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Start/Finish:
Fast Lane Cars
427 Little Hills Industrial

Launch the all-weather LBCs (and anyone else
who wants to make the run)…
Start Point: Fast Lane Classic Cars, MO 94 & MO 370
Show Time: 9-9:30, first car should be on the way by 9:45
Length: ~ 80 miles
Two (count ‘em, two) Ferry Crossings; have $7 cash hand
for the Golden Eagle Ferry)
End Point: Joe & Sharon Guenther’s; pot luck meal and
meeting, see pg. 12

One Man’s TR3, Cont’d...
In last month’s Exhaust Notes we introduced new SLTOA member John DeLuca,
USAF (Ret), a longtime Triumph enthusiast. As a recap, his first TR3 “arrived” in 1964
while he was undergoing flight training with the 3650 th Pilot Training Wing at Webb AFB,
San Angelo, TX. He sold it prior to departing for an operational tour in fighters in Germany.
John’s next assignment put him at Nellis AFB , Las Vegas, NV (same place our old
bud Steve is now stationed), where he bought two more TR3s with the intent of kitbashing them into one good car. A combat tour in Southeast Asia put the project on hold for
a while, but after his arrival at Luke AFB, Glendale, AZ, in late 1974, he finally got going.
The photos, which we started last month and finish in this issue, show the results of his
two-year effort.

As indicated last month, you’ve gotta start somewhere...
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(Continued on page 5)

Calendar
10 Feb 2013—SLTOA Polar Bear
Run.
Annual season-opening drive

County Fairgrounds. Event now includes all marques of British
cars. Information and directions at www.britishcarswap.info.

with pot luck and short club meeting
afterwards See pg. 1.

Feb 2013—Jaguar Association of Greater St Louis
Winter Driving Tour, hosted by Phil Taxman and Jim

19 Mar 2013—SLTOA monthly
meeting.

Hendrix.
Still in planning, monitor www.jcna.com/clubs/
main.php?club=sc20&Vref=sc20.

17 Mar 2013—6th Annual Terry Fanning Rally, hosted

16 Apr 2013—SLTOA monthly
meeting.

by the MG Club of St Louis. Event planning underway, check
back at www.stlouismgclub.com/Events.aspx.

24-28 Apr 2013—2013 VTR South Central Regional,

23 Mar 2013—23rd British Motoring Club of New Orleans British Car Day, “Way Down Yonder,” Delgado Com-

Waco, TX, hosted by the Red River Triumph Club of DFW.
See pg. 3, event web page at www.redrivertriumphclub.org/
regional2013.html.

munity College-City Park Campus. Host hotel Days Hotel of
Metairie, monitor www.bmcno.org.

Jun 2013—Annual STLOA Drive/Picnic, details to fol-

30 Mar 2013—Pre-Forest Park Concours Wash-Up/
Clean-Up, hosted by Gateway Healey Association, at Keith

low.

Bester’s house.

12- 15 Jun 201 3 —T R A 2013,
“Triumphs Between the Lakes,” at

31 Mar 2013—52nd Annual Forest Park Concours
d’Elegance, hosted by the Horseless Carriage Club of Misth
souri; the event includes the 5
Annual Triumph-MG
Challenge with the Morris Garage types go-

Kenlake Resort & Lodge, Aurora, KY.
Lodge space is limited so book early, (800)
324-0143, rates range between $79.95 for a
lodge room to $179 for a three-bedroom
cottage. Lodge space is limited so book
e a r l y.
Mo r e
shall
be
r e ve a l e d ,
monitor
www.triumphregister.com/; online forum at
http://
triumphregister.lefora.com/2012/07/02/tra-2013-in-aurorakentucky/.

ing for a second consecutive victory. Details to
follow, HCCMo web page at www.hccmo.com/
id14.html.

5-7 Apr 2013—Annual Tartan Days, St
Charles historic district. Parade at noon on
Saturday, Tartan music fest at 7 PM that evening. LBCs on display at The English Shop, 703 S Main St
(636)946-2245, canned haggis only $10!

19-22 Sept 2013—Six Pack TRials 2013, Traverse City,
MI. Details at www.6-pack.org/j15/.

2-6 Oct 2013—Triumphest/VTR 2013, San Rafael, CA,

6-7 Apr 2013—Missouri Endurance Rally & Mini Endurance Trial hosted by the MG Club of St Louis. Open to

hosted by the Triumph Travelers Sports Car Club of the
Greater San Francisco Bay Area. Concours, numerous driving tours, rally plus events at Speedway Sonoma (former Infineon Raceway/Sears Point). See www.triumphtravelers.org
for information as the date draws closer.

all British vehicles built before 1982, start point is Hooters of
Maryland Heights.
Watch for additional details at
www.stlmgclub.com.

7 Apr 2013—St Louis Region SCCA Autocross No. 1,

21 Sept 2013—32nd Annual St Louis All British Car &
Cycle Show, Creve Coeur Lake Park.

Family Arena, St Charles.
evensSchedule.

May 2014—SLTOA 30th Anniversary

Details at www.stlsolo.org/

13 Apr 2013—EuroFest Classic European Auto & Cycle Show, Towne Center at Cedar Lodge in Baton Rouge, LA.
Details at www.euro-fest.net.baton_rouge/index.php.

9 Feb 2013—Winter Cars & Coffee,
Schneithorst’s Restaurant, 1600 S Lindbergh
(Lindbergh & Clayton, opposite Plaza Frontenac), 8:30 AM.

21 Apr 2013—Boeing Sports Car Club Autocross No.
1, Family Arena, St Charles. For info or to sign up, contact

9 Feb 2013—British Invasion
@ Kemp Auto Museum, hosted

26-28 Apr 2013—Speedfest at the Classic Motorsports Mitty, Road Atlanta, Braselton, GA, sponsored by

Racer Steve at sshab@yahoo.com.

by MG Club of St Louis, 16955
Chesterfield Airport Rd.
Arrive
around 10:30 AM, guided tour at 11
AM, $5 admission. Lunch afterwards at The World Famous
Wentes Open Wheel Restaurant & Saloon, 18000 Chesterfield
Airpor t
Rd.
Info
i ncluding
menu
link
at
www.stlouismgclub.com/Events.aspx.

Classic Motorsports and Sportscar Racing, Ltd (HSR). This
year’s featured marque is MG, information at
www.hsrrace.com/2013_Mitty.html.

25 May-2 Jun 2013—British Car Week
29 May-12 Jun 2013—2nd Annual British Car Week
National Meet, Little Rock/Hot Springs, AR, see pg. 3.
Full listing at www.sltoa.org/events/2012/
events12.htm

24 Feb 2013—17th Annual British Car Swap Meet &
Autojumble, hosted by the Chicagoland MG Club, DuPage
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SLTOA blog: cars, news, updates, commentary, event

24-28 April 2013

information, slings, arrows and seasoned immaturity.
Www.sltoa.org/blog/

Waco, Texas
Www.redrivertriumphclub.org/regional2013.html

St Louis Triumph Owners Association

Member, St Louis Sports Car Council
Www.stlscc.org
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Meeting Minutes—15 January 2013

As per usual for an SLTOA mid-winter dinner meeting, in and
around good food, great company and a lot of conversation,
somehow the club managed to work in its monthly business
component. Even more incredible was the turnout: 42, possibly a contemporary record. In response to the overwhelming
crowd of Triumphistas continuously entering Mike Duffy’s in
Kirkwood, the club officers were forced to activate the Table
Confiscation Team (TCT), which regularly grabbed more tables
and chairs in order to properly seat the assembled multitude.

$672. He reminded the membership that annual dues come up
in March and he was open for business if anyone wanted to
renew during the meeting…”And we do take credit cards.”
eSLTOA dues (ie, the membership rate for the online .pdf copy
of the monthly newsletter) remain $15, studies are continuing
concerning the annual rate with hard-copy version of the
Notes. Finally, Joe noted that Spitbits (www.spitbits.com/) had
a sale in effect through the end of the month: a $50 order gets
a 10% discount.

Anyway, the formal proceedings (if that’s possible with this
bunch) commenced at 7:07 PM with the introduction of new
members: Mike Conway, ‘71 TR6; Bob Graham, ‘74 TR6;
Brent and Gloria Roth, ‘80 TR7 and ‘80 TR8; and Dave and
May Meadows, ‘68 TR250 and ‘76 TR6.

Returning to events, the word quickly went out that the MG
Club of St Louis’ annual holiday party on the 19th was sold out.
In and around discussing other upcoming activities, Craig
Madsen started drumming up “business” for the 52 nd Annual
Forest Park Concours, scheduled for Easter Sunday, 31
March. He described last year’s event as something of a
“bloodbath” (after four years of trying, the MG Club finally took
the MG/Triumph Challenge Trophy; reportedly our esteemed
colleagues at the MGCStL had “MG Finally Triumphs” engraved on the rotating trophy) but added it was still fun. Craig
passed around the initial sign-up sheet, reminded the crew that
the club could arrange drivers for those who have multiple cars
and closed with, “I will be contacting you.”

A discussion of upcoming events followed, starting with the
annual Polar Bear Run, scheduled for Sunday 10 February.
Transportation of the pot luck foods from the start point to the
Guenther’s house (the event end point) will be taken care of.
Fast Lane Classic Cars at MO 94 and MO 370 in St Charles
will serve as the start point (in response to a suggestion from
the floor, Prez Tony agreed to call the owner and warn them of
a sudden influx of sporting vehicles). The route will incorporate
the usual amount of scenic back-country driving, two ferries –
the Golden Eagle and Brussels Free – and everyone was advised to have $7 in cash handy for the Golden Eagle crossing.
Driving instructions with distances will be presented to all participants at the state point and the club has a backup route
planned in case either ferry is out of service due to low water or
other problem (comment from the crowd: “The river’s so low
right now, they’ve put the ferries on wheels”). Finally, show
time is 9 to 9:30, first car should on its way by 9:45.

In further news, Winter Cars & Coffee will take place at
Schneithorst’s Restaurant on 9 February, starting at 8:30 AM;
later that day (at 10:30), the MG Club will sponsor a British
Invasion of the Kemp Auto Museum in Chesterfield. The 2013
regular monthly Cars & Coffee gatherings start on Saturday 21
April.
Finally/finally, a reminder went out that the gathering at the
Gates of Guentherdom post-Polar Bear will serve as the February club meeting. The March meeting is scheduled for Tuesday the 19th.

Next up, treasurer Joe Guenther. He stated the Christmas
party in December cost the club $1672; SLTOA took in $1000
in dinner reservations, leaving a club subsidized balance of

The meeting concluded 7:30 PM.

4

One Man’s TR3 (Continued from page 1)

Body shell done and drive train in...

On my way to find a painter...
Ultimately, that TR3 also departed the fold...which brings us to the current
situation. Upon joining SLTOA, John started looking for a TR6, with the intent of
restoring it from the ground up/frame out. He attended a some meetings, engaged in a search, a couple of months passed...and he found his car:

Finished...well, save for the parking lights.
Introducing the new De Lucamobile: a ‘65
TR4A, which he terms “a rescue.” Again, as
John stated last month (and as mentioned in this
month’s “TR Tech;” see pg. 7), he’ll keep us advised as to his progress with this project.
BTW, yes, that’s the legendary Indiana Jones
Houghtaling, noted adventurer and seeker of
relics, in the photo.

Speaking of TR4s...

Finally, submitted for your
approval, the TR4 of another
new SLTOA member, Ted
“TJ” Zych. The car’s a 1963,
has dual SU h6 carbs and an
electric fuel pump. This one’s
also a work in progress; Ted
noted the clutch slave wasn’t
functioning and the carbs
leaked badly (“I guess it’s time
for me to learn how to rebuild
carburetors; I was so used to
fuel injection…”).
Between John and Ted, it
would appear SLTOA’s TR4
population has just grown
substantially.
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TR Tech
spare terminal right near the positive battery terminal, and the
other end to the power sensor to the alternator.

TR7 Alternator Woes
I recently had problems with the alternator on my TR7 not
charging. This was frustrating because my friend Tom and I
had recently gone to a lot of trouble replacing the TR7 alternator with a higher output Saturn alternator. I’ll make a comment
on the value of this conversion later.

Now the alternator is working wonderfully. But the brakes are
not. I’ve got a fluid leak from the proportioning valve! That’s a
Triumph for you; whatever has not had attention will want attention.
- Creig Houghtaling

I started my trouble-shooting by removing the alternator and
taking it to O’Reilly’s where I had bought it. The alternator was
good, so the problem was in my car wiring. My next step was
to ask Dave Massey for advice. Between him, the TR7 wiring
diagram and a write-up on the Saturn alternator, this is what I
learned.

Note: A bunch of the usual suspects recently engaged in an
email exchange concerning machine shop services and gas
tank cleaning and coating. Here are the messages, in sequence:

The TR7 and TR8 uses three wires for the alternator: a large
brown battery wire, a small brown sensor wire and a small
brown and yellow switched power wire. I started with the large
diameter brown wire that carries electricity from the alternator
to the battery. The route it takes is from the alternator to the
main power terminal on the starter. Then electricity is fed back
up the larger brown battery power wire from the battery to the
starter.

Machine Shop Services
Hi All. I was checking the valve clearance on my TR7 and
two of the exhaust valves are at the point where they cannot be
adjusted for the minimum clearance, so I've got a valve job/
head rebuild in my future.
It's been years since I've shopped out any machine work,
and that was before I lived in the St Louis area. Does anyone
have any experience with a machine shop they would recommend (or advise against) for British engine work? If possible I
would like to find a shop in or near the South County area, but
am willing to drive the extra distance for quality work. Thanks
in advance.

These wires were easy to check because they were easy to
find. With good continuity from the end of the wire where it
connects to the alternator all the way to the battery positive
terminal, I found this circuit to be good. I found that both my
brown sensor wire and the brown/yellow wire were bad. The
brown sensor wire should have positive voltage all the time; it
had none. The brown/yellow switched wire should have positive voltage when the key is on and none when it is off; mine
had no voltage either way. With no way to control electrical
flow, my Saturn alternator turns off and does not produce electricity.

- Brent Roth

I used Todd's Machine Shop, 5812 N. Hanley, 63134, 314-5240206. Todd rebuilt the head on my TR6 last year and did an
excellent job. He's the guy John Mangles sends his machine
work to. He is up near the airport, so a bit far for you.

Dave didn’t have detailed knowledge of the actual physical
route of these wires so I took the challenge to figure it out. I
found the brown/yellow switched wire comes from the alternator and through the transmission cover on the passenger side
of the car. I found continuity on this section to be good. From
the wiring diagram I saw that is connected to the “Ignition” light
bulb on the dash. So I found a strip plug that connects to the
dash and found the brown/yellow wire. I had good continuity to
there.

- Lee Fox

JCM Machine Shop
5655 Missouri 21
House Springs, MO 63051
(636) 942-4567
jcmmachine.com

So, the next thing in this circuit was the “Ignition” light bulb. I
opened up the dash and found this bulb to be dead. I replaced
the bulb, hooked a temporary wire from the battery positive to
where the brown wire should be connected, started the car and
found electricity to be flowing freely!

These guys do machine work and coatings work. They did a
very nice chrome-looking ceramic coating for my TR8 exhaust
headers. They also did my aluminum Ford Escort head when it
dropped a valve seat. They had to weld/fill where the piston
had driven the broken valve seat into the head and chewed a
good bite out of the head. Then they machined everything
clean and put in new seats.

In all my searching I could not find the route of the small
brown sensor wire. So I found a wiring harness that I had in a
box from a parts car that I had disassembled some years ago.
I found the alternator plug and began following the small brown
wire. I cut the tape wrapping to see exactly where it went. All
three wires followed the same path to a junction where the
brown/yellow wire went one way and the two brown wires went
another. Then the small brown wire came out of the loom and
terminated with a large spade connector.

The original owner Charles Borrini cut his teeth on old British
cars years ago. He has passed away, but his relatives who run
the place now still know what they are doing. If you use them,
stay in touch with me. I'd like to talk to them about possibly
resurrecting some TR7 heads I have.
- Creig Houghtaling

I never saw anything like this on my TR7. But I did find an
unused spade connection on the main positive battery terminal.
So I decided to use the small brown wire I had stripped out of
the old wiring harness for my TR7. I connected the spade to

I had my TR6 engine re-built by JCM with no issue.
- Mark Marshall
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TR Tech continued
Vendors/Tank Cleaning/Sealing
I am a new member to SLTOA. I just bought a 1965 TR4A that has been sitting for 15 years. The car is solid, but there is some
body rust. I will be looking for vendors to do work that is above my pay grade.
I went through the archives and found a couple recommendations that could be the start of a list. There were a couple for front
end alignment and machine shops. I will consolidate the inputs I get and post them for future reference. For example, transmission guy, sand/media blast, body shop, paint shop, generator repair, radiators, chrome, etc.
I understand that some radiator shops can clean and coat the interior of gas tanks. Anyone with experience with this kind of
shop?
My most pressing need will be someone that can do a good job of fixing the rust and aligning the fenders as the rear body
seams have rust. Fenders are from another vehicle and clean. BTW, I will be doing a frame off (why is it not off frame?). TIA
– John De Luca
Hi John – For cleaning and coating the gas tank. I would suggest that you consider Festus Radiator, 228 N 3rd Street, Festus, MO
(636)937-3298, a Mr. Portell I believe (of the Portell Brothers).
Should you consider having him treat your gas tank, do nothing to the tank after you remove it from your car, or he might not
work on it. Best as I know, he has a good reputation. Good luck
– Karl Schmitt

Roadwork: Burgers, Fries and TRs

Another roadside icon falls, as seen in the photo below left. White Castle’s changing its building design and the classic white,
turreted structures – such as this one undergoing demolition on Manchester at Barrett Station – will soon fade from the scene. A
new, more upscale design store is going up alongside with a planned March opening date.
For the record, the legendary burger chain dates to the 1921 opening of the first restaurant in Wichita, KS. Up until recently, the
white porcelain castle design has remained the standard, with periodic updates. The photo at right shows White Castle No. 8 in
Minneapolis, built in 1936 and now housing a jewelry store.
It’s been said there are no new
lands to discover. To that we cry,
“BOLLOCKS!’ We simply have
the advantage of paved roads to
get to where we’ve never been
before!
Moss Motors is proud to be the
host of a grand Motoring Challenge for owners of British sports
cars. It’s a Challenge of adventure and discovery—one in which
folks with sharp eyes, a camera
and a love for road trips have a
chance to win prizes, including a
$1000 Moss Gift Certificate.
The motoring Challenge spans the entire year, but don’t delay, get started now! You’re going to be amazed at how much fun
this seemingly simple activity really is. Sign up at www.mossmotoring.com/challenge/.

7

Backwards Glance: The Southern Cross
The British car industry of the early 1930s dominated European sales, with 58 different companies turning out vehicles.
Between them, the top three – Morris, Austin and Singer –
turned out fully 75 percent of all English motor cars, with the
other companies falling in behind at various levels of sales and
production. Triumph, the small Coventry manufacturer which
started out as a bicycle importer and manufacturer during the
late 1880s, definitely fell into the latter category. Its offerings at
the time, while economical, reliable, sold well but in a word,
they were rather staid; in general, like many Brit cars, they generally resembled Ford Model As.
However,
this
changed with Triumph’s 1932 introduction
of
the
Southern Cross, a
four-seat
“sports
tourer” with cycle
fenders,
through
which the company
attempted to tap
into the growing
Source: Pre-1940 Triumph Motor Club
sports car market.
Based on the Super
9, it featured a cut-down rear body and convertible top but otherwise retained the 9’s upright grill and other styling features; in
other words, it looked pretty much like yer std tall British sedan
with the roof lopped off, but at only £225, it also proved highly
popular. Triumph’s license-built Coventry Climax four-cylinder,
1018cc, 8.9 horsepower engine provided the power; the engine
was an F-head design, with overhead intake valves on top and
side exhaust valves directly below, driving through a 4-speed
transmission. The “Southern Cross” name? Triumph selected
it in honor of the company’s greatest export markets, Australia
and New Zealand.

averaged
only
about 300 miles…it
was a severe test
of the driver’s judgment and also of
his endurance.”
In the XIII Monte
Carlo Rally, run
over 20-24 January
1934,
Triumph
Technical Director
Donald
Healey
started in Athens
and placed third
overall, driving a
Southern Cross 10;
he managed to
take the Riviera
cup for cars under
1500cc, L’Illustration
Automobile
Challenge Trophy,
the Barclays Bank
Cup and the Rene Source: Vintage Triumph Register
Leon
Challenge
Cup. Competition Manager J.C. Ridley followed in 13th place,
J. Beck in 27th and Jack Hobbs in 29th.

In 1934, Triumph management decided to
boost sales and
exposure of the
car through the
formation of a
factory
rally
team. It competed in two
major events on
the
continent:
the Alpine Tri- 1932 Southern Cross 7. Source: Standard &
als and the
Triumph Car Club of New South Wales.
Monte
Carlo
Rally.

Amazingly enough, the Southern Cross 10s pretty much
swept the 1100cc class at the grueling Alpine Rally, beating out
teams driving Singers and German Adlers. The cars of LtCol
Claude Holbrook, J.C. Ridley and Victor Leverett took the Alpine Cup while Donald Healey and M.A. Newenham received
Glacier Cups for individual performance.

As noted by author Martin Pfunder in Alpine Trials & Rallies,
“…cars and components were submitted to such extraordinary
stress in these Alpine Trials that such mountainous reliability
tests over long distances were not considered a sport, they
were also seen as the most valuable technical tests.” The rally
worked its way through the mountains of Italy, Germany, Australia, Switzerland and France, often at elevations exceeding
9000 feet. One newspaper stated, Engine power, the cooling
system, steering, gear box and brakes are all tested to the uttermost, and although each daily run in the contest this year

Again, the Triumph Southern Cross was a hit and company
immediately followed up with two variants: the Southern Cross
Sports 4-Seater with redesigned chassis and a larger 1122cc
engine developing 9.8 thundering horsepower; and the Sports
Saloon two-door with the 1087cc engine. The latter looked like
any of a large number of British two-doors and didn’t sell as
well as the other Southern Cross models but that didn’t matter,
as Triumph had already introduced its breakthrough vehicle,
the Gloria.
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The Gloria, introduced
in
1933,
came out in several
models (the PreWar Triumph Club
described the number and combination of models as
“large and confusing”) including saloons, coupes and
drophead
coupes
and at various times
offered four different
four-cylinder
engines
(1087cc,
1232cc, 1496cc and
1767cc) as well as two six-cylinders (1467cc and 1991cc) in a
slightly longer chassis and body. The biggest change was in
the styling, much more contemporary with a reclined grill and
a hint of upscale luxury. Initially, all retained the F-Head Coventry Climax-designed engines.

In 1936, Joan Richmond led Triumph’s
return to the Monte
Carlo
Rally
and
placed second in
class.
That same
year, 18-year old
Anthony
James
“Tony” Rolt acquired
a Southern Cross 6
from Donald Healey
and entered it into
the annual 24-hour
sports car race at
Spa in Belgium. Re(Source: VTR) markably, he placed
fourth in class, behind three Adler-Trumpfs in the “sans compresseur 2.0 litre”
category. Not bad for a beginner (Rolt later became a Jaguar
works driver; with Duncan Hamilton, he won the 1953 Le Mans
24-hour race in a C-Type, ahead of Stirling Moss and Peter
Walker in another C-Type).

Triumph’s Southern Cross version of the Gloria didn’t appear until 1935, when a two-seat prototype took part in the
Monte Carlo Rally. This time around the competitors had the
option of running 62 different routes, starting from the cities of
Athens, Greece; Bucharest, Romania; Palermo, Sicily; Stavanger, Norway; Umea, Sweden, Tallinn, Estonia; and John ‘o
Groats, Scotland. J.C. Ridley started in Sweden and managed to finish second in the new car, coming in behind a Renault 5.5 liter and ahead of two Singers and a Riley. The Sydney, Australia, Herald took note of the accomplishment, stating, “In the light car category, the first two places were secured by British cars, and it was reported that the fine showing of a British representative was attributable in no small
degree to the use of abnormally large balloon tyres, which
enabled the machines to conquer the snowbound mountain
roads.”

The Triumph-designed 1496cc, 1787cc and 1991cc overhead valve, twin side-draft SU engines went into Glorias in
1936. However, only a few of the Southern Crosses received
the 4-cylinder 1787cc “14/60” engine prior to the end of SX
production in 1937.
The famous Dolomite series of cars replaced the Glorias; the
Dolomite 8 with 1990cc straight-eight was only built in 1934,
but the Dolomite 14/60 and Dolomite Roadster continued into
1939. With war erupting throughout Europe, Triumph briefly
followed up with the Triumph 12 sedan but between the company’s serious financial problems (which culminated in administration in 1939) and Luftwaffe bombing raids, production of
cars halted.
However, the sporting legacy of the Southern Crosses played
a role in the resurrection of Triumph following World War II.
According to several automotive analysts and historians, when
Standard Motor Company Managing Director Sir John Black
convinced his company to buy the Triumph name and remaining assets, it was mainly with an eye towards building on the
competition fame of the Southern Crosses. This eventually
resulted in the TR-series of sports cars.

Triumph followed up the excellent Monte Carlo competition
debut by putting the Gloria-based Southern Cross into production, in both four- and six-cylinder versions (aka the “SX4”
and “SX 6”), on a shortened Gloria chassis. The cars featured four-wheel Lockheed hydraulic brakes, Triumph’s nowstandard 12 volt electrical system and a single SU carb.

Sources: Vintage Triumph Register; Pre-1940 Triumph Motor
Club; Conceptcarz; “Alpine TrialBritish Successes,” The (Hobart,
Tasmania) Mercury, 29 September 1935; “1935 Monte Carlo
Rally-Details of Famous Trial,”
The Sydney Morning Herald, 15
J a n u a r y
1 9 3 5 ;
www.teamdan.com;
Martin
Pfunder, Alpine Trials & Rallies:1910-1973 (Dorchester, UK:
Veloce Publishing, Ltd, 2005).

1935 Southern Cross. Source: Conceptcarz.com
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TR Country

Welcome New Members!
Theodore “TJ” Zych

First of a series

Smithton, IL
1965 TR4

Not exactly a far-ranging tour, but if you’ve got some time
and are interested in a shortcut between I-64/US 40 and MO
141, here’s an option. Note the use of the word “shortcut”
doesn’t necessarily imply higher-speed routing (well, during
rush hour, the route below might actually prove faster), but it’s
definitely more entertaining than the usual droning down a major interstate.

Mike Conway
1971 TR6

Bob Graham
1974 TR6

The route’s simple, but fun: from the north end, exit I-64 at
Mason and head south. Once you cross Clayton, you’ll entire
some major twisties down the east side of Queeny Park. At
Manchester, turn west/right and then turn left/south again onto
Dietrich, heading up hill. Even at the speed limit of 35, you’ll
have to work a bit, but it’s worth it. At Carmen, turn right/west
and it’s a short jaunt to MO 141.
Total length of the drive: 5.6 miles and the only major traffic
is on Manchester. Watch out for local wildlife, plus the odd
Jaguar, Corvette, Alfa Romeo and ubiquitous Miata/MX-5.

Brent & Gloria Roth
1980 TR7, 1980 TR8

Dave & May Meadows
Collinsville, IL
1968 TR250, 1976 TR6

TRs in Print
The March 2003 edition of Classic Motorsports contains a feature on the one-off TR250K
penned by designed Pete Brock
as well as a tech article in improvements to the 1500cc engine found in late Spitfires and
MG Midgets (“Fortify your
1500”). The magazine also has
an extended article on classic
sports car wheel designs
(“Retro Rolling Stock”) and
who’s manufacturing them now.

Clayton Rd

S Mason

Rd

Exit
24

Admit it: You Don’t Want This Car…
(Well, maybe you do)

Manchester Rd

Dietric

h Rd

Member Mike Marshall forwarded this, from eBay Motors.
The car’s in Huntington Station, NY and the owner’s looking
for $15,500. The engine’s a Chevy 350, bored and stroked to
405 ci, 560hp. It does 0-60 in 2.9, the quarter mile in 10.4
and the “TR Mongoose” has an estimated top speed of 194
mph.
The line forms at the right...

Carman Rd

Have a particular road or excursion you’d like to see presented here? Send the details in to the editor and it’ll appear
in a future edition of Exhaust Notes.
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SLTOA Classifieds
57 TR3 – Smallmouth project car,
most parts included and mostly
original; additional TR3 tub included. Dash and gauges intact,
seat frames, windshield, front and
rear fenders, trunk lid, top bow,
trans, engine (taken apart), all
there. N Schaumburg (35NW
Chicago), $4500 OBO. Email
David Shaver for additional photos and details, dshaver7264@yahoo.com (630)624-7970
(VTR Classifieds) (1302)
64 Spitfire – V8 project, has .30-over 350 and 350 turbo trans,
SS headers, 850 Holly, single plane intake. Rear end is a 10bolt Chevy narrowed to 40 inches, have not ordered axles yet.
Can finish to any stage, roller to turnkey, call Dave in Arnold if
interested at (314)723-7800, $4500 cash, will consider trades
(Craigslist) (1212)
64 TR4 – Recently replaced
all rubber, windshield,
brakes, interior and chrome,
professionally repainted,
$18,000. Also have a 71
TR6 with wires, factory hard
top, runs great but has a lot
of rust; also a TR4A which
needs restoration.
In Frontenac,
(Craigslist) (1302)

76 Spitfire 1500 – Has rare overdrive and hardtop, $1750,
McClaren Motors, 5601 Manchester (314)644-2726 (Craigslist)
(1301), See also 73 TR6 and 75 TR7.
79 Spitfire 1500—Over $6,000 invested, $4,000 firm. New
top, alloy wheels, new tires, killer brakes, 3.63:1 rear gear,
header, HS4 carbs + more. Call (636)734-3937, ask for Craig
(1208).
79 Spitfire 1500 - $3500, Oklahoma city, call John Gauldin
(405)844-0413 (Triumph Trails) (1302)
79 TR7 – Project car, runs good,
needs paint and some work on
the inside and top. In South
County, $1100, call Tony (314)
845-8950 or (314)560-2082
(Craigslist) (1302)
80 Spitfire 1500 – 51,886 miles, from Arizona so no rust that
we’re aware of. Has hardtop, no glass; new muffler, battery,
loads of parts, some we don’t know exactly what. Attica, IN,
$8000 OBO (Hemmings No. 1521865) (1302)
80 TR7 – Has GM V6 engine and transmission (Buick?), can
hear it run, good project car. In Union, $700 OBO, call (636)
744-2880 (Craigslist) (1302)

call

(314)348-5774

69 TR6 – Dependable
daily driver, have
replaced or rebuilt
just about everything,
has new top; needs a
little body work, paint
job and interior. In
Farmington,
$8900
OBO, call (573)701-6484 (Craigslist) (1302)

80 TR7 – $500, Oklahoma City,
call Jess Matthews (405)227-1308
(Triumph Trails) (1302)

73 TR6 (NOTE: We usually doesn’t run dealer ads BUT, these
three look intriguing) – Needs new top, $2000, McClaren Motors, 5601 Manchester (314)644-2726 (Craigslist) (1301). See
also 73 Spitfire and 75 TR7.
74 Spitfire 1500 – Top is like
new and the paint is shiny,
interior like new, runs great. In
Dogtown, $3600, call John
(314)623-2120 (Craigslist)
(1302)
74 Spitfire 1500 – Does run
but needs to be put back together, could serve as a parts
car. Asking $800 OBO, call
John at (636)375-8345 or (314)
856-8225 (Craigslist) (1301)
75 TR7 – complete, $1750,
McClaren Motors, 5601 Manchester (314)644-2726
(Craigslist) (1301). See also 73 TR6 and 76 Spitfire.

80 TR7—67,400 miles, has 3.8 Buick V6 w/350 AT, 3.96 rear
end, Edelbrock intake w/ 650 CFM Edelbrock carb, custom
aluminum crossflow radiator. Custom front end, custom rear
bumper, seats reupholstered, new door panels. Speedometer
quit working about four months ago, some blemishes, brakes
need work. Consider trade for car of equal value for my son,
who is going to college next year. $6600 OBO, Little Rock, AR
(501)590-8836 (Hemmings) (1208)

80 TR8 – Best Offer! Kent Clovis,
Green Country Triumph Club,
Tulsa
(918)968-2035
Kent.clovis.bp3pn@statefarm.com
(Triumphant Times) (1302)
For Sale—Two TR7/TR8 convertible rolling chassis (no motor/trans)
your choice, $500. Located in
Jerseyville, IL (636)734-3937, ask
for Craig.
Wanted – GT6 gearbox; one that requires rebuilding is okay.
Call John (314)821-4154.

SLTOA’s on Facebook!
Www.facebook.com/home.php?
sk=group_134416839926824&ap=1
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SLTOA Monthly
Meeting
Sunday, 10 February
after the Polar Bear Run

Joe & Sharon
Guenther’s
1406 S Mason Rd
Town & Country, MO
(314)514-7474
Pot luck meal and conviviality following the Polar Bear run, short monthly
club meeting at some point...

And Finally….
Hey there, not happy with the idea that there’s at
least two more months of winter ahead of us? Concerned about your prospects in the annual Polar
Bear Run? Well have no fear, Nelvana of the Northern
Lights is still on guard, thanks to

TRIUMPHS!
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