has 12,000 miles, 

motor has 112,000 but was told it 
was rebuilt when I purchased it two 
years ago.  Did full frame-off restora-
tion of body and interior, paint not 
flawless but it looks fair for a 45-year
-old daily driver, also had the bump-

ers re-chromed.  No radio, has new battery, new carb jets, 
new rubber hoses on the carb, comes with spare tire and 
extra new generator and fuel pump.  Asking $5800, con-
tact for additional photos, Rick Kargus, rkar-
gus@revealexhibits.com or cell (314)800-9737.   

72 Spitfire Mk IV—36K actual miles, exterior was originally 

white, repainted red with black interior and tan replace-
ment top, some body dings and rust.  Very good running 
condition; new tires, shocks, tie rods, brake pads, clutch 
master cylinder, fuel filter, air filter, points and plugs in 
2003.  Stored in garage and not driven since.  Battery and 
fuel pump replaced and road tested March 2011.  $5000 
OBO.  Car is my father’s and in south St Louis, I am in 
Michigan but will return to help the parents move, can 
show the car from about April 5th through the 30th.  Fol-
lowing that, other arrangements can be made.  Contact 
Kurt Struckmeyer, Farmington Hills, MI hm (428)254-3725, 
cell (630)809-1714, klstruckmeyer@aol.com.  

72 TR6—Beautiful green paint, wonderful driving machine, 

mechanically top-rate TR, asking $9000.  Call Steve 
Engert, Washington, MO (636)667-6580.   

75 TR6—80K miles, yellow, runs and drives great, never seen 

snow.  No accidents, non-smoker, well maintained.  
$ 1 5 , 5 0 0 .  J o p l i n ,  M O  ( p r i v a t e  s e l l e r , 
www.autotraderclassics.com). 

76 TR6—Pimento red with brown interior, 65.5K miles, sec-

ond owner.  Runs well, well maintained with exquisite 
care, one small rust spot.  New red line tires and exhaust.  
$11,500 OBO, in Kenilworth, IL (private seller, 
www.hemmings.com).  

76 Spitfire—Runs great!  

Convertible top, hardtop 
and tonneau cover, new 
carpet, new walnut 
steering wheel, electric 
radiator fan, dual ex-
hausts and automatic 

SLTOA Classifieds 

trickle charger.  Asking $5000, call George Most (314)822-
7437. 

76 TR6—66.3 miles, brown with chesnut interior, originally 

factory paint. Driven and enjoyed by original owner.  Mich-
elin red lines, electronic ignition, stainless mufflers/
exhaust, new front suspension, original top and tonneau 
cover, some body rust.  $7500, Bill Schuler, Willowbrook, 
IL, schuler@att.net or call (630)794-0000 (VTR Classi-
fieds).  

76 Spitfire—Paint job leaves a lot to be desired, some bondo 

but it runs well.  Have replaced the clutch master cylinder, 
heater control valve, water pump and hoses, one wheel 
bearing, rebuilt brake master cylinder and rear wheel cylin-
ders, added Pacesetter headers and Monza exhaust.  
Comes with tan boot and black tonneau, car is burgundy.  
In storage in the west suburbs of Chicago, contact Mike 
Nelson at m_melson1234@yahoo.com (VTR Classifieds).  

79 Spitfire—30K miles, green with tan interior and original 

black top, all in good shape save for torn driver’s seat.  
Has been in the garage its entire life, has overdrive and 
hardtop.  $7500, contact Barney Emerson (314)623-9122. 

79 Spitfire 1500—Owned and babied since 1980, very nice 

original car.  Original 45K miles; daily driver for three years 
and then driven only about 200-300 miles per year.  Nice 
repaint during the 1990s, interior near perfect with new 
Robbins top.  Frame and floors are solid, engine bay de-
tailed, can send photos.  $7000.  Contact Tom, St Charles, 
IL at tomtr676@gmail.com or call (630)587-5677 (VTR 
Classifieds) 

For Sale—205/55 ZR15 pair, 225/50 ZR15 pair, staggered set 

Dunlop tires, full tread, $300.  They were mounted up, 
went to a car show and back and then dismounted; too big 
in diameter for the car I had them on.  They didn’t rub, they 
just didn’t look right.  Less that 200 miles on the set, tread 
widths are 7 and 8 inches, diameter 24 inches.  Call Craig 
at (636)734-3937.  

For Sale—New set of Spitfire seat 2 foam backs and 2 bot-

toms, $300.  New in box for a newer-style body.  Call 
Craig (636)734-3937.   

For Sale—Used TR6 A-type overdrive transmission and over-

drive, $900 OBO.  Creig Houghtaling (314)401-7817.  

For Sale—TR3: one original, VGC convertible frame 

(hoodstick), $100.  TR3: set of new door seals, $40. TR4: 
block, crank and two good heads with one good intake/
exhaust manifold, call for price.  TR4: Two late commis-
sion no. starters, one was new with little use and changed 
out to gear reduction type.  TR6: left/right new door skins, 
make offer.  XKE: Original Series I chrome wheel with 
whitewall tire, like new, used as spare, $100.  Four 48 
spoke pointed/blasted good condition wheels with good 
Pirelli tires, $100.   A good swap will be considered, call 
Arlie King (314)713-9482.  

Wanted—TR6 top frame.   Charlie Key, Charlie@britishcarsof 

America.com or call (314)428-9335.  
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Next Meeting: 

Tuesday  

19 Apr 2011 

 

Nicoletti‟s  

1366 Big Bend Rd  

Ballwin, MO 

(636)225-4222 

 

Dinner after 6 

Meeting after 7 

And Finally... Major Fail: A ‘59 TR3 with yellow shag carpeting  
(owner and location withheld in order to protect the guilty...but rest 

easy, it’s not anywhere near St Louis)  


