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The Bear Wins
RoundS 1 & 2
SLTOA leadership demand
a rematch!
Event rescheduled for Sunday, 24 February

Dues are
Due
1

See the “Membership Information,”
back 3
of this issue
See page

Calendar
19 Feb 19—Monthly SLTOA meeting,

21 Feb 19—MG Club of St Louis RUBCO, 9:30 AM at Chris’

24 Feb 19—Rescheduled SLTOA Polar Bear Run. Traditional kick-off event for

23 Feb 19—Coffee, Coffee & Cars, at Just Jags, 8-10 AM.

19 Mar 19—Monthly SLTOA meeting,

16 Mar 19—JAGSL Driving Tour to Elephant Rocks
State Park and High Valley Angus Ranch. Meet at

Pancake & Dining, 5980 Southwest Ave, St Louis.

Lazy River Grill, 631 Big Bend Rd, Ballwin.

23 Feb 19—Caffeine & Chrome, at Gateway Classic Cars,

the driving/show season, see pg 3.

1237 Central Park Dr, O’Fallon, IL, 8:30 AM– Noon.

Letty Lou’s Café, 17209 New College Ave,
Wildwood.

sort, Pottsboro, Texas. This year’s event salutes the debut of the Wedge 45 years ago. Information available at
http://redrivertriumphclub.org/2019-registration-home/.

St Louis Bread Co, MO 21/Tesson Ferry & Kennerly (two
blocks west of I-270), first car off at 9 AM. Figure on 45
minutes at the state park, then a short dash over to Ironton
for a private buffet lunch at Baylee Joe’s BBQ. After lunch,
an optional drive to the High Valley Angus Ranch for a tour
and, weather permitting, hayride. There will be a $5 per
car entry fee, plus $15 for lunch; all fees collected at
BreadCo during registration, please bring cash. Please
RSVP to either Jim Hendrix at lhendrix@curtispack.com
(314)406-5412 or Phil Taxman at ssjagman@aol.com
(314)761-5913.

4-5 May 19—17th Annual Kastner Cup, at Buttonwillow

23 Mar 19—Last Coffee, Coffee & Cars of the season at

21 Apr 19—MG-Triumph Challenge X for the British
th
Leyland Trophy, in association with the 58
Annual
Forest Park Easter Concours d’Elegance, hosted
by the Horseless Carriage Club of Missouri. On the Muny
upper lot, see page 3 and get those Triumphs ready.

24-27 Apr 19—South Central VTR, at Tanglewood Re-

Raceway, Buttonwillow, California, northwest of Bakersfield. Info at www.kaskastner.com/kastnercup.html.

Just Jags, 8-10 AM.

23 Mar 19—28th Annual British Car Day, hosted by the

12-13 Sept 19—Triumphest, “Better Together in Santa

British Motoring Club of New Orleans, at Delgado Community College, 615 City Park Ave, NOLA. Details to follow,
monitor www.bmcno.org.

Maria,” California, hosted by

the

Southern California Triumph Owners Association
(SCTOA) and the Triumph Register of Southern California
(TRSC). The host hotel is the Radisson-Santa Maria,
guaranteed $129-per-night plus tax event room rate. For
more details, call up https://triumphest2019.com.

31 Mar 19—First BSCC autocross of the season, Family
Arena, St Charles, show about 9:30 AM. To get on the
event mailing list or for additional information, contact Racer Steve at sshab@yahoo.com.

21 Sept 19—38th All British Car & Cycle Show, Creve

12-14 Apr 19—”Luau in the Lou!” SCCA Midwest Divi-

Coeur Lake Park, 13450 Marine Ave. Sponsored by the
MG Club of St Louis, with SLTOA providing the food concession. Details including featured marque/model to follow, monitor https://allbritishcarshow.com.

sion majors club racing, hosted by the St Louis Region
SCCA. At Gateway Motorsports Park, monitor https://
roadracing.stlscca.org.

13 Apr 19—Annual Meridian Village Car Show , #27

3-6 Oct 19—TRials/6-Pack National Meeting, at the

Auerbach Place, Glen Carbon. Registration 10 AM-Noon,
dash plaques to the first 50 cars, trophies voted by the
residents. Food sales proceeds and entry fee go to the
Lutheran Senior Services Benevolent Fund. For info,
email Tammy Williams at tammy.williams@LSSLiving.org.

Sheraton West Chalet Hotel St Louis, Westport. The
event will include drives of scenic two-lane roads including stops at wineries and other venues, plus a Route 66
tour. For information call up https://ckeefe4.wixsite.com/6
-packtrial2019/
or
contact
Kevin
Blume
at
KBlume1@gmail.com. Updates will get posted on Facebook at www.facebook.com/events/2065984406955406/.

20 Apr 19—JAGSL Judge’s Training Seminar 2019,

hosted by Chief Judge Jim Hendrix and Co-Chief Judge
John Testrake. Starts at 11 AM, location and other details
TBA, monitor www.jagstl.com and the online Growl.

6-11 Oct 19—VTR National 2019, hosted by the Hill
Country Triumph Club of Austin, Texas, in Dripping
Springs, the heart of the Texas Hill Country. Scenic
drives filled with yucca, prickly pear, desert spoon and
wildflowers (not to mention a few cows along the way).
Plan on a unique food, beer and wine experience, plus a
run to Luckenbach, Texas. Registration now available at

21 Apr 19—58th Annual Forest Park Easter Concours
d’Elegance, hosted by the Horseless Carriage Club of

Missouri.
On the Muny upper lot, monitor http://
hccmo.com/easter-concours-delegance-2019/. The even
includes MG-Triumph Challenge X.

26-29 Apr 19—The Classic Motorsports Mitty Presented by Hagerty, Road Atlanta, Braselton, Georgia.

17 Feb 19—Gateway Healey Association Annual Valentine’s Day Dinner, 6:30 PM at CJ Muggs, 101 W

This year’s featured marque is Alfa Romeo, info at
www.themitty.com/.

Lockwood Ave, Webster Groves. Please RSVP to Marilyn
Salini at msalini73@gmail.com or call (314)277-2778 for
info and an invitation.

28 Apr 19—BSCC Autocross No. 2, Family Arena, St
Charles, show about 9:30 AM.

18 Feb 19—MG Club of St Louis Tech Session No. 2,

4 May 19—19th Annual Elsberry Classics on Wheels
Car Show, 9 AM-3 PM, Elsberry City Park (4th & Broad-

at Brookland’s Restorations, 9532 Lackland Rd, Overland,
covering ignition systems.

way). Registration: $20, 9 AM-Noon, judging Noon– 2 PM,
awards at 3 PM. Dash plaques to the first 75 cars regis-
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tered, for more info contact Michael
mshort17@hotmail.com or (636)577-2514.

Short

at

The Bear Awaits!
Annual Polar Bear Run

16-19 May 19—2019 Spring Vintage Festival, hosted

by the Sportscar Vintage Racing Association (SVRA), at
Road America, Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin. Monitor https://
svra.com/events/ and www.roadamerica.com.

18 May 19—JAGSL Road Rally, details TBA, monitor

Rescheduled

7-8 Jun 19—Greater Ozarks All British Car Day, on

Sunday, 24 February 2019

www.jagstl.com and the online Growl.

the square at Carthage, Missouri. Hosted by the Greater
Ozarks British Motoring Club. Dates tentative, monitor
http://carthagecarshow.com/.

8 Jun 19—JAGSL R&R Ranch Tour and Lunch. Come
out for a drive to and tour of the R&R Ranch, including
the ranch’s mini horse rescue barn and muscle car collection. Afterwards, a drive to Labadie for lunch at the Hawthorne Inn. Meet at 9 AM, details to follow.

14-16 Jun 19—Blackhawk Vintage Classic XXVII,

hosted by the Vintage Sports Car Drivers Association
(VSCDA) at Blackhawk Farms, South Beloit, IL. Races
include a one-hour endure for disabled American veterans, Spridget Race series, Dad’s Scramble Race and
more. Monitor www.vscda.org.

Yes, its that time again! The bear’s awake and
waiting for all who make the annual kick-off drive
of the season.
Open to all cars/clubs. Meet at 9:30 AM at the
State Farm parking lot in Columbia Center, behind
the McDonald’s on IL 3 in Columbia, Illinois (BTW,
if you see “Mizzou-RAH!” signage you’re in the
wrong Columbia).
Cars roll at 10 AM for a flats and hills run to Chester, IL, and lunch at Reid’s Harvest House. Illinois
-based participants can return home afterwards
via the route of their choice, those from Missouri
can cross the river to Perryville and return with
several LBCs via US 61 through Ste Genevieve or
the high-speed route via I-55.
Monitor www.sltoa.org for any late updates.

20-23 Jun 19—2019 Vintage Grand Prix of Ohio, hosted by the SVRA at Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course, Lexington, Ohio. Monitor https://svra.com/events/ and https://
www.midohio.com.

23 Jun 19—BSCC Autocross #3, Family Arena, St
Charles, show about 9:30 AM. To get on the event mailing list or for additional info, contact Racer Steve at
sshab@yahoo.com.

27-30 Jun 19—Annual Gathering of the (MG) Faithful/
GOF, at the Double Tree in Chesterfield. Details to follow.

1-3 Aug 19—The Roadster Factory Summer Party,

Armagh, PA. Dates tentative, monitor www.the-roadsterfactory.com/indexmain.php.

MG-Triumph Challenge X
58th Annual Forest Park Easter Concours

21 April
The HCCMO requires all reservations by 1 April, please send your check for $15.00, made out to
SLTOA, to Treasurer Maria Moore at the address below, no later than 25 March. Or, drop off your
check at our next meeting.
SLTOA Treasurer
100 Hilltop Court
Washington, MO 63090
Please include:
Name: _____________________________________________ Phone __________________________
Vehicle Model: _____________________________________________ Year: _____________________
We’ll need some volunteers to help man the line early, guide/park Triumphs, rally the faithful and
hand out the registration packages. We’ll talk about it at the February and March meetings.
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Sundays Under the Bonnet

SLTOA Meeting—15 January 2019
January’s meeting took place at Llywelyn’s Pub, Webster Groves, 15 in attendance

By Andy Stark
Hello all This month I am writing you from
Hong Kong. I am here for the Chinese New Year. It is the Year of the
Pig; I hope all of you find fortune
this year.
Hong Kong is a wonderful city full
of energy that never stops. I have
been here many times and each
time discover something new. This
trip I have found two things of interest. First is the hiking trails. Surprisingly HK has great hiking trails.
They are challenging and have
wonderful natural scenery mixed in
with city skylines.
The second thing I have discovered is the night street racing scene. Apparently the area I stay is the
new hotbed of street racing. Illegal,
loud and dangerous racing that
takes place from 2am to 4am on
weekends and holidays. All different levels of cars show up; million
dollar Ferraris to $5,000 ratted-out
Honda's. They all have one thing in
common: they are loud. Really
loud. Most of the owners remove
the original exhaust and replace
them with little more than straight
pipes.
(Continued on page 18)

In Memoriam

John Haynes
1938-2019

Founder, Haynes Publications
See pg 9

Pre-Meeting
Member
Severin
Blenkush provided
photos of his latest
acquisition, a 2007
Aston Martin Vantage, bought in
Charlotte,
North
Carolina, with 45K
miles and driven
back to St Louis.
Of note in the photo of his “British car
dream garage” was
his TR7, which he
described as a
“work
in
progress” (response:
“They’re all works
in progress”).
Follow-up comment by another member: “Took my car out a few weeks ago, I
smelled gasoline.” Rsp: “That’s usually not a good sign”
Business Meeting
President Andy Stark brought the meeting to order (so to speak) at 7:09 PM.
Next meeting scheduled for 19 February at the Lazy River Grill on Big Bend, Ballwin
Annual Polar Bear Run scheduled for Sunday 10 February, 17 February will serve
as the weather backup. A number of other clubs have been invited, we might
even see Volvos this year
New Business
Event Coordinator Steve Moore said he was starting to look at driving events,
including a possible spring drive in either May or June. He asked for ideas on
drives that the club could set up
President Andy recommended an “Italian Tuneup,” ie, short or semi-short notice,
get out and drive some sunny weekend afternoon. Dave Massey described it as
“adjust your mirrors and keep going;” someone else said (apparently based on
personal driving experience in Italy), “If you don’t hit something, keep going.”
Andy added it’d provide a good opportunity to dust off the cars and get some
miles on them; he’ll look at a date in March, well in advance of the Forest Park
Easter show
Andy mentioned he and Creig took a look a ’70 GT6 and he wound up buying the
car. He said he now truly has an old barn full of stuff “…and now I have to clean it
out.” Steve Moore replied, “Yet you keep adding to it.” Someone else asked,
“Does your bride know about this barn?” Response: “Uhhh…she has seen it.”
Another individual suggested members bring a trailer to Louisiana, MO, and assist with an “Andy’s Barn Day” clean-out.
Along those lines, someone suggested using the newsletter as a parts exchange
(Ed note: if anyone has parts they wish to sell or give away, send them
along. They’ll get published in the monthly classifieds).
Andy – Has lots of Spitfire stuff, square-tail stuff
Karl Schmitt – Has a MkIV Spitfire that he’s trying to get rid of, free, see Karl.
Reminder of the start of autocross season in March-April, the schedules for the
Boeing, SCCA and Gateway AutoX events will get posted in the online calendar
and in the Notes. This year, points for the annual Slow Roller Racing Team
championship will only be awarded to those who compete in an LBC
Treasurer’s Report
General account, $1479.33; special event account, $540.84. Several members
paid dues during the meeting.
(Continued on page 8)
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Backwards Glance: Le Mans 1955
Random quotes, factoids and comments on the
1955 Le Mans race, mainly...

our
Garden
State
Sports
Car Club in
Linden, NJ, in
the late 'fifties,
a regular attraction
to
the
weekly Friday
night meetings
was watching
rented 16mm
racing movies.
Watching the
Triumph ver- The MG pits (photo source unknown). Below,
sion of the winners Mike Hawthorn and Ivor Bueb with
race
was their Jaguar D-Type (photo via Mikehawslanted
a thorn.org.uk).
bit—they finished all three
cars and deserved
full
credit for that.
The
1,991cc
TR2s finished
14th, 15th, and
19th.
I don't
recall
them
mentioning
that a 1,490cc
MGA finished
12th; that car
was driven by
Ken Miles and John Lockett. One of the MGs crashed and
burned, so only two finished; the second car ended in17 th position, just behind a 745cc DB, but still ahead of the last Triumph.
The British Autocar magazine of June 17 proudly proclaimed in
a sub-title "British Cars First, Second and Third.” That is, Jaguar, Aston Martin and Jaguar.

By Wil Wing
British Iron Touring Club of Northwest Arkansas

RP

Classic Le Mans start, 1955. No. 1 is a Lagonda DP166,
driven by Reg Parnell and Dennis Poore; to its rear are the
Ferrari 121LMs of (3) Umberto Maglioli/Phil Hill, (4) Eugenio Castellotti/Paolo Marzotto and (5) Maurice Trintignant/Harry Schell (photo via Moss Motors)
This will have nothing to do with the tragedy of that year.
Anyone at all interested in sports car racing has read about
that accident.
1955 was the first post-war year that several British factory
teams
DF turned to Le Mans to promote their smaller displacement production cars—that is, teams not capable of winning
outright. MG, after an absence of 20 years, ran three of their
prototype A's, Triumph with three TR2s, and Bristol with three
cars—the latter had been competing since 1953.

The reliable 1,979cc Bristols finished 8 th, 9th and 10th and won
the newly instituted team prize. New records were set in five
classes: 3,500cc—Jaguar, Hamilton and Bueb, overall winners.
3,000cc—Aston Martin, Collins and Frere. 2,500cc—Bristol,
Wilson and Mayers. 1,500cc—Porsche, Polensky and Frankenberg. 1,100cc—Porsche, Duntov and Veuillet. 750cc—D.B.,
Cornet and Mougin.
With seven of the first ten finishers British, they had good
reason to be proud. The three non-British cars in the first ten
were the 1,498cc Porsches, finishing 4th, 5th and 6th. That was
undoubtedly the most over-achieving team effort. My father,
proud owner of a new Porsche Continental, was walking on air.
Road & Track reported on the race in the September, 1955
edition. Under “General Conclusions,’ John Bond wrote:
Other wonderful news for Americans is to know that
they will be able to buy the lovely Le Mans MG shortly,
as it is soon going into production. This refined car was
clocked at 117.62 mph which is really terrific for a car
not having much special equipment and quite heavy.

The TR2 of Ninian Sanderson/Bob Dickson leads the Austin
-Healey 100S of Lance Macklin/Les Leston. The Healey,
left the race at the six-hour mark due to an accident (photo
via Moss Motors)

Really? The MGA is lovely, but if there was ever a Le Mans
version available I somehow missed it. And I'm very sure no
dealers ever offered 117 mph pushrod models.
From the same source, after 2 hours of running: "The 1100
class, amazingly enough, was being lead by the small 850 Pan-

As you probably know, Triumph paid a film crew to record
and immortalize—they hoped—their efforts at Le Mans. At

(Continued on page 6)
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Le Mans 1955 (Continued from page 5)

years of racing the car, but would have done better with
shorter gears for our US SCCA tracks.

hard, which was running ahead of the Porsche, Lotus and
Cooper." That didn't last through the night.

Gearing and aerodynamics are just two important factors in
sports car racing, yet in this time period many Americans
youths still proclaimed that "You can't beat cubic inches." A
quote from Autocar, covering the 1954 Le Mans race:

Gregor Grant wrote in The Autocar of June 17m
The Dickson/Sanderson and Richardson/Hadley (TR2)
machines were extremely reliable, but failed to make
any impression on the surprising Miles/Lockett MG.
With a maximum of nearly 120 m.p.h., the Magnettepowered machines were several m.p.h. faster than the
Triumphs on the straight—probably due to a more efficient aerodynamic shape—certainly not to more power!

After all, Cunningham was using 5.5 liters in his big
cars, and they were well driven, but Cunningham
could not beat the Jaguars of 3.4 liters. Likewise, the
little Panhards and Renaults, at 747 and 611 c.c.,
were making rings round cars of much bigger capacity. These things are best said
bluntly. When it
comes to making tiny engines work hard and to good
advantage, the French are terrific these days." To be
fair to American 'sports car guys' of the day, the
dopey "Bigger is Better" attitude was more likely to be
heard from guys interested in drag racing - guys who
thought there was little difference between going 100
mph and maintaining 100 for an hour.

Yes, the advantages of a bit of streamlining were well understood in the mid-'fifties, yet Triumph continued with their basically brick-shaped sports cars for another 20 years! American
tracks were generally slow and body shapes were less important. And when Triumph finally offered something more
aerodynamic, traditionalists hated it!
Shades of HarleyDavidson!

If you think I'm focusing too much on the small cars, did you
know that the prize money for the various 'Index of Performance', 'Index of Thermal Efficiency", etc., was a big deal in
those days? Those handicap classifications—instituted so
the French could win something, you might say—paid approximately the same as winning outright!

Prelude to a personal note about the D.B.s and also from
Autocar:
Their getaways are incredible owning to the high bottom gear. The drivers slip the clutch, falter off towards
the Dunlop Bridge and lock up the faces far away.... yet,
one lap later they are blue streaks flashing by the pits at
around 100 mph.

Part of the Panhard-powered contingent:
No. 53, Monopole Sport X88, Francis Navarro/Jean de Montrémy; No. 58, DB HBR
-MC, Paul Armagnac/Gérard Laureau;JM
and
No. 63, DB HBR-MC, Louis Cornet/
Robert Mougin (photo source unknown)

Perhaps you are aware of the continuous friction between
Colin Chapman and the French organizers. They disqualified
him once because, after digging his car out of a sand bank,
he hopped in and rejoined the race without waiting for the
observing marshal's permission. At scrutineering they gave
his cars a hard time and demanded changes. And there was
more. But no one ever said that Colin Chapman wasn't
smart.
DF

Four years later
Yrs. Trly was racing one of the
three factory team
cars (#57, driven
by Bonnet/Storez,
which DNF'ed due
to
accident).
When purchased,
my car came with
a spare gearbox/
differential unit.
One box was way
too tall and the
other was taller. I
also made painfully slow starts,
but worse, I'm

In 1957, he entered a de-stroked Coventry-Climax engine
of just under 750cc in what looked like a standard Lotus 11.
The smaller engine made power in a narrow band of 60008000 rpm, reported variously as 59 or 65 h.p. (very unlikely)
from 45 cubic inches. The car weighed less and had more
power than the other class entries. Driven by Cliff Allison
and J.K. Hall, it easily won its class and the Index of Performance prize money. Now the French must have really hated
Chapman!
In the 1955 race 58 cars started and 21 finished. No Ferrari completed the race. Mercedes withdrew at 2:00 AM.
Le Mans 750cc class winners from 1953 through 1957
and their finishing position:
1953—D.B. Panhard, 17th out of 26 finishers
1954—D.B. Panhard, 10th out of 18 finishers (wet
race)
1955—D.B., 16th out of 21 finishers
1956—D.B., 10th out of 14 finishers (wet race; 3 D.B.s
included in the 14)
1957—Lotus, 14th out of 21 finishers
During those years, the total starters varied between 60
and 55. Not too shabby results for 45 cubic inches!

JM

Regarding racing, I'm tempted to write my version of "You
can't beat ----". But, it would be a long paragraph describing all the attributes needed by the car and priorities
might change from one track to another. Then, we would
have to introduce things like good luck and driver determina-

DB HBR No. 57 (photo via D. Hatena)
sure I never saw the redline in fourth gear. Bridgehampton and
Road America had long enough start/finish straights, but both
were/are steeply uphill for the first half. I did OK with my two

(Continued on page 7)
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Le Mans 1955 (Continued from page 6)
tion and ability. Plus other things I'm no doubt forgetting. It
sure as hell wouldn't fit on a bumper sticker!
PS: About name confusion. The factory cars were DBs,
(frequently written as “D.B.”), founded pre-war and they almost
always used Panhard engines. Some years they were entered
as DB Panhard—we assume that Panhard provided money for
the team effort. Then, Panhard itself also entered cars some
years that were somewhat similar. And then there was Societye Monopole, with Panhard engines. Confusing, perhaps, but
worth knowing, just as we try to remember that the Ford GT 40
was first based on Eric Broadley's Lola and Carrol Shelby didn't
invent AC cars!

The restored Bobbie Dickson/Ninian Sanderson TR2, owner
Thomas Volgar with daughter Magdalena at the 2013
Suedseiermark Classic Rally (photo by Steve McKelvie)

Ed note: Additional information courtesy of Racing Sports
Cars, www.racingsportscars.com.

Negative Camber
Ah, winter in the Midwest,
you’ve gotta love it. As this
issue goes to press, the club’s
postponed the Polar Bear Run
a second time due to actual
and expected road conditions
over the weekend (the early
morning cold this weekend contributed to the decision). In my 11 years as a member of
SLTOA, I recall a couple of occasions where we had to delay
the event once, I do believe this is a first. I’d say this is also
something like the third or fourth “real winter” we’ve had in the
14 years since I moved down here from Seattle/King County…
you know, the temperature plummets and stays there, snow
comes early, piles up high (as a former resident of North Dakota, I can tell you everything you’ve heard about NoDak winters
is true) and stays late. Obviously, it does get cold hereabouts
and I’ve seen plenty of freezing rain, sleet, etc, but heavy, lasting snow? A rarity, although so far this winter we’ve managed
two 5-inch-plus storms, plus regular dustings and that brief ice
storm the weekend of the 10th.

by the Editor

You know, in and around the ceaseless march towards autonomous vehicles, threats by state governments to raise the
costs of vehicle ownership and driving (I’m looking at you,
Illinois) and other official pushes for less cars/more hiking/
biking/walking, one could start feeling a little paranoid. You’d
be justified; there are plenty of learned individuals and government types out there who would like nothing better than to get
all cars off the roads and everyone into other forms of transportation. From what I’ve seen, usually it’s done in terms of
reducing accidents and injuries, for health reasons or improve
the environment.
Over in Yurp, several major cities now limit or at the least
heavily tax private vehicle entry into their city centers; this I
usually paired with stringent restrictions on commercial vehicle
(ie, truck) access into downtown. An article in an early January edition of The (London) Telegraph by Laura Donnelly
(“Councils urged to price motorists of the road by NHS watchdog,” 4 January) listed some of the supporting proposals for
these actions.
London’s one of the cities which already has a vehicle entry
tax or “congestion charges” in place. Now, the National Institute of Health & Care Excellence (NICE) is proposing extending the fees and outright car bans throughout the United Kingdom, in an effort to persuade (ie, force) people to ditch their
cars for walking, buses or bicycles. If adopted, the organization’s proposal would “…make sure that access for pedestrians, cyclists, and people who use public transport is
‘maximised and prioritised’ over cars and motorbikes.”

An observation: generally (emphasis on generally), drivers in
the St Louis region know how to handle the slick conditions
and poor visibility, at least after the first couple of snowfalls
and/or freezes. Ah, but as is always the case, there are exceptions. The official camera/chase vehicle has front wheel
drive and great Bridgestone tires and handles ice and snow
pretty darn well. But (and my age undoubtedly plays a role),
when the weather goes south, II lean towards, uh, conservative driving, ie, no sudden applications of either throttle or
brake, leave lots of room forward, no sudden changes of direction and generally stay alert and watch for trouble.

Probably no surprise, but the proposal resulted in an uproar
among motorist and special interest car groups, with some
groups warning of a backlash against any such effort by the
British government. Edmund King, president of The Automobile Association, stated the charges was a “step too far.” Will
the English government in fact clamp down even further on
private vehicle use, mobility and convenience? We’ll watch
and see but, in the meantime, had
best keep an eye on
similar ideas cropping up here in the states.

Still, whatever the conditions, there will always be those
characters who do the speed limit or over and will tailgate on
the freeway and on the off and on ramps (such as the driver of
the Mazda MX7 who parked on my bumper during one recent
snowfall, at the I-270 interchange onto I-44 east), no matter
the conditions. During the slick season I’m constantly reminded of one of life’s rules: the advantage of all-wheel drive is that
all four of your wheels will have power when you leave the
road and collide with something.

Think it can’t happen here? Actually, efforts to restrict your
use of a personal vehicle are already underway at a few locations around the country. I can provide one immediate example, drawing on my previously mentioned home locale: Seattle
and King County, Washington.

Okay, that’s off my chest, now to the primary subject.
As an introduction, a quote:

(Continued on page 8)

Even a paranoid can have enemies — Henry Kissinger

7

Negative Camber (Continued from page 7)

who don’t like cars, or don’t consider or understand the appeal and entertainment value of 30, 40 or 50-year-old vehicles
that don’t have modern safety systems (above seat/shoulder
belts) and can’t pass current smog tests. When pushing proposals restricting automobile usage, they’re not inclined to
make exceptions for the cars we love. They are inclined to
raise the cost of vehicle ownership, by tacking additional user
fees on license plates (historically high in places like Seattle)
and increasing gas taxes (again, the Washington example:
the gas tax in the state
is now 49.4 cents per
gallon, compared to
Missouri’s 17 cent tax).
More often than not,
the revenue will go to
programs and projects
such as bike lanes and
mass transit systems,
while our roads get Photo: KIRO-7, Seattle
shortfalled.

In January’s Car & Driver, Jeff Sabatini documented that
city’s battle against cars for the benefit of the forces of sweetness, light and more bike lanes (“The War on Cars”). He noted,
City governments are the ones taking the lead in
creating policies to curtail automobile use in response
to congestion and pollution. There are taxes, restrictions, and prohibitions, of course, yet other policies
on road design, speed limits, and parking are being
devised to entice city dwellers to opt out of car ownership all on their own. At least that is the hope.
According to Sabatani, a large part of the city’s continuing its
assault on vehicle is through parking or, more accurately, ensuring a lack thereof. The local government has embraced
the concept that free or cheap parking is unfair and causes
problems; as described by UCLA professor Donald Shoup,
people who drive into urban areas and park their vehicles are
receiving a “…subsidy, one that disadvantages other modes
of transportation.” Hence, Seattle’s active effort to remove
parking to make room for bikes, buses and streetcars. In addition, the city’s apparently adopted what’s termed a “parklet”
program, where street parking spaces are converted to other
uses. Also, Seattle’s removed minimum parking requirements
for new developments, apartments, and condos. Landlords
are now allowed to charge separately for parking
(“Congratulations on your new $505,000 condo purchase near
Belltown! What, parking? Oh, that’ll cost you extra…but seriously, with our central location, you don’t really need a car”).

We’ll keep monitoring the laws and proposals and hopefully
here locally, drastic measures reducing car use or even ownership are far over the horizon. But, laws that will attempt to
restrict vehicle usage – new car, LBC or whatever – are getting cooked up on a daily basis. When it comes to future enjoyment of our British and other special interest cars, this is
one situation where it does pay to be a tad paranoid.

What’s described above is just the bow wave. Over time,
we’re undoubtedly going to see similar proposals pushing for
restrictions on parking and more importantly vehicular use in
urban centers, not just on the east and left coasts, but also
here in the Midwest.

St Louis Triumph Owners Association

The key for monitoring developments is this: as local governments write laws impacting the ownership and use of cars,
they tend to write broadly, without taking into account the classic/special interest vehicle hobby. There are people out there

Proud member club, St Louis Sports Car Council
www.stlscc.org

January Meeting (Continued from page 4)
New Member
Dave Gayan (sp?), bought a TR6, will join shortly
Tech Topics/Vehicle Report
Steve Moore, working on his TR3, “I want you to know, chrome plating has not gotten any cheaper.” He said he was getting the windshield frame and stanchions done, noted Craig Madsen and Jesse Lowe had used Highline Plating with
good results. A general discussion followed on getting parts chromed locally.
The editor’s TR8 is down for an alternator swap-out. His stepson was out one night cruising with a friend when one of the
leads on the back of the alternator broke off, resulting in no charge and the rapid demise of the battery. Main hold-ups on
the replacement are the need to replace one of the mounting bolts and the cold temperatures, which make work on the
car in the garage DN impossible
Prez Andy suggested everyone who was working on their car(s) should post the effort to Facebook (response from the
floor: “Let the Russians know what you’re doing”)
Closing



Prez Andy ended the proceedings at 7:40 and wished everyone a very happy 2019. He advised he’d miss February’s
meeting as he’d be in Hong Kong (!).



Our thanks to Llywelyn’s and most excellent server Chelsea

Note: Yes, we changed the format for the meeting minutes. Following the publication of October ’s bulleted minutes by
Veep Creig, a couple of members commented they really liked that style, so we thought we’d give it a try. If you prefer a return to
the original style narrative, heavy with verities and balderdash and the occasional rude comment, drop the editor a line.
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John Haynes dead: Motoring legend who created famous car repair books
dies at 80
Haynes was known across the world because of the extraordinary success of his book
By Andy Lines

11 FEB 2019
Motoring legend John Haynes – creator of the famous Haynes Manual car repair books – has
died aged 80.
He was known across the world because of the extraordinary success of his books which were
bought by a staggering 200 million people.
His family paid tribute Haynes saying he will be “missed enormously”.
The first Haynes Manual, for the Austin Healey Sprite, was published in 1966, and the first print
run of 3,000 sold out in less than three months.
An RAF colleague had bought a Sprite, which was in poor condition and he asked John to help
him rebuild it.
John agreed, and quickly realised that the official factory manual was not designed to help the
average car owner.
He bought a camera and captured the process of dismantling and rebuilding the engine.

Haynes Manuals.

The use of step-by-step photo sequences linked to diagrams became the trusted hallmark of

Company chairman Eddie Bell said: “John will be warmly remembered by all at Haynes.
“We send our deepest sympathies to his family at this time.”
His family issued a statement saying: “John was a kind, generous, loving and devoted husband, brother, father and grandfather,
who will be missed enormously.
“A true gentleman, and a kind and considerate man, John will be greatly missed not only by his family, friends and colleagues but
also by the many people that use his manuals, and benefit from his reassuring guiding hand as they repair and maintain their cars
and motorbikes.”
The success of his publishing business, including expansion into Europe and North America saw the Haynes Publishing Group
floating on the London Stock Exchange in 1979.
In 1995 John was awarded an OBE for services to publishing, and in 2005 The Open University presented him with the honorary
degree of Master of the University.
John’s publishing success meant that he was able to enjoy his passion for cars, and he became a prolific collector.
n 1985 he founded the Haynes International Motor Museum in Sparkford, Somerset as an educational charitable trust.
Haynes was born in Ceylon, now Sri Lanka, in 1938 where his father worked as the manager of a tea plantation.
He loved nothing more than riding around the plantation with his father in their Morris 8 saloon, his obituary says.
Alongside his brother David, Haynes was sent to Sutton Valence boarding school in Kent, aged 12.
He convinced his housemaster to let him give up rugby and convert an Austin 7 into a more lightweight ‘sporty’ model, which the
16-year-old later sold for a healthy profit.
He eventually sold the car, making a reasonable profit, and owing to the immense interest it received (over 150 replies to the advert) he decided to produce a booklet showing other enthusiasts how he’d made it.
He published a booklet entitled “Building A ‘750’ Special’; the first print run of 250 copies sold out in 10 days.
He joined the RAF for national service in the 1950s where he competitively raced cars, including his Elva Courier, which is on display in the Haynes International Motor Museum.
According to legend, his rather unromantic wedding present to wife Annette - who met while serving in the RAF - was a secondhand IBM typewriter.
Haynes International Motor Museum in Sparkford includes vehicles from different motoring eras, including 1930 Bentley 4 ½ Litre,
1973 E Type Jaguar, 1995 Dodge Viper and a 1995 Jaguar XJ220.
John is survived by his wife Annette and his two sons — J and Chris, and five grandchildren
His middle son Marc sadly passed away in October 2016.
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International Drive Your Triumph Day—10 February
Rye Livingston, Activities Director of the Triumph Travelers
Sports Car Club, pulled it off again this year: a large number of
Triumph owners and enthusiasts around the world took advantage of Drive Your Triumph Day, in honor of the birthday of
Sir John Black. He wound up posting 310 photos of TRs and
owners in Australia, Belgium, the Czech Republic, Finland,
France, Germany, Italy, New Zealand, Switzerland, the UK and
the US.
You can scroll through the photos at https://
driveyourtriumphday.shutterfly.com.
Here are a few of the shots, including two of the three submitted by SLTOA members (the third shot is on the cover of this
issue of the Notes). Our thanks to Rye for putting this all together!

Barry Brown, 1960 TR3, Crossville, Tennessee

Capital Triumph Register, Mount Vernon, Virginia

Jamie Kopstein, TR3A, Punta Ari Eskola, 2000 Mk1, Oulu,
Finland
del Este, Uruguay

Darold Johnson, ‘69 TR6, Kirkwood

Mentioned in Despatches
While we’ve had to deal with the weather two
weekends running up here in Lewis & Clark
country, our friends to the south with the British
Motoring Club of Arkansas managed to get in
their Polar Bear Run on 19 January. Following
the drive, the group mustered at Gulpha Gorge
in Hot Springs National Park, where the hardiest of the lot engaged in the traditional midwinter dip. The participant then repaired to a local restaurant for lunch.
Hardy souls, those Arkansans….

Speaking of the late John Haynes and his manuals, here’s one for Steve Moore...
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JAGUAR CLUB DRIVING TOUR TO ELEPHANT ROCK
STATE PARK & HIGH VALLEY ANGUS RANCH

8:30 a.m. Saturday March 16th
get registered have coffee and some pastry, first car off at 9 a.m.

Meet at St. Louis Bread Company
Hwy 21/Tesson Ferry and Kennerly Road

2 Blocks West of Tesson Ferry Exit off Highway 270 Behind
Walgreens
Hosted by: Jim and Lisa Hendrix and Phil and Lupe Taxman
Please R.S.V.P. so we can arrange food etc.
email: lhendrix@curtispack.com or ssjagman@aol.co
Jim: 314-406-2481 Phil: 314-761-5913
Our driving tour will take us to southeast Missouri. Wonderful driving blue-line roads,
perfect for the Jaguars, Classic Cars, British Marques, Miatas or any other cars that like
open curvy scenic routes. Our primary destination is Elephant Rock State Park in
Belleview, Missouri. Elephant Rocks State Park is a geologic reserve encompassing an
outcropping of Precambrian granite. The state park is named for a string of large granite
boulders which resemble a train of pink circus elephants. We’ll spend about 45 minutes
at the park, giving you plenty of time to visit this very interesting sight.
We will then have a short dash over to Ironton, Mo, where we will enjoy a private buffet
lunch at Baylee Jo’s BBQ. After lunch, we are offering a bonus optional rallye down to Arcadia, Mo and High Valley Angus Ranch, where Ranch Owners Colleen and Dan Jarvis will
give us a grand tour of their magnificent 9000 sq ft log home, and weather permitting, a
hayride tour of their 500+ acre ranch.
There will be a $5/car entry fee and $15/person for lunch, which includes your soft drinks
and dessert. All fees will be collected at Bread Co. at registration, PLEASE BRING CASH.
We last rallied to Elephant Rock State Park in 2012 and it was a great success … enjoyed
by all. Total travel is <100 miles each direction. We will provide instructions coming and
going, with a quick highway return to St. Louis. We estimate 2 hours of drive time going
and 1 1/4 hours returning.
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A few of us stumbled across this show a few years back during one of Andy’s “Italian Tune-up” drives, great fun
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Under the Bonnet (Continued from page 4)
Now, I am not against loud cars, I have owned more than one. I
love a good, well-tuned exhaust system that will potentially change
your heart rhythm. But something I have never experienced is
open exhaust systems echoing through a city of skyscrapers. Initially it is pretty awesome to listen to. As a car guy it draws me to
the window to see what is screaming down the street. It is quite
the show. Last night I saw several Lamborghinis and Ferraris drag
race. They were impressive.
Then a few Honda's and VW's.
Really just as impressive.
Occasionally I have seen a Nissan GTR. That is a car that impresses me. It doesn't look like a super car but sure acts like one.
It is also priced like one.
As I said initially it is all pretty cool. But then I realize these poor
guys are trapped on really small narrow dangerous city streets.
Rarely do they get past 2nd gear before they have to shut down or
make a turn. It is dangerous. Also, I realized that I am not getting
a lot of sleep…hence, why I am writing this at 3:30 am.....
Chinese New Year is a multiple day holiday so I have been
watching and listening to the street racing for five nights now. It is
getting a little old. Beginning to think it is karma paying me back
for my open exhaust shenanigans when I was a kid. I am sure
my neighbors got pretty tired of my ratty little Spitfire zipping up
and down the street. Oh well, no regrets. Beats the hell out of the
silent electric cars. Long live naturally aspirated engines. They
make sounds that nothing can replace.
Kind of wish I could hear my GT6 scream down a Hong Kong
Street. Bet it sounds better than a Ferrari, LOL.
- Andy

SLTOA Blog:

News, commentary, events, opinion and
seasoned immaturity. Www.sltoa.org/blog/
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SLTOA Classifieds
59 TR3A—W/optional

hardtop, one owner, no
title but can be replaced. Mileage over
200,000, engine turns
but hasn’t been started
in several years. Was
driven and well maintained by my late father
from 1959 to 1983, to the best of my knowledge all parts are
present and intact. Interior: anything a mouse can eat has
been eaten (which is most everything); body rusted through in
some spots, no major dents, few small scrapes, all glass,
lamps and Plexiglas busted by vandals. Also have a 2008
Mazda MX-5 for sale. In Belleville, call Ted Myhre (618)4068022 or email tedmyhre@yahoo.com (1807).

new tires, new rims and a new top.
Located in Overland Park, Kansas;
asking $9300. Call Hank Reuter at
(913)908-5689 any time. (1902)

Wanted—1500 engine from a Spit-

fire or a late MG Midget. Best case,
you have a wrecked car with a good
engine, but I’ll gladly look at any engines that are in reasonably good
shape.
Call Barry Cervantes
(member, MG Club of St Louis) at (314)276-0423 (1901)

For Sale—Original steel disc wheel and tire off a 1971 TR6

(spare tire), asking $200 OBO. Contact Darold Johnson (314)
835-8522 or at dicejohnson@gmail.com for more information
and photos (1705).

68

GT6—Front end
damage,
has
wire
wheels w/ knock-offs.
Must sell, too many
other projects. West of
Jefferson City, Price
reduced from $4000 to
$2000, email hgbbh-

Best of CraigsList

6652564176@sale.craigslist.org (Craiglist)(1804)

71 TR6—Great project
car, call or text for details. In Alton, call (618)
304-8599
(Craigslist)
(1808)

72 TR6—Fully restored

14 years ago, garage
kept, no road time since
restoration but started
weekly and driven on a
private drive. Always
trailered to car shows,
award
winner.
In
Mounds, IL (I-57 N of
Mound City), $15,000
OBO, respond via the
web page (Hemmings)
(1901).

75

TR6—Only 1000
miles since full restoration; car is solid, rust
free and has never
been in an accident, all
numbers match. Delft
Blue with rare Shadow
Blue interior, comes
with original owner’s
manual and brochure.
Runs,
brakes
and
drives
superbly.
$34,900 negotiable, In Plainfield, IL (southwest of Chicago),
contact me via the web page for additional information. Hemmings (1901)
76 TR6—Restored for use, not for show. Engine overhauled
in 2010 with addition of a new racing cam. Recently added
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80 TR7—White '80 Triumph TR7 convertible (sports car) with

2 seater buckets... engine has dual twin draft Weber carburetors with electric fuel pump, and is a 5 speed... ran great when
parked... possible available at extra cost (owned by a friend
and in his possession) original style carbs, a set of better flow
that look like originals, and a set of four Delarto (spelling?)
racing style carburetors... but some extra parts come free with
car... car has wire wheels, but wheel openings need to be
opened up a bit to manage bumps... damaged tail lights while
in storage, as were some interior parts stolen there.. I have
bought two sets of missing parts, as my son was going to restore it; doubtful but a set of seat covers might unlikely be
located... I will need to check on mileage of car... offer wanted... won't sell cheap... respond to this ad with your phone
number for communication on this car.. In Jefferson County,
$3500,
email
5dfae79f79483b15b5c998562386f6fb@sale.craigslist.org
(Craigslist)(1902)

SLTOA’s on Facebook!

Www.facebook.com/home.php?
sk=group_134416339926824&ap=1

Membership Information
We certainly hope that you will want to join the ranks of other proud Triumph owners, or for members,
use this page to renew your membership of the St. Louis Triumph Owners Association (SLTOA). An annual membership fee of $20.00, due each January, covers your membership dues the calendar year.
As a member, you will received the SLTOA monthly news letter Exhaust Notes, which includes:


Articles about SLTOA drives and events, both planned and past



Schedules for regional and national Triumph and British car events



Technical tips and tech sessions



Feature articles on Triumph vehicle, personalities and competition history



For sale / want ads, free to members of SLTOA

You and yours will be able to participate with other SLTOA members in:


SLTOA touring drives



Monthly SLTOA club meetings, held every third Tuesday evening at selected, area restaurants



Local, regional, and national British car shows and conventions



The SLTOA Annual Picnic Meeting



The annual SLTOA Holiday party at a club subsidized rate



The club-sponsored web site, with event and activity details and access to the club’s private email list for
quick communications with other SLTOA members

You will receive the SLTOA Membership Directory, updated annually and made available following the

close of the annual membership drive. Also, members are included in a blanket auto insurance
policy covering certain club sponsored activities.
Members using Facebook also have access to the SLTOA Facebook site.

Join or Renew your SLTOA Membership today!
Payment for dues may be made by mail, at meetings, or by using the Paypal option on the club web
page. Dues including email delivery of Exhaust Notes every month are $20 annually. Payment by PayPal will include a processing fee.
Be advised, we can no longer offer to mail newsletters to new members via the US Postal Service. Current members who have been receiving the newsletter via U. S. Mail will grandfathered and will continue
to receive the newsletter via mail, however the membership rate will increase to $35.00 annually.
Send payment to:

SLTOA .
100 Hilltop Court
Washington,
Missouri 63090
Attn: Membership

For the directory, upon joining/renewing, please provide your address, contact information including email and number and year/model of your Triumph, or Triumphs (feel free to list any other special interest/collectable vehicles you
may have in your possession).
If you have any questions about membership, please contact SLTOA treasurer Maria Moore at deloera56@sbcglbola.net. We’ll see you out there!
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Next Meeting:
Tuesday 19 February 2019

Lazy River Grill
631 Big Bend Rd,
Ballwin
Show after 5 PM, have dinner,
enjoy libation, invoke the rites of
spring...

And Finally...
At this year’s Polar
Bear We’re
introducing an
alternative method of
doing the route...
Photo: Sports Car Digest

21

