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View from Behind the
Steering Wheel
By Creig Houghtaling
Right now, our big event is the Polar
Bear Run on Sunday February 12th.
Mark Morgan has done a lot of work
to map out a route for us. Tom and
Ann Stark have been gracious enough
to host our post-drive pot luck.
Anyone with an interest in old British
Cars is invited to the drive and/or the
potluck following. If you drive your old
British car with the top open, you get
the honor of claiming to be a genuine
Polar Bear. But that‘s certainly not a
requirement to join the fun. Since the
drive is so close to the date for our
Monthly meeting, we‘ll squeeze in a
short meeting after the pot-luck. It will
be good to have MG and other LBC
club members in attendance, so we
can encourage participation at the
Easter Car Show.
The Easter Car show in Forest Park
on Easter Sunday, April 8th, is our next
big local event. The past couple of
years, we have had a friendly competition going with the MG club to see
which club could show the most cars.
Amazingly, SLTOA has been able to
garner more participants to the show
than the MG club, even though there
are more MGs in the area then Triumphs.

The Bear Awaits...see page 3
Backwards Glance: Racing on Runways
Back during the early 1950s,
sports car racing under the still
new Sports Car Club of America
was on the ropes. The SCCA
started running road racing in
1948, literally using public roads in
various locations around the country. Following several accidents
including a fatality at Watkins
Glen, the club started shifting
events to built-for-the-purpose
sports car tracks around the country. In the meantime, it took advantage of an offer by the Commander-in-Chief of Strategic Air
Command, Gen Curtis LeMay, to hold races on various SAC bases around the country.

Will we be able to get more cars out
there again this year? Well, that will
be up to you. Craig Madsen (636-734
-3937) will be taking names and reservations and coordinating our group
discount rate for showing. Although
we call it a competition, the reward is
actually more MG and Triumph participation. Bragging rights would be
pretty hollow if we only got three

General LeMay strongly supported sports car racing and the development of auto
hobby shops for SAC‘s personnel; in fact, he even owned an LBC, an Allard JR. Many of
his officers – particularly veterans of the war in Europe – owned and raced sports cars.
One example was his Chief of Public Relations, Col Reide Tilley, who also owned a JR.
Tilley flew with the Royal Air Force during WWII with No. 121 Squadron, one of the famous ―Eagle Squadrons,‖ followed by an assignment to the RCAF‘s No. 126 Squadron.
He bagged seven German aircraft during the war, with six probables or damaged, and is
on record as the only pilot ever documented to shoot down an attacking aircraft – in this
case, a German Ju-87 ―Stuka‖ making a run on Malta‘s airfield –with a revolver. Tilley
initially drove a Jaguar XK120M in competition and, along with LeMay, Roy Scott and Col
Dave Schilling, formed the unofficial ―SAC Racing Team.‖

(Continued on page 8)
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Calendar
event discount. More information to follow,
keep
an
eye
on
www.grteencountrytriumphs.com and the
South Central VTR web page at http://
we b . m a c .c om / jc l a yt ho mps o n /iW eb/
VTRSCR/Home.html.

12 Feb 2012– SLTOA’s Annual Polar
Bear Run, start at Starbucks, I-44 and MO
141, potluck party afterwards at Tom and Ann
Stark‘s. This constitutes SLTOA‘s February
meeting, see page 3.

27-29 Apr 2012—Speedfest at the
Classic Motorsports Mitty. Road Atlanta, Braselton, GA.

24-25 Feb 2012—The Rally in the 100 Acre Wood, St
Louis Region SCCA, in Salem, MO. Second event of the RallyAmerican National Championships. Info at www.100aw.org.

Featured marquee is Triumph, commemorating 60 years of
Triumph sports cars and 50 years of the Spitfire; the legendary
R.W. ―Kas‖ Kastner will serve as Grand Marshall. Information
at http://classicmotorsports.net/events/Mitty12/.

26 Feb 2012—16th Annual All British Swap Meet &
AutoJumble, 8 AM-3 PM, 2015 Manchester Rd, Wheaton, Il
60187. Hosted by the Chicagoland MG Club at the DuPage
County Fairgrounds. Information at www.chicagolandmgclub/
swapmeet.

21-23 May 2012—British V8 2012, in Palestine, TX. Sixteenth annual meet with rally/poker run, tour of the Texas State
Railroad Museum, tech/dyno sessions, autocross and more.
For information, monitor www.britishv8.org/British-V8Meetings.htm or call Wayne Kube at cell (214)236-0232.

20 Mar 2012—SLTOA Monthly Meeting.
23-24 Mar 2012—22nd Annual New Orleans British
Car Show, hosted by the British Motoring Club of New Or-

26 May-3 Jun 2012—13th Annual British Car Week.
Watch here for regional events, for information/nationwide
events, contact Scott Helms at sportscars@britishcarweek.org.

leans. Registration 9 AM to noon, followed by popular choice
voting through 3 PM with awards at 4 PM. All Brit cars and
bikes are invited, Information at www.bmcno.org/CurrentShow/
Carshow.php.

27 May 2012—Indianapolis 500, Indianapolis Motor
Speedway, www.indianapolismotorspeedway.com.

7 Apr 2012—Annual Spring Tune-Up/Potluck at Keith

30 May 2012—British National Car Week Welcome/
Kick-Off Event, William J. Clinton Presidential Library & Mu-

Bester‘s house/garage, 115 N Sappington, Kirkwood, sponsored by the Gateway Healey Association. Preparatory event
for the Easter Sunday Forest Park Concours.

seum, Little Rock, AR. Event tentatively sponsored by the St
Louis LBC clubs, details to follow, see page 6 in the meantime.

8 Apr 2012—Annual Forest Park Concours d’Elegance, sponsored by the Horseless Carriage Club of Mis-

30 May-3 Jun 2012—British National Car Week National Meet, Hot Springs National Park, AR. Planned

souri. Will include the fourth round of the St Louis Triumph/MG
Challenge, get those cars ready. Monitor www.hccmo.com/ in
the meantime.

first-ever national meeting of all Brit cars and clubs, events
include local drives, marque-specific dinners, a riverboat
cruise, concours and popular vote show. For more info including
the
latest
updates,
keep
an
eye
on:
www.britishcarweeknationalmeet.org.

17 Apr 2012—SLTOA Monthly Meeting.
21 Apr 2012—First Classic Cars & Coffee of the season,

1-3 Jun 2012 – 21st Annual Champagne British
Car Festival, on the lawn of

Starbucks at Manchester & McKnight, Rock Hill Plaza (9616
Manchester), 8:30-11:30 AM.

21-22 Apr 2012 – Missouri
Endurance Rally & Mini Endurance Trial. Open to all Brit-

the David Davis Mansion
State Historic Site, 1000 Monroe Dr, Bloomington, IL. Aston-Martin is the featured marquee;
contact Dave Hauman (309)838-4707 or hauman48@aol.com
for more information.

ish vehicles built before 1982, $25
entry fee per car/team. Start point
is the Hooters of Maryland Heights
(11835 Lackland Rd) at 6:30 AM,
teams will have until 8:00 AM Sunday to hit all of the mandatory
locations, answer the questions and return to the Hooters parking lot. The team covering the least distance wins; teams
which return to base after 8:00 AM will be disqualified. Awards
ceremony at 8:30 AM. Teams competing in the Mini Endurance Trial will have to return by midnight Saturday. More
details to follow, call up the rally Facebook group in the meantime.

20-23 June 2012—TRA National Meet, Little Switzerland,
NC. Details to follow, monitor www.triumphregister.com/.

6-9 Sept 2012—2012 TRials, Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada, sponsored by 6-Pack, www.6-pack.org/j15/.

27-30 Sept 2012—Triumphest 2012, hosted by Desert
Centre TRA in Flagstaff, AZ. Host hotel is the Little America at
2515 W Butler; group rate is $109, mention Triumphest 2012.
More information at www.triumphest.com.

21-25 Oct 2012—VTR National Convention, Galveston,

26-29 Apr 2012—South Central VTR Regional, in

TX. The Texas Triumph Register is hosting, event hotel is the
San Luis Resort.
Info at http://kingswayrc.com/txtr/

Tulsa, OK, hosted by Green Country Triumphs. Event hotel is
the Holiday Inn Express in Broken Arrow (2201 N Stone Wood
Cir, 74012, 918-355-3200), mention the Triumph meet for the

index.shtml.

2

End point

Rig for cold weather

2012 Polar
Bear Run!
12 February 2012

Start Point:
Starbucks
922 S Meramec Station Rd
Show time: 11:30 AM
Length: 56.1 miles

End Point: Potluck at the Stark‘s, 16 Brazillian Ct, St Louis, (314)993-5314

Hills, Turns, Snow (?), More hills, More turns Route 66, Trains,
Planes, Horses, Cows and Turkeys...but No Camels
TRs in Print
The Winter 2012 edition of Moss Motors‘
British
Motoring
magazine
(www.britishmotoring.net) contains a short
article on the first Triumph sports car, TR2
TS1 LO, now restored and with its owner in
Utah; a TR7/8 buyers guide (―Wedges Still
Polarize Enthusiasts‖); and an interview
with Vintage Triumph Register President
Blake Discher.

St Louis Triumph Owners Association

Member, St Louis Sports Car Council
Www.stlscc.org*
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Runways (Continued from page 1)

Kimberly entourage: a trailer loaded down with two Ferraris, a machine-shop truck, a station-wagon car complete with a bar and two expert mechanics. Kimberly‘s
red Ferrari was able to out-muscle the Jaguar C of Californian Phil Hill on the final straightaway for the win.
Kimberly‘s car also recorded the fastest time at a speed
trap on the longest straightaway, 150 mph.

The first SCCA
National event at a
SAC base took
place in October
1952 at Turner
AFB, Albany, GA,
with revenues from
the race going to
the Air Force Aid
Society. The competition
featured
quite a lineup of
entrants, including
Briggs Cunningham
Gen Curt LeMay, seen with driver Reade with three cars
Tilley and his mechanic at the MacDill AFB, driven by him, John
Fitch and Phil WalFL, race in 1954. Source: VeloceToday.com.
ters; plenty of Allard
-Cadillacs, Jaguar
XK120s, Ferraris and MG TCs and TDs plus a wide mix of
other competitive vehicles. Sad to say, no Triumphs yet; the
US introduction of the TR2 was still several months off. John
Fitch won the four-hour Strategic Air Command Trophy Race in
his Cunningham and received the trophy from 40 th Air Division
commander Col Thayer S. Olds. General LeMay looked on,
aided by a Naval Reserve Commander named Arthur Godfrey.

Well, with 12,250 feet of runway serving as the circuit‘s primary straightaway, the clocking of a Ferrari hitting 150 mph
was certainly believable. Kimberly, the heir to the KimberlyClark fortune, later served as president of the SCCA.
The 1954 SCCA schedule featured races at MacDill AFB;
Hunter AFB, Savannah, GA; Bergstrom AFB; Andrews AFB,
MD; Bakalar AFB, Columbus, IN; Chanute AFB; Westover
AFB, Chicopee Falls, MA; Offutt AFB; Lockbourne AFB, Columbus, OH; March AFB; and NAS Moffett Field, Sunnyvale,
CA. Besides Jags, Ferraris and Allards, the competitors drove
cars such as MG TC/TD/TFs, Austin Healey 100s, KieftBristols, Kieft-MGs, Aston Martins (one powered by an Offenhauser, if you can believe that), Frazier Nashes, Singers, Arnolt-Bristols and a brace of one-off, shop-built specials.
Apparently, national-level sports car races never took place
at Scott AFB. The ―local‖ tracks were Chanute AFB up by Rantoul, Offutt AFB on the south side of Omaha (which also
housed the headquarters of Strategic Air Command) and Malden Air Base down near the Missouri Bootheel on US 62.
Chanute was
assigned to Air
Training Command as one of
the Air Force‘s
primary technica l
t rai nin g
bases. At the
races held in
June 1954, the
highest placed
Triumph driver
was Bob Salzgaber in a
TR2, who came
in 15th. Despite Course layout at Chanute AFB, Rantoul, IL.
this low finish,
Salzgaber saw
plenty of success at the other tracks and wound taking the E
Production National Championship at the end of the year, leading a TR2 sweep of the class. Jaguars dominated C Production
while Austin Healeys ruled D Production; F Production proved

In 1953, events at military installations made up fully 2/3rds
of the SCCA‘s race calendar. The installations included
Bergstrom AFB, Austin, TX; Chanute AFB, Rantoul, IL; Offutt
AFB, Bellevue, NE; Paine AFB, Everett, WA; Lockbourne AFB,
Columbus, OH; Eagle Mountain National Guard Base, Newark,
TX; Stout Field, Indianapolis, IN; NAS Terminal Island, Long
Beach, CA; Stead AFB, Reno, NV; Turner AFB and March
AFB, Riverside, CA. Bergstrom‘s first race, held in April 1953,
proved particularly colorful, according to the AmericanStatesman:
…movie star Jimmy Stewart was on hand as were a
bevy of campus beauty queens. As a special attraction,
former University of Texas track star Allen Lawler challenged a quarter horse and a Jaguar to a special 100yard dash. The oldest surviving soldier from the Civil
War, a 111-year-old Confederate veteran, reigned as
Bergstrom‘s honorary base commander for the day…In
the featured 200-mile race, the favorite was the dapper,
45-year-old (Jim) Kimberly. According to Time magazine, Kimberly ―made an entrance into Austin that was
spectacular even by Texas standards. Included in the
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a battle between Porsche and the MG Ts, with Porsche coming
out on top. Notably, the FP class turned out several drivers
who went on to fame, including Dr Dick Thompson (Porsche),
Pete Lovely (Porsche) and Bob Holbert (MG).

and taking off hub camps and front and rear bumpers.
All work would stop each time a group of long-legged
girls would pause to admire a tiny $35,000 Ferrari which
weighed 1200 pounds and produced 310 horses at the
rear wheels. The girls decided it was definitely ―cute.‖

Concerning Malden AB, it too operated under Air Training
Command. As an army air field during World War II, it housed
flight training for aviation cadets, utilizing Vultee BT-13s and
BT-15s. After June 1944, it served as a transport and glider
training facility under I Troop Carrier Command. The Air Force
declared Malden surplus in 1948.

Race time the next afternoon found Ed at the starting
line for a checker board start and as each driver held up
his first to signify ready, the starting flag was raised,
engines revved to a screaming pitch, and as the flag
dropped, forty left feet popped off of forty clutches and
the blinding, chaotic rush to the first corner had begun.
Full throttle pressed him back in the seat and he desperately searched for a hole to squeeze through or
around the eight cars in front of him; and it was obvious
that this idea had just occurred to the pack behind.

However, on
11 July 1951 the
USAF
reactivated the field
as Malden Air
Base, for the
purpose of contract flight training. As the title
implies, a civilian
flight
school
trained future Air
Force pilots under
contract.
The Air Force Photos via Malden Army Airfield Preservation
operated several Society, www.maaps.net/history.html.

He snapped the gear shift back to second and passed
two cars on the right as he wound up the engine to
6500 rpm and found himself tightly sandwiched between a Healey and a Porsche with a single car-width
left-handed bend just ahead. The Porsche shifted into
third, just before he did, and increased the gap with its
four overhead cams bellowing noisily and the Healey
dropped back for the bend, and with his foot practically
in the carburetor Ed was relieved to see the other man
fall back. He was less than four feet behind the white
Porsche at 125 mph when an ear splitting whine,
painted Italian racing red, passed so quickly that he just
recognized it to be one of the small engined Ferraris
with the magnesium body and a top speed of 170.

of these contract
flight installations
during the 1950s,
most operating T6 Texans, T-34s,
T-28s and later
Cessna T-37s.

Suddenly, the 90 degree corner came into view and
he maintained full speed until the last moment and then
stabbed the brakes with his toe and hit the gas with his
heel; double-clutched into gear, and watched the tach
nudge the red line. Still too fast for the corner, he down
-shifted into second and swung slightly wide and then
back to the right breaking all four wheels free of positive
adhesion and with the application of power and steering
to the outside of the turn placed the car in a beautiful
four wheel drift. When almost through the corner he
revved up to 700 rpm and heard the valves bounce as
he was able to pass two Triumphs who had taken the
turn wide.

At
Ma l d e n ,
Anderson Air Activities of Milwaukee provided the
training, with the
Air Force‘s 3305th Pilot Training Group operating the base.
During the course of flight training operations, the company
published a monthly magazine (officially termed an ―internal
information bulletin‖) for the field‘s personnel.

Then, slamming into third, he heard his tires shriek in
protest and the engine threatened to come unglued and
present him with a
lapful of pistons. The
boy in the white Porsche had missed his
shift into third and Ed
was able to take him
before he could recoup
his loss of vital rpm.
Then back into high,
and maximum speed,
with a gentle S bend
just ahead that must
be taken lightly and
with the fingertips to
avoid over-control.

Interestingly enough, the June 1958 edition has a photo of a
dashing young pilot – complete with aviator sunglasses – sitting on the front fender of his TR3 (see pg 1). Here‘s the story
that goes with the photo:
Ed was bent over a soggy grade slip as I walked into
the Ready Room and looked up with his irrepressible,
boyish smile. He has always struck me as one of the
few pilots who look exactly the way a pilot should look
and so I self consciously removed my bifocals, eased
myself onto the table and plunged, ―Well, how was the
sports car race at Indianapolis?‖
An incredible shock wave of enthusiasm hit me headon and before I could recover my balance, I was verbally transported to Indianapolis and watchin‘ Ed tune
his chocolate colored Triumph sport car to perfection,
as he waited his turn in the technical inspection line.

And so it goes for
over thirty-five laps; up
to 125 mph in the

The line-up was a riot of color and filled with almost a
hundred cars of all types, designs and horsepower.
The drivers were busy securing masking tape on the
headlights, removing the windshields on the roadsters

(Continued on page 6)
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Kick-Off In Little Rock, 30 May 2012
The British Car Week National Meet approaches and with it, an outstanding opportunity for St Louis/Metro East LBCs to boost
public awareness and appreciation of British cars. The festivities start on 30 May 2012 at the Clinton Presidential Library & Museum overlooking the Arkansas River in Little Rock.
As the interactive exhibit at the Museum will pay tribute to the world
champion St Louis Cardinals, the
organizers have asked the St Louis contingent to host the event, by providing 12 really good cars of as many LBC makes and
models for display in ―Celebration Circle,‖ as well as members to assist with greeting duties. Besides the Cards display, the
opening will include lunch; 200 tickets are available at $15 for Brit car owners and $25 for others. The ticket will get you in the
door, the tour of the library/museum, lunch and a chance to hear featured speaker Carmel Ms Roberts of the Historic Vehicle
Association. Reportedly, Arkansas Governor Mike Beebe and the British Consul will also attend the opening.
From the Clinton Library, two squadrons of Spitfires will lead participants down the highway to the National Meet site at Hot
Springs National Park. Other speakers during the week will include Kelvin Dobb, Moss Motors; Peter Fino, QuattroFino; British
Car Week founder Scott Helms; Timothy McNair, Grand Prix Concours Preparation; Keith Martin, Sports Car Market magazine;
and Rob Sass, publisher, Hagerty Classic Cars. Dave Stuursma, the new editor of Moss Motors‘ British Motoring, might also
make an appearance.
If you‘re considering the drive to Little Rock and are willing to pitch in with the opening – including display of your car – please
contact SLTOA coordinator Mark Morgan; members of other clubs who plan on participating are welcome to contact Mark also,
the sooner the better. Otherwise, over the next three months, keep an eye on www.britishcarweeknationalmeet.org.

Runways (Continued from page 5)
straights, down to 90 for the bends, and down to 70 for the sharp corners, where the sensation of speed and motion was
actually the greatest.
Ed kept reminding himself. To save his brakes, make his clutch work instant, watch the oil temp, rear view mirror, red
line on the tachometer and above all, keep a cool head.
I returned to the reality of the briefing building and wiped my clammy palms on the knees of my suit, as Ed carried me
into the last lap of the race. His chest size increased several inches as he told me that he had taken first in his class and
third overall in the entire race. I was amazed. Things like first in class and especially third overall just don‘t happen to a
guy in his first race unless his father and grandfather were professional race champions, or everyone else in the race
drops dead, or he has so much drive, enthusiasm, and natural ability that he is able to shatter the statistics in such a no
sweat manner.
Racer ―Ed‖ from Missouri‘s own Malden Air Base apparently competed in the 1957 SCCA Nationals at Stout Field, an Indiana
National Guard installation on the west side of Indianapolis which hosted SCCA races from 1953 through 1957. In the 16 June
1957 event, Triumph TR3s placed sixth and seventh in E Production; the drivers were only identified by their last names, Shultz
and Bender. Duke Knowlton won the race in an AC-Bristol, followed by Harry Gaunt in a Morgan. In October 1957, the Indianapolis Region of the SCCA returned to Stout Field, advertising the event as ―1.7 miles of speed and deception.‖
While Chanute closed in 1994 as a result of recommendations by the Base Realignment and Closure Commission, Offutt AFB
is still operational and quite busy, albeit without sports cars rorting around the runways. Stout Field closed to aircraft operations
late in the 1950s and now houses a mix of National Guard and commercial activities.
Anderson Air continued to handle Air Force pilot training at Malden AB through 26 July 1960, when the 3305 th PTG inactivated.
The base itself closed on 1 September 1960. As indicated earlier, it‘s now a small municipal airport with several surviving Air
Force structures as well as the Malden Airfield Preservation Society, which operates a small museum (www.maaps.net/
activities.html). Whether the museum has any displays about the times when Air Force student pilots and contract flight instructors raced around the region in Triumphs or the like, well, you‘ll just have to visit to find out.
However, the military-sports car tradition does continue; the Coronado Speed
Festival historic races are held at the end of each September on the runways of
Naval Air Station North Island as part of Fleet Week San Diego. Undoubtedly,
around the country military personnel still race cars – including now ―antique‖ Triumphs – and at many installations you can still find the periodic autocross or road
rally. However, few probably are aware of the major role the military played in ensuring the survival of sports car racing in the United States.

2011 event, NAS North Island, CA. Ap- Sources: VeloceToday.com, (Austin, TX) American-Statesman; Etceterini.com;
parently the Kressers aren’t the only Terry O‘Neil, Runways & Racers: Sports Car Races Held on Military Airfields in
ones to rort around in PV-544s. Photo: America 1952-1954 (Dorchester, UK: Veloce Publishing Ltd, 2011).
Britt Siegel
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Meeting Notes—17 January 2012
Duffy‘s in Kirkwood was so good last month, the SLTOA
membership decided to meet there again for January‘s meeting, which saw a great turnout of 31 people. The pre-meetingover-dinner discussions ran the usual gamut from holiday talk
to a local welder who fabricates items using old car parts (case
in point: John Lamberg now has a bench made from Triumph
parts).

On to discussion of upcoming events, including the New Orleans British Car Show, 23-24 March; the annual Forest Park
Concours, on 8 April; Missouri Endurance Rally, 21-22 April;
the initial Cars & Coffee of the season at Starbucks on Manchester, 21 April; Speedfest at the Classic Motorsports Mitty,
Road Atlanta, 27-29 April; and the British National Car Week
events late May-early June in Little Rock and Hot Springs National Park. Mark - who‘s serving as SLTOA coordinator for
participation in the latter activities, as well as representative to
the other LBC clubs in St Louis - reminded the members that
the Little Rock organizer is looking for 12 really good cars, multiple Brit makes, for display at the Clinton Library and Museum.
Otherwise, we‘re looking for volunteers to work the opening
ceremonies.

Vice President Craig initiated the business meeting portion of
the evening at 7:20 PM, in lieu of absent Prez Creig. First item
up was a reminder the club will hold its annual elections in
March and the offices of SLTOA president, vice president and
treasurer are up for grabs as the incumbents have declined
another term. The secretary announced he was willing to do
another one-year tour. Additionally, club dues are, well, due in
March; treasurer Don Huber reminded everyone that thanks to
the miracle of the internet, members can now re-up using PayPal on the SLTOA web page.

Concerning Forest Park, Craig noted it was approaching time
to ―…officially throw the gauntlet down again‖ vis a vis our annual challenge with the MG Club of St Louis. The discussion
quickly segued into commentary on last year‘s Forest Park
downpour/flood and repeated complements to Karl Schmitt for
rescuing a couple of club cars post-deluge. Craig also suggested it was time to start considering a location for next December‘s annual Christmas party, to be held on ―…the first
February in December.‖

Concerning the treasury, the club held a balance of $2534.27
on 15 November. Expenditures through the end of the year
included $.15 for PayPal verification; $6.00 to Creig for the
December newsletter; $18.00 to Arlie King for the Christmas
Party; and $1525.52 to the Feasting Fox for the party, for a
total of $1549.67. Income included $.15 from PayPal as part of
the verification process; three deposits of Christmas Party payments totaling $1010.00; $15.00 for dues;
and $25.00 classified as miscellaneous income, for a total of $1050.15. Thus, a meeting night balance of $2034.74 in the SLTOA
coffers.

Once the laughter died down, the subject turned to spontaneous/short-notice/‖pop-up‖ driving events,
similar to last year‘s ―Hello Officer Jeffries‖
drive to Clarksville (thanks Andy!) and November‘s Post-Turkey Day run to the German restaurant in Foster Pond (thanks Joe!).
John Lamberg and Donna mentioned a possible drive to Bud‘s Gas in DeSoto, a restored Texaco station. Apparently, local car
clubs regularly make the run down there,
sounds perfect for SLTOA. Club members
are invited to research or better yet, schedule - via the SLTOA email - similar drives as
we get into spring.

Creig reminded everyone of the upcoming
kickoff event for 2012, the annual Polar Bear
Run, scheduled for Sunday 12 February.
Secretary/routemeister Mark announced an
11:30 AM show time at the starting point, the
Starbucks at the southwest corner of I-44
and MO 141 next to Hardees, with a planned departure time of
12 noon. He described the route as ―west…then south…then
west some more…then northwest…north again...‖ etc, totaling
41.8 miles to I-64 at Spirit of St Louis Airport, followed by a 17mile run up the freeway to the Starks. Mark noted the route
had a few fast sections, plenty of tight turns and elevation
changes; directions will be provided at the start point (―If you
see a sign that says ‗Tucumcari Tonight!‘ you‘ve gone too far‖)
and recommended drivers use appropriate caution in the hilly
and narrow sections…‖Or you‘ll be dead,‖ said one of the
club‘s eternal optimists. On a more upbeat note, Tom and Ann
Stark put the word out that even if you‘re not driving in the Polar Bear, by all means come by for the meal some time after 2
PM (Ed Note: see page 3 for more Polar Bear information).

Karl Schmitt announced he was looking for a few good nuts
(half of the club jumped to its feet while the other half bailed
out)…as well as bolts, lock washers and the like, as part of the
rebuilding of his Spitfire. He‘s in the process of placing a bulk
order with a couple of vendors for high grade, ―national fine‖standard hardware which should go out in about two weeks. If
anyone‘s interested in piggy-backing on Karl‘s order, drop him
an email at targetguy39@hotmail.com.
Finally, another reminder about dues and the opportunity for
members to send theirs in for 2012 using PayPal and the
SLTOA web page. Treasurer Don said Prez Creig agreed to
get an email reminder out to everyone as March approached.

At this point Craig had long-time member Steve Hunt stand
up to accept abuse, er, accolades. The evening marked
Steve‘s last SLTOA meeting prior to his Air Force transfer west
- via a couple of service schools - for an assignment at Nellis
AFB, Las Vegas, Nevada. Steve commented, ―I‘ve been in
several clubs over the last 18 years; this is by far the best I‘ve
ever belonged to. You‘re like family.‖ He then sat down to
applause, promising to stay in touch via the internet and the
online Exhaust Notes. Finally, in response to a question from
the floor, Steve said as far as he knew none of the advanced
weapons he‘d shortly be working with were manufactured by
Lucas…

Finally, finally, as the meeting ended, a quick discussion on
the Noble 400 seen rorting around town. The car is an LBC
(well, designed in the UK and manufactured in South Africa),
powered by a twin-turbo V6 (425 hp!), looks something like a
late-model Lotus on steroids and is available only as a kit car.
The one seen in St Louis apparently belongs to the owner of
the BMW shop at Manchester and Woods Mill.
The meeting formally ended (deteriorated?) at 7:45. February‘s meeting will take place at Tom and Ann Stark‘s following
the Polar Bear run.
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MG Club of St Louis Holiday Party
By Kathy Kresser

Oh, I like this!‖ I think she stuffed it under the table to avoid
having it stolen. Bob Horzmann opened a package with a lug
wrench. He seemed satisfied; however, it was stolen. His next
choice contained Christmas ornaments and other festive items.
In response, Rich Berger said, ―The lug wrench looks pretty
good now.‖ Sterling‘s package included a bottle of MD 20-20
and Mason jar mugs. Janel Demick chimed in that the mugs
were ―redneck wine glasses.‖

Bully‘s Smokehouse hosted the annual MG Holiday Party on
January 14. The BBQ was good eating, the adult beverages
were good drinking and the camaraderie could not be beat.
Mike Fishman, MG Events Coordinator, greeted everyone
and was a darn good master of ceremonies. I talked with
Mikey about the festivities and he shared this comment: ―First,
thanks to Lee and Gail Fox and my wife Cookie for helping me
organize the affair and select decorations. Thanks to Simon
Dix and Janel Demick for securing Bully‘s Smokehouse last
year. Thanks to Bully‘s and Melanie our server for the fine
party room, food and service.‖ Mikey also said, ―The highlight
of the event was the gift exchange.‖

Bob Strathman has a method of selecting unusual gifts. This
year he was the lucky recipient of a Relaxation Fountain. Apparently it was not a coveted item as he owned it at the end of
the evening. He told me that, ―It could come back next year
repackaged.‖ Don‘t say you were not warned. I don‘t recall
how often Suzanne Huber selected a gift – everything she
picked someone stole. By far, the most popular gifts were
tools, followed by adult beverages. Truly, it is a fun exchange
of sometimes useful, sometimes not useful gifts, but we all
enjoy it.

Speaking of the gift exchange, better known as Rob Your
Neighbor, it is an interesting mix of comments and gifts. The
basic rules are: The first person selects a gift from the table,
opens it, the next person may either select a gift from the table
or steal a gift that has been opened. A gift may be stolen
twice, so the third owner is safe.

Here‘s a big round of applause and our sincere thanks to the
team for making this event a big success.

I love the comments offered by some gift recipients. Lisa
Mangles opened a gift containing Pinot Noir wine. She said‖

Proofread by Anice Etz

Despatches (Continued from page 10)

Wheel (Continued from page 1)

prior winning cars on display. Sad to say,
no Triumphs in the group, but FLBCs included the Penske 1969 Lola T70 MK3B;
1984‘s March-Porsche 83G; 1988‘s Jaguar XJR-9; and 1990‘s Jaguar XJR-12. Dan Gurney‘s LotusClimax 19B, the winner of the inaugural 1962 event, also made
an appearance.

Triumphs and two MGs to the show. So with the goal to make
our social interaction between all the British car clubs nicer,
I‘ve asked Craig Madsen to see if the Horseless Carriage Club
could locate the different British cars closer to each other on
the display lot. I don‘t know it that can be done, but we can
ask.
In March we will have elections for officers. So please volunteering yourself, or nominating candidates for President, Vice
President, Secretary, and Treasurer. Some current officers
might be happy to serve another two years, but I would prefer
to pass the presidency on to another SLTOA member.

As part of the run-up to the event, Sports Car Digest & Vintage Car Journal (www.sportscardigest.com) presented a number of articles on previous Daytona 24-hour races, including a
20 January 2012 post on the 1967 event. Three Ferrari 330
P3/4s won the race; the red cars from Maranello roundly beat
six Ford GT40 MkIIs, five of which didn‘t finish the race.

March is also the time to renew your membership. Some of
you have already renewed and are paid up for 2012. Some
have not paid for 2011. Usually by June I clear our roster of
anyone who doesn‘t renew. Last June I didn‘t clear the roster,
but this year I will call those who have not renewed and I‘ll remove those who don‘t want to remain members. I‘ll have more
time to do that with someone else as president.

Triumphs? Cannons Auto Service entered two TR4As; Dana
Kelder and Ara Dube finished 14th and 1st in GT+2.0, followed
by Guido Levetto and Steve Somner, 18th. Other Triumph
teams included Ray Stoutenburg/James Taylor/Roger
McCluskey, TR4A, DNF; Joe C. Hines, Jr/CC Canada/TJ Kelly,
TR4, DNF; and Tim Burr/Buell Owen/Clint Cavin, TR4, not
classified (ie, they finished
so far back—402 laps
down on the winner—they
didn‘t register in the final
tally).
Apparently the last time a
Triumph raced at Daytona
was the 1980 race, when
Group 44 entered its famous British Leylandbacked TR8 coupe, driven
by Bob Tullius, John
McComb and John Kelly.
Unfortunately, the car didn‘t finish the race, going
out with a gearbox failure.

The March newsletter will have more details on membership
renewal. But for those who want to renew right now, mail a
check to Don Huber for $15 (email newsletter notification) or
$25 (email newsletter notification plus a black & white hard
copy by snail mail). His address is: 5457 Potomac St. St.
Louis, MO 63139-1546. For those of you who would like to pay
with Paypal (or credit card), you can now pay on line at: http://
www.sltoa.org/newmemberpaypal.htm. You have to pay a
$1.50 service charge premium to use this service. SLTOA cost
is less than that, but $1.50 makes sure we don‘t lose any
money (SLTOA does get a few cents more if you use Paypal.) I
I want to thank Don Huber for setting up the Paypal account.
He had to go to a lot of work to make it happen. And, I want to
thank Gary Allgood for setting the code into the web site.

TR4A of Levetto and Somner on the
track at Daytona with the Ferrari 365
P2/3 driven by Brits David Piper and
Richard Attwood: Fred Schmidt, via
Sports Car Digest.

Hope to see everyone at the Polar Bear run on the 12th.
- Creig
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SLTOA Classifieds
30 Triumph Super 7—Not running, great for restoration, as
is, $6000.
Evening
(Hemmings) (1202)

Shade,

AR

76 TR6—Fully restored, less than 4700 miles since complete

(870)266-3128

body-off restoration, matching numbers. $19,500, in Madison, WI. Ad No. 1340872 (Hemmings) (1202)

55 TR3—Small mouth, needs restoration, runs, solid. Also 59

76

TR3, excellent condition, 44K miles, complete, runs great;
60 TR3A, needs restoration, solid, complete, engine free.
Broadview Heights, OH (440)546-9121 (Hemmings)
(1202)

63 TR4—Red, in very good shape, odo shows 48,035. High
Ridge/SW St Louis, $8000, call (314)740-6777 (Craigslist)
(1112)

65 Spitfire – Runs, moves (brakes are weak), clean Illinois
title, needs restoration. $1500 OBO, reply to sale-fzyx22735196235@craigslist.org (Craigslist) (1201)

TR7—Hardtop/fixed-head
coupe, parts or project car.
No motor or trans, previous
owner was in the process
of doing a small block conversion. Needs a lot of
work, asking $600, will not
respond to scrap offers.
Shipman,
IL.
Reply
to
sale-9avjy2795564251@craigslist.org (Craigslist) (1202)

81 TR8 – Persian aqua body, dark blue top, blue interior, 5speed, low mileage original. Indianapolis, call (317)5257712 for details (Hemmings) (1201)

66 TR4A—56K, documented history, no rust, BRG/black,
$8000 in restoration receipts. Sunrise Beach, MO, call
(573)434-2144 for information (Hemmings) (1201)

For Sale—I have decided after four years and not completing
my restoration project, a 1958 TR3, that it‘s time to pass
the baton.
I will sell the following: 1958 TR3 body, off frame, including RH & LH floor pans, inner and outer sills and running gear, w/ title, $1500. The following parts are all new
from TRF, unless otherwise marked: (2) Dayton wire
wheels, painted (Moss), $600; (1) wire wheel installation
kit, $400; (1) White top, $300; (1) white tonneau, $200; (1)
white original Triumph tonneau, still in original plastic, unopened, $500; (1) dark blue carpet set, $300; blue interior
complete panel set, $400; RH & LH seat upholstery set,
$500; entire door & cab capping set, $125; dash cover kit,
$40; new glove box, black, $25; top frame, used, $250;
side curtain frames, used RH/LH, $300
I have a lot of new and used TR3 and some TR4A
parts, need something not listed . Give me a call, I may
have it.
Jack Edwards (816)591-4351 or jackhedwards@gmail.com (KCMO/1112)

71 TR6—As seen at the 2011
ABCCS, outstanding condition,
$12,500.
Call Julie Madsen
(314)494-7054 (1110).

72 Stag—Third owner, vehicle
runs well, original wire wheels,
convertible top in good shape,
minor surface body work needed.
Looking for a good home,
$15,700 negotiable, call (513)607
-8597) Cincinnati, OH
(Hemmings) (1112)

72 TR6—Three cars for $6000, I
will sell as package or individually as shown: 72 TR6 has
Monza exhaust, in primer, missing bumpers, lights and
grill, has aftermarket hardtop, good KS title, $1500; 72
TR6 w/factory overdrive, missing tail lights, bumpers,
carbs, no title, $1700; 75 TR6 complete but exhaust manifold removed, no title, some rust on frame, $1500. Located 22 NE of KCMO, have extra doors, bonnets, deck lid
and other parts. Call with questions or photos, Joe (816)
520-2433 (VTR Classifieds) (1202)

For Sale—72-80 Spitfire 1500 parts, large assortment
included 2 transmissions, bumpers (front and rear), doors,
windshields and window glass, 1 full hood with fenders/
lights/brackets, box of electrical parts (speedometers,
gauges, turn signals, etc). Contact K Tibbs for details,
tibbsk@yahoo.com (1112).

Wanted—Transmission tunnel cover for a ‗72 GT6.

Call
John at (314)821-4154 or email jj.bush@sbcglobal.net
(1111)

73 TR6—Porsche Red, runs great, all together save for the
instrument panel and the console which need installation,
has new top, not installed. In Lake St Louis, make a reasonable offer. Tom Lansdale (636)561-2452 (1111)

***********************************

75 TR6—Just out of storage, 63K on the odometer, engine

Reminder: Exhaust Notes ads generally run for three months

runs and sounds good but will need car adjustment or rebuild. Brakes not currently working. Body has older repaint, no rust holes, interior original and in fair-to-poor condition. Email if interested, Jeff, Affton, MO, reply to saleru2vz-2663491974@craigslist.org (CraigsList) (1111)

but can be extended upon request. If you sell your car,
equipment or parts or find a buyer for your items, please
notify the editor.

76 TR6—Red, in excellent condition, 64,037 miles and runs
great. Rebuilt carbs, new master cylinder, wire harness,
undercoasted, flawless top, original Lucas AM/FM radio,
still has inspection sticker from the factory. Comes with
TR6 manual, free new and old parts and Triumph books.
$12,500, in Belleville.
Reply to sale-xbqdf2774792880@craigslist.org (Craigslist) (1201)

SLTOA’s on Facebook!
Www.facebook.com/home.php?
sk=group_134416839926824&ap=1
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SLTOA Monthly
Meeting
NOTE:
February’s meeting moved to
Sunday, 12 Feb, following
the annual SLTOA
Polar Bear Run

Tom & Ann Stark’s
16 Brazilian Court
St Louis, MO 63124
(314)993-5314
Can’t make the run? Join the gang at
Tom and Ann’s around 2 PM for a
potluck meal and the meeting.

Mentioned in Despatches
gratulations to Central Oklahoma and here‘s to a great 30th
anniversary year!

Congrats, COVTR
The year 2012 marks the 30th anniversary of Central Oklahoma VTR,
Oklahoma City. The club‘s charter
from the Vintage Triumph Register
was, ―Presented in the Colonies of
America on the 15th day of Nov. in the
year of Our Lord 1982 during the long
and glorious reign of Her Majesty,
Queen Elizabeth II.‖

Rolex 24 at Daytona
This year‘s Rolex 24 at Daytona, held over 26-29 January,
celebrated the 50th anniversary of the historic endurance race at
the equally historic track.

COVTR‘s January 2012 newsletter, Triumph Trails (http://
www.okctriumphs.org/Newsletters.html), contains an article on
the early days of the club written by Mike Billotte. Again, con-

And Finally….

As part of the festivities, Daytona International Speedway
hosted 47 former 24-hour champions including such luminaries
as Brian Redman (1970, 1976, 1981); Bobby Rahal (1981); AJ
Foyt (1983, 1984) and Derek Bell (1986, 1987, 1989). AND, to
kick off the event, the organizers placed a substantial number of
(Continued on page 8)

Triumph Maintenance/Repair Flow Chart

Any questions?
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