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Calendar
24 Oct 17—Annual SLTOA Halloween 29 Oct 17—St Louis SCCA Region Great Pumpkin GPS
Challenge afternoon rally. Along the way you’ll visit locaMeeting, at Jack & Bonnie’s in St Charles.
tions identified by GPS coordinates, determine the overall
travel distance to visit those GPS locations and perhaps
answer a question or two. The rally will end at the Timber
Creek Grill, near the start point of Denny’s, 1140 Technology
Drive, O’Fallon, MO (I-64/US 40 and Mo Hwy K) , registration 12 noon-12:45 (arrive early and enjoy breakfast/brunch
at Denny’s), driver’s meeting at 12:45, first car departs at
1:01 PM. Bring a GPS unit for locating grid coordinates,
clipboard, pencils, paper and an inclination to take a Sunday
afternoon drive. Entry fee is $20, cash or check, additional
info and early registration at http://msreg.com/ pumpkin-rally.

See below right.

5 Nov 17—5th Annual Veterans Day
Drive. Starting point is the McDonald’s in
Columbia, IL 3, proceeds will go to a veteran’s
support organization. See pg 3.

17 Nov 17—SLTOA Monthly Meeting, Mimis Café,
17240 Chesterfield Airport Rd.

1 Dec 17—Annual SLTOA Christmas Party, at the Missouri Athletic Club-West, see pg 3.

10 Feb 18—International Drive Your Triumph Day, in 29 Oct 17—St Louis Region SCCA Autocross No. 10,
Gateway Motorsports Park. Last event of the season, Info at
www.stlsolo.org.

honor of Sir John Black’s birthday.

19-22 Apr 18—South Central VTR Regional, celebrat-

ing 50 years of the TR250 at the La Torretta Resort &
Spa, Lake Conroe, TX (north of Houston). Hosted by the
Texas
Triumph
Register,
monitor
www.texastriumphregister.com.

11 Nov 17—Jaguar Association of Greater St Louis Annual
Meeting and Elections, at Plaza Jaguar, 11654 Olive

Blvd, Creve Coeur, 6-8 PM. Light hors d’oeuvres and refreshments will be served, please RSVP to Lisa Hendrix at
http://www.jagstl.com/contact/13-board-of-directors/4-lisahendrix if you plan to attend.

7 Jul 18—16th Annual Kastner Cup, at the Pittsburgh
Vintage Grand Prix Historics, Pittsburgh International
Race Complex/PittRace, Beaver, PA. Details to follow.

12 Nov 17—BSCC Autocross No. 8, last event of the season. Family Arena, show around 9:30 AM, six runs for $35.
Contact Racer Steve at sshab@yahoo.com for info or to get
on the emailing list.

17-21 Jul 18—VTR National 2018, hosted by the Minnesota Triumphs Sports Car Club at the Radisson in La
Crosse, WI. Featuring 50 years of the TR5/TR250, info at
www.mntriumphhs.org
and
https://facebook.com/
VTR2018.
Hotel
registration
information
at
www.radisson.com/la-crosse/vtr.

21 Oct 17—Last Cars & Coffee-Westport of the season,

12 Nov 17—37th Annual St Louis Metro Area Automotive Swap Meet, 6 AM-1:30 PM, Belle-Clair Fairgrounds,
200 South Belt East, Belleville. Admission $4, spaces $25,
car corral $25.

19 Nov 17—Gateway Autocross Association events 5&6,
last of the season, at Gateway Motorsports Park. Info at
www.gatewayautox.com.

at Westport Plaza off I-270, 8-11 AM.

21 Oct 17—Annual MG Club of St Louis Sporting 13 Jan 18—Annual Jaguar Association of Greater St Louis
Clays Shoot, at the Blackhawk Valley Hunt Club, Old
Dinner Gala, at the Deer Creek Club, 9861 Deer Creek
Monroe, 10 AM. Bring your favorite shotgun along with 50
-100 shells and ear and eye protection; sorry, no shotguns
larger than 12 ga allowed, no shot larger than 7 1/2 and
NO handguns. The costs for the day consist of the cost of
your shells and $25 per 50 rounds (clay birds) or $35 per
100. Pavilion with picnic tables if you want to bring a
lunch, alcohol is strictly forbidden. Otherwise, Harry J’s
Steakhouse in nearby Moscow Mills has become a traditional after-shoot meeting spot. Open to all, contact John
Mangles at mgdoc@sbcglobal.net, (314)426-1600 or
(314)852-1706.

Hill, St Louis, 6:30 PM-9 PM. Monitor www.jagstl.com and
the online Growl.

Annual Halloween Meeting
Tuesday 24 October 2017

21 Oct 17—6th Annual Mascoutah Fall Fest Car
Show. Register 9 AM-noon, $15 ($10 for show vehicles),

(One week later than our normal
meeting night)

1st-3rd place trophies in 16 classes, plus special awards.
Dash plaques first 150 entries. At Main & Railway downtown, enter the show area from Church St. Info (618)4447447.

Jack & Bonnie David’s
500 Marie Drive—St Charles

22 Oct 17—St Louis Region SCCA Autocross No. 9,

Wear a costume!

Gateway Motorsports Park. Info at www.stlsolo.org.

28 Oct 17—Gateway Cars & Coffee, at Gateway Classic
Cars, 1237 Central Park Dr, O’Fallon, IL, 9 AM-12 noon.

28 Oct 17—Street Survival School, sponsored by the
SCCA. Low-speed driving skills clinic for teen drivers,
please register at http://streetsurvival.org/.
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5th Annual Veterans Day Drive
In support of veterans’/family groups

Sunday, 5 November—
Meet at the McDonalds in Columbia, IL, 10 AM
Plan on a scenic drive to Chester, a photo with Popeye, and lunch at Stoney’s Deli in Perryville. 100% of
donations will go the Purple Heart Foundation. Open
to all cars/drivers/clubs

The St Louis Triumph Owners Association
cordially invites you to our annual

Sunday, 19 February 2017

Holiday Party

Friday, December 1, 2017
Missouri Athletic Club, 1777 Des Peres Rd, Town & Country
Cocktails at 6:30 PM
Dinner at 7:30 PM

Menu

:

Tossed Caesar Salad ○ Rolls and Butter
Roasted Pork Loin w/ Winter Chutney
Chicken Piccata
Whipped Potatoes ○ Green Beans Almandine
Penne Pasta w/ a Cream Sauce & Peas ○ Cheesecake or Berry Cobbler
$20.00 per person
SLTOA subsidizes this event
Make your reservation by sending payment (checks only please, payable to SLTOA) to
Kathy Kresser, 114 Maple Lane
Ballwin, MO 63011
Questions? Call Kathy at (314)314-9970 or Bonnie David at (314)412-0589. Please advise Kathy if your diet is
gluten-free or vegetarian. Deadline for reservations is November 26.
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Triumph Thoughts

SLTOA Meeting—19 September 2017
In September St Louis’ Triumph Faithful gathered once again at one of our favorite
locales, Llywelyn’s Pub in Webster Groves. As it was still most definitely summer (ie
hot, humid) few Triumphs actually appeared in the parking lot but we do note Himself
The President arrived for the proceedings in his red TR6.

Although we missed the Fall Colors
drive, that Ed Kaizer put together, everyone that I’ve spoken with said it was another great fall drive, with nice roads,
good food, tasty wine and everyone had
a fun time. T hanks Ed, you did a great
job.
I received an e-mail from our South
American club member, Jaime Kopstein,
who has finally received his TR-3 that he
purchased from Wilson Motors in Washington, MO. According to Jaime, his car
required some minor adjustments to get
it running smoothly. After all this time
(since February), he finally got to ride in
his Red TR3. According to Jaime he
hasn’t stopped smiling and can’t wait to
get it licensed and on the road. It’s the
start of summer in Montevideo, a great
time to be out and about in a little TR-3,
having fun.
Our meeting this month is scheduled
for the 24th of October and will be our
second annual Halloween party/meeting,
again hosted by Jack and Bonnie David,
at their home in St. Charles. Costumes
are encouraged as after all it is Halloween. Hope to see everyone there and
thank you Jack and Bonnie for hosting
this meeting.
Captain Morgan (no not the Rum) is
finalizing the route for the Veterans Day
drive, set for Sunday November 5th and
will have an update for us at the meeting
on the 24th. This has become another
annual event for our club and one well
worth attending, so don’t miss it. As in
past years all donations will be matched
by the club, up to $500 and given to a
worthwhile
veteran’s
organization.
Thanks for your service Mark and thank
you for hosting this event.
As some of you may know, Maria and I
are in the process of selling our house in
Eureka and moving to Washington, MO,.
I mention this as it has been a very distracting process and we may miss a few
of the club events. However Mr. Paur
has been doing an excellent job in coordinating and attending events and keeps
me well informed. Thanks Steve.
- Steve

Speaking of the Prez, during the usual pre-dinner conversations he worked the
floor, continuing to fill those concession stand gaps for the upcoming All British Car &
Cycle Show (apparently he was pleased with both his efforts and the response from
the 21 attendees, as Steve rewarded himself with a rather substantial desert).
The business portion of the meeting commenced at 7:03 PM with a respectful, polite request by vice president Stephen Paur: “Quiet down you rabble!” (Jack David
responded with his standard rallying cry of “Bite me!”). Prez Esteban introduced a
new member, Mike Dorsey of Edwardsville, proud owner of a 1963 Spitfire 4 “…in
pieces.” Mike stated he was a mechanical engineer who had previously lived in Indianapolis and Irvine, California (response from the floor: “No one lives in Irvine!”) and,
where Triumphs were concerned, had been “…dipping my toe in the water the last
couple of years.” The owner of a Range Rover, he bought the Triumph as a project…
and it most definitely is a project.
Back to the ABCCS, Steve reminded everyone show time approached and went
through the event schedule and positions, including the SLTOA membership tent.
The Veep announced he’d post the final work roster on the web site “..for those with
feeble minds” (RSP: “What was your name again?”).
Ed Kaizer then took the floor to discuss the 14 October Fall Color Drive. The event
would begin at the McDonalds in Alton, will go through Elsah and Pere Marquette
State Park and wind up at Aerie’s Winery, high on the bluff overlooking Grafton and
the Mississippi River. He added he’d cancelled the planned drive through Principia
College due to that institution’s homecoming festivities and strongly recommended
everyone do a brake check before starting down the hill from Aerie’s.
Following a quick review of the local/regional event calendar, including the upcoming 5th Annual Veterans Day fundraiser, Steve invited Dave Massey to get up and talk
about this year’s VTR National in Princeton, New Jersey. Dave took the opportunity
to point out that 14 October – the day of the Fall Colour Drive – was famous: on 14
October 1978, President Carter signed legislation making home brewing legal (cheers
all around and immediate calls for more beer). The president immediately responded
with the announcement that 19 September was National Talk Like A Pirate Day (more
cheers of the AAARRRR variety and calls for the serving wench).
In and around all this Dave did get in a few words concerning the national convention. In response to the question, “How was VTR?”, he commented “It was a long
way away. I was lonely; I didn’t see any other St Louis people there.” Linda took the
opportunity to announce Dave’s trophy-winning third place in the concours with the
TR3 (Dave: “It was a class of three cars”) and third place in the autocross.
Dave finished with a reminder of the 2018 VTR National, hosted by the Minnesota
Triumphs Sports Car Club in La Crosse, Wisconsin, “….only a couple of three hours
farther north of Beloit.” That initiated another round of commentary on last June’s
club run to Blackhawk Farms for the Kastner Cup, with particular emphasis on Ed
Kaizer’s route-planning skills. Dave said he expected to see several familiar faces at
the next national (Ed note: Planning for an SLTOA excursion are already underway).
Treasurer (and Chairman-Elect of the MG Club of St Louis) Andy Ackerman announced the club had $3235.46 in the till in advance of ABCCS. Prez Steve immediately segued into a recap of the Aces & Eights Poker Rally (“You missed a good run if
you didn’t make it”), pointed out everyone missed one of the stops and saluted best
hand winners Chris and Kathy, worst hand “winners” Karl and Barbara and hard luck
award winner Bob Duddy. Not only did they man the card stop that everyone bypassed, but they wound having their Jaguar XJ-S towed due to brake failure (question
from the floor: “What are you driving tonight Bob?” Rsp: “My Saab. The brakes
work”).
As for ongoing projects, Ed Kaizer said he had a friend – and prospective member –
looking for front shocks for a Spitfire. John Lamberg responded. Dave Massey updated the status of his white TR6, which has been off the road for a couple of years
due to frame rot. He said John Clark in Bismarck had the frame for repairs; in the
(Continued on page 14)
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36th Annual All British Car & Cycle Show—23 Sept

Pho

By Kathy Kresser
Did you see the bevy of classic cars on the show field? Reports are 152 treasures graced the field. Despite the warm
temperatures, cars and attendees arrived in full force. There
were MGs occupying nearly the back half of the field, a lovely
line of Jaguars along the street, Land Rovers tucked in the
corner, quintessential Morgans close to center field, Nobles
and a Mini Moke. To quote MG member Patrick Murphy, there
was something for everyone, including these special awards:
Best of Show to Greg Wieburg with a 1972 Mini 1000, Chairman’s Choice to Paul Summers with a 1948 MG TC and Diamond in the Rough to Don Ruder with the 1966 Mini Cooper S.
The MG club did a fantastic job of pulling together the 36 th
annual car show. They do it every year. Bob Bentzinger, retiring Chairman of the MG Club commented, “I really enjoyed the
All British Car and Cycle show. T he weather was good if a
little on the warm side and we had an impressive selection of
vehicles including cars, motorcycles, and even a British bicycle! I thank all those who were a part of this successful show,
especially those whose hard work made it all possible.”

Attendees were
happy to talk
about their cars.
Here are some of
their thoughts and
a few of my comments.

DF
The St. Louis Triumph Owners Association (SLTOA) managed the concession stand. Slaving over the open grill for
several hours was Karl Schmitt. He must be super human
because it was hot. Roni Paur checked on Karl many times to
ensure he was okay and drinking plenty of water. Other
SLTOA members dedicated part of their days working behind
the counter. Triumph Club President Steve Moore said, “The
volunteers that helped with the concession stand did a fantastic job setting up, staffing and clean up. T he SLTOA club appreciates the opportunity to be part of the show. W e send our
thanks to the St. Louis MG club, the show participants and the
workers.”

Patrick
phy,
MGTD—

Mur1953

Amazing! It is so
nice to be able to
talk with the owners. I learn from
them and pick up practical tips. My personal favorite is the
MGTD, but the Morgans are something else. Actually, I
learned to drive in an MGTD and now own one which I drive
every day – completing the circle so to speak. One doesn’t
just drive these cars, you wear them. They talk to you. Every
gear is its own tune. It is a motorized pair of pants. T hey let
you know what they need. There is something for everybody
on this field of cars from wickedly classic to pure fun.

Bruce Poehlman, 1977 Lotus Esprit—We have a good
spot on the show field, but turn down the temperature.

Derek Leath, 1971 Land Rover Series IIa 88—This right
-hand drive Land Rover was parked in the shade among the
few trees on the show field. Derek said he has the original
documents and certificate for the Rover. I love the shovel on
the front fender. No worry about getting stuck in the mud today.

(Continued on page 6)

5

All British (Continued from page 5)

body work and paint; no second party work on the car. The
restoration took eight years.

John Deluca, 1965 Triumph TR4A—John told me it took
me four years to complete the restoration. This is a beautiful
car; I think John’s car was overlooked by the voters as it was
sandwiched in with the TR3s.

Gary Sudin, 1966 Jaguar XKE OTS (Gary #1), Gary
Schlueter, 1999 Jaguar XJR supercharged (Gary #2),
and Gary Crosby, 1985 Jaguar XJS (Gary #3)—The Jaguar club had a long string of beautiful cars on the show field;
making it hard to vote for the best car. The Garys sent their
thanks to the MG Club for another great show with great cars.
Next year, we need air-conditioning. As Gary #1 Sudin
strummed the guitar, others munched on homemade chocolate
chip cookies courtesy of Diane Schlueter.

Sam Klucker, 1980
Land Rover Series
III 88 LWT—This ex-

Rory Kinney, 1971 MG Midget—Sixty days ago, this car
John Moore
was pulled from a barn in Texas. RoryPhoto
was by
learning
a few
things about his car from Don Gatheman as they both examined various details.

military lightened, aluminum body Land
Rover has modified
panels allowing it to be
moved by helicopter.
It could be stripped in
five minutes.
The Laird surveys his domain...Photo by
Matthew Johnson.

Jeremy Mau, 1974 Jensen-Healey—This car traveled to
28 states in seven years.
In New York, I hit a porcupine; I am still fishing out
quills.

David and Robin
Bair, 2006 Noble
M400—This is a cool

Jane Rauth, 1973 Jensen-Healey—According

to Jane’s husband Ralph,
this Jensen-Healey was
bought new by a friend of
hers. They bought it 19
years ago and later sold
the car. While attending
the St. Louis All British Car
Show in 2014, this car was
on the field with a “for sale”
sign. They bought it.

car. It was built in
Leeds, United Kingdom. David said that this is his first time to
attend the car show.

Mike Muenter, 2004 Noble M12 GTO-3R—Mike is another first timer to attend the show.

Harold Downey, 1979 MGB—These were cheap cars and

were the most-sold sports cars in the United States in the ‘70s.
I like to keep it original; it even has the Zenith-Stromberg carburetor.

DF

Carol Brown, 2013
Mini Cooper S—She

Brandon Baquet, 1971 MG Midget—Voting is based on
which car I would like to drive.

and her husband traveled
from Champaign, Illinois,
to attend the show sporting
a cute license plate: BRT
TOY 2. The entire car was
filled with toys - model cars
of many varieties.

Richard Wier, 1951 MGTD Mark II—I bought the car
when my son was one year old. He is now 47. Love the show,
allows me to relax and talk
with people. I have been
coming to the show for five or
six years.

Sonja Poropat, 1968
Morgan Roadster and
Mike Poropat , 1963
Morgan Drop Head
Coupe—His and her Mor-

Neville Kapadia, 1953
MGTD—I bought my MGTD

20 years ago. I found it in a
yard totally burned. As a
challenge to myself, I did the
restoration work including the

gans, is this a Poropat
thing or does everyone
have his and her classic
cars?

Photos by Darren Frazier

Andy Ackerman, 1971
MGB GT—I have owned
this car for four months
and it is under restoration.
The car arrived to the
show field on a trailer.
When the body work was
complete
about
three
weeks ago, the car was

(Continued on page 8)
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The Editor’s Annual Highly Unofficial Awards
♦ Long-Distance Award: Colin Crenshaw, Bartlett, TN, 317 miles
♦ The Colin Chapman/Inspired by Lotus Award: the Sprite-Firestar
♦ The Press On Regardless Award: Darren Frazier, who managed to get his
Spitfire to the show minus three of the four differential bolts
♦ The Former SLTOA Member Who Need to Rejoin Particularly Seeing As
He Has A TR7 in the Shop Award: Steve Richardson
♦ The Official Dogs of the 2017 ABCCS: Sydney and Healey (right)

Chris Kresser

Bob Carmody

Steve Moore

Felipe Eljaiek

John Lamberg

Jesse Lowe

Sonja and Mike Poropat

The Triumphs of the 36th ABCCS
1954 TR2
Don Wantahalo
1959 TR3
Jim Briem—3rd Class BB
1959 TR3A
David Zink (ISOA)
1962 Morgan +4 Jeff & Stephanie Stone—3rd Class Y
1965 TR4A
John & Marie DeLuca
1968 GT6 MkII Colin Crenshaw (Iowa)
1969 GT6 Mod Jon Cook
1972 Spitfire IV Jeff Weintrop
1974 TR6 racer Jim Dooley
1974 TR6
Creig Houghtaling
1975 Spitfire 1500 Jack & Bonnie David
1976 TR6
Craig Ingraham
1976 TR6
Bob Rhoades
1976 TR6
Dean Williams—3rd Class DD
1978 TR8 PrePro Bob Carmody—1st Class FF
1980 TR7
Jesse Lowe—1st Class EE
1980 TR8
Mark Morgan—2nd Class FF

1957 TR3
Dave & Linda Massey
1959 TR3
Chris & Kathy Kresser—1st Class BB
1962 TR3B
Jim Nowicke—2nd Class BB
1964 Morgan DHC Mike Poropat—2nd Class Y
1968 TR250
Matt Willis
1968 Morgan +4 Sonja Poropat—1st Class Y
1971 TR6
Steve Moore—1st Class CC
1973 TR6
Tom Puorro—2nd Class CC
1974 TR6
Felipe & Silvia Eljaiek—1st Class DD
1974 Spitfire 1500 Greg & Vicky Rieman—2nd Class GG
1976 TR6
Ed Kaizer
1976 TR6
Stephen Paur
1976 TR6
John Schrefer—2nd Class DD
1977 Spit6
John Lamberg—1st Class GG
1978 Spitfire 1500 Bob Berger– 3rd Class GG
1980 Spitfire 1500 Darren Frazier
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All British (Continued from page 6)
painted. I sanded every body panel on the car. While the engine is being rebuilt, friends installed a replacement engine – a
stone polisher. Did you hear it running?
At the end of the day and the end of a fine car show; it is you,
the attendees with your classics and the spectators that make
the show. It was a successful gathering where we shared stories, laughed and enjoyed each other’s company. A collective
thank you goes to each and everyone. See you next year!
Proofread by Anice Etz

DF
The mystery Herald...

Treasurer Andy Ackerman’s MGB GT with mystery motor (but no flux
capacitor!).

DF
Overheard at ABCCS…
- “My podiatrist bought an Audi. I gave him a card and said, ‘Here’s the tow truck you’ll need.’”
- “Ronnie is the naked lady” (No, we are not going to try to explain this one…)
- “Look out, Paur’s on the move…”
- “Yellow smoke! We have a vice-president!”
- “I had the acorns bouncing off my car last year, kept a few as souvenirs. I think they’re still in my car”
- “INCOMING!” (concerning this year’s acorns)
- Q: “How many TR6s do you have now?” A: “I don’t know, 15 or 16”
- “Is this the trouble-maker’s tent?”
- “Maria has arrived and everything is under control”
- “I’m a DINFOS-trained killer!” (DINFOS: Defense Information School, Fort Meade, MD)
- “My day got off to a good start. I ran out of gas in my garage”
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ABCCS Welcome BBQ—22 September
As always, our thanks to MG Doctor John Mangles for hosting the traditional night-before-ABCCS BBQ gathering. Looked like a
great turnout this year!

Photos by
Andy Ackerman

BSCC Autocross No. 7
Slow Roller
Racing Team
Results8 October 2017
Family Arena, St Charles

Driver

Car

Houghtaling
Ingraham
Morgan
Decker

Corvette C4
Solstice GXP
TR8
Midget

Summary: More perfect weather for the seventh—and next-to-last—Boeing event
for the 2017 season, combined with another great course, made for a good day for all
concerned. In addition, the Slow Rollers picked up a new teammate. By decision of
team Chairman Eccle Berniestone, Alan Decker, event chairman for the MG Club of St
Louis, was inducted into the fold; seeing as he
competes in an LBC (his red Midget), Decker was Standings (total events: 7)
a natural fit.
1. Houghtaling
65
The last autocross for the season will take place
2. Moore
30
on 12 November. Come on out to Family Arena
3.
Fox
30
to cheer the team!
4. Morgan
28
Class
Overall
Indexed
Finish
Time
5. Ingraham
27
B Stock
40th
57.102
6. A Paur
15
AS
48th
59.641
7. Decker
14
HS
56th
64.498
8. D Guenther
6
HS
57th
66.037
Next event: 12 Nov 17
Photo by Allen Decker
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Mentioned in Despatches
2017 British Reliability Run
Recently Dave LaChance reported on this year’s New England edition of America’s British Reliability Run in Just British
(https://justbritish/com/granite-state-getaway-british-reliabilityrun-invades-new-england/) and it sounded like all of the participants had a large time.
Blake Discher of the Detroit Triumph Sportscar Club, with
author John Macartney, established the first Reliability Run in
2002 as a long-distance drive benefitting children’s charities in
the United Kingdom. The Delaware Valley Triumph Club of
southeastern Pennsylvania picked up the event in 2008. According to Hemmings, the event’s raised over $215,000 over
the past several years. According to LaChance,
Over the years, the basic idea of the reliability run
hasn’t changed at all: Teams sign up well in advance,
shakedown friends, family, and strangers for donations,
and arrive at the starting point with their classic British
car, ready for a weekend of driving. It’s not a rally or a
race, but a spirited drive through 600 miles of beautiful
countryside in the company of fellow British car enthusiasts. The only competition lies in how much money the
teams can raise. Because the donations are collected
before the drive begins, it makes no difference to the
bottom line if a team covers one mile, or 600. In other
words, to enter is to win.
The event’s popular and has given rise to regional ABRRs in
other parts of the country, including Colorado (“Driving for
Kids”), Washington DC and New Hampshire. No racing, participants
follow
speed limits while
making the drive;
the competition is
between
teams/
cars to see who
can line up sponsorship and raise
the most money for
the children’s charities.
Covered bridge at Bath. Photo by Dave La
Chance.

LaChance’s article is about this year’s New Hampshire
event; he and Rover enthusiast Dirk Burrowes entered in an
SD1. The start/finish line was at Historic Motor Sports in Candia, New Hampshire and wound through Bristol, Bath (“The
Covered Bridge Capital of New Hampshire”), Franconia Notch,
White Mountain National Forest, Bethel, Maine, Bretton
Woods, and the Club Motorsports race track in Tamworth,
New Hampshire. MG’s dominated, 11 of them including threeeach TDs, MGAs and MGBs. Other cars included a Lotus
Elite (“Team Luddite 2.0”), 1994 Morgan Plus 8, XK140, Austin
-Healey 3000, TR250, TR6, Daimler SP250 and a Bentley RType Continental. The drive netted $16,195.01 for the Boston
Children’s Hospital.
This year’s 550-mile Pennsylvania drive ran over 22-24
September through Central Pennysylvania. It started in Quakertown and incorporated overnight stops in Altoona and Wiiliamsport. The cars included a 1966 Austin-Healey Sprite, Lotus Elite (Team Luddite again), two Austin-Healey 3000s and a
’59 BN4, 1967 MGB GT, two MGB GT V8s, a brace of Triumph
Spitfires and several TRs, including a ’74 driven by Delaware
Valley Triumph’s “Where’s Bob” De Lucia and Dave Kane, a
Morgan 4/4, 1963 Triumph Sport 6, 1972 Triumph GT6, 1976
TR6, 1980 TR8 (“Team Finally Baby…Maybe”), Jaguar XE,
Jaguar XJS, Rover 3500, two Jaguar E-Type and others.
If interested in participating in the Pennsylvania Reliability
run, 2018’s will run from 7-9 September, Info’s available at
britishreliability.org.

2017 Kastner Cup
If you’d like to read a write-up of this
past June’s Kastner Cup up at Blackhawk Farms, pick up a copy of September’s Victory Lane. Good stories about
that event and the weekend’s VSCDA
vintage racing, with plenty of great photos.
The 2018 Cup will take place in Pittsburgh in July, as part of that city’s annual vintage grand prix.

Hey TR7/TR8 owners, in and around the wonders of the Wedge, do you secretly regret not having any wood trimmed
items in the cockpit? Well, it looks like there might be a low-cost solution:

“Zits” - Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman
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Attention Veterans
Once again, we’re planning on running photos of SLTOA’s vets in the November issue of Exhaust Notes.
If you have a photo of yourself in uniform from your period of service, please send it to the editor. Scans work best
but if you prefer, mail it to the editor for scanning. It will be promptly returned in good condition
We do have the scans from the November 13 issue; if you’d like to send a different photo or if you didn’t get in that
Veterans Day salute photo spread, feel free to send one in.

The Right Tool For the Job
Note: A classic column from long-time Road & Track editor/
contributor – and recent inductee into the British Sports Car
Hall of Fame – Peter Egan. It appeared in his “Side Glances”
column in the April 1996 edition of R&T.

Electric Hand Drill: Normally used for spinning steel Pop
rivets in their holes until you die of old age, but it also works
great for drilling rollbar mounting holes in the floor of a sports
car just above the brake line that goes to the rear axle.

Pliers: Used to round off bolt heads.
Had a strange dream the other night: I was out in my workshop, making sandwiches, for some reason, and I had about a
dozen slices of bread laid out on the workbench (Sanitation is
meaningless in dreams, unless the dream lasts long enough
for you to become seriously ill). Oddly, I was spreading mayonnaise on the bread with a tiny Craftsman screwdriver of the
size normally used to fix alarm clocks or busted Smiths tachometers. Naturally, it was taking forever, and I was quite
frustrated with the whole process.

Hacksaw: One of a family of cutting tools built on the Ouija
board principle. It transforms human energy into a crooked,
unpredictable motion, and the more you attempt to influence its
course, the more dismal your future becomes.

Before we put too heavy a Freudian spin on this dream
(inadequate tools, etc.), I should mention that I had some Wild
Turkey on the rocks after a dinner of chorizo enchiladas with
Negra Modelo, which is asking for trouble if you include the
espresso we had while watching Bullitt again. When I went to
bed, my neurons were firing like a string of cheap Chinese
firecrackers.

stale garage cigarettes you keep hidden in the back of the
Whitworth socket drawer (What wife would think to look in
there?) because you can never remember to buy lighter fluid for
the Zippo lighter you got from the PX at Fort Campbell.

Vise-Grips: Used to round off bolt heads. If nothing else is
available, they can also be used to transfer intense welding
heat to the palm of your hand.

Oxyacetelene Torch: Used almost entirely for lighting those

Zippo Lighter: See oxyacetelene torch.
Whitworth Sockets: Once used for working on older British

Anyway, dedicated mechanics will recognize immediately
the source of frustration in my dream: I was using the wrong
tool for the job.

cars and motorcycles, they are now used mainly for hiding sixmonth old Salems from the sort of person who would throw
them away for no good reason.

Anyone with an ounce of mechanical experience will tell you
that a better tool for spreading mayonnaise on bread would
have been, say, a broad-tipped Snap-On gasket scraper or an
old hacksaw blade with some spring to it. The only legitimate
use of a small, thin-tipped Craftsman screwdriver, of course, is
to mix epoxy resin and hardener to a consistent dark gray color on the torn-off lid of a Fram oil filter box.

Drill Press: A tall upright machine useful for suddenly snatch-

There’s a lot of this kind of tool-use confusion in garages
today, so I thought it might be helpful (leaning on my years of
experience, as usual) to reveal to the novice mechanic the
rightful roles of the tools found in that 2000-piece tool set your
family got you for Christmas ($4000 cheaper than if they’d
bought each tool separately!). Let’s start with the main stuff:

Hammers: Probably the Original Tool, if you exempt (as I

always do) the straw stuck down a termite nest in search of
food, as used by lower primates and some of the guys who
were in my high school shop class. Originally employed as a
weapon of war, the hammer nowadays is used as a kind of
divining rod to locate expensive car parts not far from the object we are trying to hit. For those with a more accurate sense
of aim, the hammer is useful for tapping on oilpans, water
pumps and other brittle pot-metal castings to see if we’ve forgotten to remove one of the bolts, which we have.

Mechanic's Knife: Used to open and slice through the contents of cardboard cartons delivered to your front door; works
particularly well on boxes containing convertible tops or tonneau covers.

ing flat metal bar stock out of your hands so that it smacks you
in the chest and flings your beer across the room, splattering it
against the Rolling Stones poster over the bench grinder.

Wire Wheel: Cleans rust off old bolts and then throws them

somewhere under the workbench with the speed of light. Also
removes fingerprint whorls and hard-earned guitar callouses in
about the time it takes you to say, "Django Reinhardt".

Hydraulic Floor Jack: Used for lowering a Mustang to the
ground after you have installed a set of Ford Motorsports lowered road springs, trappng the jack handle firmly under the front
air dam.

Eight-Foot Long Douglas fir 2X4 : Used for levering a car
upward off a hydraulic jack.

Tweezers: A tool for removing wood slivers.
Phone: Tool for calling your neighbor Chris to see if he has
another hydraulic floor jack.

Snap-On Gasket Scraper: Theoretically useful as a sandwich tool for spreading mayonnaise; used mainly for getting
dog-doo off your boot.

E-Z Out Bolt and Stud Extractor : A tool that snaps off in
bolt holes and is ten times harder than any known drill bit.

(Continued on page 12)
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Tools (Continued from page 11)
Timing Light: A stroboscopic instrument for illuminating
grease buildup on crankshaft pulleys.

Sanyo boombox: An electromechanical device that mirac-

ulously allows the lovely Cecilia Bartoli to sing Rossini arias
in a garage full of chocking paint fumes, which is something
she would not normally be inclined to do.

Two-Ton Hydraulic Engine Hoist: A handy tool for testing the tensile strength of ground straps and hydraulic clutch
lines you may have forgotten to disconnect.

Shop Manual: A kind of mirror whose smudges and grease
stains reflect the true soul of the clean and apparently innocent car standing nearby; the automotive equivalent of a police blotter.

Shop Rags: Composed almost entirely of pink lint, shop
rags are essentially a washable version of the shop manual;
when laundered at home they add a nice fresh scent to the
washer and dryer.

Craftsman 1/2 x 16-inch Screwdriver: A large motor
mount prying tool that inexplicably has an accurately machined screwdriver tip on the end without the handle.

Compression gauge: Used during buyer’s inspections by

ment than the instep of a dead king (as in, “Ludwig, let us pace
off those wavelengths again!” Or, “Zut alors! I need to measure
my curtains and I have forgotten my isotope of krypton!”). On
American and British cars, metric tools are used primarily to
round off bolt heads.

Aviation Metal Snips: See hacksaw.
Trouble Light: The mechanic's own tanning booth. Some-

times called a drop light, it is a good source of vitamin D, "the
sunshine vitamin", which is not otherwise found under cars at
night. Health benefits aside, its main purpose is to consume 40watt light bulbs at about the same rate that 105-mm howitzer
shells might be used during, say, the first few hours of the Battle
of the Bulge. More often dark than light, its name is somewhat
misleading.

Phillips Screwdriver: Normally used to stab the lids of oldstyle paper-and-tin oil cans and splash oil on your shirt; can
also be used, as the name implies, to round off Phillips screw
heads.

Air Compressor: A machine that takes energy produced in a

coal-burning power plant 200 miles away and transforms it into
compressed air that travels by hose to a Chicago Pneumatic
impact wrench that grips rusty suspension bolts last tightened
40 years ago by someone in Abingdon, Oxfordshire, and rounds
them off.

overly cautious consumers who do not own a 2-ton hydraulic
engine hoist or even a ½ x 16-in screwdriver.

Grease Gun: A messy tool for checking to see if your zerk

Outside micrometer: A device for periodically reviewing

Deep-well sockets: Normally used as piston-pin and wheel-

the meaning of all those little incremental marks on the barrel
and trying to remember shether they translate into thousandths or hundred thousandths of an inch and exactly how
many decimal places to the right the period that is, anyway.

Battery Electrolyte Tester: A handy tool for transferring
sulfuric acid from car battery to the inside of your toolbox
after determining that your battery is dead as a doornail, just
as you thought.

Metric wrenches: Used on cars from countries whose citi-

zens believe that an acute misunderstanding of the earth’s
circumference (updated to a unit equal to 1,650,763.3 wavelengths of the orange-red radiation of an isotope of krypton) is
a more legitimate and easier-to-visualize form of measure-

fittings are still plugged with rust.

bearing drifts, deep-well sockets are also good for drawing circles when a coffee-can lid would be way too big.

Toshiba miniature refrigerator: A trouble-free appliance
manufactured to metric standards; used primarily to chill Lotus
piston pins down to an easy press-fit while storing up to 12 bottles of Guiness stout, proving once again that Science is really
at its best in the service of Art.
Well, that’s it for now. I’ve got a lot of unmentioned tools left
in the old box, but I should probably save them for another day
when I run out of column ideas, much as I did earlier this morning.
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Minutes (Continued from page 4)
meantime, Dave was “buying parts left and right” and hoped to
have the car ready for February’s Polar Bear Run.
Andy thanked John Lamberg for a Spit gas cap, which fit his
under-restoration MGB GT (Lamberg: “Does that mean we get
half credit at the Easter Concours?”). Kathy Kresser then provided an update on the annual SLTOA Christmas party, scheduled for 1 December at the Missouri Athletic Club-West (highly
predictable response from the floor: “Bah! Humbug!”). El
Presidente added, as usual, we’d invited the “hooligans from
the MG club” and the Healey Club; the Jaguar owners were
also more than welcome.
The meeting ended at 7:32. Our thanks to Llywelyn’s for the
great accommodations and food, and thanks to Becky the serving wench (who happily accepted the title, at least for the evening). Cmyru am Byth!

SLTOA Blog:

News, commentary, opinion and seasoned immaturity. www.sltoa.org/blog/
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SLTOA’s on Facebook!

www.facebook.com/home.php?
sk=group_134416339926824&ap=1

SLTOA Classifieds
62 TR3—In Florissant, good driver, needs to go to a good

For Sale—Original steel disc wheel and tire off a 1971 TR6

63 Sport Six—Car is in pretty original condition, one of 670

For Sale—TR6 parts, for sale or giveaway, includes a differ-

home! Asking $15,000, for more details contact David Bentley
at bentleyusa@earthlink.net, call (314)991-2502 or check out
his Facebook page (1705).
Sports 6/early Vitesses sold here. White with black interior,
original engine and transmission come with car, has engine/
transmission from another Vitesse. Stainless exhaust, brake
and clutch master cylinders re-sleeved and rebuilt, lots of surface rust underneath. In Indianapolis, $5000, call (314)4459319 (VTR)(1710)

72 Spitfire 1500—Five-

(spare tire), asking $200 OBO. Contact Darold Johnson (314)
835-8522 or at dlcejohnson@gmail.com for more information
and additional photos (1705).
ential, transmission and doors. Call Dennis at 440-9074 if interested (1705)

For Sale—Wide variety of TR3/4 used OEM parts, primarily
from the completion of my TR3B in 1968. Call/email for the
entire four page list, specifics and questions. Larry Brown (618)
971-0056 or larryb1703@hotmail.com (1312)

speed, new water pump,
new master cylinder.
In
Lake of Egypt, Illinois (south
of
Marion),
$3000.
(Craigslist) (1708)

Best of Craigslist

74 TR6—62,172 miles, just

finished bodywork and paint,
also replaced convertible
top, master cylinder, rear
wheel cylinders, front brake
pads and clutch cylinder.
Has rebuilt carbs and new
coolant hoses. Interior in
good shape for age. In Festus, price reduced to $11,500 OBO, contact Darrell (314)2232959 (Craigslist) (1709)

76

TR7—Victory Edition,
has not been driven in a
couple of years. No known
rust, has some dents and
dings, only 41,000 miles.
Previous owner installed a 5
-speed TR transmission,
hydraulic and fuel systems need attention. Runs with auxiliary
fuel supply, just needs some maintenance, with a little time
and TLC this car would be a true joy to drive. In Decatur, IL,
$4000, call Mark (217)972-1000 (Craigslist) (1708)
77

TR7—Newer paint,
struts, muffler, tires, cleaned
and sealed fuel tank, cooling
system upgraded including
an electronic fan, cars are
now Stromberg 174s, 5sp
transmission. Not perfect, has some dings from storage and
will need TLC, originally from California so it has no rust.
Heater disconnected. This is a 40-year-old British car that has
survived. In Imperial, $2250, call (314)974-3268 (Craigslist)
(1710)

80 TR7 w/rotary—Freshly detailed, new tires and wheels,

suspension, soft top and tune up. Very rev happy and fun to
drive. Not your typical 80's crappy Triumph. This car sits on
custom ibach springs new shocks which helps this car handle
really well. Sticky Toyo Tires that have a couple hundred miles
on them. 15 inch panasport wheels that are super clean. Coilovers are adjustable and have lots of room to be lowered. New
heavy sway bars stiffen up the cornering. The soft top is new
and comes with a hard top as well. The paint is good with just
a couple dings. The exterior has been freshly detailed. Engine
revs to 10k RPMS easily and has been freshly tuned with
plugs, wires, oil, fuel filter and is ready to drive.
VERY Open to interesting trades UP OR DOWN especially
for an Audi wagon or euro vintage car. BMW 2002, mg mgb
GT, triumph tr4, TR6, GT6, Datsun fairlady 2000, cars with
minilites, perhaps a Miata with a hardtop, turbo charged 80's or
90's cars, manual transmissions and or AWD wagons.
Swapped cars are fine as long as little rust is around. Porsche
914, 928, 912, 911 if it needs work. Make offer! Call (360)8880237, in Olympia, WA (Craigslist)(1710)

79

Spitfire
1500—
Moderate restoration, looks
great, would consider trade
for muscle car of equal value. In Troy, MO, $3500, call
(636)462-2686 (Craigslist)
(1709)

St Louis Triumph Owners Association

For Sale—TR6 parts: L&R doors, L&R bumpers, one transmission and one differential. Contact Dennis Merkt, St Louis, at
motorheadmerkt@charter.net or (314)440-9047 (1707)
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Proud member club, St Louis Sports Car Council
www.stlscc.org

Next Meeting:
Tuesday 24 October 2017
Annual club Halloween
meeting/party at
Jack & Bonnie David’s
500 Marie Drive
St Charles
(314)412-4589
Show after 5-5:30 PM, preferably in
costume, and engage with Ghoulies
and ghosties and long legged beasties and things that go bump in the
night...

And Finally...

Precision instrument

Broadsword
(any questions?)
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