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Exhaust Notes 
Newsletter of the St Louis Triumph Owners Association 

 Www.SLTOA.org     Vol 16, Issue 2, February 2014 

   Since February will be my last 
SLTOA meeting as president of 
the club, I've been thinking 
about what I will be doing after 
that.  The answer is: I want to 
work more on our membership 
roster.  At our last meeting I 
made a printout of our roster 
available to members in atten-
dance.  I want to improve that 
and I want to work with Stephen 
Paur to improve our new mem-
bership link on our web site.   

   My point is this: you don’t have 
to have a title to help the club.  
Stephen Paur is a prime exam-
ple that comes to mind right 
now.  Stephen has begun help-
ing with the web site.  He has 
been posting the newsletter on 
line and keeping the front page 
current.  Now he is tackling the 
new membership sign-up page.  
I have known we needed to im-
prove this for many years.  But 
until now, we haven’t had a per-
son with the hours and energy to 
get it done.  So next chance you 
get, make sure you give 
Stephen a big thanks for his 
work.  

   And remember, if you see 
something in the club that could 
use fixing, VOLUNTEER!  That’s 
how it gets done.  Don’t wait on 
someone with a title to do it (it 
probably won’t get done…) 

   In March we will have elec-
tions for new officers for the 
club: President, Vice President, 
Secretary, and Treasurer ( term 
is two years.)  The first order of 
business will be to ask for volun-
teers for these positions, then 
we will have elections. Upon 

(Continued on page 9) 

View From Behind the 

Steering Wheel 

By Creig Houghtaling 

VTR/Triumphest 2013, pt 3 
 

Dave and Linda  Massey’s TR3 at the Bodega Bay Marina.  Story on pg. 5 

 
Ready or not:  

Polar Bear 

Run 

2014 
 

Sunday, 9 February  
See pg 3 
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Calendar 

 
2 Feb 2014—SLTOA 
Super Bowl Party!  
Gather at John and 
Donna’s place, 5 PM, 
bring a snack to share 
and whatever you want 

to drink.  14148 Cross Trails Dr, Chesterfield (314)434-
4467.  

9 Feb 2014—SLTOA Polar Bear Run. 
Annual all-weather kick-off driving event for the 
season, 50-mile drive and post-event pot luck/
monthly meeting at the home of Stephen and 
Maria Moore in Eureka.  See pg 3.  

 

27-30 Apr 2014—South Central VTR Regional, The 

Elms Spa & Hotel, Excelsior Springs, hosted by the Kan-
sas City Triumph Club.  See pg. 3.  

11-15 Jun 2014—TRA 2014, hosted by the Miami Valley 

Triumphs.  See pg. 3.  

20-23 Jul 2014—18
th

 Annual British V8 Meeting, 
Colorado Springs, host hotel Hilton Garden Inn, 1810 
Briargate Parkway, Colorado Springs (719)589-6866. 
Monitor www.britishv8.org/British-V8-Meetings.htm.  

9-13 Sept 2014—VTR 2014, “Back to the Blue Ridge,” 

Dobson, NC, hosted by the Vintage Triumph Register 
and Triumph Club of the Carolinas.  Details to follow, in 
the meantime check out the great video at 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=M6KbptrNRt0.  

9-12 Oct 2014—32
nd 

Annual TRials, “Come On Home to 

the South,” Oxford, MS.  Hosted by 6-Pack, details in-
cluding registration and hotel information at 
www.2014trials.com/.  

8-17 Feb 2014—Chicago Auto Show, at McCormick 

Place, hard by Soldier Field (“’Da Bears!”), Lake Shore 
Drive at 23rd St.  Web page: www.chicagoautoshow.com.  

8 Feb 2014—Jaguar Association of Greater St Louis 
Road Trip Rallye to Meramec Caverns.  Meet at 9 

AM at the St Louis BreadCo, 9920 Kennerly Rd.  First car 
off at 9:30 AM, lunch from 11:30 to 12:30 at a secret loca-
tion, arrive at the caverns at 1 PM.  Info at www.jcna.com/
clubs/main.php?club=sc20&Vref=sc20.  

9 Feb 2014—34
th

 Annual St Louis Area Automotive 
Swap Meet, 6 AM to 1:30 PM, $4 admission.  At Belle-

Claire Fairgrounds, 200 S Belt East, Belleville.  

11 Feb 2014—Gateway Healey Valen-
tine’s Dinner, Trail Head Brewery, 921 S Riv-

erside Dr, St Charles.  RSVP to Marilyn Salini 
(314)991-9363 or salinimarilyn71@gmail.com.  

17 Feb 2014—MG Club of St Louis Tech 
Session No. 2, 7 PM, All British Car Repair, 

2618 Woodson Rd.  Info at www.stlouismgclub.com/
events-calendar/.  

21-22 Feb 2014—SCCA Rally in 
the 100 Acre Wood, Salem, Steel-

ville and Potosi, MO.  Second event of 
the Rally-America National Champion-
ship, event headquarters Holiday Inn 

Express-Salem, details at www.100aw.org/.  

7-9 Mar 2014 – Amelia Island Concours d’Elegance, 
at the Ritz-Carlton, Amelia Island, FL, celebrating 50 years 
of McLaren.  Info at www.ameliaconcours.org.  

17 Mar 2014—MG Club of St Louis 
Pinewood Derby, details including location 

TBA, see www.stlouismgclub.com/events-
calendar/.  

22 Mar 2014—Annual Terry Fanning 
Memorial Rally, hosted by the MG Club of 

St Louis.  Details TBA, monitor 
www.stlouismgclub.com/events-calendar/.  

 

22 Mar 2014—24
th

 Annual British Car Day, Delgado 

Community College-City Park Campus, City Park Ave, 
New Orleans, 9 AM-4 PM. Info at www.bmcno.org.  

30 Mar 2014—18
th

 Annual All-British Swap Meet & 
Auto Jumble, hosted by Chicagoland MG Club, at the 

DuPage County Fairgrounds, Wheaton, IL.  Info at 
www.britishcarswap.info.  

5 Apr 2014—Annual Missouri Endurance Rally/Mini 
Endurance Trial, hosted by the MG Club of St Louis.  

Start and finish point at the Hooters of Maryland Heights, 
11835 Lackland Rd 63146, more details to come, monitor 
www.stlouismgclub.com/events-calendar/.  

20 Apr 2014—52
nd

 Annual Forest Park Concours 
d’Elegance/6

th
 Annual Triumph-MG Challenge, 

sponsored by the Horseless Carriage Club of Missouri.  Be 
prepared to turn out the Triumphs!  Monitor 
www.hccmo.com/.  

13 Apr 2014—Boeing Sports Car Club autocross season 

begins, details to follow.  

19 Apr 2014—Cars & Coffee returns!  8:15 
AM to 10:15 AM, Starbucks at Rock Hill 
Plaza, 9616 Manchester Rd.   

28-31 May 2014—3
rd

 Annual British Car 
Week National meet, Little Rock & Hot Springs 

National Park, AR.  Monitor www.bcwnm.org/.  

31 May-1 Jun 2014—Champagne British Car Festival, 
hosted by the Illinois Flat Land British Car Club, featured 
marque is Austin-Healey.  Events included a cruise, din-
ner, Saturday dawn patrol and the car show at the David 
Davis Mansion.  Info including online registration at 
www.cbcf-bloomington.com/.  

Full listing at www.sltoa.org/events/2014/events14.htm 
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South Central 
VTR Regional 

27-30 April 2014 

The Elms Hotel & Spa 

Excelsior Springs, MO 

 

 
Events include welcome reception, funkhana,  

gimmick rallye, autocross, model/craft show, dinner 
run and participants’ choice concours.  

 

Registration now open: 

http://kansascitytriumphs.com/Registration%20-%
202014%20VTR%20South%20Central%20Regional.htm 

 

VTR hotel rate $104+tax, register ASAP as rooms are 
going fast. (800)843-3567 

  

www.elmshotelandspa.com.  

 

SLTOA is sending a contingent.  Get the details 

or join in on the fun at the next meeting.   

Had enough of laying around warm confines watching football? Well then, grab a thermos, put the top down, throw 
some sand in the trunk, peg that fun meter and head out for the traditional start of the annual St Louis driving season: 

SLTOA Polar Bear Run 2014 

 11:00 AM meet at the Shell/Circle 
K, Hwy 109 south of downtown 
Eureka, MO. Driver’s meeting, 
followed by departure at 11:30 for 
the home of Stephen & Maria 
Moore (~ 2 miles) to deposit 
food.  

 First car out onto the route at 12 
noon for a 50 mile romp: twists, 
turns, hills, horses, donkeys (still 
no camels), trains, Route 66!  
One mid-drive stop for gas and 
more coffee... 

 Post-drive pot-luck party at the 
Moore’s, 5215 Mirasol Manor 
Way, Eureka (636)249-7401 

 Open to all LBC and special in-
terest vehicles  

 See you there...for the Bear!   

TRA 2014 
Deer Creek State Park,  

Mount Sterling, OH,  

Hosted by the  
Miami Valley Triumphs.   

 

 

   Located between Columbus and Cincinnati, lots of good 
roads, a modern lodge with 110 rooms and plenty of ameni-
ties.   
   Website up and running at: 

www.miamivalleytriumphs.org/tra2014.  
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Meeting Notes: 21 January 2014 

   Well, the Farmer’s 
Almanac was right: 
the Midwest is enjoy-
ing (?) a good old-
fashioned Midwest 
winter with low temps, 
snow, sleet and ice on 
both horizontal and 
vertical surfaces.  
None of it mattered to 
the 24 TR faithful who 
made the trek to a 
new venue, Hatfield’s 
& McCoy’s in St Pe-
ters which offered a 
wide variety of BBQ 
and southern cooking 
(no chicken-fried 
muskrat, however), plenty of room for a meeting and good ser-
vice.  One of the members of the club quickly got into the spirit 
of the evening, greeting new arrivals with “Come in!  Welcome 
to the bacchanal!” (if it’s possible to hold a bacchanal using 
mason jar glasses…).  

   As the food arrived the 
usual small talk and seri-
ous discussions broke 
out.  Brian Borgstede told 
tales of early SLTOA 
gatherings at places like 
Chuck-A-Burger. One 
other evening at a differ-
ent drive-in locale, the 

owner asked him, “Please park your British cars out back.  I 
need the space up front for my real customers” (no word on 
whether or not SLTOA ever met at this location again).  A spir-
ited talk down memory lane followed, with several classic bur-
ger joints/cruise stops getting bantered about: Dog ‘N Suds (Ed 
note: closest one to St Louis is south on US 67 at Cherokee 
Pass), Del Taco, Naugle’s, Tijuana Taco and Burger Chef 
(“and Jeff!” exclaimed one participant).   

   Other members extended their congratulations (and condo-
lences) to Treasurer Joe Guenther, who recently purchased 
one of Andy Stark’s GT6s.  Joe said he and son Dan plan to 
restore the car as an “autocrosser for the street.”  Elsewhere 
on the floor, another group started working up plans for a pos-
sible club drive with overnight stay to Fulton for a visit to the 
National Churchill Museum, Westminster College and requisite 
photo of LBCs with the statue of Sir Winston Churchill.  Brian 
mentioned the club had done the trip once in the dark, distant 
past.  

   President Creig – aka “The Lame Duck” – called the multi-
tude to order at 7:45 for the monthly business meeting, then 
immediately demanded a treasurer’s report from Joe, who re-
plied with “We have money.”  Following payment of SLTOA’s 
share for the dinners at December’s Christmas party, the bal-
ance stood at $3422.29.   

   Next up, a discussion of the upcoming annual Polar Bear 
Run, scheduled for Sunday 9 February with the 16th serving as 
a really bad weather backup.  Event coordinator Mark got up 
and talked about the meeting location/time, the route – devel-

oped with the assis-
tance of Stephen and 
John Moore – and 
several coordinated on 
food, utensils, drinks 
and the like.  All who 
bring food for the post-
drive potluck at the 
home of the Moore’s 
will get an opportunity 
following the driver’s 
meeting to go to the 
Moore’s home and 
deposit said vittles.  
The drive will formally 
start from their home, 
right about noon.  

   Joe went online and did a weather check: the forecast for the 
9th was temperature in the mid-30s and partly cloudy.  Mark will 
monitor the wx heading into the event and will make the call on 
postponement, if necessary.  Otherwise, all participants will be 
expected to follow Creig’s Hard-and-Fast-Rule-For-the-Polar-
Bear-Run (“You have to drive with your convertible top down…
unless you don’t want to”).  Stephen Moore added they’d have 
a fire pit going in the backyard post-drive, suitable for huddling 
(“..and we’ll be inside laughing at you”).  

   As for other upcoming events, the Forest Park Easter Con-
cours is scheduled for 20 April, which means it’s already time 
to start rounding up cars and drivers for the 6th Annual Triumph
-MG Challenge.  The South Central VTR Regional in Excelsior 
Springs is the following weekend; as of the January meeting, 
word was about six SLTOA members planned to attend but 
hopefully more will jump into the proceedings.   

   Creig followed up with a discussion on the updated club ros-
ter.  Following a fair amount of back and forth, the members 
agreed to distribution of hard copies only, primarily to reduce 
vulnerability to spammers.  Stephen Paur stressed the need for 
maintaining the privacy – including contact data – for the mem-
bers, particularly seeing as he was in witness protection 
(response from the floor: “You’re in the wrong club!”.  Once the 
group settled down and Creig restored order, he stated he’d 
mail copies to those not in attendance at the meeting.  As al-
ways, the quickest ways to get information are to email one of 
the club officers or fire off an email via the web group. 

   On to the next business: club elections, scheduled for March.  
Creig called for volunteer candidates for the positions of presi-
dent, vice president and treasurer (the secretary/newsletter 
editor agreed to serve another year and no one argued with 
him), with names submitted at the March meeting.   

   Joe Guenther reminded everyone that, once again (seems to 
happen every year about this time), dues were due.  He an-
nounced his intent to send no-kidding dues renewal notices via 
mail this year (comment from the floor: “Woooooo!”).  Stephen 
Paur then announced he and son Adrian were ginning up club 
membership certificates, suitable for framing on nice parch-
ment paper.   

   Mark the secy/ed then noted the arrival of a nice thank you 
letter from the Fisher House Foundation, acknowledging the 

(Continued on page 9) 
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By Dave Massey 

   Sunday morning was the 
time for tearful goodbyes to all 
our friends we see only once a 
year, but not the end of the 
adventure.  Since Napa Valley 
is just over the next hill it was 
too close not to spend a few 
days there.   

   So, we hitched the trailer to 
the tow vehicle and with Linda 
driving the Escape and I driving 
the TR3 we headed over the 
tourism office in Napa to find 
accommodations.  Regrettably, 
none of the B&Bs had ade-

quate parking to accommodate a truck and trailer so we re-
sorted to staying at a Best Western.  By the time we got 
checked in, installed in the room and lunch it was mid after-
noon but time enough to visit three wineries.   

   Those readers ac-
customed to winery 
hopping in Missouri 
may find it as much a 
surprise as I did in 
that all the Napa 
Valley wineries have 
a tasting fee which 
they will waive if you 
buy enough bottles.  
This is a tactic that worked quite effectively on this writer since 
the tasting fee was enough to buy a bottle.  After a pleasant 
afternoon we returned to the hotel with a small collection of 
wine and a mild attitude adjustment. 

   Monday we decided to visit the coast.  Wishing to avoid the 
traffic in Marin County, we aimed the TR3 northward towards 
Bodega Bay.  After fighting traffic in the initial five miles of the 
trip the countryside transformed into a low traffic density rural 
landscape quite familiar to those who frequent our drives in the 
Ozarks.  Until you reach the coast.  The coast is just as it is 
reputed to be: scenic with nice windy, undulating roads that 
run intermittently along the beach and bluffs along the Pacific 
Coast.  And, being on the coast, seafood abounds.  We 
stopped for lunch on Doran Beach Road where I had fresh 
oysters and Linda had the fish stew.   

   Back on the road there were photo ops just about every-
where you look.  This is where being tied down to a tow vehicle 
and trailer has its downside.  The longing to just head up the 
coast and stop a quaint B&B for the evening had to be sup-
pressed.  However, during a brief stop at Goat Rock State 
Beach I noticed an odd noise whose frequency corresponded 
with engine speed. 

   We next headed east on Route 116 paralleling the Russian 
River and stopped off at the Armstrong Redwoods State Re-
serve.  Due to the government shutdown, Muir Woods was 
closed but since this is a state facility they were open to visi-
tors.  A two mile walk included a visit with “Parson Jones” (310 
feet tall and 1300 years old) and some real-live burls not on a 
Jag dash.   

   After the car cooled a bit I started to check out the funny en-
gine noise.  This is where I found the water pump pulley had a 
wobble.  Great!  I thought, a brand new pump and the bearings 
are going and here I am 50 miles from the trailer.  Lets hope 
we can make it.  Make it we did, however (Note: upon arriving 
home I found that the pump bearings were fine.  The problem 
was a loose fit between the pump shaft and pulley.)  This is 
where having a trailer comes in handy.  Once back at the hotel 
we were home free.   

   The next day we 
visited some more 
wineries, but in the 
Escape this time.  
Six more bottles of 
wine for the cooler.  
We then loaded 
the TR3 on the 
trailer for the re-
turn trip that eve-
ning and hit the 
road early on 
Wednesday.  The 
weather forecast 
was for occasional 
rain in the vicinity 
of Williams, Ari-
zona, so we chose 
the southern route 
home to avoid the 
grades going over 
Donner Pass.  The forecasters were wrong.  It rained on and 
off all the way down the Central Valley, across the Sonoran 
Desert and into Kingman where we spent the night.  It rained 
all night.  It rained on and off al the way across Arizona except 
where it turned to snow in Flagstaff and didn't clear up for good 
until we reached Santa Rosa, New Mexico.   

   The only thing keeping the elements out of the TR3 interior 
was an ill fitting tonneau cover.  But much to my surprise, the 
interior stayed mostly dry in spite of the weather.  There was 
still much cleaning to be done from all the road spray turning 
the light blue car into something much less attractive.  But a 
hose and a bucket of soapy water rectified that situation.   

   Thus ends the California Adventure 2013.   

VTR/Triumphest 2014, Pt 3 

♪“Get your kicks on Route 66…”♫ 
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   As related in an earlier issue of Exhaust Notes (“Racing on 
Runways,” February 2012), during the early-to-mid 1950s Tri-
umphs and their owners regularly took to the field of competi-
tion on no-kidding fields, ie, airports and several military avia-
tion facilities.  It was a time of transition for sports car competi-
tion in the United States; a rising carnage forced the suspen-
sion of events on public roads and in forced the development 
of built-for-the-purpose racetracks at multiple locations around 
the country.   

   Airfields – in particular, bases operated by the US Air Force’s 
Strategic Air Command – filled the gap.  For several years, the 
Sports Car Club of America sponsored events at bases all 
around the country; the Midwestern races took place at locales 
such as Chanute Air Force Base, Rantoul, IL; Bakalar AFB, 
Columbus, IN; Stout Field, Indianapolis, IN: Offutt AFB, Belle-
vue, NE; and Malden Air Base, MO.   

   In 1955, the SCCA’s traveling 
airport, er, road show came to 
St Louis.  No, they didn’t close 
down Lambert or Scott AFB for 
a couple of days of spirited com-
petition; the racing actually took 
place at Smartt Field in St 
Charles County, up by the Mis-
souri River.   

   During World War II, Smartt 
served as an auxiliary field for 
Navy primary flight training ac-
tivities at Naval Air Station St 
Louis.  The service acquired the 
property in January 1941 and 
built a 2000 foot octagonal land-
ing mat, a hangar and barracks.  

In 1942, the airfield received the name of ENS Joseph G. 
Smartt, killed in action at Naval Air Station Kaneohe Bay, Ha-
waii, on 7 December 1941, while assigned to Patrol Squadron 
11.  Postwar, it became a general aviation facility.  With two 

runways – the 
longer one 
m e a s u r i n g 
3800 feet – it 
proved perfect 
for temporary 
use as a 
sports car 
venue.   

   The SCCA 
c a m e  t o 
Smartt Field 
the weekend 
of 16 October 
1955, follow-
ing a race at 
Fairchild AFB, 
S p o k a n e , 
Washington.  
While Austin-
Healey 100s 
d o m i n a t e d , 
John Goans 

finished second in E Production in his TR2.  Fellow TR2 drive 
George Mason placed 8th in the Sports 1.5 race (and first in E 
Production); Jack Hinkle won the event in his F Modified Kurtis, 
followed by two Porsche 356s and an Arnolt-Bristol.  Post-
event, the SCCA noted, “Thrills, chills…and no spills!” with over 
300 spectators in attendance (then again, the St Louis Chapter 
noted it had given two free tickets to every member, which un-
doubtedly bumped the attendance).    

   On 13 May 1956, the 
sports cars returned.  Ac-
cording to the region’s 
newsletter, Wheelspin, the 
results were “slightly sensa-
tional!  Mother’s Day killed 
the crowd, and we didn’t 
make much money, but our 
just-past Smartt Field races 
will be long-remembered by 
many.”   Homer Gosnell 
took the E Production hon-
ors in the “Novice Race,” 
his first-ever run in his TR2.  
Ben Chesney, also in a 
TR2, finished 5th in EP in 
the day’s second race for E, 
D, F and G Production cars 
and E and F Modified; Ed Lunken of Cincinnati took the overall 
win in his E Modified Ferrari 500 Testa Rosa.  At the end of the 
day, the two Triumph drivers hit the track again in the Produc-
tion and Modified (over 1500cc) clash.  Chesney and Gosnell 
finished 16th and 17th, respectively.  The newsletter noted,  

   Smartt Field is rather small, as airport landing fields 
go…and our race course winds around like a two-sided 
“C.”  It’s tight, and tough, with corners that take the best 
a driver has to offer.  Last November we had a small 
race…with just a couple of fellows entering from out-of-
town.  But it seems they talked about the St Louis Re-
gion races at Smartt Field…how it took some real driv-
ing to win…what fun the course was, and what a chal-
lenge! 

   One of the other highlights of the ’56 event?  The appear-
ance of a D-Type Jaguar, probably the first one seen locally.  
Jack Ensley, owner of Sports Cars Limited in Evansville, Indi-
ana – which among other vehicles sold Triumphs – drove the 
Jag.   

   The Triumphs returned to Smartt later in the year, over the 
weekend of 6-7 October.  This time around a TR2 placed 3rd in 
the Novice Race.  In the fourth race, for all over-1500cc pro-
duction cars, the legendary Augie Pabst placed 8th in a TR2 
(third in E Prod), behind two AC Aces and a Jaguar; not a bad 
finish in a class that also included Porsche 356s, Morgans and 
Arnolt-Bristols, among others.  Three other TR2s also finished 
the race, in 17th, 18th (Homer Gosnell), 19th and 20th (Dr Dave 
Dukes) while Clyde Robbins took the overall victory in a Mer-
cedes-Benz 300 SLs (hmmm…Triumph TR2s on the track at 
the same time as a 300SL, must’ve been “sporting”).   

   The following April brought conditions not particularly condu-
cive to high speed sports car driving on the “…gray, rain-
soaked air field...” 

Backwards Glance: Mo’ Racing 

Source: Racing Sports Cars 

Aerial of Smartt Field.   The dark gray line indi-

cates the original Navy landing field.   
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   …for the first time in the history of the Smartt Field 
races, a real wet challenge that lingered the entire 
weekend.  Puddles several inches deep, from days of 
almost ceaseless rain, spotted the air strips and left the 
infields looking like rice paddies.  We were fortunate to 
have approximately 3000 “spectator-enthusiasts” attend 
the races. 

   Despite the amphibious conditions, Dave Dukes took fourth 
in the E Production race.  Jim Kimberly, one of the founders of 
the SCCA and heir to the Kimberly-Clark fortune – caused the 
big stir for the weekend when he showed up with a full-size 
truck and trailer, hauling a Maserati.  Despite spinning at least 
once on the wet track, he pulled down the E Modified crown.   

   One last go-around took place at Smartt Field on 4 May 
1957.  Bob Dunbar placed 3rd in the Novice Race in his TR2.  
In the combined B, C, D and E Production race, he placed 12th 
in E Production; notably, Bill Jordan in an EP Arnolt-Bristol took 
first over a C Production MB 300 SL and B Prod Chevrolet 
Corvette.  In the combined modified/production race, 
“Gentleman Jim” Kimberly took the overall win in his Maserati 
200SI.  Dunbar came out of the event okay in his TR2, finishing 
seventh.  

    SCCA racing returned two years later, albeit at a location 
somewhat more distant than Smartt Field: Rolla National Air-
port, a short 100-mile jaunt down US 66 from St Louis.  Oper-
ated from 1942 through 1946, Vichy Army Air Field served as a 
training site for Army Air Forces transport aircraft (C-47s and 
variants) operating out of Sedalia AAF (now Whiteman AFB).  
The 33rd Photo Reconnaissance Squadron also briefly oper-
ated from Vichy AAF in late 1942, flying P-43s and B-25Cs.  
Like Smartt Field, at war’s end transferred to civilian opera-
tions; in 1958, Vichy became Rolla National Airport.  

   Two races took place at Rolla/Vichy in 1959, starting with the 
23-24 May “Midwest Grand Prix.”  Again, from the SCCA news-
letter,  

   Here at Rolla we offer you the second of a series of 
races in what we hope and believe will prove a perma-
nent event.  We are hard-pressed to please you, and 
ourselves, and to keep the event as safe as it must be 
to assure both pleasure and permanence. 

   A large number of TR3 owners/drivers took part in the initial 
competition, including Fred Switzer III; Charles W. Evans of 
Belleville; Jim Lawrence, St Louis; and John W. Hardy III, Jef-
ferson City.  Lawrence returned to the track the following 10 
October for a fall go, along with William C. Burkett, Webster 
Groves; Donald McGreevy, Lawrence, Kansas; G. Donald 
Ingebretson, Vinita Park; Jean Srenco, Clayton; and Kenneth 
Suhre, Alhambra, IL.   

   Finally during the 1950s, if you were willing to range even 
farther afield in your TR, you could take in competitive events 
at a couple of other airport circuits.  Yet another former Army 
airfield outside of Lawrenceville, Illinois, hosted races in 1955 
and 1956.  At the 19 June event, Bob Goldrich (Chicago) 
placed 2nd in E Production, followed by a 4th place in the modi-
fied class.  Bus Gunter (Melrose Park) won the E Production 
class in his Triumph.  A year later, on 10 June 1956, Dave 

Dukes ran away with E Production in his Triumph-powered 
Morgan +4, followed by Homer Gosnell, 5th place, TR2; Ben 
Chesney, 7th, TR2; and Dean Martin (no, not the singer), 9th, 
TR3. Paul Myers, also in a TR2, tied for 10th with AC Ace driver 
John Stinger; William Tannhaeuser finished 12th in a Triumph-
based Doretti Swallow.  

   Kansas City’s Fairfax Field 
also held races for a couple 
of years.  Located on the 
Kansas side of the Missouri 
River, Fairfax was the oldest 
of the former military airfields 
mentioned here, dating to 
1923.  It handled Kansas 
City’s commercial traffic 
(Braniff, American, Universal 
Airways) during the late 
1920s and during the 1940s 
housed a massive industrial 
plant, used by North Ameri-
can Aviation for the production over 6600 B-25 and PBJ-1 
bombers during The Big One. The Army Air Forces occupied a 
portion of the field for aircraft delivery and technical training 
purposes.  Postwar, Fairfax handled Air Force Reserve flying 
activities for several years.  

    The Kansas City Region of the 
SCCA and the Ararat-Abdallah Shrine 
Temple sponsored the Labor Day 
events in 1954 and 1955.  Notably at 
the latter, Richard Sewell of St Louis 
raced a Jowett Jupiter, something not 
commonly seen.  Joe Mayer, R. 
McGuire and George Mason placed 
10th, 11th and 12th respectively in the 
over-1500cc race, behind three Mer-
cedes 300SLs, six Jaguar XK140s 
and three Austin-Healeys; Mayer took 
the class win.   

    By 1960, SCCA had pretty much converted fully to built-for-
the-purpose racing tracks.  SCCA racing ended at Smart Field 
after the April 1957 event and one source gives a last SCCA 
Regional at Rolla/Vichy on 24 May 1959 while Fairfax – soon 
to bet covered by a huge General Motors factory – staged its 
last SCCA Divisional on 4 August 1963.  SCCA Regionals at 
Mid-America out by Wentzville started in the summer of 1964.  

   Some 60 years later, three of the four airports – Smartt Field, 
Rolla and Lawrenceville – still handle general aviation activi-
ties.  Smartt houses the Missouri Wing of the Commemorative 
Air Force – complete with B-25 and TBM-3 – as well as the 
Boeing Avionics Laboratory Antenna Range on the north side 
of the runway, completed with an FA-18 and F-15 mounted on 
pylons.  Fairfax Field has seen the greatest change; much of 
the old runways which formerly handled bomber and transport 
aircraft and occasionally sports cars are now covered by a 
General Motors plant which churns out thousands of Buick 
LaCrosses and Chevy Malibus on an annual basis.   The pro-
duction of mid-sized passenger vehicles marks quite a change 
from the days when big thundering (and small, buzzing) sports 
cars ran on the runways.  

Sources: St Louis Region SCCA, Wheelspin, May 1956, No-
vember 1956; Cliff Reuter, Etceterini.com, http://
ferrariexperts.com/etceterini.htm; Gateway Healey 
A s s o c i a t i o n ;  R a c i n g  S p o r t s  C a r s , 
www.racingsportscars.com/.  

Thundering herd of (primarily) TR3s at Rolla.  Source: SCCA. 

B-25s getting towed into position 

for test and delivery at Fairfax 

Field.  Army Air Forces photo. 
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   As indicated in last month’s Exhaust 
Notes – and as discussed at January’s 
meeting – the search for documentation 
(and witnesses, for that matter) confirming 
the establishment date for the St Louis 
Triumph Owners Association continues.  
Again, if you are an original member or 

know an original member, please contact the editor at 
sltoaed@gmail.com.   

   Along the same lines, the oldest edition of the Notes available 
on the club web page dates to November 1999.  Some time 
back Karl Schmitt turned up an older one, dating to July 1991.  
Check your files, check the stack of paperwork out in the shop; if 
anyone has issues of the Exhaust Notes from the mid-1980s 
through October 1999, puhleeze contact the editor.   

   And, there’s one other question: who designed the SLTOA 
logo?  It was in use by 1991.   

   Having said that, here is a look at a couple of news items con-
cerning club activities from mid-1991.  July’s meeting took place 
at the Chuck-A-Burger on St Charles Rock Road and featured 
“something special:”  

   …SLTOA members John Lye and Valerie Lopez – both 
avid autocrossers – will present a brief program on their 
race-prepared TR4, which they will trailer to the meeting 
site…don’t miss out on this entertaining and informative 
get-together.  

   As it turns out, 
John and Valerie 
are still into Tri-
umphs; they own 
a 1959 TR3A and 
1970 GT6+ and 
a re  cur ren t l y 
members of the 
Shenandoah Val-
ley British Car 
Club out in the Old 
Dominion.  He 
mentioned he left 
Colorado for St 
Louis in February 
1989 and joined 
SLTOA, in the 
process meeting 
the Starks, Mike 
L a i n s ,  D a v e 
Massey who “…
made us feel wel-
come.”   

   Elsewhere in the 
same issue of the Notes, Events Chairman Jim Orr set up a 
driving event for 21 July, a run to Femme Osage along Missouri 
Highway 94.  The planned stops included the town, a “fine an-
tique shop,” the Augusta Winery and the Daniel Boone home, 
followed by a picnic lunch.  The expedition departed from the 
riverfront parking area in downtown St Charles.  Upcoming re-
gional and national events included VTR 1991 in Fort Mitchell, 
Kentucky, across the Ohio River from Cincinnati; the Heartland 
All British Autofest in Bettendorf, Iowa; and Labor Day’s All Brit-
ish Car & Cycle Show in Kansas City.   

 

   Where’s Jim Orr now?  No telling...a quick search turned up 
a Jim Orr in Atlanta, a member of the Georgia Triumph Asso-
ciation, but a swap of emails revealed he was another Jim Orr 
(but he said Hi! To SLTOA).  As with several other early mem-
bers, we’ll continue looking for him.   

   Finally, in July 1991 Michael Lains of Webster Groves 
served as editor of Exhaust Notes.  The size of the newsletter 
at the time?  Two pages, of which one page incorporated the 
club roster (trust me, SLTOA has grown a bit in the interven-
ing 23 years). 

   Dave Massey and Andy Stark were both members of 
SLTOA in ’91.  Andy – who continues to serve as one of the 
club’s foreign correspondents – recalled he joined the in 1985:  

 I learned about the club when I saw them having a 
picnic at Creve Coeur Lake.  I was on my way home 
from a junkyard and saw a bunch of Triumphs; I 
stopped and talked to the group and became a mem-
ber.  I remember Jack Fansher, Dave Massey, Gail 
Edmunds, Mike Lains, John Kelly and “Doc” Orr being 
there.   

   Dave mentioned he joined around 1983 or 1984; Don Huber 
was already a member and served (he thinks) as the first 
SLTOA treasurer.   

   BTW, John Lye is the one who talked me into going 
to the VTR in Boulder, Colorado, in 1990.  I’ve been 
going to VTRs ever since, with few exceptions.   

   John Kelly was the founding president and when he 
stepped down he became scarce.  He may still be in 
town but I think he is of retirement age at this point and 
may have moved away.  He was replaced by Gail Ed-
munds; Gale is still in town and he still has his TR4 but 
he has not been active for many, many years.  I was 
elected president next…in absentia.   

   Funny how that happens…Anyway, it would now appear 
we’re getting somewhere: Jack Fansher, Don Huber, Dave 
Massey, Andy Stark and Tom and Ann Stark were among the 
earliest members of our club and efforts are underway to con-
tact “Doc” Orr and Gail Edmunds.  Mike Lains showed up on 
the roster of the St Louis Alfa Owners Club n 2006 and he 
may very well still be in the area.  Otherwise, for the current 
members of long standing with SLTOA, stand by for an email 
and/or visit from the editor/historian.   

   Again, the search continues… 

 

Sidenote:  In last month’s “Backwards Glance” we took a 
brief look at the St Louis Chapter of the Triumph Sports Own-
ers Association as a lead-in to the effort to collect the history 
of SLTOA.  Well, as it turns out TSOA also had a chapter 
across the river in Belleville, at least for a while.  The Belleville 
group formed in early 1958 with Bud Key of W Main Street 
identified as the point of contact.  There were no subsequent 
mentions of Key or the Belleville group in the TSOA Newslet-
ter so the chapter may have proven particularly short-lived.   

   The St Louis Chapter’s officers at the time were President 
Paul Mars, Vice President Don Poskin, Secretary/Treasurer 
Charles Wolfe and Events Chair Donald Ingebretsen.  Any of 
those names ring a bell?   

The Truth Is Out There... 
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donation of the funds raised at November’s Veterans Drive.  
On another subject, efforts to document the club’s history con-
tinue.  He’s still trying to identify the club’s earliest members; 
someone recommended he contact past-president Dave 
Massey while someone else suggested contacting “the Healey 
guys.”  If we can determine the actual formation date of SLTOA 
(best estimate is now the early-to-mid 1980s), we can work up 
an anniversary celebration.  Mark did mention that several of 
the Triumph clubs around the country date to the old Triumph 
Sports Owners Association, including Tyee Triumph of Seattle-
Tacoma, which is celebrating its 50th anniversary this year 
(again from the floor: “Woooooo!”).   

   And, in the last item of official business, Creig and Stephen 
Paur announced they’d made contact with Mike Cook, editor of 
VTR’s The Vintage Triumph, concerning submission of Ex-
haust Notes for recognition and a possible award.  The crowd 
cheered, applauded and clinked their beer bottles, the editor 
started looking for an exit… 

   Finally, a request for tech assistance by Bob Berger.  He’s 
rebuilding the PCV valve for his Spit Mk3; if anyone knows the 

Meeting Notes (Continued from page 4) proper type of spring or better yet has a spring for the valve, 
please contact him.  One member, supportive like all members, 
immediately offered Bob an entire motor at a reasonable price.  

   And with that, the meeting concluded, at 8:15 PM.  While 
several engaged in additional discussions, the rest of the Tri-
umph crowd headed back out into the wintery night.  

    

  

    

    

 

 

 

Yup, someone ordered the special... 

   Moss Motors is at it again, initiating a new Motoring 
Challenge for 2014.  The premise is simple: when you 
hit the road in your LBC either near or far, you earn 
points towards the championship by taking photos along 
the way of you and your car in front of specified A-Z 
landmarks.   

   This year’s list of landmarks includes cities/villages/
towns (ie, you get a photo in front of the “Welcome to 
Lower Arnold” sign, which fulfills the “L” requirement); counties/parishes/districts; 
states; Canadian provinces or territories; US national forests; National Park Service-
managed sites/provincial parks; car shows; Moss Motors facilities; and “destinations.”  
The latter category includes a wide range of backdrops, ranging from airports w/ a 
plane in the background to bowling allies, breweries (should be right up SLTOA’s pro-
verbial alley), covered bridge, cupcake bakery, fire truck, jail or prison (no comment), 
on a ferry, skyscraper and WWI memorial/monument to a zoo.   

   You can earn bonus points by firing off two photos each to Moss by 1 March, 1 June 
and 1 September 2014.  Final submission is by CD/ROM with the filled-out challenge 
guide or by hard-copy photographs.  You can sign up online any time between now 
and 1 December 2014.  The awards?  First place gets a $1000 Moss gift certificate; 
2nd place, a $500 gift certificate; 3rd place, $250 gift certificate; and the next 50 run-
ners-up receive a $50 certificate.  All will also receive the 2014 Challenge t-shirt and 
decal, as will anyone who scores at least 15 points.   

   Last year over 600 participated and 
this year Moss’ Miata/MX5 customers 
are also getting into the game.  At least 
one SLTOA member has already indi-
cated an interest in competing in this 
year’s event.  For more information in-
cluding the rules and downloadable entry 
form/challenge guide with all of the photo 
c a t e g o r i e s ,  c a l l  u p 
www.mossmotors.com/2014/challenge, 
get your form, grab your camera and 
head out on the road.  Moss will an-
nounce the winners by 15 February 

Last year’s winner: Bryan Hutchinson  

completions of elections, the new presi-
dent will preside.  

   I have always been a firm believer that 
every person in the club should be an 
officer at some time.  You get to meet a 
lot of people, and you get to understand 
what needs to be done in the club.  
Then, when you are finished being an 
officer, you understand better what is 
needed to keep the club functioning.  So 
volunteer.  

           - Creig 

Steering Wheel (Continued from page 1) 

SLTOA’s on Facebook! 
 

Www.facebook.com/home.php?
sk=group_134416839926824&ap
=1 

SLTOA blog: cars, news, updates, 

commentary, event information, slings, 
arrows and seasoned immaturity.  

Www.sltoa.org/blog/ 
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St Louis Triumph Owners Association 

 Member, St Louis Sports Car Council 

Www.stlscc.org 

Who’Dat? 

The young mechanic with the ‘47 Stude in last month’s Notes 
was SLTOA’s Tom Stark...at a somewhat earlier age. 

Gift of a Triumph TR6 Keeps on Giving 

Bonnie J. Gordon, MIAC News, 7 November 2013 

SANTA FE—A 1974 Triumph TR6 decorated by Hopi Tewa artist Dan Namingha and nine other Native American artists is parked 
in the lobby of the Museum of Indian Arts and Culture (MIAC), a symbol of a broadened approach by the museum to create part-
nerships with other area institutions that share a mission in honoring and perpetuating Native art and education. 

Just as 10 artists collaborated to turn the car into an art piece, now MIAC is collaborating with the Institute of American Indian Arts 
(IAIA) to ensure Native American students are prepared to fill positions at museums that reflect their peoples’ art and culture. 

The museum and the institute share a common goal – documenting and celebrating Native American art and culture.  IAIA is the 
only four-year fine arts institution in the nation devoted to contemporary Native American and Alaska Native arts...  

   ...The 1974 Triumph was donated this summer by Dr. Elizabeth Sackler, the founder and president of the American Indian Rit-
ual Object Reparation Foundation and a key figure in arts education and philanthropy…(MIAC Director Della) Warrior and Dr. 
Sackler agreed the car was the perfect symbol of collaboration to mark the beginning of MIAC’s partnership with IAIA.  It also is a 
symbol of the important partnerships museums forge with collectors, Warrior said. 

   “Over the years, individuals like Dr. Sackler have turned their affinity for native art into invaluable collections that now comprise 
much of what museums’ exhibit,” Warrior said.  “We are indebted to them and their particular interest in collecting the art o f native 
people and hope these relations will continue.” 

   Dan Namingha (Hopi) painted checkered patterns and other Native American imagery on the Triumph.    Other details, such as 
a beaded gearshift knob and steering wheel cover and detailed license plate cover, were created by Jeanette Ferrara (Isleta), Teri 
Greeves (Kiowa), Marcus Amerman (Choctaw), Upton Ethelbah, Jr. (Santa Clara/White Mountain Apache), Laura Fragua-Cota 
(Jemez), Jamie Okuma (Luisen/Shoshone/Bannock), David Gaussoin, Connie Gaussoin and Wayne Nez Gaussoin (Picuris/
Navajo). 

Sackler offered the winning bid of $90,000 for the Triumph at a SWAIA auction in 2002.  IAIA and SWAIA 
shared the proceeds for scholarships and awards. The Triumph was donated by the late Sam and Ethel 
Ballen, owners of La Fonda and longtime supporters of MIAC, IAIA, and SWAIA.  

“This is a good example of, not only a collaboration, but how the donation was doubled,” Warrior said.  “It 
benefited the two organizations at the time, and now MIAC is the beneficiary of the gift and it will be in the 
collection to be shared with the public.” 

And Finally... 
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SLTOA Classifieds 

69 TR6—As original as possible, 

dependable rehabbed condition, 
drive home today?  In Farmington, 
$8900 OBO, call (573)366-9005.  
This is Gaye Wilkinson’s car 
(Craigslist) (1402) 

 

69 TR6—Parts car, no title, has overdrive.  Been sitting inside 

for years, complete, make offer.  Pick up or can deliver for a 
fee, car is in north KC (Craigslist No. 425414689) (1402) 

71 TR6—Well restored, slightly 

modified; has Weber carbs, MSD 
ignition, electric fuel pump, K&N 
filter and alloy wheels. In Lees 
Summit, call Dennis for more info 
or pictures, $18,500 (816)719-
0966 (Craigslist) (1312) 

72 TR6—Always garaged for 42 

years, fresh rebuild on engine, 
new paint on rust free body, 
needs finishing but have most 
new parts including re-chromed 
bumpers and luggage rack, new 
top. Runs and drives great, over 

$20K invested, asking $10K as is or give us a budget and we’ll 
finish it for you. Call Chris, Belleville (314)359-9600 
(Craigslist) (1401) 

72 Spitfire MkIV—Runs 

good, car rebuilt, new brakes, 
lights, odometer reads 70,000 
but not certain how accurate. 
Car has no rust and very good 
paint, will need some minor 
work and cleaning. $3400 OBO, 
Carbondale (618)549-1017 
(Craigslist) (1401). 

74 TR6—New Year’s resolu-

tion is to own fewer projects! 
Pimento red, $4500 OBO. 
Contact Creig Houghtaling 
(314)401-7817 (1401). 

74 TR6—Rebuilt engine, 

transmission, rear end, brakes; 
engine, transmission, rear end; 
body repainted, no bondo or 
filler found, installed Miata 
seats (have originals, in pretty 
good shape), removed, 
cleaned and refurbished all 
electrical switches and con-

tacts. Have complete A/C, was working when removed in 2010 
plus other parts and spares. About 5K on rebuild, see VTR 
listing for details. $14,500 OBO, Karl (573)875-4321 cell (573)
239-7753, Columbia, MO (VTR Classifieds) (1401) 

74 TR6—Complete original car, does not run, fair interior, 

good red paint, easy restoration, $2000. Dick Poland, Moores-

ville, IN (SW of Indianapolis) (317)831-1032 (Hemmings) 
(1402) 

76 TR6—Automatic transmission, flat tires, would have to be 

towed, fair condition, in Wentzville (Craigslist No. 
4256539752) (1401) 

80 TR7 Spider—Not concours but show worthy, turn-key 

driver that needs nothing as most every component has been 
serviced and functions properly. Super value at $4750, call 
Frank (708)287-8507 or fctr6@hotmail.com, Elmwood Park (W 

Chicago), IL (VTR Classifieds) (1401) 

80 TR7— “Barn fresh, under the dust,” not running, $950. Call 

( 5 7 3 ) 9 3 4 4 - 0 9 9 2  o r  e m a i l  c l a s s i c c a r p r o -
jects@classiccarprojects.com, 7 east of Kennett, MO, on High-
way 412 (Dealer)(1312) 

80 TR8—Aluminum intake 

w/4bbl Holley, electronic ignition, 
headers and turbo mufflers, new 
master and slave cylinder.  It is a 
quick car when on the road, 
$3500 OBO.  Contact Elizabeth 
(248)733-7406 or  easte-

ven@umich.edu (Detroit Triumph Sports Car Club) (1402) 

80 TR8 Race Car—

Supercharged engine, T10 
transmission with posi rear end. 
Trailer, extra wheels, top, parts.  
$11,900.  Bob Dougherty, El-
burn, IL (west of Chicago), 
mscso1@sbcglobal.net (VTR 

Classifieds) (1402) 

Wanted—I’m looking for a TR4 or TR250, contact Jim at (314)

368-7288 or jdooley46@sbcglobal.net. (1401) 

Wanted—GT6 gearbox; one that requires rebuilding is okay. 

Call John (314)821-4154. 

Wanted—Seats for a ‘69 TR6.  Matt Jadud cell (440)334-6687 

(no texts please),  please leave a message (1402).  

For Sale—Five GT6 parts cars, one TR6 parts car. Call Ron 

Theel for information (636)931-6058, Festus, MO (1401) 

For Sale—High compression 1500cc Spitfire motor, needs 

assembly. Flat top pistons w/ rings and lightened flywheel. Har-
monic balancer, crank & flywheel balanced as a unit. In-cludes 
new main and rod bearings, wrist pin bushings, front and rear 
oil seals, gasket set, heavy duty valve springs and spring 
seats. Head machine work not completed ; needs your con-
necting rods, exhaust manifold & intake set up. Block ma-chine 
work is completed. $628.74.  TR6 motor, 1976, less intake & 
carbs, reasonable offer.  Call Craig at (636)248-7466 (1401) 

For Sale—Wide variety of TR3/4 used OEM parts, primarily 

from the competition of my TR3B in 1968. Includes cylinder 
head; gas tank; piston sets (83 and 86mm); 3.7:1 ring and pin-
ion and differential carrier; four 5” steel rims with Goodyear 
Sports Car Specials and tubes, mounted; wiper motor; oil 
pumps; radiator core; starter; gauges; rear shock set; plus 
much more. Call/email for the entire four-page lists, specifics, 
questions. Larry Brown (618)971-0056 or lar-
ryb1703@hotmail.com (1312) 
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Next Meeting: 

Sunday, 9 February 

 

El Casa Grande  
del Eureka  

ie, Stephen & Maria Moore’s,  

post-Polar Bear 

 

5215 Mirasol Manor Way 

Eureka 63025 

(314)249-7401 

And Finally... 

 One of  the nice  
aspects about driving 
an LBC?  They’re un-
obtrusive and  
regularly blend into 
traffic with nary a  
notice by other  
drivers... 

 

(see pg. 10) 

Photo by Dody Fugate 


