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Exhaust Notes 
Newsletter of the St Louis Triumph Owners Association 

     Www.SLTOA.org    Vol 13, Issue 10    October 2011 

   This month has been a pretty 
interesting Triumph month.  
The big event for the Triumph 
Club was the British Car Show 
at Creve Coeur Park. The club 
did OK with the vending, but 
not quite as well as past years 
when the weather was a little 
better and we sold more.  But 
OK, all things considered.  

   Joe Mueller and Karl Schmidt 
did a bang-up job of purchasing 
the correct amount of food and 
coordinating the vending. We 
had only a little left-over. Most 
of that has been picked up by 
members at cost; hopefully it 
will all be moved by the time 
this goes to print.  Right now I 
have some ketchup, mustard, 
and BBQ sauce, and some diet 
Mtn. Dew left.  Call me if you 
could pick up any of these 
items.  

   At the car show, I went home 
with two awards. We had three 
TR8s and three awards for the 
TR8 class.  So when I brought 
both my TR8s to the show, 
guess what happened?  I got 
two awards!  Even so, I was 
proud of my green TR8.  Rod 
Francis painted it for me before 
the last car show, but it still had 
buffing compound on the flat 
black lower portions of the car. 
So last year I didn‘t win any-

(Continued on page 3) 

View From  

Behind the  
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By Creig Houghtaling 

By Kathy Kresser 
 
   The St. Louis All British Car and Cycle Show celebrated the 30th anniversary of this 
show.  Activities started with the Friday night BBQ hosted by John and Carol Mangles of 
All British Car Repair.  Food and beer bring out the best of British car owners despite the 
very cool temperatures.  John Mangles said, ―My thanks to the people that came by to 
have fun, talk and kick tires.   Also, thanks to those who brought a dish or snack.  It is the 
people who makes these events fun.  I only wish that the weather had been a bit more 

cooperative by being a little warmer and less wet.‖   

   Show day on Saturday started cloudy and gloomy, but the British classics streamed 
onto the show field.  There were MGs galore at the show as they were the featured      
marque.  Jaguars were out in force as well.  The Triumphs surrounded the pavilion.  

There was a very impressive showing of five pre-war cars.   

   At the end of the show, a big group of Triumph Spitfires gathered for a photo – nice 
turnout, people.  Someone commented to me during the show that this car hobby is 

really therapy; well, I would say there was plenty of therapy in action.    

   Did you check out those Lotus cars?  Wow!  I believe each Lotus driver donned gog-
gles while driving.  Paul Epperson’s 1958 Lotus Eleven Le Mans, which was named     

(Continued on page 4) 
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Calendar 

 

7-8 Oct 2011—Nashville British Car Club Show, at 

Nashville‗s acclaimed Centennial Park and Parthenon. The 
Jaguar E-Type is the featured marquee. Friday evening recep-
tion party for the show participants. Pre-register to save 
money, to help establish the car classes and qualify for a 
u n i q u e  d o o r  p r i z e .  G e t  i n f o r m a t i o n  a t 
www.nashvilllebritishcarclub.org.  

7-9 Oct 2011—Thunder on the Cimarron IX, Hallett Mo-

tor Racing Circuit, Jennings, OK.  Sponsored by Corinthian 
Vintage Auto Racing, info at www.hallettracing.net and 
www.corinthianvintagerace.com.  

8 Oct 2011—Jaguar Association of 
Greater St Louis E-Type Celebration 
at the Kemp Auto Museum, 16955 

Chesterfield Airport Rd, Chesterfield. Cele-
brating 50 years of the incredible E-type, 
hopefully we‗ll get the largest turnout of 
XKEs in the country. Information: Phil Tax-
man (314)290-5913 or www.jcna.com/

clubs/events.php?club=sc20&Vref=sc20.  

9 Oct 2011 – The ―Almost Too Soon for Fall Colour‖ 
Colour Tour.  Hosted by the MG Club of St Louis, see page 

3.  

9 Oct 2011 – St Louis SCCA Solo #9, Family Arena, St 

Charles.  Info: www.stlsolo.org.  

9 Oct 2011—Brits at the 
Parthenon All British Car 
Show, sponsored by the Nash-

ville British Car Club.  The Jag-
uar E-Type is the featured mar-
que, event includes reception 
party on Friday night and the 
show, with registration 8-10 AM on Saturday, awards at 3 PM 
and post-show dinner at Calhoun‘s on White Bridge Road at 
6:30 PM.  Details and pre-registration at http://
nashvillebritishcarclub.org.  

16 Oct 2011—Boeing Employees Sports Car Club 
Autocross, Family Arena, 2002 Arena Pkwy, St Charles.  

First BESCC autocross in a year, club membership not re-
quired, y‘all come.  Registration starts at 9:30 AM, first car 
heads out at 11:00, $35, loaner helmets provided.  

16 Oct 2011—1
st

 Annual Sunflower Rallye, sponsored 

by the Lawrence (KS) All British Car Club.   Open to pre-1975 
European makes, others approved case-by-case basis, will 
start and finish in Lawrence, KS. Two classes: Sport Class, 
route up to 150 miles and Tour Class, route up to 80 miles.  
The day ends with a classic KC BBQ dinner, trophies awarded 
to the top drivers in each class.  Full rally $80 per car, limit 35 
cars, for more information email sunflowerrallye@gmail.com.  

22 Oct 2011—Saturday Cars & Coffee, 8:30-11:00 AM, 
Starbucks at 9616 Manchester, Rock Hill Plaza.  LAST 
ONE OF THE SEASON. 

29 Oct 2011- Annual MG Club of St Louis Halloween 
Rally & Party, time and location TBD, party afterwards at the 

home of John and Carol Mangles, 31 Canyon Ct, St Charles, 
MO.  Rally organized by Mike and Stef Barnes, afterwards we‘ll 
meet for a bonfire and potluck. Info at www.stlouismgclub.com/
events.aspx, for the party please RSVP to 
John and Carol by 20 October, (636)939-
9338 

5 Nov 2011 – Abingdon Trials En-
durance Rally, St Louis.  Starts at the 

Hooters of Maryland Heights, 11835 Lack-
land Rd @ 6:30 AM, the returning team 
completing all assigned tasks with the 
least number of miles wins. Event will include both a full and 
mini-rally, end time NLT 12 midnight. Open to all British cars 
titled prior to 1982. Registration $25, con-tact Bob Horzmann 
(314)227-3449.   

15 Nov 2011—SLTOA monthly meeting.  

2 Dec 2011 – Annual SLTOA Christmas 
Dinner/Party, Feasting Fox, 4200 S Grand 

Blvd, St Louis.  7:00 cash bar, 7:30 dinner buffet, 
Rob Your Neighbor Gift Exchange.  Details to 
follow.    

10 Dec 2011 – Annual SLTOA Drive to the Christmas 
Music Show, Meramec Music Theater, Steelville.  Organized 

by Karl and Barbara Schmitt, details to follow.  

23-24 Mar 2012—22
nd 

Annual New Orleans British 
Car Show, hosted by the British Motoring Club of New Or-

leans.  Information at www.bmcno.org/CurrentShow/
Carshow.php.  

30 May-3 Jun 2012—British Car National Meet, Hot 

Springs National Park, Hot Springs, AR.  Planned first-ever 
national meeting of all British cars and British car clubs, events 
include a Concours, All-British Car Show, plus a popular vote 
show.  Web site under construction, monitor 
www.britishcarweeknationalmeet.org.   

21-25 Oct 2012 – VTR National Convention, Galveston, 

TX.  Details to follow.  

18 Oct 2011—SLTOA monthly meeting, 
Wildwood Pub & Grill, 17253 New College 

Ave, Wildwood (636)237-4303.  Dinner and other 
consumables about 6 PM, meeting around 7 PM 
or thereabouts... 

St Louis Triumph Owners Association 

 Member, St Louis Sports Car Council 

Www.stlscc.org* 



 

3 

thing.  This year I tried using the Meguiars tire gel that was 
given out at registration on the flat black paint, the black trim, 
the black bumpers, and the tires.  This time the car looked 
clean and loved. N ow I have to take it to the next step and 
make it even nicer for next year! 

   A few weeks ago Tony Panchot found a Spitfire in St. 
Charles for his son to buy.   So, Friday night I helped him move 
it to Joe Guenther‘s.  He‘s working on finding it a more perma-
nent place in a couple of weeks. T oday Tony has already or-
dered new floor pans for the car.  So the restoration has be-
gun. 

   Saturday I went to Mel and Gail Parentin‘s farm for the 
―Battle of Bourbon.‖  My oldest daughter and her boyfriend 
went with me.  They had a blast!  Jessica has never shot a gun 
before. With some basic instruction, she was very quickly at 
ease with all different kinds of firearms. That is one of the fun 
parts of this event is people were generous about letting others 
shoot their unique guns.   

   The prime example was Mel Parentin let several people 
shoot his .50 caliber black powder rifle.  As Jessica, Gabriel 
(Jessica‘s boyfriend), and I got in the car to leave, Gabe com-
mented very excitedly that he was delighted that his other 
plans for the weekend fell though.  He was so excited about 
having shot a .50 caliber black powder rifle.  It was something 
he had never done before and he was going home to tell his 
friends.  Mel, you‘re on top of the COOL chart with Gabe! 

   Saturday evening I helped Steve Moore move his newly ac-
quired TR3 to his home.  He found a car that had all the body 
and paint work done and the basic assembly done.  He and his 
son will need to complete the assembly, the interior, and a 
thousand and one other details and they will have an awesome 
TR3. I t will be a lot of work, but that is the satisfaction of re-
storing one of these old cars. 

Last week Jim Hopkins from Edwardsville called me asking 
about moving his collection of Triumphs.  Today, Joe Guenther 
and I went to look at the cars.  We saw a TR250, a ‗76 TR6, 
and two ‗74 TR6s.  The cars all need a lot of work, but they are 
all solid cars well worth restoring! 

   Let‘s keep these cars rolling. See you at the next event!  

      - Creig 

Steering Wheel (Continued from page 1) 

The “Almost Too Soon for Fall Colour”  

Colour Tour.   

   Sunday, 9 October 
2011 @ 9:15, Target 
parking lot, Chesterfield 
Commons (Chesterfield 
Airport Rd).  First car off 
at 9:30 AM, the end point 
is Balducci‘s Winery in 
Augusta, MO.     

   If you plan to order food on arrival at the winery, please 
RSVP/confirm to Bob Horzmann by Thursday, 6 October, 
(314)227-3449.  Open to all local British car clubs. 

 Endurance racing at its finest!  $500 crap can cars for en-

durance racing 

 Arrive and drive, just bring a helmet.  You provide: $700, 

your transportation, your food and the helmet 

 Get this!  You are NOT responsible for damage to the car.  

Blow it up, our problem.  Crash damage, our problem. 

 Terms: $300 deposit gets you on the team, balance due 

one week before the race.  

Contact: Clancy Schmidt, 4822 Hallbrook Dr, Lawrence, KS 
66047 (785)318-0485 Clancy@sunflower.com.  Call up 
www.chumpcar.com to see the video. 

Mark your calendars! 

Annual SLTOA  

Christmas Party 

 

Friday, December 2, 2011 at the  

Feasting Fox Restaurant & Pub 
4200 S Grand Blvd 

St Louis 63111 
 

 

 

      Details 
     To  

      Follow 
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diamond in the rough in 
2008, was owner-restored 
and named Chairman‘s 
Choice at this show.  Nice 
job, Paul.  I learned Gary 
Brumm raced this car from 
1964 to 1966, including a 
race in St. Louis.  This year 
Gary ran this car in a vin-
tage race at the Michigan 
International.  Mark Doubet 
of Mount Vernon showed 
his 1961 Lotus Elite.  It is a 
rare car, being number 
1,040 of the 1,230 built 
(numbers started at 1,000).   

    Keith Mangles returned 
with his 1973 MGBGT.  It 
was a diamond in the rough 

winner in 2009.  It became a first place car in its class, winning 
in 2010 and 2011.  

   I noticed the zebra seats in a very nice MG daily driver and 
the young driver was dressed in zebra striped pants.  Another 
young participant, Bella Berger, proudly claimed third place for 
her Dad‘s 1978 Triumph Spitfire.  

   Wendell Smith showed his 1927 Rolls Royce, which was the 
2010 Chairman‘s Choice.  The Rolls provided a nice photo op 
for the entertaining Blackthorn Morris Traditional English Folk 
dancers.                                . 

   The Stahls enjoyed 
their first ever car show 
with their British racing 
green 1972 MGB.  
They took home third 
place -- not bad for the 
first time out.  D.L. and 
Patsy Simmons from 
Trenton, Tennessee, 

2011 ABCCS (Continued from page 1) 

2011 ABCCS—The Triumphs 
1960 TR3A  # Ann & Dennis DeGroodt   1960 TR3A  Chris & Kathy Kresser 

1964 Spitfire Mk1  Joe Guenther    1965 Spitfire   Paul Kempen 

1968 TR250  John Maneke    1968 TR250  Tony Panchot 

1968 TR250  * Dennis Wilson    1969 Spitfire Mk3  Joel Brecount 

1971 Spitfire MkIV  Jim Dooley    1971 TR6   Julie Madsen 

1971 TR6   Dave Massey    1971 TR6   Stephen Moore  

1972 TR6   # Dee & Kevin Blume   1973 GT6   Ron Theel 

1973 Stag  * Sam Meller & Sarah Ulrich   1973 Stag   # Karen & David Zink, ISOA 

1973 TR6   * Kathy Kelly    1973 TR6   * Greg Kimutis 

1974 Spitfire MkIV  Judy & Jim Wheeler, BMCAR   1974 TR6   * Tony Ciampoli 

1974 TR6   * Gary Crosby    1974 TR6   Mike Davis 

1974 TR6   Jack T. Bear    1974 TR6   Mark Schmidt 

1975 Spitfire 1500  Bonnie & Jack David   1976 Spitfire 1500  Tom Stark  

1976 TR6   # Dee & Kevin Blume   1978 Spitfire 1500  Bob Berger  

1978 Spitfire 1500  Greg Rieman    1979 Spitfire 1500  Bob Brasses  

1979 Spitfire 1500   # Andy Stark    1979 TR7   # Craig Madsen  

1980 TR7   Jesse Lowe    1980 TR7   Steve Street   

1980 TR8   # Kay & Creig Houghtaling   1980 TR8   Kay & Creig Houghtaling 

1980 TR8   Suzanne & Don Huber 

# Class Winner (congrats!)    *Not members of SLTOA 

were first-timers to the 
St. Louis Show, pre-
senting their 1969 
Fixed Head Coupe 
Jaguar E Type.  

   There were at least 
two unfinished cars at 
the show.  Bob Strath-
man drove his 1962 
Iris Blue MGB with no 
interior.  Evidently, 
one can pass the 
state inspection without seats.  This car took first in its class; 
look out when the car is done.  Bob, any plans to finish this 
car?    Charlie Key arrived with a 1961 MG Midget on a trailer.  
It is a nice car body painted Ice Blue, winning third place in this 
class.   

   MG Events Coordinator Simon Dix shared with me, ―We had 
a great show which was made possible by everyone who came 
with their cars and the fabulous team of people who put in nu-
merous hours of work to put on such an event.‖ 

   ―It was very rewarding to see a Diamond in the Rough winner 
come back three years later and win its class and Chairman‘s 
choice -- an amazing transformation!,‖ Simon continued.  ―As 
an MG person, I also enjoyed chatting with the father and 
daughter both driving MGBs and learning the daughter‘s car is 
her daily driver to school – great stuff.‖   

    ―As far as we know, everyone was happy with the show and 
I heard feedback about how friendly everyone was to visitors 
and folks from out-of-town.  Nothing is perfect, but I think the 
team came close this year.  Just the person in charge of 
weather needs to do a better job but other than a sprinkle, we 
had no rain so we can‘t be too harsh!‖              

   It was another great show.  It takes a team to create a car 
show – thanks to the MG show organizers, the Triumph Club 
for operating the concession stand and the car owners for tak-
ing the time to share with everyone.  See you next year for the 
2012 All British Car and Cycle Show. 

Proofread by Anice Etz 

Kathy gets the 411 from Bella 
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2011 ABCCS—Quotables 

 ―I just put a new gas tank in my TR6.  When you open up the trunk, if you smell fuel and it‘s not a Jaguar, that usually means 

you need a new gas tank‖ 

 ―Of course I was late.  I was putting the car back together.‖  

 ―You guys need an ale stand…we need some black and tans‖ 

 Sequence: ―This is a special ‘74 TR6.  It‘s the lightened version.‖  ―Yeah, acid-dipped.‖  ―I‘m from the 60s, what kind of acid?‖ 

 ―Craig‘s our Director of ‗Can‘t We All Just Get Along‘‖ 

2011 Editor’s Awards 

   As per usual, here are the yr fthfl ed‘s highly unofficial awards:  

Long-Distance Award (By Any Means) – Andy Stark, Daejeon, Republic of Korea, 6707 miles 

Long-Distance Award (Driven) – Jim and Judy Wheeler, 1974 Spitfire, British Motoring Club of Arkansas, Sherwood, 416 

miles 

Lightning Strikes Twice Award – Two (count ‗em, two!) Triumph Stags: Karen & David Zink, Illinois Sports Owners Associa-

tion and Sam Meller & Sarah Ulrich, both ‗73s.  

Best Description of Inadvertent Departure From Controlled Flight in a Triumph Award – John Lamberg & Donna 

Park Over There, Please Award – The Pontiac Fiero modified to look like a Ferrari 308GTB 

The Official SLTOA Dog of the ABCCS Award – Seumas, chauffeured in Bob and Barbara‗s 1979 Spit 

Stark Brecount Blume DeGroodt Madsen 
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Triumph In the Rockies III :  Field Report I 

Welcome New Members! 
 

Mike Davis 
Florissant, MO 

1974 TR6 

Ann & Dennis DeGroodt 
Wildwood, MO 

1960 TR3A 

Don Hiscock 
St Louis, MO 
1962 TR3B 

Paul Kempen 
Pacific, MO 
1965 Spitfire 

Mark Marshall 
St Louis, MO 

1976 TR6, 1969 Jaguar E-Type 

David Mulkey 
Washington, MO 

1976 TR6 

   Dave Massey attended the 2011 VTR ―Triumph in the Rock-
ies III‖ confab in Breckenridge, CO, the third week of August.  
He provided the following notes from the VTR Board meeting:   
 

 Overall VTR health is good.  We have 2500 members; this 

is down 100 from last year representing a 5% drop, which 
is lower than most similar clubs which are town 10 to 15%. 
Dues raised to $35.  The additional funds will be used to 
enhance the newsletter and help support the national and 
regional conventions. 

Bylaws changes:  

 Chapter-affiliate language rectified.  VTR has moved to 

include single marque clubs under the VTR umbrella. To 
differentiate them from geographically defined groups, 
these were called affiliates.   An unanticipated problem 
ensued in that the insurance companies refused to cover 
"affiliates." The bylaws were changed to call them 
"chapters," the term used for the local groups.  In this way 
they are treated as equivalent entities as local "chapters." 
This doesn't effect SLTOA but it allows the TWOA, the 
Stag Club and other single marque clubs choosing to be-
come "Chapters" the same privileges. 

 Spouses are now covered in moving events.  This was not 

the case before. 

 Regalia: Due to increased business demands, 4th Gear 

has elected to no longer serve as the official source of 
regalia for the VTR.  TSI has taken over this service.  Con-
tact Doris at TSI for VTR caps, shirts, hoodies and other 
regalia.  The parting with 4th Gear was amicable, 

 TR Registry may come under VTR next year.  The notes 

are not clear that this is the same as the TRA (Triumph 
Registry of America).   

   On the competition side of VTR, congrats to Dave , with navi-
gator Bill Derlson, who won the Novice Class in the T-S-D Ral-
lye. 

   In the concours, Chris Kresser placed second in the TR3-
early class, 3.5 points behind first place winner Mark Griffin of 
Cherry Hills Valley, CO, earning a Gold Certificate.  

   Contributing Editor Kathy Kresser will provide more informa-
tion and details on the annual VTR gathering in next month‘s 
edition of Exhaust Notes. 

TR Tech 

   Tony Panchot just com-
pleted a mod on his 
TR250: the installation of 
a triple Zenith-Stromberg 
carb set-up, developed by 
Goodparts.  The custom 
badge was fabricated by 
an artist named Pierre in 
Montreal, QC and was 
the last of to produced.  

    Hopefully we‘ll see a 
full tech article on the 
installation of the way 
cool (in technical terms) 
installation in a future 
edition of Notes.  

NATC: 

 2012 - Galveston in October 

 2013 - San Rafael, CA in conjunction with Triumphest, 

again. 

 2014 - Open (some place East would be nice - DVT, NE 

Triumphs?) 

 2015 - ISOA - Illinois Comments were made that it might 

not be in Rockford again. They are looking into Galena, IL. 

Hall of Fame:   

 New rules for honorary membership in the VTR. 

TVT Magazine:  

 Bob Streepy will the next editor of TVT when Mike Cook 

steps down 

 It was implied that Cook will step down sometime in the 

foreseeable future owing to age, health issues, and due to 
the fact that he is currently editing several other club 
magazines concurrently. 
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Meeting Notes—13 September 2011 

   September saw the SLTOA faithful gathering once again at 
the Triumph hobby shop/garage on Gravois, only this month 
the meeting took place one week earlier than normal, the re-
sult of preps for the All British Car & Cycle Show on the 17th.  
And, once again, pizza served as the main course, with John 
Maneke throwing in a box of Krispy Kremes for good measure 
and hardening arteries. 

   One change: when Prez Creig fired up the official SLTOA 
air horn at 8:15, he used the siren function which resulted in 
one wag jumping up and announcing, ―Hello, Officer Sta-
danko!‖  Having gathered in everyone‘s attention, the presi-
dent segued immediately into the treasurer‘s report, announc-
ing ―we still have money!‖ while pointing out the month‘s sin-
gle biggest expenditure, for the new gas grill.   

   Per treasurer Don Huber, the club had $2,694.49 in the till 
effective August‘s meeting.  Income 
for the month totaled $40; expendi-
tures included the grill, $238.37; 
$97.12 to John Lamberg for food for 
the August meeting; and $25 as a 
memorial contribution in the mem-
ory of SLTOA member Ron 
Spiegelman.  The ending balance 
came in at $2374.00.  

   Next, ABCCS preparations and 
discussions.  Joe Guenther submit-
ted the permit for the food conces-
sion, Karl announced he pretty 
much had the new grill put together 
and the club already had several 
cases of drinks and a couple of 
coolers staged in the garage.  The 
burgers and brats were on order 
and Karl said he‘d bring them along 
with the grill and fuel tanks the 
morning of the show, while also 
having the coffee going by 7:30.  
The club had adequate coolers 
lined up and Tony Panchot would provide the ice.  Show time 
for the club was set at 8:00, for set-up purposes.  

   Moving right along, Lee Fox received spontaneous and un-
rehearsed complements on his bright yellow MG Midget, 
which he proudly stated was a pretty good car.  Someone in 
the group responded with, ―Of course it is.  It has a 1500cc 
Triumph engine.‖   

   Several events popped up on the club radar and received 
attention.  Creig noted the Boeing Employees Sports Car Club 
(―Going Fast Slowly, One Cone At A Time‖), after roughly a 
year‘s moribundity – primarily due to the loss of its usual 
event parking lot at Boeing –scheduled an autocross.  The 
event will take place on Sunday 16 October at the Family 
Arena parking lot in St Charles, anyone interested in speeding 
around the pylons is welcome.  The cost is $35 per car and 
helmets will be available; Creig recommended participants 
from SLTOA should make sure their suspensions are tight 
and the battery is secure.  An SLTOA team of undetermined 
size, skill, experience and maturity will make an appearance, 
if anyone wishes to join in contact either President 

Houghtaling or the editor.  Registration starts at 9:30 with the 
first car rolling at 11:00 AM.  

   John Lamberg pointed out that Congregation Temple Israel, 
10675 Ladue Road east of Spoede, will hold a brief car show on 
16 October as part of its 125th Anniversary Fall Festival.  Show 
time is 11:00. 

   Backing up a bit, on 9 October the MG Club of St Louis is 
hosting the ―Almost Too Soon For Full Colour‖ Colour Tour and 
all local LBC clubs are invited to participate.  Show time is 9:15 
at the Target parking lot in Chesterfield Commons, the destina-
tion is Balducci‘s Winery in Augusta.  Further details are avail-
able on the MGCStL web page and an alert will go out via 
SLTOA email, but in the meantime if anyone‘s planning on or-
dering food at the winery, please RSVP by 6 October to Bob 
Horzmann (636)227-3449.   

   Prior to that event, on 1 October, 
Gail and Mel Parentin are hosting the 
―Battle of Bourbon‖ at their farm south 
of, well, Bourbon.  Prior to the event 
the club will work out a plan/meeting 
place for a possible caravan down I-
44 and up several windy back roads 
to the Parentin estância (to quote one 
member: ―Bring your British car but 
leave your muffler at home…or leave 
it in Mel and Gail‘s driveway‖).   

   Dave Massey pointed out that an-
nual Scottish Games & Cultural Festi-
val take place the same weekend at 
Forest Park.  As always, arrive in a 
Brit car and you‘ll get free entry to the 
festivities.  

   Continuing, the Abingdon Trials 
Endurance Rally – aka ―The Gunpow-
der Plot;‖ another MGCStL event – is 
scheduled for Saturday 5 November.  
Start point is the Hooters of Maryland 

Heights at 6:30 AM on Saturday, with completion time of mid-
night for the long rally; a mini-rally‘s also part of the event.  As 
with the Color Tour in October, additional information is avail-
able from the MG Club‘s Bob Horzmann.  President Creig plans 
to run the rally with his sister and invited other members to take 
part.  Lee Fox noted he‘d participated in the mini-rally last year, 
which ran a full 400 miles (comment from the floor: ―If you see a 
Bowlin‘s Running Indian, you‘ve probably driven too far‖).   

   Lee added he‘d attend 6-Pack‘s TRials in Galena, IL over 22-
25 September.   

   Events chairman Chris Kresser then ran down the list of other 
coming attractions, including Cars & Coffee on 17 September 
and 22 October (last one for the season); the International 
Route 66 Mother Road Festival, Springfield, IL, 24-26 Septem-
ber (―Hot Cars, Cool Music and Great Food‖); Memphis Euro 
Auto Fest, 30 September-1 October, hosted by the British Car & 
Motorcycle Club of Memphis (Chris and Kathy are participating 
along with a couple of members of the MG club); and the 2011 
Nashville British Car Club Show, 8 October.      

(Continued on page 8) 

“Heyyyyyy, waitaminit…” 
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SWB-like Pininfarina touch in the far softer sweep of the 
roofline never hit me before, though.  It‘s no wonder 
people love the car at first sight, people with no prior 
interest in automobiles included; the blend of aggres-
sion and grace is heart-melting, and had it come from a 
major design house, every gear head‘s coffee table 
worldwide would hold a book about the thing.  

 The initial plan called for the construction of three SLRs for 
placement on Triumph TR4-powered Morgan +4s.  However, 
the first body wound up on an actual TR4, driven by Neil Dan-
gerfield, a longtime racer of TR3s and 4s.   Dangerfield also 
brought funding from British Petroleum, which may very well 
have contributed to his receiving the first of the four SLRs; the 
other three went onto Morgan chassis, as originally planned by 
Sprinzel and Lawrence. 

   The TR4 SLR debuted at the January 1964 London Racing 
Car Show at Earls Court; the event also saw the unveiling of 
several other vehicles, including the Brabham-Repco BT8 
sports racer, Lotus 30 and Marcos 1800 GT.  Dangerfield put 
his Triumph into competition the following November at Oulton 
Park when he ran in the GT class of the National Open.  He 
continued to race the car through 1967 although after 1965, he 
spent more time running Shelby Cobras in various events.   

   All four cars – the single Triumph and the three Morgan SLRs 
– eventually passed to private collectors.  In 2006, when 

TR4 SLR (Continued from page 10) C h a r l e s 
G o r d o n -
Lennox, the 
Earl of March, 
reopened the 
historic racing 
circuit on his 
estate, Good-
wood, Danger-
field did three 
laps of the 
track in Triumph SLR-1.  All four vehicles reunited at the 2010 
Silverstone Classic and all four remain active in vintage racing in 
England.   

   Lawrence later went on to develop performance mods for 
Vauxhalls and Fords, as well as engines for Marcos and Bentley 
specials.  After closing his shop during the 1980s he moved to 
Southern California and opened LawrenceTune West in Foun-
tain Valley, Orange County.  After 10 years he moved back to 
England, assisted Marcos Cars with the LM600 project and sub-
sequently led the development of the Morgan Aero 8.  John 
Sprinzel retired to Hawaii and, at age 80, still drives a bugeye/
frogeye Sprite.  During the 1970s captained the Triumph rally 
team. 

Sources: www.ultimatecarpage.com;  www.supercars.net; Dale 
Drinnon, ―The First and Last of the Few,‖ Classic and Perform-
ance Car, January 2010. 

 

The TR4 SLR at the 2006 Goodwood Revival, participating in the Fordwater Trophy Race for sports and GT cars.  

Www.ultimate.carpage.com.  

Photo by Dirk de Jager, supercars.net.  

   At this point in the proceedings Prez Creig opened the floor 
for conversations and updates on the various club cars.  Lee 
Fox jumped up and talked about his new overdrive relay, 
available from Volvo 240 and 740-series vehicles.  He‘s rig-
ging it so that it will illuminate a light on the dash while en-
gaged; he pointed out the relay automatically disconnects the 
overdrive during downshifts.  Details and additional informa-
tion will appear as a tech tip in a future edition of the Notes.  

Meeting Notes (Continued from page 7)    Finally, Lee admitted to another project: he made a carpet set 
for his TR6, the result of being ―cheap, but not necessarily 
smart‖ (response from the floor: ―Hey, you fit right in with this 
group!‖).  It should‘ve cost about $40 but, in the true spirit of 
government procurement, came in at a somewhat higher level.  
Lee said that if he had to do it all over again, he‘d just drop the 
cash on carpets from one of the numerous Triumph/LBC parts 
suppliers.  

   And on that happy note, Creig concluded the proceedings, at 
8:45 PM.   
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SLTOA Classifieds 

52 Triumph Renown—New gray leather, fresh paint, TR3 

engine, $7500.  Joliet, IL, call (815)954-6036 (Hemmings) 
(1109). 

55 TR2—Garage find, has fac-

tory overdrive, numbers 
match, has been sitting a 
while.  Matt Montgomery, 
Springfield, MO (VTR Classi-
fieds Ad No. 5551) (1110).  

66 Spitfire—―Rare 66 Triumph;‖ 

does run, needs tires, battery 
and ignition switch, good 
body, would be a great pro-
ject, needs TLC.   This is 
your chance to own a piece 
of British history.  Need to 
sell due to family/medical 
issues, no low-ball offers, I 
know what it is worth.  
$3000, call or text at (217)204-1270, Beardstown, IL for 
more information or reply to sale-rdcdf-
2611352583@craigslist.org (Craigslist) (1110). 

66 TR4A—56K, documented history, no rust, BRG/black, 

$8000 in restoration receipts, call (573)434-2144, Sunrise 
Beach, MO (Hemmings) (1110). 

67 Spitfire—Was work-

ing on it but due to 
tuition increases for 
the kids and unex-
pected house repairs, 
I am not going to be 
able to complete the car.  Stripped to the frame, which has 
been sandblasted and primed; have two sets of doors, two 
hoods (one from a GT6), two windshields with frames, two 
deck lids, one tub that needs new floor pans and most 
parts for two complete cars.  In Nixa, 6 miles south of 
Springfield, but have family in St Charles and can deliver 
parts if enough are purchased.  $800 OBO, contact me 
and let‘s talk about it.  John Clarke, cell (417)880-4292 or 
johnclarke@sbcglobal.net (1106) 

67 Spitfire—Car has 12K 

miles, motor has 112K but 
was told it was rebuilt when 
I purchased it two years 
ago.  Did full frame-off res-
toration of body and interior, 
paint not flawless but it 
looks fair for a 45-year-old 
daily driver, also had the bumpers re-chromed.  No radio, 
has new battery, new carb jets, new rubber hoses on the 
carb, comes with spare tire and extra new generator and 
fuel pump.  Asking $5800, contact for additional info and 
photos.  Rick Kargus, rkar-
gus@revealexhibits.com 
or cell (314)800-9737.  

71 TR6—As seen at the 2011 

ABCCS, outstanding con-
dition, comes with over-
d r i v e  t r a n s m i s s i o n , 

$12,500.  Call Julie Madsen (314)494-7054 (1110). 

71 Stag—Runs like new, bare metal restoration paint job, 

excellent interior, 4sp w/electronic overdrive.  Cruise down 
the road at 70 mph at 2500 rpm.  Spare tire has chrome 
wire wheel too.  Call (913)707-9910 (KC) for details, or 
reply to sale-tesv9-2613619980@craigslist.org (CraigsList) 
(1110)  

71 Spitfire—Owned for 20 years, car has been garaged, 

maintained and improved.  Decent driver, photos avail-
able, located in southeast Missouri.  Contact Lynn Winter, 
Uniontown (573) 788-2574 or winter@ccilink.net (VTR 
Classifieds)  (1110). 

72 TR6—Approximately 60K 

miles.  Many updates/
upgrades: Moss super-
charger kit, oil cooler, elec-
tric radiator fan, Goodparts 
suspension kit, Crane igni-
tion, Spax tube shock con-
version, headers w/ fast road 
exhaust, GM alternator.  Has Laycock A-type overdrive.  I 
have the original parts removed from the car.  Interior has 
new upholstery, new dash and door tops, refinished dash, 
door panels, new carpet, TR6 mats.  Bare metal repaint in 
2005, NO RUST.  Car spent most of its life in AZ.  Some 
oil leakage from TC cover, rear seal, the usual suspects 
but they are very slow leaks.  The top is not perfect but 
very good with new top cover matching interior.  Lots of 
new spare parts!  Asking $17,000.  Call Jim at (573)291-
2355 or email jimjcmo@yahoo.com for more information 
and pictures (1107) 

80 TR Scary—This is the car that 

showed up at the ABCCS, of-
fered by Motorbahn Corp of 
Bridgeton.  1980 TR7 with 1990 
Infiniti M30 turbo engine, 1984 
Nissan 300ZX 5-sp, rack and 
pinion steering, drive shaft and 
engine computer.  HD springs 
and poly bushings.  Seriously 
black paint, new top from Victoria 
British, about 16K miles.  Engine 
produces in excess of 200hp, 
designed and built by an engi-
neer.  $6100, call (314)517-8563 
(1110). 

For Sale—Five (5) TR6 wire wheels, in good shape with older 

redlines.  Wanted, muffler or exhaust system for ‗73 TR6.  

Contact Lee Fox (314)821-1295 (1109). 

For Sale—205/55 ZR15 pair, 225/50 ZR15 pair, staggered 

set Dunlop tires, full tread, $300.  They were mounted up, 
went to a car show and back and then dismounted; too big 
in diameter for the car I had them on.  They didn‘t rub, they 
just didn‘t look right.  Less than 200 miles on the set, tread 
widths are 7 and 8 inches, diameter 24 inches.  Call Craig 
at (636)734-3937.  

Wanted—Transmission tunnel cover for a ‗72 GT6.  Call John 

at (314)821-4154 or email jj.bush@sbcglobal.net.  
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SLTOA 

Monthly 

Meeting 

Tuesday, 18 October 

Wildwood Pub & Grill 

17253 New College Ave 
Wildwood 

(636)273-4303 
 

Muster after 6 PM,  
consume mass quantities, 

meeting at 7 PM or 
thereabouts... 

And Finally…. 

Backwards Glance: the TR4 SLR 

   In 1963, noted British saloon and Austin Healey Sebring 
Sprite designer/racer John Sprinzel started looking around for 
his next great project: the fabrication of a lightweight alumi-
num, aerodynamic body for use on existing sports car frames 
and running gear.  Sprinzer turned to tuner/racer Chris Law-
rence.  

   Lawrence, who operated a shop in Lon-
don‘s Acton District, held quite a reputa-
tion, having won a national championship 
in a Morgan in 1959, followed by a class 
wing at the 1962 Le Mans, driving a highly 
modified +4.  In addition, Lawrence had 
built a strong following for his modified 
TR3 engines which powered a wide range 
of vehicles, including Triumphs, Morgans, 
Swallow Dorettis and other cars.  He also 
produced and drove three Deep Sander-

son Formula Junior cars as well as a couple of coupes, all 
based on the Mini.   

   The two agreed on a design and former Sprinzel-
LawrenceTune Racing, or SLR; Sprinzel arranged for Willliams 
& Pritchard to fabricate the bodies.  Interestingly enough, during 
World War II Charlie Williams and Len Pritchard fabricated body 
panels for the famous Supermarine Spitfire; after partnering in 
1958, they turned out bodies for Lotus, Lister, Elva, Costin, Coo-
per and also built Sprinzer‘s Sebring Sprite.   

   According to writer Dale Drinnon, Sprinzel and Lawrence‘s 
intent was to produce an affordable GT racer ―…using Morgan 
mechanicals presenting slightly less of a barn door to the wind 
than the traditional Morgan and weighing the minimum the FIA 
would allow.‖  Drinnon added,  

   Yes, the C2 Corvette Coupe influence, the dramatic 
Sting Ray of the mid ‗60s, is plain to see; the subtle 250 

(Continued on page 8) 

   Fred hoped to achieve two 
aims with his proposal: bring 
back the proud Triumph 
name, while profiting from the 
growing ―EcoSport‖ move-
ment... 

Chris Lawrence 


