Exhaust Notes
Newsletter of the St Louis Triumph Owners Association
Www.SLTOA.org
Vol 16, Issue 3, March 2014

See page 4

View From Behind the
Steering Wheel

Yesterday I was eating lunch at Hardees. I was by myself, so I sat by the front window. While I was eating I saw a guy walking all around the TR4 I had on my trailer. He
was getting a good look at it from all angles. When he came in the door he looked
around. He looked my direction and noticed I was watching him. He pointed out the
window at the car, and I asked him if he liked it. He said he did. He ordered his lunch
and came over to talk. I learned that he had an MG Midget in the past and he currently
owns a mid-50s Cadillac. His lunch came around and I invited him to sit down. We

By Creig Houghtaling

(Continued on page 10)

DUES ARE DUE!
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Calendar
lunch; stops planned for use with the Moss Motors 2014
Challenge.
Info at www.stlouismgclub.com/eventscalendar/.

18 Mar 2014—SLTOA Monthly Meeting,
Mike Duffy’s Pub & Grill.
15 Apr 2014—SLTOA Monthly Meeting

22 Mar 2014—24th Annual British Car Day, Delgado

19 Apr 2014—Gateway Healey Association WashUp/Tune-Up, traditional day before prep for the Forest

Community College-City Park Campus, City Park Ave,
New Orleans, 9 AM-4 PM. Info at www.bmcno.org.

Park Concours, SLTOA always turns out. 8 AM until
whenever, bring something to share, at Keith Bester’s
garage, 115 N Sappington, Kirkwood.

30 Mar 2014—18th Annual All-British Swap Meet &
Auto Jumble, hosted by Chicagoland MG Club, at the
DuPage County Fairgrounds, Wheaton, IL.
www.britishcarswap.info.

20 Apr 2014—53rd Annual Forest Park
Concours d’Elegance, sponsored by the

5 Apr 2014—Annual Missouri Endurance Rally, hosted

Horseless Carriage Club of Missouri. Recommend pre-registration through the club and arrive
no later than 11 AM, show ends at 4:30 PM. The
th
concours will serve as the site of the 6 Annual
British Leyland Attendance Challenge (aka the
Triumph-MG Challenge).

by the MG Club of St Louis. Start, see pg. 3

13 Apr 2014—Boeing Sports Car
Club autocross season begins, Family
Arena, St Charles. Contact Racer Steve at
sshab@yahoo.com for details.

27-30 Apr 2014—South Central VTR Regional, The

18 Apr 2014—Third Friday Free Party, “From Hot
Rods to Teslas,” 6-10 PM, Third Degree Glas Factory,

Elms Spa & Hotel, Excelsior Springs, hosted by the Kansas City Triumph Club. See pg. 3.

May 2014—SLTOA Go-Kart Challenge.

Info at

5200 Delmar (314)640-7392. Gearhead’s delight, see
Teslas and learn about electric and converted vehicles.
Snacks and live music, cash bar, see www.stlglass.com.

In develop-

ment, details to follow.

19 Apr 2014—Cars & Coffee returns! 8:15 AM to 10:15

Jun 2014—Annual SLTOA Picnic/Drive. In develop-

AM, Starbucks at Rock Hill Plaza, 9616 Manchester Rd.

ment, details to follow.

27 Apr 2014—St Louis Region SCCA Solo No. 1,

11-15 Jun 2014—TRA 2014, hosted by the Miami Valley

Gateway Motorsports Park.
node/98.

Triumphs, Deer Creek State Park, Mt Sterling, OH. See
pg. 3.

Info at http://stlsolo.org/

3-4 May 2014—St Louis County Air Show, featuring the

20-23 Jul 2014—18th Annual British V8 Meeting,

US Navy Blue Angels, celebrating the 50th anniversary of
Spirit of St Louis Airport, 18270 Edison Ave, Chesterfield.
Should be/might be some interesting cars there but hey, it’s the
Blues!
Info at www.spiritairshow.com/.

Colorado Springs, host hotel Hilton Garden Inn, 1810
Briargate Parkway, Colorado Springs (719)589-6866.
Monitor www.britishv8.org/British-V8-Meetings.htm.

9-13 Sept 2014—VTR 2014, “Back to the Blue Ridge,”
Dobson, NC, hosted by the Vintage Triumph Register
and Triumph Club of the Carolinas. Details to follow, in
the meantime check out the great video at
www.youtube.com/watch?v=M6KbptrNRt0.

10 May 2014—Boeing Sports Car Club autocross, Family Arena, St Charles.
Contact
sshab@yahoo.com for details.

25-28 Sept 2014—Triumphest 2014, Santa Maria, CA,

Racer Steve

at

17 May 2014—Cars & Coffee, 8:15 AM to 10:15 AM, Star-

hosted by the Southern California Triumph Owners Association, honoring the 40th anniversary of the TR7. Host
hotel is the Radisson, 3455 Airpark Dr, Santa Maria
93455 (805)928-8000. Monitor www.sctoa.org for information and developments.

bucks at Rock Hill Plaza, 9616 Manchester Rd.

29-31 May 2014—3rd Annual British
National Meet, Hot Springs, AR. Large
range of events and drives, culminating in
Saturday night’s banquet. Host hotel Austin Hotel & Convention Center. More information and registration online at
www.britishnationalmeet.com or contact Barry Harrison at
barrett10@sbcglobal.net

nd

9-12 Oct 2014—32 Annual TRials, “Come On Home to
the South,” Oxford, MS. Hosted by 6-Pack, details including registration and hotel information at
www.2014trials.com/.

31 May-1 Jun 2014—Champagne British Car Festival,

17 Mar 2014—MG Club of St Louis Pinewood Derby,

hosted by the Illinois Flat Land British Car Club, featured
marque is Austin-Healey. Info including online registration
at www.cbcf-bloomington.com/.

2 PM at The Gas House Grill, 12643 Olive Blvd, Creve
Coeur, see www.stlouismgclub.com/events-calendar/.

22 Mar 2014—Annual Terry Fanning Memorial Rally,

Full listing at www.sltoa.org/events/2014/events14.htm

hosted by the MG Club of St Louis. Meet 10:30 at Starbucks, Manchester and Taylor in Wildwood; drivers meeting at 10:45, cars out at 11 AM. Drive to Washington for
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Saturday,
5 April 2014
Start/Finish Point:
Red Roof Inn/Westport
11837 Lackland Rd 63146

Open to all British vehicles built before 1982.

NOTE, this year only: GPS, laptops and smart phones are allowed. You will need a digital camera or smart phone camera to
capture evidence of successful stops. Entry fee has been dropped to $10 per team
 Drivers meeting at 6:30 AM on 5 April in the Red Roof Inn conference room. Teams depart by 8 AM.


Distance unknown, but you must return to the Red Roof Inn no later than 9 PM or be disqualified



Awards presentation at the Red Roof Inn 10 PM Saturday night



For more information, monitor www.stlouismgclub.com/events-calendar/.

Are you a Facebook member? Join The Missouri Endurance Rally on Facebook here : http://
tinyurl.com/om8snsn.

South Central
VTR Regional

6th Annual
Triumph-MG
Challenge

27-30 April 2014
The Elms Hotel & Spa
Excelsior Springs, MO

Forest Park
Concours
20 April

Events include welcome reception, funkhana,
gimmick rallye, autocross, model/craft show, dinner
run and participants’ choice concours.

TRA 2014

Registration now open:

11-15 June 2014

http://kansascitytriumphs.com/Registration%20-%
202014%20VTR%20South%20Central%20Regional.htm

Deer Creek State Park,
Mount Sterling, OH,

VTR hotel rate $104+tax, register ASAP as rooms are
going fast. (800)843-3567

Hosted by the
Miami Valley Triumphs.

www.elmshotelandspa.com.

Located between Columbus and Cincinnati, lots of good
roads, a modern lodge with 110 rooms and plenty of amenities.
Website up and running at:
www.miamivalleytriumphs.org/tra2014.

SLTOA is sending a contingent. Get the details
or join in on the fun at the next meeting.
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Polar Bear 2014: Delayed, but not Deterred

JM
What with the greater St Louis in the throes of a good old fashioned Midwest winter
(said the editor, formerly of Lincoln, Nebraska and Grand Forks, North Dakota), this
year’s Polar Bear event promised a tad too much of the “polar” component on the
scheduled date of Sunday, 9 February. As the route featured several sections which
were entertaining and challenging under good conditions, the weather forecast led to
the decision by the event organizers to postpone the drive one week, in recognition of
plenty of snow cover on the area’s secondary roads and the somewhat brisk temperatures.
However, the backup date – Sunday the 16th – provided better conditions. Despite
the sub-freezing starting temperature, an excellent and somewhat eclectic turnout of
18 cars and about 30 people made it to the starting point for the 2014 edition of the
SLTOA Polar Bear Run, continuing a long tradition of Triumph/LBC all-weather driving.
This year’s lineup included one GT6; three Spitfires; four TR6s; two TR7s; and oneeach MGA, Sprite, Mini, BMW Z4, Hyundai Tiburon, Hyundai Veloster and a late model
Chevy Silverado, plus the Kia Borrego camera/chase vehicle.
Post-drive party co-host Stephen Moore served as the “rabbit” for the drive in his Z4,
ensuring everyone stayed on course and on target throughout the proceedings. Bob
Horzmann of the MG Club of St Louis, driving the Chevy pickemup truck, took the trail
position in the pack, serving as the as-necessary recovery vehicle. Reportedly he didn’t have to stop too often to retrieve LBC parts from the roadway…Finally Yr Fthfl Ed
and club photographer John Moore employed “sprint and drift” tactics to get in position
JM
Too much caffeine?
There’s no such thing
as too much as too
much caffeine!

JM

JM

The Blue Face Special arriving

All photos
by John
Moore and
YFE

JM

Long Distance Award Winner

JM
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Shortest Distance Award Winners

for photos at several
locations, all to the
dulcet tunes of artists such as CW
McCall, House of
Pain, Metallica and
Richard
Wagner
(cue “Ride of the
Valkyries”).
Special mention
must go to the small
contingent of True
Polar Bears, ie,
those who drove the
route with their tops
JM down while suitably
bundled up. Greg
Riemann and pasJM
s e n g e r / n a vi g a t o r
Josh Wills were first
into the Shell/Circle K parking lot in Greg’s “Blue Face Special” Spit, followed by John and Donna in the Spit6 and
MGCStL member Robert Guiness in his really nice MGA.
Somewhere along the drive, Stephen and Adrian Pauer put
the top down on their TR6, so four open-top cars finished the
run. Guiness he also earned the Long Distance Award, driving in from Troy, Illinois, top down. The Short Distance Award
went to soon-to-be-retired President Creig and Chris Zoellner
who, upon departing for Eureka from their meeting point in
Manchester, only got about two houses away before Creig
JM
had to fiddle on the idle of Chris’ TR7. The No Distance Award went to President Emeritus and Chairman of “Can’t We All Just Get Along?’ Craig Madsen.
A last-second electrical/ignition problem with his Spitfire rendered the vehicle Tango Uniform, but fortunately he did make it to the post-drive party.
Also greeting the participants at the Shell parking lot
was Walt Blackledge, prospective Spitfire owner (and
hopefully, prospective SLTOA member), who drove
down from Alton to get a look at the Spits in the gaggle and ask questions. A former Marine, Walt would
also serve to further expand the club’s Marine Expeditionary Force (TR/MEF) if he signs up, Semper Fi!
Finally, as an added attraction for the drive, the event
organizer announced a prize to the first person to spot
the Fiat 124 along the route: a six-pack of MilwauJM kee’s Best. Second prize? Two six-packs of Milwaukee’s Best. In the end Ron Theel took the six-pack
honors but one attendee, who noted the direction the
conversation was going, yelled out, “I did NOT see the
Fiat!”

The Road Warriors...

Anyway, right about noon the cars departed from
Stephen and Maria Moore’s home for the 47.6-mile
excursion, returning roughly 90 minutes later (the timing incorporated the mid-course stop at the BP station
in Catawissa). Upon their return to the Moore’s, the
Polar Bears greeted several additional members for
the post-drive party, with 35-36 enjoying great food
(and plenty of it), appropriate libation, questionable
conversation and John Moore’s photo slide show of
the day’s festivities. One member, commenting on
Iggy’s participation in the drive, stated “SLTOA is
probably the only local club that always travels with
JM
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(Continued on page 6)

Polar Bear Run (Continued from page 5)
legal counsel.”
SLTOA’s vice president later sagely observed
“Our two clubs – the Triumphs and the MGs – like to run in the
bottoms, like a bunch of old bootleggers.”
In the end the general consensus was good route, good time.
Our hosts Stephen and Maria did a phenomenal job assisting with
the event planning and in setting up their house for the post-drive
socializing (and the chili was great, to boot). Our thanks to them
and to all who participated in this year’s run.

JM

JM

Weather and the Polar Bear Run
According to club records, the Polar Bear Run has served as SLTOA’s annual season-opening drive since the early 1990s, if
not earlier. And, as anyone who’s made the drive knows, weather in the vicinity of St Louis can be quite “variable” in February.
The following summary came from back issues of Exhaust Notes.
2000 – “The weather was so warm that everyone opened up his or her car and enjoyed the sunshine”
2001 – “Beautiful day”…and John Lamberg provided the Krispy Kremes
2002 – Below freezing and howling wind
2003 – Temperature of 70˚: “It was actually realistic to put down the hood (top, to you Yanks) and cruise”
2004 – Cancelled, due to really bad weather
2005 – Rain, and lots of it…
2006 – Freak snowstorm on the originally scheduled date; ran on 26 March with sunshine and a temperature of 60
2007 – No report
2008 – “A wonderfully relaxing event”
2009 – Cool, dry
2010 – Temps in low 30s, sleet/wet, fog, snow on the ground…plus a camel out standing in its field
2011 – Snow on ground, temps in the mid 50s, sunny
2012 – Temps in the mid-30s, no snow, sunny
2013 – Temps in the 30s and a lot of rain
2014 – Temps in the mid-30s, dry but overcast with snow in the fields and hills and some icy patches on the roads
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Meeting Notes—16 February 2014
In and around the ongoing party which followed Polar Bear,
SLTOA President Creig Houghtaling managed to lead the assembled multitude through a brief business meeting.

ball. Several in the group immediately volunteered to do the
latter as members of John the Marine’s team (UUU-RAH!);
Dave Massey commented, “It’s not the paintball that worries
me, it’s the waterboarding afterwards.” Concurrently, club
secy/ed Mark is researching a possible club go kart night at
one of the local establishments, open to all LBCers. Finally,
Ron Theel suggested the club work up some sort of event involving a dunk tank.

The proceedings initiated at 1550 with Creig announcing
Vickie (xxx) Riemann’s birthday, Dave Massey lamented the
fact he’d left his bagpipes at home and only Vickie and Greg
knew if it was really her birthday. El Presidente then offered up
special thanks to our host and hostess, Stephen and Maria
Moore (applause, cheers), followed by thanks to the guys who
put the route together. Fortunately, no major disasters, no
freezing rain this year and no one ran off the road…yet.

Concerning the South-Central VTR Regional in Excelsior
Springs, currently eight are planning on participating: the
Paurs, the Masseys, the Moores and the Poropats. The
event’s scheduled for 27-30 April at the Elms Hotel & Spa, still
plenty of time to sign up and join the procession westward.

Concerning the upcoming (20 April) Forest Park Easter Car
Show, Craig Madsen’s coordinating once again and once
again, the club needs to turn out the maximum number of Triumphs, along with spare drivers for owners who have more
than one vehicle. The other big upcoming item: March’s biannual elections for president, vice-president, treasurer and secretary. Nominations and voting will constitute the first order of
business at the March meeting. Someone suggested incumbent veep Jesse Lowe should start brushing up on starting
speeches with the phrase, “My fellow Americans…” He responded with, “Oh great, now we’re going to get stuck with
‘JesseCare.’”

Creig concluded the proceedings at 4 PM (10 minute business meeting; may very well be a contemporary record) and
announced “…the rest is all party.” John Lamberg then made
a comment somehow linking M80s to Steve Moore’s Western
Pacific railroad layout in the basement, at which point things
quickly degenerated…

A few minutes of commentary followed concerning the
SLTOA web site, with appreciation expressed to longtime webmaster Gary Allgood and in particular Stephen Paur’s recent
efforts with the page; the addition of online dues payment as
well as more photos of recent vintage on the opening page are
particularly noteworthy. Updates to the Members Page are
planned/underway, including a project by club photographer
John Moore to post photos of members with their cars while
underway. John’s also working up a means of disseminating
event photos to the members in a timely fashion, stay tuned.
Speaking of John, he’s working on some ideas for new/
additional club activities, ranging from bowling night to paint-

10 Terrifying Highways
Here’s one for all of you veteran road warriors. While no reports of “terror” or white
knuckle driving followed Polar Bear, earlier in
the week MSN ran a photo article titled “10
Terrifying Highways For Brave RoadTrippers.”
This particular Top 10 list (at http://
living.msn.com/life-inspired/life-unleashed/10
-terrifying-highways-for-brave-road-trippers)
includes Alaska’s Dalton Highway; US
129/“Tail of the Dragon” in North Carolina (if
memory serves, the Kressers have had the
pleasure of a run along that legendary route);
CA Hwy 1, aka “The Great Highway” and the
“Pacific Coast Highway” (yr fthl ed has a
couple of hundred hours on that particular
route); and CO Hwy 82 over the Continental
Divide (“The road from Aspen is not for those
who fear heights”).

US Highway 129, ‘Tail of the Dragon” Photo: Mark Scheurn/Alamy

Great fun…road trip, anyone?
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The Truth Is Out There, Pt. 3
As we continue our probably
never-ending trip down memory
lane in search of the history of
the St Louis Triumph Owners
Association, one of the questions asked last month was “who
designed the SLTOA logo?” Well, as it turns out, we have an
answer: former Exhaust Notes editor Mike Lains (note: we misspelled his last name last month, our apologies for the error).
In a recent phone interview, Mike said he joined the club
“during the early 1980s” and while he didn’t consider himself an
early member, he figured he was pretty darn close. He recalled
only a handful of people meeting at a library in west county;
according to fellow pioneer Jack Fansher, it was the Thornhill
Branch of the St Louis County Library in Maryland Heights, off
Fee Fee Road, although others mentioned meetings at Clayton’s Mid-County Branch on South Lindbergh..
As a writer and graphic designer Mike – who owned a 1962
TR4 at the time – assumed the duties of editor, developed the
club logo and also came up with the name Exhaust Notes for
the pub. For anyone who’s edited a newsletter during the preand early PC era (anyone remember the Apple Lisa, Tandy
1000 or IBM’s PC Jr and PC-AT?), the following should sound
familiar: Mike said the newsletter was strictly a typed, cut-andpaste operation. Personal computers were still rare and word
processing/graphics programs like QuarkXPress and MSPublisher were off in the distant future.
Mike served as editor into 1992 or thereabouts, concurrent
with the departure of first club president John Kelly. He remembered going to the Easter car show at Forest Park and talking
with John, who’d participated in a club drive the day before. He
asked Kelly, “How’d it go?” The president responded with, “It
went really well until I drove my TR6 off the road into a ditch.”
John left the club shortly afterwards and handed off the president’s duties to Gail Edmunds.
Somewhat afterwards Mike
also departed SLTOA, but remained in the St Louis area. Over
the past several years he’s maintained membership with the St
Louis Alfa Romeo Owners Club; he has a 1969 1750 Spider
“Duetto” and a 1990 164 Sedan.
Gail said he found SLTOA following his move to St Louis in
1985, after receiving the name for a local contact from one of
the national organizations. He found the county library gatherings “…rather sedate meetings,” and regularly pushed the club
to start meeting in restaurants, grills, etc for drinks and dinner.
He felt this would boost the social aspects of club membership.
Concerning cars in the club at the time, “Dave Massey had a
primer’d TR4. Then he bought a blue TR6 from Paul Gipson
with matching blue hardtop. We had another member,” he
added, “Dan something or other, who had a TR6 with Michelin
redlines. The tires were notorious for ‘grippy-grippy-grippy’ and
then bang, they’d let go. (On one drive) he went off the road;
we used a pair of vise grips to clamp a leak and he managed to
limp home.”
Gail also remained in the St Louis area after leaving the club
and about 10 years ago, started driving Jaguar sedans, starting
with a 1999 model. He currently drives an XJ Vanden Plas but
still has the 1964 TR4 that he owned at the time he joined
SLTOA nearly 30 years ago. As he put it, he took it off the road
some years ago to do some work “…and life got in the way.”
After running into Jack Fansher and a couple of others at the
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Forest Park Concours a couple of years ago, he’s expressed
an interest in rejoining SLTOA.
So what kind of events did the club hold during the earlier
days? Drives, car shows and out-of-area excursions (as distinguished from out-of-body experiences. Hey, this isn’t San
Francisco we’re dealing with here) were common. Gail Edmunds mentioned the Polar Bear Runs as well as regular
“Italian Tune-ups” involving small groups meeting on Sunday
mornings for drives “somewhere out west” for about an hour
or so. Other activities included fall color tours and the annual
Christmas Party, including a couple of years of holiday festivities at the Cheshire Inn at Clayton and Skinker. Also, he said
SLTOA periodically hosted speakers, such as Les (“a Brit”), a
local radio host who drove a Rover 2000TC.
Linda Massey recalled a Polar Bear which took place during
the early 1990s, with a route put together by a club member
who didn’t believe in handing out maps but embraced the
“follow me” method of navigation. He then drove off at something like 80 mph, “…so we all had to drive at over 60 mph
just to keep him in sight. At one point, I actually saw him on a
ridge above us.” Afterwards, someone came up to her and
exclaimed, “Damn woman, you can drive!” She thought that
particular Polar Bear marked the start of SLTOA’s reputation
for hard and fast driving events.
Hard and fast driving? Triumphs in competition have remained a hallmark for SLTOA since the start, including the
last two years of the Slow Roller Racing Team’s participation
in the Boeing Sports Car Club events at Family Arena. Gail
Edmunds recalled Tom and Andy Stark’s regular participation
in autocross events; also, during the early 2000s, Andy’s tales
of Two Dog Racing and his E Production GT6 were a regular
feature in Exhaust Notes.

Andy Stark’s GT6, above. Below, Dennis Wilson in his TR6.
Photo: BritishCarLinks.com.

Sometimes the racers served as the feature speakers at
club meetings; they included John Lye and Valerie Lopez who
slalomed a TR4 (featured in last month’s Exhaust Notes) as
well as Dennis Wilson of St Clair, who raced a TR6 in SCCA
regional and national competition. According to Gale, one
year Wilson showed footage from the national championship
at Road Atlanta: “Whoever was narrating the film kept saying,
‘The TR6 is pulling away from the field!’ and we all hooted and
hollered.”

ing Award – the first award – as the driver who “…in the true
spirit of racing, campaigns and maintains the car they drive.”

Long-time member Larry Brown stressed the racing and
engineering contributions of another SLTOA’er, the legendary
Bill Boemler. Karl Schmitt referred to Bill as the “club mechanic,” adding he owned two TR3s, one of which was “…
really ugly…the worst color you’d ever see.”
According to Larry’s post on the SLTOA Member’s Page,
back in the late 1960s Bill played an important role in prepping the Brown’s TR3 for the SCCA driver’s school at MidAmerica, installing no-spin differential gears and working on
the overdrive. “More importantly, he provided mentoring
sorely needed by a young guy wanting to be involved in a
sport where money equals speed.”

Bill Boemler advising Craig Leinnicke at Mid-America, circa 1980.
Photo via Flashback Racing.
Member Craig Leinicke also worked closely with Boemler on
several projects, including building of Craig’s TR3 racing engines during the early 1980s and work on the Flashback Racing
“hot rod” TR7 land speed record car. Sad to say, Bill Boemler
departed on 15 December 2001 at age 74. A veteran of the US
Army Air Forces, he was interred at Jefferson Barracks National
Cemetery.

Larry Brown at speed.
Bill Boemler’s competition record dated to the 1960s, including participation in the US Race of Champions at Riverside in
1966 and Daytona in 1969. According to the TSOA Newsletter, he ran into particular trouble at the Florida event, “…
averaging one clutch per day in his TR3.” He did take the E
Production race at the former Stuttgart Army Airfield, Arkansas, in April 1969, beating out Dave Dooley of Oklahoma City
in a GT6+. In 1972, Bill won the SCCA’s John Riehl Club Rac-

In summary, a review of the old TSOA Newsletter indicated
the formation of a Belleville chapter of the Triumph Sports Owners Association in early 1958 under the leadership of Bud Key.
The November 1958 issue mentioned the start-up of a similar
group in St Louis and listed D.L. Poskin as the point of contact.
By 1976, the St Louis chapter dropped off TSOA’s list of affiliated groups; however, in 1981 the Vintage Triumph Register
announced an attempt to get a local club going again. Based on
the information we’ve found to date, this effort most likely resulted in the formation of the St Louis Triumph Owners Association.
As stated last month, the truth is still out there. We’ll get it,
one way or another.

SLTOA’s on
Facebook!

TR Humour
Polar Bear Rules
For new members, the drive rules are as follows: You must
drive a British car. You must drive with the top down. If you
have a hard top car, you must drive with the windows open.
You get points for having something go wrong with your car
like having your fuel pump quit. You get additional points if you
rig an electronic fuel pump with fuel hoses running from your
gas fill tube, through the cockpit of your car, and around the
windshield to the engine. If that is too elaborate for you, just
don’t fill up your gas tank so that it runs empty along the way.
You aren’t driving an LBC if something doesn’t go wrong! And
the final rule is... all rules can be ignored as long as you have a
good time!

Www.facebook.com/home.php?
sk=group_134416839926824&ap=1

St Louis Triumph Owners Association

Member, St Louis Sports Car Council
Www.stlscc.org

- Exhaust Notes, February 2000
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TR Tech
During a few of the club’s driving events our TR6 engine suffered fuel starvation. Although the search for the cause and
cure taught me many things about the car’s fuel and emission
systems, it looks like it all came down to one culprit: old, original fuel hoses.
I found bits of hose blocking the float needles in both my
carbs, the worst being the front carb which received the greatest amount of debris. Although I tried to remedy the situation
by changing my fuel filter, it appears that small pieces of old
tubing passed through the filter and on to my carbs.
I have heard some talk about how our new “blended fuels”
may cause old rubber lines to deteriorate. I found this product
from Gates while doing my research: www.gates.com/
brochure.cfm?brochure=12468&location_id=541.
They also

Steering Wheel (Continued from page 1)
spent the rest of our lunch time talking about old cars and motorcycles. If you’ve got an old British car, it is just that easy to
make friends!
We have the Forest Park Easter Car Show coming up in a
few weeks. Right now is the time to sign up! If you give Craig
Madsen your name and $15 you can join the fun. As usual, the
Triumph Club is trying to show more cars than the MG
club. An easy time to pay and register is at our next club meeting. Craig will be there. Or you can call him at 636-248-7466
and mail a check. Weather report for the Easter is sunny,
breezy, and mid 70s (I can’t be any worse at predicting St.
Louis weather than the guys on TV!).

claim that the introduction of ethanol and other fuel additives
damage standard rubber hoses.
It’s worth the read and may help you decide to change your
old rubber fuel lines out for new ones. I just finished mine and
hope that my starvation problems are resolved. I’ve attached a
photo of the rubber particles inside my previously changed fuel filter.
How to test if you have original hoses?
Easy: SQUEEZE them. Newer hoses are soft
and pliable. Old ones aren’t.
- The Triumph Herald, January 2014
Rocky Mountain Triumph Club

Unwanted aliens
hits. And I’ll certainly be just as involved in the club. The main
project I want to continue and improve is the membership roster. I didn’t do the best job with it last year. So this year if I’m
not president, I’ve got no excuse!
See you at the next meeting. Our first order of business will
be election of officers. When that is complete, our new president will take over the meeting and carry on from
there. WOOO-HOOO!!!

Admit It: You Want This
Car

Since this is my last month as president, I’ll bid this column
farewell.
I’ll still write about other things as inspiration

73 GT6 Mk3 – Featured in Bring A Trailer in midFebruary, third owners, 74,500 miles, 14,150 miles since
restoration, numerous VTR Best of Show and Preservation awards. Mods include electric cooling fan, K&N air
filters, cast aluminum valve cover, Pertronix electronic
ignition. Sale includes a large number of NOS and hardto-find parts and manuals. $25,500 for the car or
$27,500 for the GT6 plus a Pace American Shadow GT
enclosed car trailer. Contact Sue or Dave at (586)9794875, (586)945-1483 or snydleydog@yahoo.com. Car in
vicinity of Detroit; per the Detroit Triumph Sportscar
Club’s web page, “Don’t let it leave Michigan and end up
in Jay Leno’s Garage” (BAT) (1403).
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SLTOA Classifieds
67 TR4A—$3500, in Clinton,
MO, call for information (660)
890-5182 (Craigslist) (1403)
69 TR6—As original as possible, dependable rehabbed condition, drive home today! In
Farmington, $8900 OBO, call
(573)366-9005 (Note: This is
Gaye Wilkinson’s car) (Craigslist) (1402)
71 GT6 MkIII—Fully restored, in excellent condition, California
car. 38K miles, full original drivetrain, nor rust, not dents, very
nice paint and new tires all around. Original owners manual
included along with the California blue plates. In Kansas City,
$14,900, call (816)365-6010 (Craigslist) (1403)
72 TR6—Always garaged for 42
years, fresh rebuild on engine,
new paint on rust free body,
needs finishing but have most
new parts including re-chromed
bumpers and luggage rack, new
top. Runs and drives great, over
$20K invested, asking $10K as
is or give us a budget and we’ll
finish it for you. Waiting on the
title through declaratory judgment. Call Chris, Belleville (314)
359-9600 (Craigslist) (1401)
72 Spitfire MkIV—Runs good, car rebuilt, new brakes, lights, odometer reads
70,000 but not certain how accurate. Car
has no rust and very good paint, will
need some minor work and cleaning.
$3400 OBO, Carbondale (618)549-1017
(Craigslist) (1401).
74 TR6—New Year’s resolution
is to own fewer projects! Pimento red, $4500 OBO. Contact Creig Houghtaling (314)401
-7817 (1401).
74 TR6—Rebuilt engine, transmission, rear end, brakes; engine, transmission, rear end; body repainted, no bondo or filler
found, installed Miata seats (have originals, in pretty good
shape), removed, cleaned and refurbished all electrical
switches and contacts. Have complete A/C, was working when
removed in 2010 plus other parts and spares. About 5K on
rebuild, see VTR listing for details. $14,500 OBO, Karl Christopher
(573)875-4321
cell
(573)239-7753
or
k.christo.h.c.@gmail.com, Columbia, MO (VTR Classifieds)
(1401)
77 Spitfire 1500—New paint job, runs, convertible, willing to
trade. $1600, in Mt Vernon, IL (Craigslist No. 4352538607)
(1403)
79 Spitfire 1500, The Legendary
FrankenSpit—A
smorgasbord of all the right
stuff: 13x 5.5 TR8 alloy
wheels, upgraded wheel
studs, killer brakes, drilled &

slotted rotors, uprated springs front & rear, poly bushings
throughout. 3.63 / 1 final drive gear (Europe spec). A 1979
rubber bumper car converted back to classic chrome bumpers.
Clean MK4 license plate lamp treatment, chrome rear trailing
arms. Old school (hard to find) luggage rack, 1978 vintage
steering wheel, and new convertible top. Good tires, new
155/80 spare, also includes new un mounted match to
the175/70's. 1500cc motor; header, electric fan, recently overhauled dual SU carbs. Awesome exhaust note- guaranteed
two thumbs up from every 13 year old kid on the sidewalk.
Mechanically sound, I love this car, I just don't drive it. Over
$6,000 invested- $4,000 firm. Relevant aircraft roundels and
patina – no extra charge. Call Craig, (636)248-7466.
80 TR7 Spider—Not concours
but show worthy, turn-key driver
that needs nothing as most
every component has been serviced and functions properly.
Super value at $4750, call Frank (708)287-8507 or
fctr6@hotmail.com, Elmwood Park (W Chicago), IL (VTR Classifieds) (1401)
80
TR8
Race
Car—
Supercharged engine, T10
transmission with posi rear end.
Trailer, extra wheels, top, parts.
$11,900. Also have an ’80 TR8
fitted with a 5-liter engine, four
Weber DCOEs, also $11,900.
Bob Dougherty, Elburn, IL (west
o f
C h i c a g o ) ,
mscso1@sbcglobal.net (VTR Classifieds) (1402)
Wanted—I’m looking for a TR4 or TR250, contact Jim at (314)
368-7288 or jdooley46@sbcglobal.net. (1401)
Wanted—GT6 gearbox; one that requires rebuilding is okay.
Call John (314)821-4154.
For Sale—Five GT6 parts cars, one TR6 parts car. Call Ron
Theel for information (636)931-6058, Festus, MO (1401)
For Sale—TR6 motor, 1976, less intake & carbs, reasonable
offer. Call Craig at (636)248-7466 (1401)
For Sale—Wide variety of TR3/4 used OEM parts, primarily
from the competition of my TR3B in 1968. Includes cylinder
head; gas tank; piston sets (83 and 86mm); 3.7:1 ring and pinion and differential carrier; four 5” steel rims with Goodyear
Sports Car Specials and tubes, mounted; wiper motor; oil
pumps; radiator core; starter; gauges; rear shock set; plus
much more. Call/email for the entire four-page lists, specifics,
questions. Larry Brown (618)971 -0056 or larryb1703@hotmail.com (1312)
For Sale—For Sale Misc. TR parts: Lucas Generator Part
number 22715K-12V for a Spitfire or TR4? $200. Pair of 10”
brake drums recently turned $170. Rebuilt 10” brake pads,
$125 for 4 EA., new 9” Brake pads, $200 for 4 EA.. New rear
break cylinders and springs, $75 for both sides. The rear
drums and brake parts are for TR 2 or 3 up to 1956. Also have
several transmission parts; the transmission casing number is
TS 24135. If interested please call Dave Wanhatalo @ (636)
244-2812 or e-mail @ kdwanh@gmail.com (1403)
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Next Meeting:
Tuesday, 18 March

1024 Schnuck’s Woodsmill Plaza
(314)644-3700
You know the drill: arrive around 5:30 or
thereabouts, consume mass quantities, solve
the globe’s pressing issues in a casual but
effective fashion and somewhere along the
line conduct a business meeting

And Finally...
Remember: SLTOA
elections will take place at
March’s meeting.
Rest assured, our highly
capable precinct staff will
be standing by to assist you
with your ballot!
Goodwood Revival 2013. Photo by Tim Scott/Sports Car Digest
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