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Calendar 

 

12 Feb 17—Annual Gateway Healey Association Valen-

tine’s Dinner/Party, at the Trailhead Brewery, 921 Riv-

erside Dr, at 6:30 PM.  Please RSVP to Marilyn Salini at 

10 Feb 17—Sir John Black Birthday 
Drive. Promoted by the Triumph Travelers 
Club of the San Francisco Bay Area; get your 
Triumph out for a drive, take a photo and 
send the photo to Rey Livingston 
(ryel@mac.com) with a short description of 
the car and location.   

19 Feb 17—SLTOA 35
th

 Anniversary Polar Bear 
Run.  Traditional start to the driving season, all-weather 
(within reason…usually…), tops down.  See page 3.  

21 Mar 17—SLTOA monthly meeting.  

15 Apr 17—Gateway Healey Association Annual pre-Forest 

Park Wash-Up/Tune-Up, at Keith Bester’s Garage, 
115 N Sappington Rd, Kirkwood (314)821-2372.  10 AM 
until ?, please bring a dish to share.   

16 Apr 17—MG-Triumph Challenge VIII, in association 

with HCCMO’s Forest Park Easter Concours, in the 
upper Muny parking lot, Forest Park.  Annual competition 
with the MG Club of St Louis for the British Leyland Par-
ticipation Trophy, details to follow.   

27-30 Apr 17—VTR South Central Regional, New 
Braunfels, TX, hosted by the South Texas Triumph Asso-
ciation of San Antonio.  The Holiday Inn Express, 1437 N 
Business Rt 35 will serve as the host hotel.  Info at 
https://sotxtriumphassn.wordpress.com/2016/06/19/first-
blog-post/.   

14 May 17—SLTOA 35
th

 Anniversary Soirée.  See 
page 3.   

16-18 Jun 17—15
th

 Kastner Cup, Blackhawk Farms 
Raceway, South Beloit, IL.  In association with VSCDA’s 
Blackhawk Classic, host hotel is the Hampton Inn-Beloit, 
2700 Cranston Rd, Beloit, WI (608)362-6000..  Details to 
follow, in the meantime monitor www.kaskastner.com/
kastnercup.html/ or email kastnercup2017@comcast.net. 
On Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/2017-Kastner
-Cup-412465015590721.  Be advised, JAGSL’s Phil 
Taxman will be racing his E-Type coupe; the Jags are 
planning their own caravan north for the event.   

21-24 Jun 17—Triumph Register of America Nation-
al Meet, Columbus, IN.  The Hilton Garden Inn near 
Edinburgh, IN, will serve as the host hotel and location of 
the TRA Auction and Awards Banquet, events include a 
tour of the Indianapolis 500 Speedway Museum.  Addi-
tional info at http://triumphregister.com/tra-national-meet/, 
email tonda@macysgarage.com.  

16-20 Aug 17—VTR 2017, Princeton, NJ, “Every Battle 
Has a Triumph.”  Hosted by the New Jersey Triumph 
Association and Delaware Valley Triumphs.  See pages 
14-17.  

21-24 Sept 17—Triumphest 2017, Flagstaff, Arizona, at 
the Little America.  Hosted by Desert Centre TRA, plan-
ning underway, info at www.triumphest.com.  

msalini73@gmail.com, or text to (314)227-1778…and 

remember to wear red! 

12 Feb 17—37
th

 St Louis Metro Area Automotive 
Swap Meet, Belle-Clair Fairgrounds, 200 S Belt East, 
Belleville, 6 AM-1:30 PM.  For info call (217)491-8822 or 
check the Facebook page at The Big Belleville Swap 
Meet.  

20 Feb 17—MG Club of St Louis Tech Session No. 2, at 
Hi-Tech Collision Repair, 2618 Woodson Rd, Overland; 
the topic is carburetors.  7 PM to 9 PM.   

23 Feb 17—MGCStL RUBCO, at Denny’s, 11266 Midland 
Ave, 9:30 AM.  Please RSVP to uca67mga@aol.com.  

25 Feb 17—JAGSL Coffee, Coffee & Cars, at JustJags 
LLC, 7113 N Hanley Rd, Hazelwood, 8:30 AM.   

25 Feb 17—Gateway Cars & Coffee, at Gateway Classic 
Cars, 1237 Central Park Dr, O’Fallon, IL, 9 AM-12 noon, 
pastries and coffee provided by Dunkin’ Donuts.  For infor-
mation call (618)589-9952 or call up 
www.gatewayclassicars.com.  

18 Mar 17—JAGSL Coffee, Coffee & Cars, at JustJags 
LLC, 7113 N Hanley Rd, Hazelwood, 8:30 AM.   

19 Mar 17—Annual MG Club of St Louis Pinewood Derby, 
2 PM at Llywelyn’s Pub, 17 W Moody, Webster Groves.  
Prizes to the top three finishers in the each race, for the 
best looking entry and the entry which needs the most 
work.   Cars must meet Cub Scout Pinewood Derby rules.  
Monitor www.stlouismgclub.com/.  

19 Mar 17—21
st

 Annual All British Car Swap Meet & 
Autojumble, hosted by the Chicagoland MG Club, 8 AM-
2 PM.  At the DuPage County Fairgrounds, 2015 Man-
chester Rd, Wheaton.  Info at 
www.chicagolandmgclub.com/swapmeet/.  

20 Mar 17—MG Club of St Louis Tech Session No. 3, at 
All British Car Repair, 2618 Woodson Rd, Overland; topic 
TBD.  7 PM to 9 PM.   

25 Mar 17—27
th

 Annual New Orleans British Car Day, 
hosted by the British Motoring Club New Orleans.  At Del-
gado Community College, City Park campus, 615 City 
Park Ave.  For info call up www.hmcno.org or call Ronnie 
Palmisano (504)319-8506.  

31 Mar-2 Apr 17—10
th

 Annual Mike Stephens Classic 
Races, with a pre-war feature for pre-1945 cars, including 
Morgan 4/4s.  Sponsored by Corinthian Vintage Auto Rac-
ing, Hallett Motor Racing Circuit, Hallett, OK. Info at 
www.corinthianvintagerace.com.  

9 Apr 17—First BSCC Autocross of the season.  Family 
Arena, show around 9:30 AM, six runs for $35.  Contact 
Racer Steve at sshab@yahoo.com for info or to get on the 
emailing list.   

15 Apr 17—Cars & Coffee returns!  The original and still 

the best; Westport Plaza off I-270, 8-10:30 AM.   

17 Apr 17—MG Club of St Louis Tech Session No. 4, at 
All British Car Repair, 2618 Woodson Rd, Overland; topic 
TBD.  7 PM to 9 PM.   



 

3 

Sunday, 19 February 2017  

Meet at 11 AM at West County Mall (I-64/US 40 and Clarkson), southeast side in front of Sears.  
Cars should roll around 11:30 

Attire with the original Polar Bear Run logo available now, call up www.sltoa.org.  You can also 
check the web page for route details and info on The Big Chief.  See you at the Bear!  

Time to challenge 
The Bear Again! 

 
   Rallymaster Chris Puricelli has 
come up with a great route for this 
year’s excursion: a drive starting in 
west St Louis County, over scenic 
roads through the Kiefer Creek Valley 
prior to a lunch stop at the historic Big 
Chief Roadhouse on Route 66 in 
Wildwood.   

   Afterwards, we’ll head to White 
Horse Creek Road for the return to 
Chesterfield Mall.  

   Open to all LBCs and special inter-
est vehicles 
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Meeting Notes—17 January 2017 

   We started the year with our first meet-
ing taking place in a new venue, the 
Olympia Kebob House and   Tavern, 
specializing in Greek food.  The food was 
delicious and the service was excellent, 
thanks to George Nicholas, our host, 
owner and club member.    

   Chris and Karen Puricelli, his event co-
chair, have put together an awesome 
drive for the Polar Bear Run this year, so 
don’t miss it on Sunday, February 19th 
and don’t forget to order your Polar Bear 
apparel, available at the SLTOA Web-
site.  Unfortunately, I will be unable to 
attend this year’s Polar Bear Run as I 
had an offer that I just couldn’t refuse, a 
week of golf in sunny San Diego. I t was 
a difficult decision, and after a nanosec-
ond of thought and a look at the ther-
mometer the decision was made to go. 
So while I’m gone, have a great time, 
have fun and stay warm. 

   We are currently working on a spring 
run out of town, and with a possible over-
night stay to a country working farm. I’ll 
try to have additional information in the 
March issue of our newsletter. 

   I am looking for a new Chairperson for 
concession stand at this year’s All British 
Car and Cycle Show, in September.  I 
have chaired this event for the past two 
years and co-chaired the year before 
that.  I will assist anyone who offers to 
take on this event, so don’t feel like 
you’re going to have to do this on your 
own.  We have a great group that volun-
teers to work at the concession stand 
each year, which makes everything work. 

   It’s about time to begin polishing up 
your cars and get them ready for the 
Annual Forest Park Easter Concours on, 
April 17th. We again have the challenge 
of showing up with more cars than the 
MG Club and hopefully capture the cov-
eted trophy, this year.  If we don’t win, 
we still can be proud of the effort we 
made and then demand a recount. 

   - SFM  

 

By Steve Moore 

My Thoughts 

   The first meeting of the Gateway City’s Triumph Faithful & 
True Believers for 2017 took place at a new locale, the Olym-
pia Kebob House & Taverna (Ολυμπία Kebob Σπίτι & 
Ταβέρνα ) on McCausland.  Somehow we managed to cram 
33 members and visitors into the meeting room for great food 
and conversation, a testimony to Olympia owner (and new 
SLTOA member) George Nicholas and his staff. And yes, 
libation was available, including that legendary national drink 
of Greece, ouzo (ouzo being the Greek word for “wrath of 
grapes”) and Alfa Greek lager (sad to say, the other Hellenic 

beer, Fix, wasn’t available…yr fthfl ed has fond [?] memories of liberty call in Athens 
and the consumption of mass quantities of Fix back in August 1980...at least, he 
thinks he remembers liberty call in Athens).   

    The usual pre-meeting calculated chaos took place, much of it driven (no pun in-
tended) by eager anticipation of SLTOA’s upcoming Polar Bear Run, plus the re-
sumption of Cars & Coffee and the BSCC Autocross Series in three months.  The 
conversation level only declined somewhat when the food and our old friend Max 
showed up, as in max gyros, max souvlaki, max dolmedes, max babaganous, max 
tzatziki and that always popular favorite, taramosalata (look it up…).   

   Πρόεδρος Steve managed to gain enough control of the proceedings to start the 
meeting, at 7:05 PM; Veep Stephen introduced George to the crowd and then se-
gued into the announcement of the availability of apparel bearing the original Polar 
Bear Run logo from 1983.  He stated he’d place ordering information on the club web 
page and anyone who buys a shirt or shirts/sweats prior to 10 February will receive 
same at the Polar Bear Run.  

   Speaking of, Chris and Karen Puricelli announced they had a route and had done 
a test run.  El Presidente Maximo Esteban beat the allegorical drum, strongly advis-
ing all members to get their cars ready and make a point of participating in the drive 
and post-event meal/meeting.  He also advised unfortunately, he wouldn’t make this 
year’s Polar Bear due to pressing business in San Diego, CA (the word “golf” made 
the rounds).  On the plus side, Vice President SLP announced Chilly the Polar Bear 
would in fact make an appearance at the drive and post-drive events.  

   Yr Fthfl Ed briefly took the floor to announce the receipt of a thank-you letter from 
the CEO of the Military Order of the Purple Heart Service Foundation for the sizable 
Veteran’s Drive donation by the club and participants.  He then made up for the 
handing out of cardboard reasonable facsimiles of awards during the Christmas Par-
ty by delivering the real, no-kidding award plaques to Adrian Paur, Autocross Rookie 
of the Year; John Moore, Best Exhaust Notes Cover 2015, and Andy Ackerman, 
Best Exhaust Notes Cover 2016.  

   Speaking of Andrew, 
he followed with the 
treasurer’s report (yes, 
the club’s still solvent, 
to the tune of 
$2007.87; all major 
bills are paid, including 
those for the Christmas 
party at MAC-
West).   A review of 
dues renewals showed 
28 paid-up mem-
bers,  with several 
more renewing during 
the meeting.   For 
those who haven’t re-upped with the club, “Παρακαλούμε να πληρώσει τα τέλη 
σας” (yes, it’s Greek and yes, it means “pay your dues!”).   

    Dave Massey received the call to discuss national Triumph events.  He led off with 
commentary on VTR ’17, scheduled for Princeton, New Jersey, 15-20 August.  The 
theme is “Every Battle Has a Triumph,” a reference to 3 January 1777 American 
Revolution fracas (for the record: G.W. Washington/Continental Army 1, Maj Gen 
Lord Cornwallis/British Army + Hessians, 0).   

(Continued on page 9) 
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Photo by John Moore 

 

Photos by John Moore 

SLTOA 35th: The First Polar Bear Run 

   In 2014 Exhaust 
Notes offered a se-
ries of articles – “The 
Truth Is Out There” – 
covering the origins 
of the St Louis Tri-
umph Owners Asso-
ciation.  The series 
relied on two primary 
sources: a veritable 
trove of old issues of 
the Notes provided by 
former presidents 
Craig Madsen and 
Jack Fansher, and 
communications with 
several of SLTOA’s 
early officers, includ-
ing club organizer 
and first president 
John Kelly.   

    We recapped the 
formation of the club 
– which followed the 
apparent late 1970s 
demise of the St 
Louis Chapter of the 

Triumph Sports Owners Association – last month, primarily 
through John’s recollections.  He noted the first meeting took 
place at the U City Library in February 1982 (35 years ago this 
month; hard to believe, eh?) and immediately started growing, 
in and around holding a regular series of drives.  They’ve taken 
different forms (and obviously, different routes) over the years 
but chances are when the current edition of SLTOA heads out 
for local and semi-distant highways, several of our predeces-
sors headed over the same highways and back roads.  Of 
course, their cars were a lot younger than our Triumphs, which 
range in age from around 35 to 60 years in age (come to think 
of it, most of our members probably range from around 35 to 
60 years in age, with a few outliers at either end of the scale).  

    Anyway, last month marked the 34th anniversary of the now 
longest-lasting SLTOA driving series: the Polar Bear Run.  
Once again, here are John’s comments on that first winter ex-
cursion:  

   I believe in January of 1983, we decided to test the 
interest for a January car tour to initiate the New Year. I 
believe we had four cars for that initial event.  I believe 
we met at Chesterfield Mall, removed our tops and pro-
ceeded to Highway T to a small passive solar cabin we 
built between Labadie and Washington, Missouri.  I 
believe those who attended had a good experience and 
felt the Polar Bear Run was an appropriate way to start 
each New Year. 

   The rest, as they say, is history; the annual season-opening 
Polar Bear remains a popular event, not just for Triumph own-
ers/drivers but also for our friends in the other St Louis LBC 
clubs.  Note the group started from the Chesterfield Mall, up on 
I-64/US 40 and Clarkson; as fate would have it, this year’s edi-
tion will start from the same location.  What route did they 
take?  The details have apparently disappeared into the fog of 
time (and advancing age), but to get from the mall to Missouri 
Highway T, a couple of options: west on Wild Horse Creek Rd 
around the back side of Babler State Park, then either MO 100 
to St Albans Rd/Hwy T, or perhaps down Ossenfort Rd to T 

(hmmm…someone write that down, could be a good route in 
the future).  The more direct alternative could’ve been Wild 
Horse Creek to MO 109 to MO 100 to St Albans.  

   Mike Lains – early Notes editor and the designer of the 
SLTOA logo – commented the weather played a major role in 
the scheduling event.  He added the drives constituted a learn-
ing experience, particularly for the newer members and/or 
those new to British sports cars with vinyl tops.  “Very early on,” 
Mike recalled, “People learned that you couldn’t put the top 
down when you got to the start point if was well below freezing.  
I can’t remember whose car gave it up, but the plastic rear win-
dow shattered.  If you want to Polar Bear, you need to drop the 
top in your heated garage before the event.”  

    I used to lead these things.  I remember one year, we 
started out on Highway T....thought it entertaining, we 
were all lined up alongside the side of the road, waiting 
for people to show up.  I had a pretty fast car back then 
(TR4); my brother was an SCCA racer and the car had 
an SCCA-spec engine.  I took off, was leading…and it 
seemed like after everyone else got rolling, everyone 
started pulling out to pass all of the cars in front of them.   

   The back-then Polar Bears tended to run in chilly and windy 
conditions.  However, as Mike noted, they had a lot of fun and 
“…people graciously hosted them.”   

   While the faces have changed to a certain, understandable 
extent within the club, the cars are the same: Triumphs, along 
with the odd Triumph Support Vehicle such as the Moore’s 
pack of BMWs, Vice President Stephen Paur’s Triumph-VW 
and former editor Mike Lains’ Alfa-Triumph (we have a photo of 
that car somewhere).  And yes, our participation in the major 
local events like the All British Car & Cycle Show and the For-
est Park Concours has remained constant over the past 35 
years.  However, it’s quite an achievement for the club to con-
tinue a specific driving tradition for 34 years and we should take 
pride in the accomplishment.   

   For our newer members who haven’t done the Polar Bear 
Run, get your car ready, dress warmly, put the top down and 
come on out.  As this is written, the weather guessers are call-
ing for partly cloudy with highs in the mid-40s; however, this is 
the Midwest. so there’s no telling what conditions we’ll actually 
face on the 19th.  But hey, be bold, be flexible, come out and 
join the now three-plus-decade procession of Coventry’s finest.  
We guarantee you’ll have a ball.    

January 1983, first Polar Bear and a pretty 
good lineup: TR6, TR4, TR3 and a TR7.  
Photo by John Kelly 

Check out those winter LBC top-down styles: Muff and John Kelly 
on the left, Steve Smith next to them, unidentified in the middle and 
Kara Lains on the right.  Photo by Mike Lains. 
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SLTOA’s on Facebook! 
www.facebook.com/home.php?
sk=group_134416339926824&ap=1 

Negative Camber        by the editor 

Cars & Coffee—11 Feb 17 

   The organizers of the St Louis Cars & Coffee gatherings looked at the weather forecast—PC and around 70%—and decided to 
schedule a early, pop-up event at The Place, a new warehouse/buy-a-garage facility out by Spirit of St Louis Airport.  Quite a mob 
of cars and people turned out; our thanks to Greg Rieman for getting the word out to the rest of the club Saturday morning.    

   A couple of 
items this 
month, start-
ing with an 
article by 
Daniel Strohl 
published on 
7 February 
(“Multiple 
states look to 
amend li-
cense plate 

laws for historic vehicles,” Hemmings Classic Car).  As the title 
indicates, various states are looking at changing license laws 
which will “…provide for greater freedom for displaying license 
plates on older vehicles.”  The states are New York, Montana, 
Vermont, Rhode Island, Illinois and Missouri. 

   In the Show-Me State, it’s Senate Bill 131, introduced on 4 
January, which will eliminate the requirement for both front and 
rear license plates with passenger vehicles (!); it will also re-
quire vehicle owners to return their front plates to the state. 
The bill is currently in committee.  In Illinois, the bill is SB53, 
introduced 11 January, which will authorize a single rear plate 
for “secondary vehicles,” ie, cars driven less than 5,000 miles 
a year.  The bill’s in the transportation committee for review.  

   The Specialty Equipment Market Association (SEMA) fully 
supports the efforts in the various state houses, stating the 
removal of the front license plate requirement “…protect(s) the 
aesthetic contours of certain historic vehicles and relieve(s) 
vehicle owners of the burden and expense of having to create 
mounting holes on some original bumpers.”  We’ll keep every-
one advised on the progress of both bills.  

   Second, back in July 2015 the Environmental Protection 
Agency issued proposed legislation which at face value regu-
lated emissions from heavy trucks.  However, the document 
also would’ve made illegal the conversion of street vehicles to 
race cars and banned certain emissions-related conversion 
parts (the article isn’t specific about the conversion parts ban 
and whether it applied to race cars or street cars).  SEMA initi-
ated its lobbying campaign against the proposed bill in August 
2015.   

    In April 2016, EPA dropped the modification language and 
issued the following:  

    EPA’s focus is not on vehicles built or used exclu-
sively for racing, but on companies that don’t play by 

the rules and that make and sell products that disable 
pollution controls on motor vehicles used on public 
roads.  These unlawful defeat devices pump dangerous 
and illegal pollution into the air we breathe. 

   The proposed language in the July 2015 proposal 
was never intended to represent any change in the law 
or in EPA’s policies or practices towards dedicated 
competition vehicles.  Since our attempt to clarify led to 
confusion, EPA has decided to eliminate the proposed 
language from the final rule. 

    However, doubts continued over the EPA’s long-term plans.  
Chris Kersting, SEMA president, used the following response:  

   The agency continues to assert new-found authority 
under the Clean Air Act to regulate modification of vehi-
cles for use in competition.  This means that those con-
verting and racing competition vehicles, and the parts 
and services industries that support them, do so under 
new EPA policy that considers the activity illegal. 

    Well, in January, Rep Patrick McHenry (R-NC) and Sen 
Richard Burr (R-NC) introduced the Recognizing the Protec-
tion of Motorsports (RPM) Acts in the House and the Senate.  
The bills, which match a 2016 attempt that didn’t proceed prior 
to the end of session, confirms:  

   …that it has always been Congress’ intent that race-
cars are not included in the Clean Air Act’s definition of 
“motor vehicle.”  The RPM Act makes clear that it has 
always been legal to modify a street vehicle into a race-
car used exclusively at the track, and confirms that 
modifying these vehicles for exclusive track use would 
not be considered tampering. 

   Again, we’ll keep you advised.  In the meantime, more detail 
on the EPA’s activities and the RPM Act is available at https://
www.sema.org/epa-news.   
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SLTOA Blog: News, commentary, opinion and sea-
soned immaturity.  www.sltoa.org/blog/ 

Quotable... 

    A couple of items concerning events along 
The Mother Road.  First, a few months back 
word came out courtesy of Hemmings Daily 
concerning a new Route 66 museum in Spring-
field, MO.  Owned by Guy Mace and located at 
1629-1631 W College Ave, the Route 66 Car 
Museum (www.66carmuseumcom) opened in 

mid-June; according to Mace, the facility answered the eternal 
question, “What on earth do I do with all these cars?” 

   The museum opened with 68 cars.  The collection – which 
Mace started putting together in 1990 – includes a 1933 Au-
burn 2, 1936 Cord 810, 1936 Horch Cabriolet, seven Jaguars 
(!) and the car Guy calls his personal favorite: a 1967 Austin-
Healey 3000 MkIII…AND, one of the George Barris’ Bat-
mobiles from the 1960s TV show along with a Zombie Protec-
tion Truck from the movie “Resident Evil. Triumphs?   From the 
photos available online, a TR3 at the very least, plus a couple 
of Morgans.   Also, the complex incorporates a gift shop.  Road 
trip down Route 66 anyone? 

    Second, on 12 January 2017, Hemmings Motor News ran 
an article concerning historic preservation efforts along the 
highway.  According to Hemmings’ Daniel Strohl, a bill’s mak-
ing its way through Congress that will coordinate and fund 
preservation activities in the eight states the historic highway 
passes through and also direct the Department of Transporta-
tion to develop a preservation master plan for Route 66.  

   Congressman Rodney Davis (R-IL) introduced H.R. 66, the 
Route 66 Centennial Commission Act, last week.  The bill, if 
passed, will effectively replace the National Park Service’s 
Route 66 Corridor Preservation Program, which went into ef-
fect in 2009 and is scheduled to expire in 2009.  The NPS pro-
gram provides about $100,000 annually to states along the 
route, based on the states’ willingness to provide matching 
funds.  The act will direct DoT to work with each of the states 
to come up with their own preservation plans within three years 
of the bill’s passage, preferably through the formation of indi-
vidual state centennial organizations.   

   The US highway system and US 66 date to 1926, when the 
Federal government, working with the states, assumed respon-
sibility for developing a logical (usually) system of numbered 
highways covering the country.  US 66 survived until 1985, 

primarily replaced by I-55 in Illinois, I-44 in Missouri, Kansas 
and Oklahoma, I-40 in Oklahoma, Texas, New Mexico, Arizona 
and California, and I-10 in California.  The highway started at 
Michigan Avenue and Adams Street on Lake Michigan in Chi-
cago and ended about 2450 miles away at Santa Monica 
Boulevard and Olympic Boulevard, hard by the Pacific. 

   According to Strohl, nearly 85% of the original roadway in its 
various alignments survives, although in most places the earli-
est 18-foot-wide concrete highway has been modified in one 
form or another.  He added the World Monuments Fund added 
US 66 to its “watch list” in 2008, commenting the highway’s “…
surviving businesses are struggling, and its roadside architec-
ture – a tapestry of 20th-century Americana – is deteriorating.  
Some places are threatened by development.  Others are fall-
ing to prey to vandals, decay, and abandonment.”  

    Obviously, with our perch here in the greater St Louis/Metro 
East region, a lot of local car clubs have taken opportunities to 
drive sections of the original US 66, including periodic club 
drives across the Chain of Rocks Bridge.  We’ll monitor the 
centennial developments.   

Get Your Kicks... 

Guy Mace and a few of his cars.  Photo: Springfield News-
Leader. 

A stretch of US 66 near Auburn, Illinois.  Photo: Jim Grey 

You can’t buy 
Happiness 

But You Can Buy Cars 
And That’s Kind of 
The Same Thing 

   - Unknown 
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Works in Progress 

   He still has a ways to go, but John DeLuca’s provided some new photos of his ‘65 TR4A showing the installation of the new top.   
From the left, first fit, warming blanket and the finished effort.   

   Next, Mike Poropat’s repairs/
rebuilding of his and Sonja’s 
1968 Morgan also continues.   
He says it’s proceeding in a  
“slow but steady” (nice Aero 
Commander model, BTW…). 

Military Order of the Purple Heart Service Foundation 
PO Box 49, Annandale, Virginia 22003 

 
   On behalf of the veterans we serve, thank you and the members of the St Louis Triumph Owners Association for your 
donation to the Military Order of the Military Order of the Purple Heart Service Foundation.   

    Your donation will help fund the services and programs we offer all veterans in need.  Programs such as the MOPH 
National Service Program, which operates a nationwide network, of 73 offices throughout the United States – including Alaska and Ha-
waii, and the territories of Puerto Rico and Guam.  Last year our National Service Officers resolved over 19,500 claims for veterans and 
their dependents obtaining over $300 million in VA benefits, submitted over 16,600 new claims, processed 245 appeals, appeared at 133 
hearings and made 2,550 outreach visits to Vet Centers, Hospitals, and MOPH Chapters.  These numbers do not reflect the contacts and 
visits made by MOPH volunteer Department and Chapter Service Officers.  To learn more about our organization, please visit our website 
at www.purplehartfoundation.org.  

    The MOPH Service Program also provides expert legal opinions and representation for veterans before the Board of Veterans Appeal 
(BVA) and the Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims (CAVC).  MOPH represents any veteran regardless of membership or affiliation.  
The NOPH does not accept any government funds, rather we rely on the generosity of donors such as you.  

   Thanks to people like you who share our concern for disabled veterans and their families, we will continue to make a difference in the 
lives of the American veterans we serve.   

Sincerely,  

William A. Wroolie 
Chairman of the Board 
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Admit It, You Want These Cars 

 

   But wait, there’s more!  For June’s Kastner Cup at Blackhawk Farms in far northern Illinois, Ed Kaizer will organize a contingent 
for a club drive, more to follow.  Andy followed with reminders on the annual MG Holiday Dinner (question from the floor: “Chinese 
New Year?”)(if anyone asks, it’s the Year of the Rooster) and the MG Club of St Louis Tech Session 2, scheduled for 20 February 
and covering carb rebuilds.  He stated all model carburetors were the subject of the session, with an SU serving as the demo re-
build.  At that point a fight almost broke out as the room split into carb factions (“SUs!” “No, Strombergs!”).   Fuel injection aficiona-
dos ate more baklava and watched the fun.  

    Once order was restored, the subject turned to the annual Easter Concours d’Elegance, ie, everyone needed to get their cars 
ready for the eighth round of the MG-Triumph Challenge.  More commentary and periodic outbursts followed; one individual point-
ed out the basic fact that the MG Club was larger than the Triumph club.  That lead someone to propose weighing the final score 
based on the size of each club’s membership.  That resulted in a comment from the floor, “Gee, just like the Canadian exchange 
rate” (Rsp from the floor: “Who you calling Loony?”).   

   After things settled down (again), Prez Steve repeated his request for someone to assume the duties of coordinator for the 
ABCCS food concession.  First Lady Maria then announced everyone who had ordered club shirts had received them, but they 
were still available through director order from Embroidery Plus.  The club will post a link to EP on the web page.   

    A couple of quick tech comments followed, courtesy of Karl Schmitt and John DeLuca (thanks!).  The president closed the pro-
ceedings with another round of applause for George and servers Jane and Greg, ending the meeting at 7:25.  And then, in the 
words of an illustrious prior editor of the Notes, “The whole thing fell apart.”   

Minutes (Continued from page 4) 

    And now a first: two cars, both courtesy of Bring A Trailer 
and both worthy of your consideration, although logistics in-
volved with the saloon/sedan could be a little involved.  

   First up, a 1962 Triumph TR4 vintage racer; according to the 
seller and BAT, it competed regularly in the SCCA’s Northeast 
Region from 1962 through 1986 and was rebuilt bout 11 years 
ago.  Updates included brakes, fuel, tires and safety systems 
along with the large fiberglass wheel flares and REALLY big 
wheels and tires.  The interior is stripped, has a new aluminum 
racing seat, safety harnesses and roll cage padding.  Accord-
ing to BAT,  

    The seller overheated the car during qualifying at 
the Jefferson 500 at Summit Point last Spring, its first 
event back on track in 30 years. Since then the seller 
disassembled the 2.2 liter inline-four, installed a fresh 
set of pistons and a new water pump. The engine has 
been run on a private road near the seller’s home, but it 
has not seen track or dyno time since the rebuild and 
will need tuning. As the seller is fairly new to racing, he 
opted for a stock head and cam to help keep the power 
levels manageable. The previous owner’s ported head 
and more aggressive Delong cam are included with the 

sale. The rear axle has custom wheel bearing carriers 
giving a fully floating rear axle. 

   Perfect for vintage racing or the BSCC autocross series, eh?  
The car sold mid-January for $10,250.  

   Not enough power?  How ‘bout the following: a 1967 Triumph 
Dolomite with a 3.5L Rover V8 installed; as BAT pointed out, it 
wasn’t a sprint, but it still has 16 valves… 

   The car has a TR8 rear end, four wheel disc brakes and the 
wrapped side exhaust.  Otherwise,  

   The interior’s original center console has been re-
placed with a carpeted trans hump, and the stubby fac-
tory shifter with a relatively tall lever fitted with what 
may be the largest boot in automotive history. What 
looks like a hole in the dash center is actually a recess 
for factory ventilation slider controls, while wood ve-
neers, steering wheel, seats, and door panels are all 
stock…Says the (roughly translated) seller: “The result 
is an inobtrusive four-seater sports car with outstanding 
driving dynamics, suspension, and always enough pow-
er.  In this form surely unique! 

   Location?  Baden-Württemberg, Germany.  As of 2 February, 
the seller wanted €38,000, about $41,000 US.   
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SLTOA Classifieds 

63 Spitfire 4—Body 
in fairly good condi-
tion with some rust 
on the floors, has ’65 
engine installed 
(original is available);   
engine rebuilt by pre-

vious owner but never started.  Have title and extra parts, in St 
Louis area, $600 or trade.  Call Rich (636)235-2778 (Craigslist) 
(1701).  

6? Herald—Bought as project car, became disabled, can’t 
finish.  In Forsyth (northeast of Branson), $700, cash only.  
Call or text Bob at (319)538-5450 (Craigslist) (1702) 

72 Stag—Original motor, 90% 
restored, always stored inside.  
Rust-free car, auto transmission, 
new steering rack, upgraded 
cooling system, many extra parts 
and over $30K in receipts.  At 
Lake of the Ozarks, $14,000, 
email TGW2H-
5870614805@sale.craigslist.org 
(Craigslist) (1612) 

73 Stag—Purchased new in 
1973, replaced the Triumph V8 
with a Buick V6 around 1977, 
includes hard top, always gar-
aged. Price dropped to $7550, in 
Springfield, MO, call (417)839-
4690 (VTR Classifieds)(1606) 

78 Spitfire—Newly rebuilt 
seats, new carpet, new tires.  
Engine has new rings and bear-
ings, also new Weber carb.  
Runs and drives great.  In Hig-

ginsville, $3850, call (660)232-3003 (Craigslist) (1701)  

 For Sale—Tonneau for TR4/TR4A, 
NOS, not used since its purchase in 
1980, heavy duty construction, 
ready to use.  $250, call Tom (314)
422-7149.   

For Sale—Triumph parts, includ-
ing 1961-1967 Herald LR quarter 
panel, NOS, genuine StanPart No. 

902318; NOS 1962-1967 Spitfire front bumper; NOS 1962-
1967 Spitfire hood, off-center nose, sticker on but unreadable; 
NOS 1963-1970 Spitfire RF fender, part No. 903089; NOS 
TR4 hood, part No. 903178; TR4 trunk lid, used; plus Karman 
Ghia, VW, Mercedes, Ford and Datsun parts.  Call Monti be-
tween 8:30-4:30 Eastern at (631)423-8151 or write to 1959 
New York Ave, Huntington, NY 11746 (1702) 

For Sale—Wide variety of TR3/4 used OEM parts, primarily 
from the completion of my TR3B in 1968. Call/email for the 
entire four page list, specifics and questions. Larry Brown 
(618)971-0056 or lar-ryb1703@hotmail.com (1312) 

For Sale—1500cc Spitfire 
motor, needs assembly. Flat-
top pistons (40 over), har-
monic balancer, crank and fly
-wheel balanced as a unit. 
Fly-wheel lightened. Includes 
new main and rod bearings, 
wrist pin bushings, front and 
rear oil seals and gasket set. 
Heavy duty valve springs and 
seats. Head machine work 

not completed (head is included), needs your connecting rods, 
exhaust and intake set-up. Block machine work is done, asking 
$500. Call Craig at (636)248-7466 (1501) 

Best of Craigslist   

80 TR8—Don Huber’s Wedge, low mileage, original car.  
Acquired by Don in February 2000, only 18,987 miles.  One of 
the finest if not the finest Wedges in the club; an identical TR8 
recently sold at the Barrett-Jackson auction in Flagstaff, Ari-
zona, for $15,400.  Let’s keep Don’s car local, $14,000 nego-
tiable.  For more info or to see the car, contact Creig Hough-
taling at (314)401-7817 or email creig55@live.com (1702) 

   Tired of being just a face in the crowd in local drives—
including Polar Bear?  Well, here you go: style, comfort and 
nearly three tons of road-hugging weight.   
 

 

76 Buick LeSabre—extended front and rear, running 
boards,sunvisor,contnental kit,teeth,spinner hubcaps,dual an-
tennas,fender skirts,350 engine,automatic,ac car,runs/drives 
good,clean Missouri title,asking $4500/possible trades,cell- 417
-459-7475   $4500, in Kennett.   
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Next Meeting:  

Sunday,  

19 February 2017 

The Big Chief 

Roadhouse 

17352 Manchester Rd 
Glencoe 63038 
(636)458-3200 

 

Post-Polar Bear: warm up, 
grab some good eats with 

good company and at some 
point we’ll have attempt a 

brief meeting... 

And Finally... 

   Who knows, maybe 
this year we’ll finally 
see a Land Rover on 
the Polar Bear Run... 


