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SLTOA Expeditionary Force deploys!
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Calendar
13 Jul 17—ROG (Ret’d Old Guys) Din- 16 Jul 17—Jaguar Association of Greater St Louis
ner Drive, to Trattoria Giuseppe, Otto, MO.
Birthday Party, at the Fox Run Golf Club, 1 Putt Lane,
Meet at the Walgreen’s parking lot at Tesson
Ferry Rd and Kennerly Rd in South County,
6:30 PM for a 7 PM departure.

18 Jul 17—SLTOA Monthly Meeting/
Annual Sweatfest. Yes, it’s that time

again, the annual gathering of the TR faithful in John
Lamberg's back yard, 14148 Cross Trails Rd, Chesterfield. Show after 5:30 PM or thereabouts, the club will
provide the main course, please bring a side dish or desert and your preferred libation. Don’t forget to park in
John’s back yard...

15 Aug 17—Monthly SLTOA Meeting, Culpepper’s, St

Eureka. Monitor www.jagstl.com and the online Growl.

29 Jul 17—MG Club of St Louis Cruise to Eckert’s Restaurant. Meet at the Walmart parking lot, 3270 Telegraph Rd

near I-255 and Telegraph, 5:30 PM. Will leave by 6 PM for
a scenic drive, winding up at Eckert’s Belleville Country
Store and Farms, 951 S Green Mount, for food and live music in an outdoor setting.

30 Jul 17—St Louis Region SCCA Autocross No. 5, Gateway Motorsports Park. Info at www.stlsolo.org.

4 Aug 17—Memories Car Club Monthly Cruise —aka
“The Zoo” - at Faith Church, 13001 Gravois Rd, Sunset Hills,
4-9:30 PM. Held the first Friday of each month through October for cars 1979 and older. Please bring a canned good
item for the church’s food pantry.

Charles.

16-20 Aug 17—VTR 2017, Princeton, NJ, “Every Battle

Has a Triumph.” Hosted by the New Jersey Triumph Association and Delaware Valley Triumphs, convention
headquarters at the Weston Princeton at Forrestal Village, 201 Village Blvd, Princeton. Info at vtr2017.org/
about or email info@vtr2017.org.

27 Aug 17—SLTOA Poker Run, details to be announced.
21-24 Sept 17—Triumphest 2017, Flagstaff, Arizona, at

the Little America. Hosted by Desert Centre TRA, planning underway, info at www.triumphest.com or contact Bo
Shaw (760)977-6612.

4 Aug 17—Friday Nights at the Sonic, 1002 S Kirkwood

(Kirkwood and Big Bend), every Friday from 14 April through
29 September. Sponsored by the “Stang Gang, 5-9 PM,
manager’s choice award every show. All makes/years/
models welcome!

6 Aug 17—BSCC Autocross No. 5. Family Arena, show
around 9:30 AM, six runs for $35. Contact Racer Steve at
sshab@yahoo.com for info or to get on the emailing list.

6 Aug 17—7th Annual Jerseyville DARE Car, Truck &
Motorcycle Show. Register between 9 and 11:30 AM,
awards at 3:30 PM, $20 for judging, $10 for display, dash
plaques for the first 100 cars. Hosted by the Jersey County
Street Machine Association, at Jersey Community High
School, 801 N State St, Jerseyville.

23 Sept 17—36th Annual St Louis All British Car &
Cycle Show, Creve Coeur Lake Park. SLTOA has the
food concession, sign-ups at the July meeting.

5 Nov 17—5th Annual Veterans Day Drive. Starting
point is the McDonald’s in Columbia, IL 3, proceeds will
go to a veteran’s support organization. Details to follow.

12 Aug 17—Arnold Historical Society Car Show, at the
Arnold City Park, near the Meramec. 9 AM-3 PM, $20, registration until noon, top 24 cars received trophies, awards at
3 PM. Food/soda/water available, 50/50 raffle, proceeds
benefit the Historical Society. For info call (636)375-1106 or
call up www.arnoldhistorical.org.

1 Dec 17—Annual SLTOA Christmas Party, at the Missouri Athletic Club-West, details to follow.

10 Feb 18—International Drive Your Triumph Day, in
honor of Sir John Black’s birthday.

19-22 Apr 18—South Central VTR Regional, celebrat-

ing 50 years of the TR250 at the La Torretta Resort &
Spa, Lake Conroe, TX (north of Houston). Hosted by the
Texas
Triumph
Register,
monitor
www.texastriumphregister.com.

19 Aug 17—Cars & Coffee-Westport, at Westport Plaza off
I-270, 8-11 AM. Info at http://carsandcoffeestl.org.

19 Aug 17—St Louis Region SCCA Scenic Byways Divisional Rally. Roughly 100 mile drive through Missouri’s
Rhineland between O’Fallon and Hermann. Registration 11
AM-noon at the Denny’s, 1140 Technology Dr, O’Fallon, MO
(I64 and MO Hwy K), first team out at 1:01 PM, finish about
5 PM, awards at 6 PM. Fee is $70 for Saturday and Sunday’ s rallies, or $40 or single event. Registration open at
https://www.motorsportreg.com.

14 Jul 17—Scott AFB Centennial Car Show , celebrat-

ing 100 years of Scott AFB, 2-6 PM. At the Scott Event
Center, just inside the Shiloh Gate on Seibert Rd east of
IL 158/Air Mobility Drive (I-64 Exit 19). All cars welcome, 20 Aug 17—Gateway Motocross Association events 3 &
call Scott Jenkins, Scott Arts & Crafts Center (618)2564,
Gateway
Motorsports
Park,
info
at
4230 for information and to register.
www.gatewayautox.com.

15 Jul 17—Cars & Coffee-Westport, at Westport Plaza 20 Aug 17—St Louis Region SCCA Wilderness Trail Divioff I-270, 8-11 AM. Info at http://carsandcoffeestl.org.
sional Rally. Roughly 100 mile drive through Missouri’s
Rhineland between O’Fallon and Hermann. Registration 8-9
15 Jul 17—Cruise-In for St Jude's, hosted by the
AM the Denny’s, 1140 Technology Dr, O’Fallon, MO (I64
and MO Hwy K), first team out at 9:31 AM, finish about 1:30
PM, awards at 2:30 PM. Fee is $70 for Saturday and Sunday’ s rallies, or $40 or single event. Registration open at
https://www.motorsportreg.com.

Kaskaskia Valley Corvette Club. At Gateway Classic
Cars, O’Fallon, noon to 4 PM. $10 donation to enter, basket raffle, proceeds benefit St Jude’s Children’s Research
Hospital.
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20 Aug 17—26th Annual Edwardsville DARE Car
Show, hosted by the Piston Pushers Car Club, proceeds

Westport Plaza, 9 AM-4 PM rain or shine, sponsored by
First Capitol Classics. Registration $20, first 150 receive
dash plaque, all proceeds go to the National Children’s
Cancer Society.

benefit the DARE program. At Edwardsville High School,
6161 Center Grove and IL 175, registration 8:30 AM to 1
PM, $15 or $10 for display only, pre-register at http://
edwardsvilledare.com. Fifty-one classes, dash plaques
for the first 350 cars, entertainment, music and food, prizes.

16 Sept 17—Cars & Coffee-Westport, at Westport Plaza
off I-270, 8-11 AM. Info at http://carsandcoffeestl.org.

16 Sept 17—16th Annual Brits in the Ozarks all-British
car and cycle show, benefitting the ALS Association of
Northwest Arkansas, hosted by the British Iron Touring
Club of Northwest Arkansas. Show runs from 10 AM to 2
PM at Agri Park, University of Arkansas campus, Fayetteville. Info at www.britishironwa.org/show17.html.

24 Aug 17—3rd Annual V8TV Drive-In Cruise at the
Skyview D/I, 5700 N Belt West, Belleville, gates open at 6
PM. Come out and see “American Graffiti;” portions of
proceeds will benefit the Air Force Aid Society.

26 Aug 17—JAGSL Do-Nuthing But Show-Up Picnic.

16 Sept 17—Rods on the River, at the Polestar Marina,

At Pere Marquette State Park, will drive before the picnic
meeting at noon. Watch for details in the August Growl or
call Allan Ellis at (314)229-9610 for more information.

27 Aug 17—St Louis Region SCCA Autocross No. 6,

6171 Hwy V, north St Charles County. Registration 8 AMnoon, $20 per car, awards at 3 PM. No classes, top 90
cars receive trophies, all cars get a dash plaque, proceeds
benefit the Children’s Hospital of St Louis.

Sunday,
19 February 2017
3 Sept 17—Heartland All British Meet, should take place

17 Sept 17—39th Annual Horseless Carriage Club of
Missouri Swap Meet & Car Show , at Hollywood Ca-

Family Arena, St Charles. Info at www.stlsolo.org.

in Shawnee Mission/Merrian, KS. In the meantime, monitor the web page at http://heartlandallbritish.com.

sino, 777 Casino Drive, Maryland Heights. Call up details
and registration information at www.hccmo.com.

3 Sept 17—SLICK Car Show, hosted by the St Louis Inde-

23 Sept 17—Pet Project: Pet-Named Cars (Jaguars,

pendent Car Klub and the Harvester Lions Club, at 4835
Central School Rd, St Charles. Registration 8 AM-noon,
$20 per car, multiple classes, raffle, 50/50, music, awards
at 3 PM. All proceeds go to Backstoppers, in support of
police and firemen and their families.

Beetles, Vipers, Mustangs and more). Space limited, $30
entry fee, Top Dog Awards given. At the Museum of
Transportation, 2933 Barrett Station Rd, for application
email tma.julie@gmail.com.

24 Sept 17—St Louis Region SCCA Autocross No. 7,

10 Sept 17—BSCC Autocross No. 6. Family Arena,

Family Arena, St Charles. Info at www.stlsolo.org.

show around 9:30 AM, six runs for $35. Contact Racer
Steve at sshab@yahoo.com for info or to get on the emailing list.

SLTOA Blog:

10 Sept 17—21st Annual Walter F. Phillips Memorial
Old Cars Against Cancer Wheels in Motion Day,

News, commentary, opinion and seasoned immaturity. www.sltoa.org/blog/

SLTOA Poker Run
27 August 2017

Save the date!
Creve Coeur Lake Park
This year’s featured marque/model:
Spridgets
Hosted by the MG Club of St Louis,
concessions operated by the St Louis
Triumph Owners Association

www.allbritishcarshow.com

Best in the Midwest
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Triumph Thoughts

By Steve Moore
The month of June was certainly one of
the busiest months for the SLTOA membership
The 10th was the Boeing sports car club
second autocross at the St. Charles arena,
where The Slow Rollers showed up in
force, with Daniel Guenther and his new
formula “V” car as the only open wheel car
running.
The next day, the 11th, five of us drove
our cars to Desoto to attend Ron Theel’s
family and friends in a memorial gathering
to honor Ron’s life. We appreciated Ron’s
brother Jim and his sister Diane, in allowing us to attend the small gathering as representatives of Ron’s SLTOA family.
On Thursday, the 15th a contingent of
SLTOA members, Ed Kaiser, Creig Houghtaling, Jim Dooley, Mark Morgan and myself, made the drive to Blackhawk Farms
Raceway, in South Beloit, IL, for the Kastner Cup Races. Three of us met up in
Granite City, with our TR-6s, for the drive
to Wisconsin along old Route 66, per Ed’s
suggestion, and after eight and a half hours
we arrived in Beloit, WI at our hotel dead
tired and hungry.
Friday morning, we met up with Jim
Dooley, who had trailered his racing TR6,
with the intentions of racing which unfortunately didn’t work out for him. That even-

Meeting Notes—18 April 2017
The July congregational of the 1st Triumph Faithful of St Louis took place at the
Lazy River Grill – which has quickly become one of our favorite locales – and featured a typically good turnout of 28 members, including a couple of recent converts.
As per usual, vice-president Stephen Paur arrived directly from work, in coat and tie,
leading one member to comment he looked like he was getting ready to preach. In
reply, SLP promised a barn-burner of a sermon.
Otherwise, the usual small talk in advance of the much-less-than-formal proceedings. Ing. Karl Schmitt was in rare form, harassing our server Doris (“I want my fries
well done”) in and around demanding someone turn up the volume on the CardsPhillies game. Another member pointed out the presence of our favorite VC fish,
Basa, on the menu.
The Two Steves Production™ commenced at 7:04 PM with the announcement of
new members: David Bentley, James Nowicke, Bob and Jeanne Rhoades and
Duane Schmidt. Duane, owner of a 1980 TR7 DHC, was in attendance, commented
he was getting the car back on the road and added “I’ve had it around the
block” (response from the floor: “Did it stop?”).
Veep Stephen provided a recap of May’s 35th anniversary drive and party, with
thanks to all who assisted and participated in the planning and execution (in response, BIG thanks to Stephen and Ronnie for setting up the party). BTW, Rosemarie Lowe won the “Pin the Wheel on the TR” contest; Stephen announced the
game was available for rental at future events. El President por Vida Steve and yr
fthfl ed followed with commentary on the previous weekend’s excursion by five
members to Blackhawk Farms and the Kastner Cup festivities, great fun all around
with nary a breakdown. The club managed to get four Triumphs/six members up to
South Beloit for the proceedings. Steve also talked at some length about the club’s
attendance of Ron Theel’s memorial service in DeSoto.
Next, a discussion of upcoming regional events including the planned overnighter
to Hannibal, two SCCA rallies, a number of car shows and of course the Boeing
Sports Car Club autocrosses (SLTOA continues to have the largest club presence at
the events, consistently turning out five to seven members).
During the presentation President Emeritus Dave Massey and Linda arrived for
dinner. When they walked in the door the crowd roared “Mr President!” Dave, assuming he’d been elected in absentia once again, immediately turned around to
depart but we managed to coax him back into the meeting.
Andy provided the treasurer’s report: $3210.60 in the bank. The only expenses
were payments for portions of the 35th Anniversary party and the newsletters.
Concerning works in progress, John Lamberg said his Spit6 recently started to
stutter with a slight miss; he did a tune-up, it got worse, did some additional, more
substantial work...and now he’s looking at replacing the head gasket, again
(something about not torqueing down the head adequately the first time around). He

In Memoriam

(Continued on page 22)

Eric Broadley, MBE

28 Sept 28-28 May 17

Founder/chief designer
Lola Cars

John’s incredible TR4A next to Andy’s TR6. Photo by Andy Ackerman
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Blackhawk Farms/Kastner Cup—16 -18 June 2017
Yeah, it’s summer – or at the least, summer’s piling on with
requisite heat, humidity and prowling thunderstorms. But,
when you observe a track full of howling/growling/barking Triumphs battling for first through the apex, you tend to ignore
the climate conditions and embrace the moment.

cluding car
clubs regularly
take
advantage of
Blackhawk,
which is only
about
90
miles
from
both Chicago
and
Madison.

It’s not often that SLTOA mounts a multi-member/vehicle,
out-of-area expedition. However, when word arrived of the
scheduling of this year’s edition of the Kastner Cup for Blackhawk Farms Raceway in South Beloit, Illinois (hard by the
Wisconsin-Illinois border), planning immediately started. The
end result: six members, four Triumph TR6s and one Brand X
made the trip.

As for the
Kastner
Arrival at the main gate into the infield (left). And
Cup, it is of
yes, the sign indicates “Cross Traffic Does Not
course
Stop”
named for
the legendary R.W. “Kas” Kastner, who started racing in the late 1950s in
a 1958 TR3A. He also served as a driving instructor at Riverside Raceway and built a strong reputation as a race car preparer, team manager, author of race car books and designer/
manufacturer of performance components. His career stops
included manager of the American branch of the Triumph
Competition Department, Kastner-Brophy Racing, Roy Woods
Racing and Nissan Motorsports; besides SCCA racing programs, his teams competed at Indy and in the Can Am, IMSA
GTP and Formula A/Formula 5000 series.

Houghtaling and Kaizer, northbound. Photos by John Moore.
The excursion
started with a
meet in Granite
City on Thursday, 15 June,
where
three
members
–
Creig Houghtaling, Ed Kaizer
and Steve and
DF
John Moore –
started north. As noted by Steve in this month’s column, rather than do the run via Interstates 55 and 39, they took the
scenic route along Route 66 and – farther north – US 51.
They made it, in something like 8.5 hours. They linked up
with Jim Dooley, who had trailered his TR6, Friday morning at
the track; the editor, as a result of some family-related circumstances, was the last to arrive, driving up Friday night (as he
put it at the last meeting, he was forced to make the drive in a
car with cruise control and air conditioning, thus earning an
appropriate level of derision). Friday night at dinner, the
group ran into a large contingent from the Jaguar Association
of Greater St Louis, at Blackhawk in support of member Phil
Taxman who was running his ’64 E-Type fixed-head.

The first Kastner Cup took place in 2003 at Mosport; Jack
Drews won in his TR4. Since then, the cup competition has
taken place in association with vintage races at a number of
locations around the country, including Road Atlanta, Watkins
Glen, Portland International, Topeka Raceway Park, Road
America and Laguna Seca. According to Kas, the motivation
for the annual award came about in 2002:
Joe Alexander and I did, in 2002, a race at Mid Ohio,
where I served as the Grand Marshal. At the dinner I
saw them giving trophies to the MGs and thought, jeez,
we have 200 Triumphs here…We talked about it and
decided to create a trophy.
Winning the feature race doesn’t guarantee a win of the
Cup. Kas said there were three areas he, Peggy and Joe look
at: 1) 50% of the score depends on how you do in competition
(“I don’t give a damn how shiny your car is”); 2) 25% is based
on regular participation in vintage racing; and 3) 25% is awarded based on the presentation of the car, ie, mechanically, how
well it’s cared for and how well it’s prepared.
The cars, owners and crews started arriving on Thursday
from all points of the compass for the Blackhawk Farms Classic XXV. Friday was track day, with test runs and qualifying.
At one point, Kas did the traditional photo with 37 Triumph
racers; the group included Jim Dooley’s TR6, Sam Halkias’
former PL Newman national championship TR6, a former
Group 44 GT6 and one of Kas’ old GT6s. Ed commented,

Blackhawk Farms dates to 1967 and has sold twice, with the
current owners – businessman and SCCA racer Paul Musschoot – acquiring and upgrading the property in 2007. The
track is perched on farmland (with a lot of trees) and
measures 1.95 miles, all of the parking and facilities along
with the majority of the spectator areas are within the confines
of the track. The facs include showers for the competitors and
campers (a large number of the drivers/teams haul their cars
with RVs and similar), the Pit Stop souvenir/racing gear store
and Café Fastee, which provides a good variety of food and
drink for all. In other words, a great location for racing. While
the Vintage Sports Car Drivers Association (VSCDA) sanctioned the weekend’s vintage racing, other organizations in-

Most of the time I sat around and BS’d with the
racers…the best thing was talking shop with the drivers
and their crews, a great bunch of people. Otherwise, I
stayed out of the way so people could work on their
cars.
Friday night brought rain which, when combined with Saturday AM’s cloud cover, drove the temperatures down a bit.
The racing started early, encompassing a wide range of vehi(Continued on page 6)
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The traditional pre-race group photo with cars and drivers. That’s Kas front and center, in front of Jim Dooley’s TR6. Photo by John Moore.

Kastner Cup (Continued from page 5)
cles: formula cars, pre-war vehicles (heavily populated by cycle-fender MGs, although a former Ford oval racer powered by
a flathead V8 proved highly entertaining), coupes and sedans
(Alfas vs BMWs and Datsun 510s, looked like the old Trans
Am U2.5 series), sports-racers and others. Three different
teams entered Saab Sonett IIIs, which engaged in serious
competition with a brace of Volvo P1800s and 122s; in another
event, a B Production small-block (either 327 or 350) Corvette
shook the earth every time it roared by.

DF

And, to be sure, lots of Triumphs (including a startlingly fast
Herald sedan), MGs and a single Morgan. Russ Westfall, of
Savage, Minnesota – a self-described former “Corvette track
day guy” – ran his 65 TR4A, which he acquired after meeting
Joe Alexander:

Dennis Delap’s truly unique TR4.
So I built an English hot rod.” The car definitely drew attention.

I looked at a TR4 in Minnesota, naah…Went to Kansas City and Topeka, met Joe and a guy from New
Mexico who had a TR4 with a blown engine and bought
it. Four years of
restoration…it’s
been a labor of
love.

Saturday afternoon, a total of 35 Triumphs took the grid,
including two Triumph-powered Ambros. Kas performed another tradition: he walked down the two lines of cars, pausing

Dennis Delap of
Barrington,
Illinois,
drove another TR4…
sort of…mostly. The
car, which was in fact
a ’62 TR4 stood out
for its, er, unique
Russ Westfall and his TR4 during a break bodywork, or lack
thereof. The front of
in the action.
the car was wide
open,
with cycle
fenders covering the
tires. He fabricated
the sides from GT6
hoods while the back
bodywork came from
a Volvo P1800. Most
unique; according to
Dennis, “I always
wanted a hot rod, like
JAGSL’s Phil Taxman in his immaculate E a ’32 Deuce coupe.
-Type.

Former Triumph team driver Bob Johns (left) with three generations
of the racing Alexander family; Joe Alexander’s second from the
right. Kathy Kresser interviewed Johns for the Triumph Register of
America, see “Racing A Triumph,” Exhaust Notes, June-August
2015.
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From the left, SLTOA members practice for the awards ceremony (photo by Ed Kaizer). Center, Jason Ostrowski and crew furiously work at
getting their GT6 back on the track. Right, seal of approval: Kas Kastner and Bob Johns signed the glovebox of this TR6 (photo by John
Moore).

Kas gives the thumbs up, time to race!

Rut-ro...Pete Dolan’s ex-Kastner GT6 failed to start and
required a little assistance. The engine fired just as the
race steward ordered him off the track.
at each to shake the driver’s hand and wish him a good race. He then
returned to the front of the grid, gave a thumbs up and the pace car – a
TR4 driven by Friends of Triumph and Illinois Sports Owner Association
members Steve Yott and Irv Korey led the pack away.

Vic Schuster in his Ambro-Triumph...

...and Jim Dolan in the ex-Group 44 GT6.

A 1968 GT6 driven by Chuck Gee pulled off after the first lap and several others fell by the wayside through the remainder of the race. The
hard luck award went to Jason Ostrowski, driver of a ’69 GT6. In advance
of one of the vintage races, he and his crew worked mightily to replace a
half shaft on the car; they succeeded and made it to the Kastner Cup
event, only to sustain a connecting rod through the GT6’s engine block on
the fourth lap. Anyway, Sam Halkias in the TR6 pulled steadily away to
take the overall win, with a best single-lap speed of 82.537 mph.
Afterwards, everyone convened to the Triumph tent
(the crowd included automotive writer BS Levy, selling
books and memorabilia. I’ll
have to assume Creig got his Of course the Triumph Tent—sponsored
autograph) where Kas, Peg- by Friends of Triumph—had a pub!
gy and Joe Alexander
worked out the final scores for the cup. The top three finishers in the race
were Halkias, Ken Knight (’64 TR4; Kastner Cup 2001, Road America0)
and Tony Drew (’64 TR4). The Cup class winners included Martin Sukey,
’64 Spitfire; Jeff Snook, ’61 TR3A; Ken Knight, TR4; Jim Dolan, ’72 GT6;
Allen Washatko, TR6; and Jerry Barker, ’63 Herald. Winner of this year’s
Kastner Cup? Snook, who previously took the award in 2005 at Road
Atlanta.
In the end, the opportunity to meet and spend time with Kas (now pushing 90), his delightful wife Peggy and all of the various drivers and team
members was worth the trip alone. All in all, an outstanding weekend; the
people, the cars and the sounds of large numbers of vintage racers roar(Continued on page 8)
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Kastner Cup (Continued from page 7)
ing around Blackhawk Farms only added to the moment. However, the absolute best was a group of SLTOA friends getting together and traveling a distance for some serious Triumph immersion.

From the left: Race winners Drew, Halkias and Knight. Center, 2017 Kastner Cup winner Jeff Snook
The SLTOA contingent with the man, Kas Kastner.
Next year’s Kastner Cup will take place at the Pittsburgh International Race Complex, aka PittRace.

Report From Scotland
Trebah, Cornwall, June 2017

Having absorbed
the D-Day history
of the venue we
decided on a coffee in the beach
café the walls of
which were festooned with pictures, photographs,
newspaper cuttings
and
memorabilia
showing the history
of another owner of
the estate from 1961-1971 – Donald Healy the racing driver
and car designer.

It never fails to amaze me how a simple
exercise can expand to reveal things that I
did not know.
My wife and I recently spent a holiday in Cornwall and were
advised by the hotel staff to visit an estate with beautiful gardens at Trebah which lies near the ancient port of Falmouth.
The 25- acre estate was planted by a wealthy Quaker in the
mid nineteenth century. Because he was into shipping he was
able to acquire and plant exotic plants from all over the world.
We soon discovered the wonders of those well-established
plants, shrubs and trees paving the way down the slopes of the
estate in a multiplicity of colours, shapes and sizes.

In order to load the men and equipment in 1944 the US army
had covered the whole beach in concrete which was then, in
1961, lifted by Mr Healey who built a large shed with the concrete blocks in which he modified Rolls Royce engines and built
the rolling chassis for his Jensen Healey.

We eventually reached the sea shore at the lower end of the
estate where we found a large commemorative plaque explaining that from that beach 7,500 men of the US 29th Infantry Division embarked, with all their equipment, heavy guns, tanks etc
to set sail for Omaha Beach in Normandy as part of the D-Day
landings on 6th June 1944. Coincidentally our discovery at
Trebah was exactly 73 years after that momentous day.

In a few hours intended for a walk in the garden we uncovered a significant piece of WW11 history and some rarely
known facts about an icon of the British motor industry.

Thoughts (Continued from page 4)
ing Mark Morgan showed up and after a night’s sleep was ready to go the next morning with camera and note pad. The two days of racing and the Kastner Cup main event were worth the prior
days drive, we all had a great time watching the races and making new friends and seeing old
ones.
Tuesday the 20th was the club meeting and was well attended, with food and refreshments at
The Lazy River Grill. This was also the debut, to the club, of John Deluca’s beautifully restored TR4.
The following weekend, the 24th, was the drive to Hannibal, which turned out to be a fabulous weekend with perfect weather,
great food and good times. Although attendance was not very high this destination is definitely worth going to again.
Like I said in the beginning, it was a busy month - Steve
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In the Footsteps of Mark Twain Drive—24 Jun 17
Small turnout for this summertime drive but—three TRs and five members—but, as mentioned elsewhere, we had a ball. Other
than the heat and humidity, perfect weather for a run up the Mississippi, great lunch and a fair amount of sightseeing for those who
remained overnight. We probably should do something similar in the future.

SM

SM

Photo by Steve Moore

BSCC Autocross No. 3
Slow Roller
Racing Team
Results10 June 2017
Family Arena, St Charles

Driver

Car

Fox
Houghtaling
Paur
Moore
D Guenther
Morgan

Miata
Corvette C4
BRZ
TR6
Caracal
TR8

Summary: Another outstanding day with
outstanding weather on a long, very fast track
devised by the gang at BSCC. We had a good
turnout of six members of the SRRT, with the
usual eclectic mix of vehicles, save for one: Dan
Guenther’s Caracal Formula V, which drew a lot
of attention. While the formula car wasn’t
geared for standing starts, Dan gave it his best
and entertained a lot of people.
Class
H-Stock
BS
ES
F Stock Prepared
C Modified
HS

Overall
Finish
24th
35th
37th
44th
46th
49th

Charles and Diane Runyan,
The Roadster Factory, recently
sustained the loss of their son Simon. St Louis Triumph Owners
Association sent the Runyans a
card of condolence.
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Indexed
Time
56.062
57.687
58.677
61.741
62.815
65.305

Photo by Steve Moore
Standings (total events: 3)
1. Houghtaling
27
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Moore
Fox
A Paur
Morgan
D Guenther

Next event: 6 Aug 15

21
20
15
12
6

Negative Camber
When I assumed the editorship of
the Notes and started this column
back in the spring of ’08, my intent
was to provide something of a line of
communication with SLTOA membership concerning automotive news
and issues. Obviously, the subjects haven’t always been directly Triumph-related, but information on vehicle licensing and
regulatory proposals elsewhere around the country is always
worth monitoring, because you never know when similar proposals will come to Missouri and Illinois. Some make sense (at
least
from
my
perch),
some
are
of
the
“Whathehellaretheythinking!?” variety, but hopefully you find
the info worthwhile.
And yes, I have also regularly meandered into the realm of
commercial architecture preservation, such as restored gas
stations and efforts to boost old US 66 but hey, that’s one of
my hobbies. In fact, I’ll engage in a shameless plug here: if
you are interested in commercial architecture and archeology
(gas stations, motels, theaters, neon signs, etc), there’s a really
excellent organization out there, the Society for Commercial
Archeology at https://sca-roadside.org/. The group is celebrating its 40th anniversary this year and puts out an excellent
quarterly newsletter, Road Notes, as well as a semiannual
magazine, the SCA Journal. If you’re like me and prefer drives
off the beaten path, check out the website.
As to this month’s news, I assume everyone’s heard Volvo –
still in Gothenburg, Sweden, but owned by China’s Geely Automobile Holdings (which also recently acquired Lotus) – announced its intent to phase out gas-only vehicles by 2019
(Jack Ewing, “Volvo, Betting on Electric, Moves to Phase Out
Conventional Engines,” The New York Times, 5 July 2017) and
replace them with a full lineup of electric and hybrid vehicles.
Several news outlets including the NYT trumpeted the announcement as “the death knell of the internal combustion engine.”
Well, France has decided to go one better. On 6 July, that
nation’s Environment Minister, Nicolas Hulot, announced a
2040 ban on all gas and diesel-powered vehicles throughout
the nation (Henry Samuel, “France to 'ban all petrol and diesel
vehicles by 2040,'” The (London) Telegraph, 6 July 2017). The
article noted the announcement was “…part of French president Emmanuel Macron’s plan to make France a carbon neutral country by 2050…The French will in the meantime be offered financial incentives to scrap their polluting vehicles – including second-hand ones – for clean alternatives.”

By the editor

to mandate fewer “traditional” car sales in the Golden State, in
favor of all-electric vehicles. Each time CARB’s attempted to
force through a regulation – say, 40% electric by such-andsuch a date – it’s had to back down, usually due to problems
with EV technology and partly because the state’s electricity
generating capabilities weren’t up to the task (back when I
lived in SoCal I actually read a letter to the editor once where
the writer demanded Arizona build more power plants to provide the necessary juice because they didn’t want more power
generation facilities in California).
We definitely live in interesting times and, as always, we’ll
continue to monitor such bureaucratic moves. Obviously, an
outright mandated ban on gas-powered vehicles will cripple if
not destroy the special interest vehicle hobby. The day may
come where we’ll all have to rent an autonomous vehicle with
trailer in order to get our Triumphs to designated “legacy driving areas” (if such exceptions are allowed).
Finally– and on a more positive note—we’re less than two
months from one of our biggest annual events, the All British
Car & Cycle Show. The ABCCS is the biggest fundraiser we
have in SLTOA and makes possible the subsidization of our
other big ticket events, including the annual Christmas party
and our recent 35th anniversary celebration. The MG Club
always does a great job putting together and running the
show, and our club members do an equally great job of stepping up and assisting with the proceedings (and yes, the signup sheet for concession food preparation, sales and strategery
will make the rounds the next two meetings).
As an aside, I’ve volunteered for the position of “assistant
event chairman,” which’ll give me some valuable experience.
Hopefully I’ll pass down that experience to other members
further down the line; that’ll help ensure the continuity that
SLTOA’s known for. If any other members want to step up
and assist with one of the various club offices or functions
(dare I say, serve as an apprentice)(albeit of the non-celebrity
variety), contact the president or vice president. Your efforts
will help keep the club roaring.

This proposal isn’t new. The Netherlands and Norway would
like to implement a ban on petroleum-fueled vehicles by 2025;
Germany and India want to accomplish the same by 2030.
Per Ed Wiesman, an automotive columnist with the Telegraph, “Why don’t you ban the compact disc while you’re at it?”
So let’s take a look. For starters, it’s not been made
clear whether the cessation of petrol and diesel car
sales will take the form of an outright ban, nor how the
regulation is meant to be enforced. Will it become illegal to knowingly sell a petrol car in France? Will imported diesel vans become contraband? Will the same
rules apply to both town and country dwellers?
We’ve seen similar attempts – or at least moves in this direction – here in the United States, through legislative action. The
California Air Resources Board (CARB) has long served as the
pioneer; over the past 50 or so years it has regularly attempted
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Enough from the soap box for this month; drive ‘em!

Other Voices
Ed Note: A new, periodic feature in the Notes. We have a
number of excellent British car clubs here in greater St Louis
and they tend to have excellent newsletters put together by
highly capable editors.
Matthew Johnson is co-editor (along with Allan Ellis) of The
Growl, the publication of the Jaguar Association of Greater St
Louis. He wrote the following for the newsletter’s June issue;
what with the discussion on vehicle laws and the rapid advent
of driverless/autonomous vehicles, we thought the following
was timely.
I’m all for driverless cars. (I
see Gary Sudin cringing at my
declaration.) The problem in
my mind is that currently, while
they’re still necessary, we
have so few actual drivers that
driverless cars cannot arrive
soon enough.
We have too many people,
sure, behind the wheels of
their cars, supposedly in control of them, presumably paying attention to the road and
the world that surrounds them
… but they’re not drivers. Too
insulated are they by their
automotive cocoons, thick with assumed safety. Too absorbed
are they by their infotainment systems, plentiful with excess
diversion. Too distracted are they by their devices, seemingly
making connections – bonds – but actually threatening danger
-- separations. Too inadvertently menacing, through addiction
or arrogance or both. These people aren’t drivers.

They’re disdrivers. “Dis-“ as in “not.” “Dis-“ as in “the opposite.” Disapprove. Dislike. Disappoint. Disable. Disease.
Drivers’ roads are burdened with these disdrivers. Disdrivers
who follow too closely, brake too late, merge too aggressively.
Disdrivers who run yellow lights (sometimes red) too frequently,
accelerate too slowly (and even then only after putting away
their devices at a red light).
I like driving old cars; doing so has made me additionally and
keenly aware of disdrivers … frankly, I am more endangered by
their disinterest than they are. And that makes – they make –
me angry. Not in a silly road-rage sort of way; my ire is justified
because I see them taking others’ lives and others’ property
and putting them in serious danger, obliviously, carelessly,
audaciously, stupidly.
There was a dramatic increase in the number of road fatalities last year, due in part because of the increase in cars on the
road, in part because of the distracted nature of their disdrivers. There are now advertisements and reviews of cars that
stress models’ infotainment systems – even their wifi connections. Their wifi connections.
So I think it time for driverless cars. More accurately, though,
I think it time for disdriverless cars. Disdrivers’ cars really
should be taken away from them. They should lose the privilege. As far as I’m concerned, the drivers – the actual people
executing the act of driving – are welcome to stay on the roads.
There are just so few of them.
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Meeting (Continued from page 4)
added the observation that oil and water don’t separate too
well.
On a more upbeat note, commentary on Chris and Kathy’s
Kresser’s recently completed TR3 (“It’s beautiful!”) and Sonja
Poropat’s ’68 Morgan +4 (general consensus: Mike Poropat is
an artist when it comes to working on Morgans, particularly
body and frame repair). Perhaps the biggest event was John
and Marie DeLuca’s arrival in their ’65 TR4A, marking the end
of a four-year restoration. John said he still had to swap out
the rear springs (someone recommended the installation of air
shocks) but everyone agreed the car was immaculate and
strongly complimented John on his work. STLOA now has four
TR4/4As among the membership.
Talk shifted to the upcoming annual All British Car & Cycle
Show; the club’s concession effort still needs an event chairman, although the secretary/editor volunteered to assist as cochair.
In any event, sign-ups for support and concession
watch rotations will start at the annual July Sweatfest.

Admit It, You Want This
Car...
And now for something completely different: a DIO Tipo 61
Special, with ’66 Triumph chassis, 2.9L German Ford V6 and
5sp transmission. The design dates to 1960 and the development of the Ambro, which replicated a Maserati T61 on a
TR3 chassis (two raced in June’s Kastner Cup).
During the late 1980s Bill Bonadio of Oklahoma received
permission to fabricate new fiberglass Ambro bodies; this car
is one of the results. According to the seller, it was built in
Ohio and incorporated an Iskendarian cam, Holley carb,
electronic ignition, a 4.1 Triumph rear end and original Triumph knock-off wheels. The car showed up on Bring A Trailer in late May: $29K, in Little Rock. Said the BAT writer,
“’We’d love to drive it on the street as well as on track –
hopefully the next owner feels the same.”

Speaking of, yes, there will be the annual July Sweatfest, at
Lamberg’s on the 18th. The club will provide the main course,
per tradition all attendees should bring a side dish or desert
and plan on parking in John’s back yard. Info on the event will
get posted on the web tout suite. Otherwise, the club leadership continues to push for at least one driving event per month,
including an opportunity to sortie the ROG (Retired Old Guys)
(alt: Retired Old Geezers) and possibly an evening drive for ice
cream. Treasurer (and MG Club newsletter editor) Andy noted
the MGs were doing a run to Fritz’s on Thursday night. As for
the club picnic, this year it’ll take place in the fall, when things
are (hopefully) a tad cooler.
The evening ended with SLP once again thanking all who
contributed to and attended the 35th Anniversary event

Welcome New Members!
David Bentley
St Louis, MO
1962 TR3A
Duane Schmidt
O’Fallon, MO
1980 TR7

Photo by Andy Ackerman

St Louis Triumph Owners Association

Proud member club, St Louis Sports Car Council
www.stlscc.org

SLTOA’s on Facebook!

www.facebook.com/home.php?
sk=group_134416339926824&ap=1
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SLTOA Classifieds
80 Spitfire 1500—Fun project, restored, new $3000 paint
job, no rust. Too many new parts to list, manual transmission
with overdrive, 52,253 miles. Have $9300 invested but would
like to sell before winter, needs someone who enjoys tinkering
with cars and wants a winter project. $7300, call Mike Charman
(618)918-0249, cash only, no trades, in Centralia (1611).

81 TR7—White with blue

but it’s interesting…)

plaid interior, fuel injection,
automatic trans, gets 25
MPG. In Columbus, OH,
asking $4500 OBO, call
(740)403-8629
(VTR)
(1707) (Yeah, out of area,

For Sale—Tonneau for TR4/TR4A, NOS, not used since its
purchase in 1980, heavy duty construction, ready to use. $250,
call Tom (314)422-7149 (1705)

80 TR8—Don Huber’s Wedge, low mileage, original car.

Acquired by Don in February 2000, only 18,987 miles. One of
the finest if not the finest Wedges in the club; an identical TR8
recently sold at the Barrett-Jackson auction in Flagstaff, Arizona, for $15,400 and Fast Lane in St Charles is offering a
TR8 w/60K for $19,995. Let’s keep Don’s car local, price
dropped to $10,000 negotiable. For more info or to see the
car, contact Creig Houghtaling at (314)401-7817 or email
creig55@live.com (1702)

For Sale—TR6 parts: L&R doors, L&R bumpers, one transmission and one differential. Contact Dennis Merkt, St Louis,
at motorheadmerkt@charter.net or (314)440-9047 (1707)

For Sale—Original steel disc wheel and tire off a 1971 TR6

(spare tire), asking $200 OBO. Contact Darold Johnson (314)
835-8522 or at dlcejohnson@gmail.com for more information
and additional photos (1705).

For Sale—TR4/4A tonneau, NOS, nev-

62 TR3—In Florissant, good
driver, needs to go to a good

home!
Asking $15,000, for
more details contact David
Bentley
at
bentleyusa@earthlink.net, call (314)
991-2502 or check out his Facebook page (1705).

64 Spitfire 4—Complete car,

needs to be put back together,
has new Weber carb and boxes
of parts. In Springfield, MO,
$2200,
call
(217)553-4175
(Craigslist) (1707)

68

GT6—28K original miles,

very cool car, will be sad to see
it go. Email and leave a number
and I will call you back, thanks!
In Hillsboro, $13,800, vrvxv6207129898@sale.craigslist.org
(Craigslist) (1706)

76 Spitfire 1500—W/ hardtop,

tonneau cover; new brakes,
brake lines, clutch, engine rebuilt and has a Weber carb, new
tires. $4200, in Festus, Call Tom
(636)524-9787
(Craigslist)
(1704)

er used since purchase in 1980. Heavy
duty construction, $250. Call Tom at
(314)422-7149 (1705)

For Sale—Triumph parts: NOS 1961-

1967 Herald left rear quarter panel; NOS
1962-1967 Spitfire front bumper; NOS
1962-1967 Spitfire hood (off-center nose, sticker on but unreadable); NOS 1963-1970 Spitfire right front fender; NOS TR4
hood; TR trunk lid, used; plus VW, Mercedes and Datsun parts
and others. Call Monti 8:30 AM-4:30 PM eastern, (631)4238151 or write him at 1959 New York Ave, Huntington, NY
11746 (1705)

For Sale—TR6 parts, for sale or giveaway, includes a differ-

ential, transmission and doors. Call Dennis at 440-9074 if interested (1705)

For Sale—Back on the market: four TR8 wheels suitable for

use on a TR7 or Spitfire, three have usable rubber and one
might serve you well at the drag strip or for inadvertent skid/
loss of control training. $39.95 OBO, contact Mark Morgan
(314)607-1507 or rangermk@sbcglobal.net (1705)

For Sale—Wide variety of TR3/4 used OEM parts, primarily
from the completion of my TR3B in 1968. Call/email for the
entire four page list, specifics and questions. Larry Brown (618)
971-0056 or larryb1703@hotmail.com (1312)

79 TR7—4sp, black with red

and black interior, is a California
car with newer paint, runs good. I’m helping my aunt sell the
car. In Iberia, MO (north of Waynesville), $4900. Call Tim
(573)291-7047 (Craigslist) (1707)
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Next Meeting:
Tuesday 18 July 2017
Annual
Sweatfest
At John Lamberg’s
14148 Cross Trails Dr, Chesterfield
Arrive after 5:30 or thereabouts, the
club’s providing the meats, please
bring a side dish or desert and your
preferred libation. AND, don’t forget
to park your Triumph or other notable
vehicle in his back yard (no, a ‘16
Chrysler 200 is not notable)

And Finally...
Here’s hoping
everyone had a safe
and spectacular 4th of
July (also known as
“BREXIT 1776”)
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