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See page 3

Calendar
21 Jul 18—Cars & Coffee-Westport, 8-11 AM, at West-

17 Jul 18—Annual SLTOA SweatFest

port Plaza. Monitor http://carsandcoffeestl.org.

meeting, at John Lamberg’s, 14148 Cross
Trails Rd, Chesterfield. Show after 5:30 PM
or thereabouts, the club will provide the main
course, please bring a side dish or desert
and your preferred refreshment. Don’t forget
to park in John’s back yard...

22 Jul 18—Gateway Autocross Association Events 5
& 6, Gateway Motorsports Park. Info and registration at
www.gatewayautox.com.

27-29 Jul 18—St Louis Region SCCA Targa Gateway

17-21 Jul 18—VTR Nationals 2018,

weekend: three road rallies, a solo/autocross event and
bracket-style drag racing. Monte Carlo-style rallies Friday
evening and Saturday, drag racing Saturday evening,
three-lap solo event at GMP Sunday morning and finally,
The Hunt For Red October Rally, Sunday. To register for
any or all events, visit http://msreg.com/2018targagateway.

26 Aug 18—2nd Annual SLTOA Aces & Eights Poker
Run Rally. See pg 3.

28 Jul 18—Cars & Coffee/Gateway Classics, 1237 Cen-

21 Sept 18—Traditional ABCCS Welcome BBQ, host-

29 Jul 18—SCCA Autocross No. 6, at Gateway Motor-

hosted by the Minnesota Triumphs Sports Car Club at the
Radisson in La Crosse, WI. Featuring 50 years of the
TR5/TR250, info at www.mntriumphhs.org and https://
facebook.com/VTR2018. Hotel registration information at
www.radisson.com/la-crosse/vtr.

tral Park Dr, O’Fallon, Il, 9 AM-12 Noon. Info (618)2713000.

ed by All British Car Repair, at the show site, 5 PM until
dark. Burgers/brats/dogs with all the trimmings and soft
drinks, please bring a side dish or desert and chairs.

sports Park. Registration from 7 to 8:15 AM, $40 for
SCCA members, $40 plus $15 weekend membership for
non-members.

22 Sept 18—37th Annual All British Car & Cycle
Show, Creve Coeur Lake Park. Sponsored by the MG

3 Aug 18—Sonic Car Cruise, 1002 S Kirkwood Rd (corner
of Kirkwood and Big Bend), 5-9 PM. Hosted every Friday
evening through 28 September by The ‘Stang Gang.

Club of St Louis with SLTOA providing the food concession. Preparations are underway, more shall be revealed...in
the
meantime,
monitor
https://
allbritishcarshow.com.

4 Aug 18—Cars & Coffee West/SunShine UMC, 7116

27-30 Sept 18—Triumphest 2018, hosted by the Triumph

18 Aug 18—Cars & Coffee Westport, 8-11 AM, at West-

Twin Chimneys Blvd, O’Fallon, MO, 8-10 AM.
port Plaza.

Travelers Sports Car Club in Sacramento, CA; joint
TTSCC in California’s gold country in celebration of the
club’s 60th anniversary. Info and online registration available at http://triumphest2018.org.

19 Aug 18—SCCA Autocross No. 7, at Gateway Motorsports Park. Registration from 7 to 8:15 AM, $40 for
SCCA members, $40 plus $15 weekend membership for
non-members.

27-30 Sept 18—2018 6-Pack TRials, at Fontana Dam,

NC. Celebrating the 50th anniversary of the TR250. Info
on lodging, registration and the planned drive over The
Tail of the Dragon at www.6-pack.org.

25 Aug 18—Cars & Coffee/Gateway Classics, 1237
Central Park Dr, O’Fallon, IL, 9 AM-12 noon. Info (618)
271-3000.

h

Oct 18—5 Annual SLTOA Fall Colours Drive, details

3 Sept 18—Cruising for the Cure MDA fundraiser car

to follow.

18 Nov 18—6th Annual SLTOA Veterans Run, details to

show, Museum of Transportation, 2933 Barrett Station Rd,
10
AM-2
PM.
Monitor
https://
transportmuseumassociation.org.

7 Dec 18—Annual SLTOA Christmas Party, Missouri

8 Sept 18—Manchester Homecoming Car Show, Paul

follow.

A. Schroeder Park, 10:30 AM-3 PM. $15 registration day
of the show, show vehicles enter through the back of the
park off Sulphur Spring Rd to St Joseph Lane.

Athletic Club-West, details to follow. Niitakayama Nobore.

7-11 Oct 19— VTR National ‘19, hosted by the Hill Country Triumph Club of the Greater Austin, Texas area, more
to follow.

15 Sept 18—6th Annual Chesterfield Community
Church Cruise-In, 14647 Ladue Rd at Olive, 3 PM to 7

PM. Open to all classics, customs, hot rods, exotics, special-interest vehicles and motorcycles. Food available
from Kettlehut’s Smokehouse, music by Surrender Dorothy.

8 Jul 18—Gateway Autocross Association Events 3
& 4, Family Arena, St Charles. Info and registration at
www.gatewayautox.com.

14 Jul 18—JAGSL Birthday Party, at the Missouri Athletic

4-8 Oct 18—24th Annual United States RoadRallyTM
Challenge, hosted by the St Louis Region SCCA. Cele-

Club-Downtown, 405 Washington Ave, in the Crystal
Room. Starts at 11:30 AM, cash bar throughout the event,
$35 per person. Please RSVP by 10 July to John and
Meg Sippel at john@sippel.pro.

brating sports cars and rallying with four diverse events:
Tulips by Night Divisional Touring Rally, Thursday 4
Oct; Kaskaskia Trails National Course Rally, Friday
5 Oct; Le Petit Rallye du Rocher National Touring
Rally, Sat 6 Oct; and Monopoly Redux Divisional
GTA Rally, Sun 7 Oct. Banquet follows Saturday’s
event. Registration at motorsportreg.com, more to follow.

15 Jul 18—BSCC Autocross No. 5. Show around 9:3010 AM, six runs for $35. For more information contact
Racer Steve at sshab@yahoo.com.
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SLTOA

2nd Annual Aces & Eights Poker Run Rally
Sunday 26 August
(Drizzle? We ride...Threatening weather? Backup date is 2 September)

Meet at Ferris Park, Ballwin, 9-9:30 AM
Join us for a fun day of 48 miles of winding country roads (no gravel),
good friends new and old and great cars.
First car rolls at 10 AM, multiple stops along the way; teams will pick up one playing card at each stop; at
the final stop for lunch, each team’s hand will be revealed.

Best hand takes the grand prize of $100 (tie-breaker is a cut of the cards), Worst hand receives a runner-up prize. Numerous consolation prizes will be awarded in various categories.

Open to all cars/clubs
Event entry fee: “Players,” $15 pre-registration, $20 at the start point, includes lunch (hot dogs, chips),
music and prizes.
To register contact Steven Zantop at stevenzantop@hotmail.com (314)686-5863 or
Steve Moore at myredtr6@sbcglobal.net 314)249-7401. Email preferred

https://jimhoewka.wixsite.com/trials2018
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Saturdays Under the
Bonnet

Meeting—25 June 2018
Want to see Triumph owners run? Walk inside the
venue on meeting night (in
this case, the Lazy River
Grill on Big Bend) and announce, “Thunderstorm inbound, you may want to put
the tops up on your cars.”
BOOM, five or six people
went flying out the door.
Despite the best efforts of
three others, John Lamberg
couldn’t get the new top on
his Spit6 fully latched but he
accepted the circumstances:
“Well, at least the inside will
get cleaned out.” The skies
opened up a couple of
minutes later.

By Andy Stark
Good evening all. I hope all of you
are well. Life is determined to keep
me out of the garage the last few
weeks.
I was able to get the Spitfire out
for a bring your toy car work day. It
was the longest drive the car has
had in a couple years. It ran well
until the last few miles. The electric
fan thermal switch decided to stop
working and the car got pretty hot
as I pulled into my neighborhood.
This is the third switch that has
failed since I restored the car. I
need to find a new brand.. So now it
sits again waiting on me to buy new
parts and get it back on the road.
Other than that I am constantly
working on and packing up my
house in preparation to move later
this year. The bulk of what I am
packing is car related. I need to get
rid of stuff next year. My collection
of Spitfire stuff is way out of control.
Expect a barn sale in the future.
LOL
I am really excited that the club
added a drive to the winery on the
24th of June. Looked like it was a
great time. Thank you Steve Moore
for setting it up. It looked like a
great time.
Upcoming events look fun as
well. Next meeting and event will
be the annual Sweat fest at John
Lamberg's. Always a good time and
yes normally hot. The Poker Run
(Aces & Eights) is coming in August. Steve Zantop is putting a lot of
effort into this event. I sure it will be
a great time. I believe Steve has a
bit of work to do on his pretty Black

March 18, 2018

(Continued on page 30)

In observing the proceedings, one of the restaurant
employees asked the pertinent question: “How many
people does it take to put the
top up on a British
car?” (Rsp: “Well, let me tell
you…”).
Anyway, despite the deluge and pre-meeting circus,
another good gathering for
St Louis’ TR faithful, with 17
in attendance. The usual pre-formalities small talk took place, including one proposal to
form a synchronized drinking team while at another table, the talk turned to sports: “You
any good at golf?” “No, I’m just out there to enjoy the game.” Rsp: “And, the more strokes,
the more you enjoy the game, right?”
With Prez Andy out of town, Vice President Creig Houghtaling assumed the conn, a role
for which he was more than qualified (he’s probably one of the members in the club who’s
held every office…at least once). He initiated the proceedings at 7 PM with introductions,
starting with new member Steve Hoskin who’s restoring his father’s TR3. At one time his
dad was the Triumph dealer in Jefferson City; he raced in the SCCA through 1972. Steve
said he hoped to have the car finished and running by the end of this year. Super longterm plans? Run The Great Race.
Felix and Rosemary Frye own a 1955 MG TF (“It’s a little sick right now”), which they
drove in May’s Spring Drive/BBQ/Royal Wedding Celebration. Mike Dorsey made his first
meeting in about a year; he owns and drives a ’63 Spitfire 4 MkI.
Segueing into old business, many and multitudinous accolades to Steve and Maria
Moore for said “awesome” and “extremely well done” Spring Drive/BBQ. Summaries of
other recent events including the Boeing autocross series, Cars & Coffee and Friday
nights at the Sonic in Kirkwood followed.
Maria followed up with the treasurer’s report, announcing a balance of $1969.38. She
noted four new memberships or renewals during the previous month and added budget
discussions continue, including talk about increasing the account reserve. As of meeting
night, the club was on track to maintain a reserve of $1000.
First up in the new business category, a reminder of July’s annual SweatFest at John
Lamberg’s place. Based on last years’ experience, it’s going to be hot, so everyone was
advised to plan accordingly. John reminded the attendees to bring a side dish or desert,
and please “…go easy on the cookies.”
Concerning September’s All British Car & Cycle Show, while the club still needs a chair
and co-chair for the food concession, four members volunteered to serve on the committee; Stephen Paur said he’d set up an initial meeting to get the planning process going,
start the sign-up sheet, etc. He added as more get involved, the smoother the operation;

(Continued on page 9)
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Spring Drive & BBQ—19 May
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Spring Drive & BBQ continued
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TRs in Print
The editors of Thoroughbred & Classic Cars have released a new issue in their “Driven” series,
featuring our favorite British conveyance, simply titled “Triumph TR.” The subtitle—”All the Greats,
From the TR2 to the TR7 V8,” pretty much sums up the contents.
Each model warrants at least two pages, with background information and comments by the owners
of the individual cars along with comments by the editors and the occasional celebrity, such as the
JM legendary Paddy Hopkirk.
There are also presentations on a number of variants or unique models, including the Swallow
Doretti; ex-works TR3, TR4 and TR7 rally cars; the Jabbeke Highway TR2 record car driven by Ken
Richardson; the Triumph Fury (oh man, talk about short-sighted management and a lost opportunity!); a TR5 Dove fastback; and one of the surviving Coca Cola TR7s. Finally, a couple of good driving stories thrown into the mix. At $13.99, the magazine’s a tad pricy, even for a British sports car
pub, but it present a lot of good information and some great color photography. We expect most Triumph faithful t we expect most Triumph faithful will justify the expense. This mag should be in your
LBC library.
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Hooked for Life
By Kathy Kresser

Don shared the
details about his
purchase
and
enjoying the ride,
“In the summer of
1978, I worked in
a paper mill taking
all the double
shifts I could pull.
My treat for the
work was a blue
Triumph TR250 Don’s TR250 in Zanesville, August 1978. Phoadvertised in the to: Don Hiscock
local newspaper.
I probably overpaid for it at $825, but it was great fun! It was only ten years
old, almost new by modern standards. However, in the Midwest it was near the end of its life. The frame was severely
corroded where the semi-trailing arms attached. The body
work looked good in dark blue and the trim was nice, but the
lower parts of the body panels were flapping in the breeze. A
major concern was the damage to the crankshaft thrust bearings. The noise from deep in the engine indicated it could blow
at any point. I really liked the car and still have a fondness for
TR250s, but it was beyond my ability to restore at that point.

Catch them early, hook them for life. Don Hiscock of Richmond Heights, Missouri, will testify to that statement. He
bought his first Triumph in 1978 and owns a Triumph today.
He is proud of that fact, as well he should be.
Don and I emailed each other and assembled the following
summary of his relationship to the Triumph marque from his
time as a child to the restoration of his TR3B. Let’s enjoy the
ride.
Don blames his Triumph ownership on a few key people.
While living in Zanesville, in Southeastern Ohio, at the age of
12-13, his neighbor, Bill Schindler, was a gear head engineer.
Bill had a moldy Porsche 356 in grey primer with “Grey Ghost”
spray painted on the body. Bill also had several Fiberfab dune
buggies on Volkswagen pans. Don felt it was a treat whenever
Bill’s garage door was open, an invitation to help turn wrenches.
Perhaps the biggest influence from Bill would be the sharing
of Sports Car Graphic magazine. I pulled one of these old
magazines from my husband’s collection and was impressed
by the number, intensity and technical detail of the articles
ranging from the latest imported sports cars to rallies to racing
competitions to do-it-yourself kits.

My first job after graduation was in Columbus, Ohio. One of
my colleagues was a British car fan who had owned a Morgan.
He mentioned that someone who worked upstairs was a Triumph guy. I found that guy, Tom Householder of Lancaster,
Ohio, an honorary lifetime, founding member of TRA, the
same person who ten years earlier put a handwritten note on
the parts department bulletin board of Ernie Harter’s Triumph
dealership saying, ‘Let’s star a car club.’ The COCTRA club
(Central Ohio Center of TRA) remains alive and well today.
Tom looked at the TR250, shook his head, and said it was not
worth it. Tom talked about the simplicity and durability of the
earlier side screen Triumph cars. I started thinking about an
earlier Triumph.”

Don’s comments about the magazine: “I have the old issues and re
-read them on occasion. It was a
terrific magazine. It had a real
sense of humor and classic titles
such as ‘The Smell of the Crowd,
the Roar of the Brats’ referring to
the Can-Am at Elkhart Lake (the
Canada America race series for
Group 7 category race cars). It was
a good article on the race, too. The
magazine covered SCCA (Sports
Car Club of America) racing and it
was a treat to read about Group
44. Group 44 was a successful
January 1966 Sports Car road racing group started by legGraphic.
Source: Auto endary race car driver, Bob Tullius.
Archives.
The group raced from the ‘60s
through the ‘80s. Those articles
and the Quaker State ads showing the Group 44 cars gave
me an appreciation for the Triumph marque; that is probably
where my interest started.

Don attended a COCTRA meeting and saw TS1 (the first
TR2) as a rusty pile in the garage of Joe Richards of Lancaster, Ohio, an honorary lifetime, founding member of TRA. In
the summer of 1981, Tom told Don about a TR3B for sale. He
provided the telephone number for Jeff Zimmerman of Whitehall, Ohio, an honorary lifetime, founding member of TRA, who
bought the 3B and wanted to flip the sale. The deal was done.
He has owned the TR3B, TSF2021 since August, 1981.
Don commented
on the condition of
the TR3B, “It was
solid, but not pretty.
The color was a
nasty metallic medium
green
with
pounds of body filler
used on the apron
and inner fenders. I
drove the car for
about two or three
years before it was
parked under a
Don and his bud Dave head out for a spin, tarp. The odometer
Columbus, Ohio, Autumn 1981. Photo indicated
I
put
courtesy of Don Hiscock
6,000 miles on it. It

It was uncommon to see a British sports car in Zanesville in
the ‘60s – maybe an MG, a Jaguar and sometimes a Triumph.
There was a faded maroon TR4 parked at a big brick house
that I passed often. I dreamed of owning that car. It is a small
world because in my last year of college at Miami University,
an underclassman in the house where I lived showed up with
exactly that TR4! He had no idea about the Zanesville connection. Triumphs are like that, though, and probably most of us
can tell similar stories of cars encountered again over a period
of years.”
Spending his entire savings to buy a ’68 Triumph TR250
(CD7907L) as his first car was rationalized by his father by
noting, “At least you don’t spend it at the bar.” Don enjoys
sharing a piece of advice from his father, as true today as
back then: “If you’re going to make a trip to the bank, you
might as well enjoy the ride.”

(Continued on page 8)
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Hooked for Life (Continued from page 7)

amount of work on the instruments, interior, cooling system,
weather equipment and other odds and ends. Mark Macy and
his team at Macy’s Garage in Tipp City, Ohio, rebuilt the engine and transmission, upgrading to 87mm liners and pistons,
fast road cam and period overdrive. John Mangles of All British
Car Repair in Overland, Missouri, did the body work, paint and
chassis. No real surprises in the restoration process, just methodically putting parts back together and writing checks.”

did not seem like that much, but the miles go by quickly in a
TR.”
After moving
to a house with
a garage, Don
was able to
address a few
issues with the
car. “I was concerned
about
taking the car
off the road, but
had no idea it
would be thirty
years later beEveryone appreciates a good project, right? fore it was beDon’s TR3 after 20 years in the barn. Photo: Don ing
driven
Hiscock
again.
The
carburetors
were within my skill range at the time. One thing led to another and before I knew it, the car was in pieces. The damaged
inner wings were beyond my skill and budget. The car spent
the rest of my time in Columbus in the garage on blocks. I
restored the small parts as time allowed. In the days of predigital cameras, I took copious notes about where things
came off and how they went together.” A move to St. Louis in
1989 saw the TR being stored in Tom Householder’s barn in
Lancaster, Ohio.

Don told me he appreciates the legroom in a TR for a 6’ 6”
driver. “During the restoration, the body was modified to allow
the driver’s seat runners to extend farther back than normal
giving more legroom. This modification was a bit more complicated for my post-60,000 body shell, but very much worth it.”
Another delight of owning the TR is the simplicity and durability as explained to him by Tom Householder earlier in his
life. Don jokes that a side screen TR is about as complicated
as a garden tractor. “I keep my car as stock as possible so that
the original service manuals and maintenance instructions are
correct for my car.”
In closing he says it best, “Driving a TR on a winding, wooded road is as much fun today as it was when I got the car thirty
-seven years ago.”

Fast forward twenty years as life and Don’s career took
priority until 2009. Finally time to do something about the TR.
Unsurprisingly, the car hadn’t restored itself while squirreled
way in the bottom level of a one-hundred-year-old-barn.
“Thankfully, most of it was still there. Even the small parts I
had restored and packaged in plastic. Nearly everything that
went into the barn came back except for the original radiator –
likely stolen by scrappers rummaging through the barn situated close to the road. A few gauges and switches were missing in action, but they have been replaced with period originals from Tom’s collection and I am optimistic they will be
found and returned to the car someday. Basically, 90% of the
original car was recovered.

The finished car! All photos provided by Don came from his
book, Triumph TR3B—TSF202L from 1962, 1981-2017. St
Louis: By the author, 2017. This article originally appeared
in the Triumph Register of America newsletter.

I did far less of the restoration than I intended. The demands of work dictated that it would be years. I did a fair

BSCC Autocross No. 4—24 June 2018
Slow Roller
Racing Team
Results—
24 Jun 18
Family Arena, St Charles

Driver
Houghtaling
Moore
Decker

Car
96 Corvette C-4
71 TR6
76 Midget

Summary—Lest you were wondering, yes, it gets bloody hot out on the pavement at

the Family Arena; someone could probably make a lot of money offering up a bottled
water concession. Yet, the team members persevere, throwing themselves at the Boeing courses with great abandon (and, in the case of the lone ’Vette, undoubtedly with
the A/C going full blast).
Four events in, last season’s Rookie of the Year Allen Decker is holding onto his leaf.
However, the lineup for our next event is rather large sooo, we’ll have to see who’s at
the top of the heap next month. Next event: Sunday 24 June.

Class
B Stock
F Stock Prepared
HS

Overall
Finish
41st
52nd
55th
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Indexed Time
49.942
53.715
57.592

Standings (Total Events: 4)
1. Decker
34
2. Moore
29
3. Houghtaling
20
4. Morgan
9
5. Guinness
8
Dix
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Military Order of the Purple Heart Service Foundation
Annandale, Virginia

Dear Members of the St Louis Triumph Owners Association,
On behalf of the veterans we serve, thank you for your very generous donation to the Military Order of the Purple Heart Service
Foundation.
Your sponsorship and the proceeds it will generate will help fund the services and programs we offer all veterans in need. Programs such as MOPH National Service Program, which operates a nationwide network of 75 offices throughout the United
States—including Alaska and Hawaii, and the territories of Puerto Rico and Guam. Last year our National Service Officers resolved over 18,074 claims for veterans and their dependents obtaining over $210 million in VA benefits, submitted over 12,000
new claims, processed 286 appeals, appeared at 77 hearings and made 2,057 outreach visits to Vet Centers, Hospitals and MOPH
Chapters. These numbers do not reflect the contacts and visits made by MOPH volunteer Department and Chapter Service Officers. To learn more about our organization, please visit our website at www.purpleheartfoundation.org.
The MOPH Service also provides expert legal opinions and representation for veterans before the Board of Veterans Appeals
(BVA) and the Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims (CAVC). MOPH represents any veteran regardless of membership or affiliation. The MOPH does not accept any government funds; rather we rely on the generosity of donors such as you.
Sincerely,
William A. Wroolie
Chairman of the Board

Minutes (Continued from page 4)
100 miles ago, including new electronics, so that wasn’t the
problem. Further investigation revealed a tear in the carb diaphragm; replace it with a “new” 20-to-30-year-old diaphragm
solved the problem. Felix Frye said he’d had to deal with debris in the TF’s gas tank, got it cleaned out, end of problem.
SLP noted he still had an old canister-style oil filter in his TR6
and planned to write up removal and replacement procedures
for the Notes.

Steve Moore seconded the comment, stating the concession
pretty much runs itself, but the committee would still serve a
valuable purpose.
Continuing, Steve announced a 26 August date for the club’s
2nd annual Poker Run, with Steve Zantop doing up the route.
The event is open to all cars/drivers/clubs in the region and
we’ll publicize as such; a flyer, suitable for handing out at car
shows/cruises/etc will go out next week. Expect more discussions and planning at the July meeting (question from Stephen
Paur: “Can I get a better hand this year?”).

Creig discussed his current BIG project, conversion to LED
dash lights. He noted the lights offered by Moss Motors were
pretty pricey, but other places sell them, including SuperBike,
which offers the lights for about $6-8 apiece. He ordered six
different styles of bases/mounts for the LEDs with prices running from $1-3, stay tuned for more info on which base/LED
combinations worked. From there, the discussion devolved
into general commentary on Triumph lighting.

Next up, the 23 June drive to Cedar Lake Cellars in Wright
City, in association with the MG club. Steve said he’d checked
out the route, all bridges were in place (laughter from the
floor). The clubs would get preferential parking at the winery,
on the levee around the lake, first come, first served (comment
from the floor: “The rest of us park in the lake?”).

Maria finished the formal (?) portion of the gathering information on t-shirts for the new members (and old members
too). She said she’d talk with the club’s preferred vendor and
get the information out.

Creig then had the secretary talk up November’s 6th annual
Veteran’s Run. The last Boeing Sports Car Club autocross of
the season is scheduled for 4 November, so the secy said
we’d do the drive on Sunday, 11 November, Veterans Day…
except, as one member pointed out, the formal reopening of
the Veteran’s Museum downtown was scheduled for the 11th.
Hence, the drive will
take place on 18 November.

The meeting closed out at 7:45 PM. Our thanks to the staff
of the Lazy River Grill, in particular our servers Jamie and Tina.

Following brief reminders of this year’s
Christmas party (on 7
December) and February ‘19’s Polar Bear
Drive, the talk shifted
to things technical.
John Lamberg said his
Spit6 was running fine
and then suddenly
started
to
sputter.
He’d rebuilt the top half
of the engine about
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Tech Session!
The weekend of 5 May, Dave Massey and a few of the boys started the process of putting
the Massey’s TR6 back together. Dave described the process thusly: “We started at 9 AM
with the bare frame, brake and fuel lines. By 3 PM, we had the engine, transmission, differential and front and rear suspension installed.” The following day, Sunday, the body went
back on the car.
As anyone who participated in the 23 June drive to Cedar Lake Cellars will attest, the
now reassembled 6 runs quite well, thank you!
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Negative Camber

by the editor

One positive and, regrettably,
one probable negative this month.

passion – we’ll get opportunities periodically to teach younger
drivers the joys of the stick shift.

On the plus side, a few of us
have regularly commented about
the dearth of new cars available
with a manual transmission; what
with preponderance of automatics
these days, a lot of people flat out get all confused when faced
with a stickshift. In fact, jokes have made the rounds about
manuals being the perfect anti-theft device (don’t laugh; there
are stories out there).

And now the negative. Without going political, about those
tariffs…(and we are not political here in the Notes. Oh, I have
opinions just like everyone else, but the main reasons I’m in
SLTOA are a—the friendships, and b—the cars…and getting
information out about same).

Full disclosure: my primary daily driver and event camera
car is an automatic and yes, what with my 41-mile daily commute back and forth across the Poplar Street Bridge, it’s pretty
handy. And yes, I’ve occasionally used the Kia as a backup at
the monthly BSCC autocrosses, particularly back when the
TR8 sustained its traditional/annual season-ending mechanical issue.
Regret to say, when I took driver’s ed at Red River HS in
Grand Forks, North Dakota, we only had one session with a
manual transmission car, a VW Beetle; IIRC the rest of the
road training took place in a Chevy Impala. Still, you’ve gotta
start somewhere and, interestingly enough, I finally mastered
the manual transmission at our subsequent assignment, Tucson/Davis-Monthan AFB, Arizona, using my dad’s ’63 Beetle
convertible (short version of the process: he walked into my
room one day, tossed the VeeDub’s keys at me and directed,
“Learn or die.” I learned…).
The main point is, dating back to high school, I’ve primarily
owned and driven vehicles with manual transmissions. From
the time I left for college at the University of New Mexico in
August 1972 in my 1965 Corvair Monza 140, all but four of my
vehicles have had manuals. That covers a span of xxx cars in
the last 46 years; as it stands now, when it comes time to retire the Kia, I’ll look for something with a manual.
Obviously, in a club like ours, everyone can drive a stick,
right? Unfortunately, there’s still that nagging concern about
the younger drivers that we’re trying to attract into our sports/
special interest clubs. Well, there might just be hope, as presented in Autoblog by Joel Stocksdale back in April (“Honda
program teaches young drivers to use manual transmission”).
Wrote Stocksdale,

Be advised the tariffs the government’s implementing may
very well hit us in the collectible car market. Mark Hyman put
the initial word out locally in a 13 June email, followed by an 18
June article by Daniel Strohl in Hemmings Daily (“Proposed
tariffs on imported cars could halt all international collector car
trade”). By that point I figured the situation had better come to
the attention of the SLTOA faithful…and, in proof that sick
minds do think alike, right about the same time my fellow LBC
editor over at The Jaguar’s Growl, Matthew Johnson, pushed
the alert to the members of the Jaguar Association of Greater
St Louis (you can call up the newsletter and read Matthew’s
column at www.jagstl.com).
Strohl wrote in opening,
A proposed set of U.S. tariffs on imported cars and
parts that has already drawn the ire of the global auto
industry has now attracted the attention of the collector
car market, with some observers warning of repercussions ranging from price increases to limited restoration
parts availability to the termination of the international
collector car trade.
As per usual when dealing with a large bureaucracy like a
government (or governments), confusion reigns. Apparently,
last month the Department of Commerce floated the proverbial
trial balloon of increasing tariffs on imported vehicles and imported vehicle parts, per Stuart Gosswein with the Specialty
Equipment Market Association (SEMA), “…to determine (their)
effects on national security.” To this point, no specifics nor
separation between new and old cars, but the tariffs could increase the cost of cars and parts by as much as 25 percent.
Strohl quoted Mark Hyman’s statement extensively:
“When you have a two, three, four, five percent tariff
on a car or a part, you might be able to pass that cost
along to the customer,” he said. “But a 25 percent increase in anything… that’s not something you pass on.
Basically it means you stop imports altogether. It has
the potential to stop international trade in the vintage
car industry.”

With the manual transmission becoming less common as time goes on, there are fewer opportunities to
learn how to use it and subsequently order a car with
one. In response to this, Honda hosted an experience
in the Los Angeles area near Angeles Crest Highway
called "Shifting Gears." There Honda brought out a
bunch of its own manual-equipped cars to teach people
how to use a manual transmission.
I drove the Angeles Crest Highway several times when I was
stationed in SoCal with the Navy about 30 years ago, not sure
I’d use it as a training ground for manual transmission education, but hey…Actually, the Honda program starts the young
drivers on the flats in something appropriate like a Civic, and
the takes the somewhat more experienced drivers for a run up
on the Crest. Hagerty Insurance runs a similar program, the
Hagerty Driving Experience, where “…local classic car owners
taught young drivers how to drive stick on those very classics.”
Obviously, Honda’s hoping to generate sales and I wish the
corporation the best. Hopefully, as part of our “youth movement” – both as a club and in the larger context, as a hobby/

The repercussions wouldn’t stop there, he said: The
tariffs would also choke the supply of restoration parts
(“Even for domestic cars, you know where all the restoration parts are made?” he asked), and other countries
would most likely retaliate with their own tariffs, effectively killing off collector car exports. Hyman estimated
that as much as 50 to 70 percent of his business consists of buying cars from overseas or selling cars from
overseas.
These proposed tariffs would only serve to harm the
countless individuals and independent businesses who
buy, sell, restore and transport cars.
Besides SEMA, several major concours organizers, auction
houses, and other major imported car dealers are, to put it
mildly, up in arms. The biggest thing is this: as of yet, no one
seems to know the details, because there aren’t any details,

(Continued on page 12)
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Negative Camber (Continued from page 11)

Octane, etc. Somewhere down the line I’d love to buy a car
that isn’t readily available here in the states, such as a Triumph Dolomite Sprint (we’ll save the discussion about finding
a mechanic who can work on that SOHC/16-valve engine for
some other time) or even something really off the wall, like a
first generation ‘70s Ford Capri 2.6L (yup, the “European Mustang,” sold here as a Mercury). Let’s say I turn up an example of either going for, oh, £15,995. Factor in the exchange
rate and the price would be about $21,136, plus the cost of
shipping the vehicle across the Atlantic. Add in a 25 percent
tariff and the price spikes to $26,420 or thereabouts. Would it
be worth it? Hard to say and again, parts for either car – particularly model-specific parts – would also go up.

just proposals and speculation. Gosswein rated the national
security implication as “questionable,” and Hyman bluntly commented, “…clearly, the importation of classic and collectible
vehicles has absolutely no impact on our national security.”
Putting a giant duty on antique cars is ridiculous, it’s
crazy, but it’s also very very possible because the collector car market is not visible to lawmakers,” he said.
“They don’t understand the vast scope of it and the importance of it on the international trade level. They don’t
see how much impact it would have on so many industries.

According to Strohl’s article, the Department of Commerce
has 270 days to finish the investigative process and announce
any new tariffs. While the period for public comment concluded on 20 June, public hearings will take place over 19-20 July
in Washington DC. In the meantime, you can read the proposal at https://www.regulations.gov/docket?D=DOC-20180002); I intend to take a look in advance of the Federal hearings.

Let me put it this way: if this goes through, parts for my Kia –
and your VW, or BMW, or Volvo – will increase by 25 percent
or thereabouts. If there is no exception for used and collectible
cars, such as our Triumphs, parts will increase by 25 percent.
By the way – and Matthew picked up on this, as did others, I
expect – a lot of foreign cars are now built in plants here in the
states? Would the tariff go to the level of specifying models
subject to increased costs? Using the Kia Forte5 again as an
example, it’s built in the Republic of Korea; the company’s
plant in West Point, Georgia, turns out Sorrentos and Optimas,
which makes those particular models domestic, eh? But those
two models share parts and components with Fortes, Rios,
Sportages, etc. Who’s going to make the determination which
components are subject to the tariff? Spread this situation
across other circumstances, like BMW’s plant in Greer, South
Carolina (BMW X3 through X7), or Nissan’s factories in Smyrna and Decherd (engines), Tennessee, and Canton, Mississippi, and you’ll rapidly have a rat’s nest to sort out.

Whatever the developments, we’ll keep you advised. Just
stand by for possible heavy rolls…

Another example. I regularly read the classifieds in a number of British car magazines such as Classic & Sports Car,

On 16 June Carla and Rick Johnson –
parents of Growl editor Matthew Johnson
– put their 1961 Jaguar 3.8 Mk2 on display at the annual Naperville, Illinois, car
show, held downtown. According to the
Johnsons, while the show was heavily populated by American cars, four Triumphs showed up to wave the Union Jack, alongside
their Jaguar..half of which is apparently owned by Matthew (problem is, he’s not sure which half). In any event, our thanks to the
family for sending along the photo of the TR3 (note the Fiat 850 Spider to the rear; you don’t see too many these days…903cc
and 52 thundering horsepower) and Morris Minor.
At June’s meeting, new member Steve Hoskin introduced
himself and talked about the TR3 he’s restoring, which formerly belonged to his father. His dad sold Triumphs in Jefferson
City for years and raced the TR3 in SCCA events all over the
place.
Greg Rieman subsequently sent in this photo of the TR3’s
event board. The plaques include races at Indianapolis Raceway Park, IN; Lake Afton, KS; Salina (at the former Schilling
AFB), KS; Lawrenceville, IL (WWII Army airfield), War Bonnet,
OK;, Lake Garnett, OK; MidAmerica out by Wentzville; and
Independence, MO.
Quite a display for the TR corner, eh?
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Mentioned in Despatches
2018 Great Race
This year’s Great Race wrapped up on 1 July in Halifax, Nova Scotia (appropriately, on Canada Day), following an eightday drive from the Pierce Arrow Museum in Buffalo, New York.
The route took the 117 teams via Fairport, Cooperstown and
Troy, New York; Bennington and Burlington, Vermont; Mount
Washington, New Hampshire; Owls Head, Bangor and Bar
Harbor, Maine; Rothesday and Moncton, New Brunswick; and
Truro and Dartmouth, Nova Scotia.
Several LBCS made the race, including a Jaguar E-Type,
Sunbeam Alpine, Jensen Interceptor, Riley Speed Six, Sunbeam Talbot, a Jaguar saloon, MGA 1600, Aston Martin DB5
and yes, a Triumph: Joan Hagan and Steve Slaughter competed in a TR4.

ley, Keith Wallace and Rick McIntosh, ninth overall in their
1930 Ford Model A Speedster.
Kari Schives and Kaitlyn Stahl in a 1965 Mustang took the
Rookie Class for first-time competitors. The X-Cup Class,
which required a navigator under age 21, was taken for the
second year in a row by Tom Littrell and his team from Galax,
Virginia, running a 1959 Plymouth Belvedere. Scott Henderson, who’d used his Mustang to slow and stop the Buick hurtling down Mount Washington, received the Tom McRae Spirit
of the Event Award.
Next year’s Great Race runs from Riverside, California,
North to Tacoma, Washington, over 22-30 June and is already sold out. The LeMay Museum near downtown Tacoma
off I-5 will serve as the finish line. The route will take the
competitors via Lancaster, Victorville, Bishop, Grass Valley,
Chico, Eureka and Ukiah, California (incorporating a side run
through Gardnerville, Nevada); Brookings, Grants Pass,
Bend, Crater Lake and Hood River, Oregon; and Vancouver,
Olympia and Longview, Washington.
For more information on the this year’s competition, call up
www.greatrace.com/.

The Hagan/Slaughter TR4. Photo courtesy of The Great Race.
A total of 31 of the 117 teams which started the race failed to
finish, for various reasons. Yes, the pack ran into rain (in
Maine) and each evening several a few vehicles could be
found up on jacks for running repairs. The biggest excitement
came on day four, when a bunch of cars went to the top of the
Mount Washington and back. On the drive down, the brakes
on the 1955 Buick Estate wagon of Carl Schneider and Jack
Juratovic failed. Scott and Mallory Henderson, deriving a ’64½
Mustang, blocked the Buick and managed to get it stopped;
both cars were repaired in time to continue the event.
In the end, old
cars ruled; Hagan
and Slaughter in
the TR4 finished in
108th.
Jeff and
Eric Fredette, running in the Expert
class, took the
overall win in their
1933 Ford pickup;
they were the runners-up for the
2017 Great Race.
In second place/
first place Grand
Driving up Mount Washington with the Blue
Championship
Brothers...Photo via The Great Race.
Class (for previous race winners),
Jody Knowles and Beth Gentry in a 1932 Ford Cabriolet. The
winner’s in the Sportsman Class (ie, non-rookies, but not yet
eligible for Expert or Grand Champion status) were Brent Pow-
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Brabham BT62. Photo by Brabham via Car & Driver

Brabham staging a comeback…
Via Octane and Car & Driver magazines, Brabham is
back. The late Sir Jack Brabham’s youngest son, David Brabham, a former winner at Le Mans, serves as
the managing director. Paul Birch, formerly of Lotus
(Continued on page 14)

Welcome New Members!
Felix & Rosemary Frye
Washington, MO
1955 MG TF

St Louis Triumph Owners Association

Proud member club, St Louis Sports Car Council
www.stlscc.org

Despatches (Continued from page 13)
and Caterham, serves as the company’s engineering
director.
The BT62 will go into production for racing only, although the company’s probably going to follow with a
road-legal variant. The car’s mid-engine, rear-wheel
drive with a 5.4L V8 producing 700 bhp and 492 lb-ft of
torque and carbon/carbon 6-piston brakes front and
rear. The car will weigh about 2143 pounds, resulting in
a higher power-to-weight ratio than the McLaren Senna.
Production is scheduled for a facility in Adelaide; each
of the 70 cars will sell for about $1.4 million.
Jack Brabham and designer Ron Tauranac founded
Motor Racing Developments – Brabham – in 1960.
Brabhams subsequently competed at several levels of
open-wheel racing, including the Indianapolis 500 and
Formula A/Formula 5000. The first Formula 1 car, the
BT3, debuted at the 1962 German Grand Prix, Nűrburgring. The team’s first F1 came in the 1964 French
Grand Prix at Rouen on 28 June, with team driver Dan
Gurney taking the flag. In 1966, Jack Brabham took the
Formula 1 championship in the BT19 and BT20, after
scoring wins in France, England and the Netherlands.
Teammate Denny Hulme placed 4th. It marked the first
and only time an individual won an F1 crown in a car of

his own design and manufacture. Hulme took the championship the following year.
Jack Brabham retired from driving after the 1970 season and in 1971, Tauranac sold the team to Bernie Ecclestone. Nelson Piquet took the F1 championship in a
Brabham BT49C in 1981 and won again in a BT52/52B in
1983. Ecclestone sold the team in 1988; it went through
a couple of owners before leaving racing for good in
1992. The last F1 car was the BT60B, driven in the ’92
season by Eric van de Poele and Damon Hill.

Jack Brabham in the BT19, Silverstone, 1966. Photo via ABCAustralia.
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Under the Bonnet (Continued from page 4)
Spit before the run. Hope he gets it done in time. Great looking
car.
Then we have the All British Car Show in Sept. There is
some discussion this year about the concession stand. The
club officers had a meeting last week to discuss options for
this year's show. We will share info will everyone at the next
meeting. I want to thank the officers of the club for taking extra
time to work on this. It shows how dedicated they are to the
continued success of this event and our club.
Now a little soap box. I think our cars are great, but as we
know, they are virtually unknown to the new generation of gear
heads.
I think it is time for the us and other local British cars club to
look at getting involved in some of local non British clubs
and car shows.
We can pick a large local muscle car show and see if we can
get 20 or so British cars at the event. Maybe even hit up a
Tuner Car show.
Get these cars in front of younger people. I think it could be
better exposure than the Easter show. Our cars are plentiful
and relatively cheap compared to other hobby cars. For example, a fully restored Spit is not even 7k. That is cheap compared to a muscle or Tuner car. Exposure to the larger car
hobby is what they need. Even if the mainstream car guys
want to modify our cars beyond our comfort zone. At least the
cars will live on in some form.
Your thoughts are always welcome. See you at the meeting.
- Andy

CORRECTION

In the May-June issue, we credited the upper front page
photo to Steve Moore. John Moore actually took the shot,
along with several inside. Our apology for the mistake.
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SLTOA Classifieds
59

TR3A—W/ optional
hardtop, one owner, no title
but can be replaced. Mileage over 200,000, engine
turns but hasn’t been started in several years. Was
driven and well maintained
by my late father from 1959
to 1983, to the best of my knowledge all parts are present and
intact. Interior: anything a mouse can eat has been eaten
(which is most everything); body rusted through in some spots,
no major dents, few small scrapes, all glass, lamps and Plexiglas busted by vandals. Also have a 2008 Mazda MX-5 for
sale. In Belleville, call Ted Myhre (618)406-8022 or email tedmyhre@yahoo.com.
62

TR3A—In Florissant,
good driver, needs to go to
a good home! Asking
$15,000, for more details
contact David Bentley at
bentleyusa@earthlink.net,
call (314)991-2502 or check out his Facebook page (1705).

extra new carpet pieces. Too
many cars and not enough space,
need to sell. In Canton, IL (west
of Peoria), $3500, contact gwgks6631111373@sale.craigslist.org
(Craigslist) (1807)

80

TR7—Has 19,893 original
miles, runs and drives very good.
Really needs to be driven. New
tires, no cracks or tears in the vinyl
soft top, some small dents and
scratches here and there. Water
pump leaks a little when warmed
up. In Cooks Mills, IL (east of
Decatur), $4500 (price reduced), call or text (217)294-2541
(Craigslist) (1806)
For Sale—Original steel disc wheel and tire off a 1971 TR6

(spare tire), asking $200 OBO. Contact Darold Johnson (314)
835-8522 or at dlcejohn-son@gmail.com for more information
and photos (1705).

65 TR4A—Engine rebuilt

with hardened valve seats,
ceramic-coated manifolds,
rebuilt carbs. New aluminum radiator, rebuilt starter
and generator, spin-on oil
filter, new clutch, all
driveshaft needle bearings
replaced, differential rebuilt. Polyurethane bushings and new shocks at both ends,
new front springs. Dual stainless steel exhaust, new nickelcopper fuel and brake lines, brakes rebuilt. Much more, asking
$38,500 in St Louis (Hemmings)(1803)

68

GT6—Front end
damage, has wire wheels
w/ knock-offs. Must sell,
too many other projects.
Jefferson City, $2400,
email
hd3rj6621283544@
sale.craigslist.org
(Craigslist)(1804)

Best of Craigslist
76

TR6—
Frame off restoration including photo album and all
documentation
included. 350
SBC 350 turbo
tranny.
Show
quality
head
turner!
Appraised
for
$25,000. Text
or leave message, Jeff Wilson (618)572-0781. In Sims, IL
(east of Mt Vernon) (Craigslist) (1807)

Need a Missouri inspection sticker for your Triumph?

74 TR6—62,172 miles,

paint about a year old;
replaced the top, master
cylinder, rear wheel cylinders, front brake pads,
clutch cylinder, coolant
hoses and rebuilt the
carbs. Car is in great
shape, come take a look
and make an offer. Price reduced from $11,000 to $9950. In
Festus, call Darrell (314)223-2959 (Craigslist)(1807)

79 Spitfire 1500—Car runs well, top, tonneau cover and

Www.inspectionsticker.net
Starting at $20.00

boot cover all excellent, interior and carpet very good. Have

SLTOA’s on Facebook!

SLTOA Blog: News, commentary, events, opinion

Www.facebook.com/home.php?
sk=group_134416339926824&ap=1

and seasoned immaturity. Www.sltoa.org/blog/
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Next Meeting:
Tuesday 17 July 2018
The one...the only...the legendary...

John Lamberg’s
14148 Cross Trails Dr
Chesterfield
Bring a side dish and your
preferred libation, park in the
back yard

And Finally...
Dang...and I was getting
ready to install one in my
TR...

EB Enterprises—

Flux Capacitor
Part #121 G
Gigawatts: 1.21
Material compatibility:
plutonium
This item is not available for
purchase
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