
 

1 

See page 3 

 

Newsletter of the St Louis Triumph Owners Association 

Www.SLTOA.org    Vol  21,  Issue 7 September 2019 

A TR7 Returns Home 
Inside: Tech Session at It’s Alive 

   Annual Club Picnic 

              Jack & Bonnie’s Excellent Adventure 



 

2 

Calendar 

 

17 Sept 19—Monthly SLTOA Meeting, 
at Culpepper’s Bar & Grill, 3010 W Clay (I-70 
at Zumbehl), St Charles.   

21 Sept 19—38
th 

All British Car & Cy-
cle Show, Creve Coeur Lake Park, 13450 
Marine Ave.  Sponsored by the MG Club of 
St Louis.  This year’s featured marque is 

Jensen.   See pg. 3.  

3-6 Oct 19—TRials/6-Pack National Meeting, at the 
Sheraton West Chalet Hotel St Louis, Westport.  The 
event will include drives of scenic two-lane roads includ-
ing stops at wineries and other venues, plus a Route 66  
tour.  For information call up https://ckeefe4.wixsite.com/6
-packtrial2019/ or contact Kevin Blume at 
KBlume1@gmail.com.  Updates will get posted on Face-
book at www.facebook.com/events/2065984406955406/.  

6-11 Oct 19—VTR National 2019, hosted by the Hill 
Country Triumph Club of Austin, Texas, in Dripping 
Springs, the heart of the Texas Hill Country.  Scenic 
drives filled with yucca, prickly pear, desert spoon and 
wildflowers (not to mention a few cows along the way).  
Plan on a unique food, beer and wine experience, plus a 
run to Luckenbach, Texas.  Registration now available at 
http://hillcountrytriumphclub.org/   
vtr2019/.   

15 Oct 19—Monthly SLTOA meeting, at Lazy River Grill, 
631 Big Bend Rd (Big Bend at Sulphur Spring).  

26 Oct 19—6
th

 Annual SLTOA Fall Colours Drive.  
Meet at the McDonalds in Alton, just off the end of the 
Clark Bridge, at 10 AM.  The route will include Principia 
College and lunch, most likely at Aerie’s.  Open to all 
cars/clubs, monitor www.sltoa.org.  

10 Nov 19—Annual SLTOA Veterans Run, south to 
Chester, all donations go to a veterans’ service organiza-
tion.  Details to follow.  

6 Dec 19—Annual SLTOA Christmas Party.  Details to 
follow.  

9 Feb 20—Annual SLTOA Polar Bear Run, details to 
follow.  

10 Feb 20—Annual Drive Your Triumph Day.  

15-19 Jun 20—TRA/Triumph Register of America 
National  Meet, hosted by the Miami Valley Triumphs, 
Clarion North Conference Center, 1950 Newtown Pike, 
Kentucky.  For information contact Bruce Clough at 
tcr1760lo@gmail.com.  

21 Sept 19—Cars & Coffee/Westport, 8 AM-11 AM. 

21 Sept 19—Rescheduled BSCC autocross #6, Family 
Arena, St Charles, show about 9:30 AM.  

22 Sept 19—St Louis Region SCCA Autocross #6, 
Family Arena, St Charles.  Registration 7 to 8:15 AM, $40 
for SCCA members, $40 plus $15 weekend membership 
for non-members.  Info at www.stlsolo.org.  

27 Sept 19—Last Kirkwood Sonic Car Cruise of the sea-
son, at Big Bend and S Kirkwood.  

27-28 Sept 19—Memphis Euro Fest, at Youth Villages, 
7410 Memphis-Arlington Rd, Bartlett, TN.  $30 per car, $15 
for second car, registration6 AM-10 AM.  Reportedly the 
MG club is thinking of sending a delegation; info on the 
show at www.memphiisbritishcars.org.  

4 Oct 19—Memories Car Club Cruise at Faith Church, 
aka “The Zoo.”  Rahning Rd off MO 30/Gravois, 4 PM-9 
PM all vehicles ‘79 or older are welcome.  

4-5 Oct 19—Jaguar Association of Greater St Louis Annual 

Concours d’Elegance, at Faust Park.  Friday night 
meet and greet at Prolevel RC Race Track, Chesterfield 
Mall, 6-8 PM.  Concours Saturday at Faust Park, 15185 
Olive Blvd, Chesterfield, cars on the field between 7 and 9 
AM.  Judging begins at noon and will continue until 3:30 
PM, if necessary.  Awards banquet 6-10 PM at TopGolf St 
Louis, 16851 N Outer 40, Chesterfield.  Info at 
www.jagstl.com and in the online Growl.  

5 Oct 19—Cars & Coffee West/Sunrise Church, 7116 
Twin Chimneys Blvd, O’Fallon, MO, 8-10 AM.  

6 Oct 19—BSCC Autocross #7, Family Arena, St Charles, 
show about 9:30 AM.  To get on the event mailing list or for 
additional information, contact Racer Steve at 
sshab@yahoo.com.  

12 Oct 19—5
th

 Annual Old Chain of Rocks Bridge 
Route 66 Car Show, sponsored by the Chain of Rocks 
Community Association (CORCA).  South of I-270 on Riv-
erside Dr, register online or on the day of event from 9 AM-
noon.  Attendance prizes, multiple trophy categories, 50/50 
drawing . For info, call up http://corca2stl.org/2019-show-
classic-cars-wanted.html.  

12 Oct 19—Cars & Coffee/Fast Lane Classic Cars, 427 
Little Hills Industrial Blvd, St Charles, 8-10 AM. 

12-13 Double-National Weekend Rallies, course and 
tour, sponsored by the St Louis Region SCCA.  For info, 
email Ron Ferris, ronmferris@hotmail.com.  More to follow.  

13 Oct 19—St Louis Region SCCA Autocross #7, Fam-
ily Arena, St Charles.  Registration 7 to 8:15 AM, $40 for 
SCCA members, $40 plus $15 weekend membership for 
non-members.  Info at www.stlsolo.org.  

17 Oct 19—Jaguar Association of Greater St Louis Classics 
& Cocktails, Missouri Athletic Club-West, 4:30 PM-7 PM.  
Great event for networking and showing our love of cars.  

19 Oct 19—Cars & Coffee/Westport, 8 AM-11 AM.  

19 Oct 19—8
th

 Annual Mascoutah Fall Fest Car Show, 
W Main St, enter from Church and First Streets.  Registra-
tion 9 AM-noon, for more info, email mascoutahcham-
ber62258@gmail.com.  

19-22 Sept 19—Jensen East Nationals, 20th annual gath-
ering of Jensen Owners.  Planned activities include a 
“British Invasion” drive to Fulton on Friday the 20th, open to 
all British and other special interest vehicles, followed by 

participation in Saturday’s All-British Car & Cycle 
Show at Creve Coeur Lake Park.  Monitor 
www.jenseneast.org/index.html for additional information. 

20 Sept 19—All British Car & Cycle Show Welcome BBQ, 
for registered participants.  At the Heidman Shelter, Creve 
Coeur Lake Park, sponsored by All British Car Repair.   
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20 Oct 19—MG Club of St Louis annual Sporting Clay 
Shoot, at Blackhawk Valley Hunt Club, Old Monroe, 
starts at 9 AM.  Bring you shells (either #8 or #7.5 bird), 
Blackhawk fees are $24 for 50 clay birds or 40 for $100.  
No handguns allowed; if you do not have a shotgun, call 
John Mangles at (314)426-1600 and he’ll find one for you.  
Please RSVP to John NLT 17 October at 
mgdoc@sbcglobal.net.  

20 Oct 19—Rescheduled BSCC autocross #3, Family Are-
na, St Charles, show about 9:30 AM.  $35 for six runs, to 
get on the event mailing list or for additional information, 
contact Racer Steve at sshab@yahoo.com.  

27 Oct 19—St Louis Region SCCA Autocross #8, World 
Wide Technology Raceway at Gateway (GMP).  Info at 
www.stlsolo.org.  

TRials—National Gathering of TR250 & TR6 Owners 
3-6 October 2019 

Sheraton Westport Lakeside Chalet 

SLTOA’s Kevin Blume is serving as the event coordinator for this 
big annual confab, and he’s requested the assistance of 
SLTOA’s membership.  6-Pack gathering can use drive planners/
leaders, guides, staff assistance at the car show and run the hos-
pitality suite at the Sheraton.  

If you can pitch in in any fashion, please contact Kevin at 
kblume1@gmail.com.  For information on the TRials—particularly 
if you’re one of SLTOA’s TR6 owners—call up  

https://ckeefe4.wixsite.com/6-packtrial2019 

 

Registration available online at https://allbritishcarshow.com/registration/  

Don’t forget: Friday night’s Pre-Show BBQ 

Creve Coeur Lake Memorial Park, 5 PM until dark 

Sponsored by All British Car Repair / www.themgdoc.com  
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   Another good turnout 
for an SLTOA meeting 
20 August, with 22 mem-
bers gathering at one of 
our regular favorite 
stops, Llywelyn’s in 
Webster Groves.  In and 
around the delivery of 
the meals, the usual 
small talk/table talk/
skullduggery took place 
while Bonnie David 
made the rounds, show-
ing photos of her and 
Jack’s recent trips to 
Europe and Colorado.  
Apparently, in the latter 
location, she set a rec-
ord as the oldest person to ever ride one attraction’s zip line (great video!).  Elsewhere, 
Dave Massey showed the other members his newly siamesed TR6 head gasket, while 
Kevin Blume worked the crowd for volunteers for the upcoming Six-Pack TRials.   

   With president Andy Stark’s impending work-related departure for an assignment in 
Saudi Arabia, Stephen Paur announced the presentation of two awards, plus Andy’s des-
ignation as head of the “Sons of the Desert Chapter of SLTOA.”  Interestingly enough, 
we also had several discussions about the new C8 mid-engine Corvette (hey, a few of 
the members own ‘Vettes…).  

   Vice President Creig Houghtaling initiated the business portion of the evening at 7 PM 
sharp:  

Old Business 

 Thanks to Jeff Homsher for another excellent LBC-related tech session at It’s 

Alive Automotive on Saturday 17 August; we always learn something new plus, 

he happily provides donuts and coffee.  Apparently, Jeff is cornering the TR250 

market; he just had four delivered.  

 Stephen Paur summarized the Friday 27 July drive to the Russell House Res-

taurant and Inn in Hillsboro, organized by Karl Schmitt.  He noted eight cars, 13 

participants, another great drive designed by Karl and great food.  

New Business 

 Stephen and Karl announced another Friday night dinner drive, to Trattoria 

Giuseppe in Imperial, for 23 August.  Meet at 6:15 PM for a roughly 90 minute 

drive, depart around 6:30 and arrive at the Trattoria around 8 PM.  

 Karl suggested a possible clay shoot event for later in the fall, at a location in 

the vicinity of Jefferson City.  The 600-700 acre facility features six to seven 

shooting stops in and out of the woods.  Figure $30 for 100 clay birds, bring a 

shotgun but if you don’t have one, loaners will be available.  We’ll make sure the 

MG club gets the word about the event.  

 Ed Kaizer announced the annual fall colours drive, scheduled for Saturday 26 

October.  The route will be similar to previous runs, including a pass through 

Principia.  One thing to think about: Aerie’s Resort in Grafton, our traditional end 

point/lunch locale, has built a gondola system from the parking lot below to the 

restaurant up the hill (mountain? Promontory?); it’s $10 for the gondola ride.  Ed 

said other lunch options existed if participants decided they didn’t want to leave 

their cars in the parking lot and ride the gondola…and added that Bonnie would 

demonstrate her zip line technique if we did take the high-wire ride to the top.  

(Continued on page 5) LF 

SLTOA  Minutes—20 August 2019 
Negative Camber 

By the Editor 

   For starters this month, if you read 
Andy Stark’s “Sundays Under the 
Bonnet” column in August’s Notes or 
have been to the last couple of meet-
ings, you’re aware Andy’s heading 
overseas.  As a result, we need a 
new president, someone who will step 
up and complete Andy’s two-year 
term.   

   In order for this club – or any club, 
for that matter – to survive, we need a 
periodic injection of new leadership.  
We’re doing very well in attracting 
new and returning members, which 
brings a positive infusion of new ideas 
(and cars!) to our merry band.  Along 
the same lines, it’s beneficial to the 
club and all of our members if new 
faces assume “staff” positions.  Any 
club which continues to rotate the 
same individuals through the various 
leadership spots eventually withers 
and dies; I’ve seen it happen with 
other car clubs.  

  The president’s office with SLTOA 
isn’t difficult.  Yes, we’re all pressed 
for time and yes, we all have other 
activities and work and who knows 
what else that keep us busy.  Howev-
er, whoever agrees to take the posi-
tion will quickly find they have solid 
backing in the other officers.  Above 
and beyond our event chairman, we 
have several club members who reg-
ularly take the initiative to plan, set up 
and execute drives and other activi-
ties.  We have a highly experienced 
vice president as well as an equally 
skilled treasurer.   

   Therefore, assuming the duties of 
president with SLTOA does not mean 
you’ll be flying blind and alone; you’ll 
have plenty of wingmen to assist and 
help the club move forward; to contin-
ue the aviation analogy, the other 
officers will have your six covered.   

   I hope someone in the club who 
hasn’t previously held a leadership 
position comes forward and puts their 
name in for the president’s office.  If 
called, please answer in the positive, 

(Continued on page 12) 
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SLTOA Tech Session—17 Aug 2019 

 Speaking of Bonnie, she remaindered everyone of the annual Halloween costume party meeting at her and Jack ’s place, 

on 29 October.  This year’s theme is “Star Wars” (waitaminit, we have a theme?).  

 Maria Moore reminded everyone of the rescheduled annual club picnic, at Vlasis Park north of Manchester this coming 

Sunday (25 August).  The information’s posted on the club web page and Facebook, the club will provide chicken and hot 

dogs, some are bringing side dishes, salads, watermelon, etc and Stephen Paur’s bringing the Pin the Wheel on the Tri-

umph game.  There will be a short drive in advance of the picnic.  

 The secretary provided updates on the Boeing Sports Car Club autocross series and the upcoming All British Car & Cy-

cle Show, where Jensen will serve as the featured marque; Creig reminded everyone to register for the ABCC. The sec-

retary also noted the upcoming annual Veterans Day drive, scheduled for Sunday, 10 December, and Polar Bear, Sun-

day, 2 February.   

 Kevin Blume discussed TRials, pointing out he could still use volunteers from 

the club to assist with the confab.  He said that as of meeting time, 89 had 

registered for the 3-6 October event, from all over the country.  In addition, the 

City of St Charles agreed to shut down four blocks downtown for a TR250/

TR6 show.   The effort required a $3 million bond plus the approval of the 

Visitor & Convention Bureau, police chief, fire chief, city manager AND the 

mayor…Anyway, volunteers are needed for the St Charles event, the hospi-

tality room at the host hotel, three drives on Friday and three drives on Satur-

day.  Creig pointed out that volunteers will have to register for the TRials 

event – particularly if they intend to participate in the car show in St Charles – 

but the registration fee is waived.  Vols will pay for any meals, t-shirts, etc.  

 Karl received an email via The Wedge Owners Association concerning an 

MGB GT for sale in New Mexico, $2500, but will sell to a club member for 

$1500.  He notified the MG club.  

The President 

 Creig and Stephen discussed Andy’s job-related “abdication,” Stephen 

showed everyone the plaques/awards, for presentation at a future date. Andy 

received a BIG round of applause in absentia.   

 Efforts are underway to identify and name a new president to complete 

Andy’s term.  

Treasurer’s Report  

 The balances are $2319.61 in the business account and $724.82 in the event 

fund.   

 The club’s in good shape for the upcoming Christmas party, plan on the standard $20 per person 

Tech/Works in Progress 

 Dave and his gasket: he said he noticed the classic “weird noise” during the Russell House drive and on the way back 

home his TR6 ran poorly, like it was running on four cylinders.  He changed the plugs, didn ’t make a difference.  Pulled 

the air cleaner, got fire out of the rear carb (“Gee, that’s different”), disconnected the No. 5 plug wire, no fire, so he fig-
(Continued on page 12) 

SM 

Dave with his customized TR6 head gasket.  

  We enjoyed another good turnout for one of the club’s periodic tech ses-
sions, this time a re-visit to Jeff Homsher and It’s Alive Automotive.  As per 
usual, the assortment of cars in the shop, on the showroom floor and out 
back provided a lot of entertainment, but the main event remained the tech 
component of the gathering.  

   Starting with clutch removal, repair or replacement, Jeff stressed docu-
menting where everything that’s attached so you can put the components 
back together accurately when you’re done (Ed Note: everyone who has not 
followed this basic rule and had trouble putting something back together, feel 
free to raise your hand…).   He noted TR6 transmissions were reasonably 

(Continued on page 6) 
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light but TR6s with overdrive were heavier, adding “Austin-Healey transmissions are really heavy.”    Jeff followed up with discus-
sions on rest repair and then went into proper starting and tuning of the car once everything’s back in.   

   With the wealth of knowledge found among our club members, a lot of excellent input and back and forth took place, including 
personal experiences with Triumph repairs.  The entire session lasted about 90 minutes, not counting the requisite tire-kicking and 
story-telling before and after.  Once again, our thanks to Jeff for providing an excellent tech session.   

Tech Session (Continued from page 5) 

On the cover: you might recognize this immaculate TR7 as 
the car that belonged to former president Craig Madsen 
(now officer-in-charge of our Lake of the Ozarks detach-
ment).  Creig Houghtaling recently acquired the Wedge and 
has started bringing it to SLTOA events.   

Jeff, doing tech talk like an Egyptian…. 
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Annual SLTOA Picnic—25 Aug 17 

   Weather notwithstanding, 24 club members took advantage 
of a largest shelter at Ballwin’s Vlasis Park and gathered on 
the 25th for some good food and camaraderie at the club’s 
annual picnic.   

   Three members took part in the short drive to the event site; 
the leader started out with the top down on his car and, during 
the truly scenic run up Kiefer Creek, he discovered there 
weren’t any places to pull of in order to get the top up.  Fortu-
nately, the entryway to a housing development appeared 
and , quite soaked, he managed to get the top up while the 
occupants of the two following cars waited patiently.   

   However, the true hard luck award went to the Poropats, 
who pulled over twice on the way to Vlasis in order for Mike to 
do, er, adjustments  under the hood of their ‘63 Morgan DHC.  
After they finally arrived, a rumor started that Sonja was call-
ing up a Uber for the return ride home...Anyway, in and 
around numerous comfortable, watertight sedans and SUVs, 
we managed to put a 1980 TR8, 1974 TR6, the Poropat’s 
Morgan and the Kresser’s ‘65 Volvo in the parking lot next to 
the shelter. 

   After everyone loaded their plates, the discussion got going 
at various tables.  New member (returning member?) Michael 
Bakalor  got a few of the guys going with a discussion of a 
very unique TR7, the “Southern Skies” edition.  The gang 
determined it was a one-year option 1976, probably a dealer-
added option for anyone who bought a TR7 hardtop.  Post-
event research in the VTR web page turned up the following; 
offered by Triumph dealers in the southeastern US, the car 
featured a tinted glass sunroof, “Southern Skies” lettering and 

stripes run-
ning rearward 
along the 
swoosh and a 
“..round sun-
burst and 
quarter moon 
decal on the 
lower half of 
the front 
wings behind 
the front 
wheel.”   

  In and 
around go-
ing back for seconds, members made the rounds, continuing a 
number of discussions and running for their umbrellas when 
the rain lifted briefly.  Linda Massey showed everyone photos 
of The Official Possum of the SLTOA: Cecil/Cecilia the Ceiling 
Possum.”  Apparently the critter has taken quite a liking to the 
Massey’s place, as it keeps returning every time it’s removed 
to a more woodsy locale (see page xxx). 

   Despite the weather, which forced periodic movement of 
food and people to the middle of the shelter, all who attended 
had a great time in a great locale.  Our thanks to the Moores 
for setting up the picnic and handling the main courses; our 
thanks also to everyone who assisted and attended.  Maybe 
next year we’ll earn somewhat better weather for the annual 
gathering.  

Triumph press photo, via VTR.  
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Jack & Bonnie’s Excellent Adventure 

By Bonnie David   

 Hello Car Friends,  Jack and I recently went on a Viking River 
Cruise on "The Romantic Danube" as it was called.  Anytime 
we travel we have to be on the alert for British cars, especially 
Triumphs.  

   We flew into Budapest, where I didn't know until some years 
ago that it was originally two different cities, Buda & Pest.  The 
Buda side has the hills and castles and the Pest side is flat 
and somewhat modern.  We rode in/or on their underground 
railway which was built in 1896 and was the first subway in the 
continent.  Another fun thing we did was an out of town tour to 
Skanzen where we learned how to make true Hungarian Gou-
lash (gulyas).  All of the tour guests were given aprons and we 
cut up the vegetables for the goulash.  Typical Jack, he got a 
different color apron which meant he had to stir the pot over 
the open fire. Very fun but we really didn't eat our goulash.  

   Driving into Vienna we passed Webster University which 
according to my research is associated with our Webster Univ.  
In Vienna we toured Schonbrunn Palace and gardens and 
went to a Mozart & Strauss concert in one of the many opera 
houses there.  The Wachau Valley on the Danube was our 
next journey and then we were bussed to Salzburg for the day 
where we saw a TR6, red of course.    

   Had lunch with "Sound of Music" performers at St. Peter's 
Keller.  This restaurant next to St. Peter's Abbey has been 
serving food since 803.  This is our third time in Salzburg and 
we have eaten there every time. 

   Our next "car" spotting was in Regensberg, Germany, a Ro-
man fortress city that still has miles of original walls.  This car 
was a Morgan, red of course.  From here we were back on the 
river with stops along the way with Nuremberg being amaz-
ing.   

   We toured the underground bomb shelters that housed the 
precious art treasures during WWII.  We saw the remains of 
the coliseum Hitler tried to build to seat 50,000 of his best 
friends but it was never completed.  We did however stop at 

Zeppelin Field and Grandstand Rally Grounds he built and 
used.  Then we were able to sit in Courtroom 600 where the 
Nuremberg Trials took place because they were not having 
court that afternoon. 

   As we left Nuremberg on our way to Prague via bus, our 
scheduled rest stop was at a McDonald's and in the parking lot 
was a French Citroen, mostly black but with red doors and 
bonnet.  In Prague we had the ORIGINAL Budweiser beer and 
again saw many amazing buildings.   

   Outside Prague we toured Terezin.  This walled city was built 
in the late 18th  century and was a regular city until Nazi Ger-
many took it over in 1940 to use as a concentration camp.  It 
was used as a "passing through" place rather than an extermi-
nation camp.  However, many people died from starvation, 
disease & population density.  A typical cell would sleep 70 
persons, standing up. About 150,000 persons, 15,000 of which 
were children, passed through.  Less than 150 children sur-
vived along with 17,247 other persons. 

As we left Prague we toured the tallest building they have, 
Zizkov TV Tower.  Check it out, it has fiberglass babies crawl-
ing up the sides.  The work of a Czech sculptor with a 
"different" touch.  
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Heartland All-British Show 

By Stephen L. Paur  

  Over Labor Day Weekend I attended the Heartland All British 
Car and Cycle Meet in Merriman, Kansas about twenty 
minutes or so from downtown Kansas City.  The Heartland 
folks had reached out to SLTOA to invite our membership and 
since my son lives in Kansas City, I thought it would be a great 
opportunity to attend the show and spend some time with my 
youngest, Brian. 

   I had decided early on that I would take a scenic, backroad 
route from my home in St. Peters to Kansas City to avoid the 
holiday traffic, big rigs, and to travel in peace.  I thought this 
was a good plan, but it did have some pitfalls.  Starting off on 
Friday the weather looked questionable with heavy skies and 

the threat of rain.  Filling up the 
petrol tank at the start of the jour-
ney I thought it best to put up the 
top.  Heading out Highway 94 on 
the first leg I was astounded to find 
that it must have been skunk mat-
ing season.  Before reaching 
Rhineland there must have been a 
dozen or more of these poor, flat-

tened, and odoriferous animals littering the roadway.  About a 
mile past Rhineland, the skunk fragrance finally started to dis-
sipate in the cabin. 

   Up until Rhineland, 
save for skunks, I had 
been enjoying the won-
derful scenery but that 
soon changed.   Soon it 
began to drizzle and as 
I reached the next town 
Portland I was in a full-
fledged tropical storm.  
I was concerned that 
my TR6 would take on 
a great deal of water 
through the side win-
dows due to the wind but that wasn’t the case.  I didn’t dream 
that my wipers would push more water into the inside of the 
car than off the windscreen.  It was not a good time to find out 
that the rubber around the front window was more of a canal 
into the car than weather protection to keep the rain out.  Grab-
bing a box of Kleenex and a half roll of paper towels to plug up 
the leaks around the dash was just enough to keep the car 
from sinking. 

   Continuing to Jefferson City to transfer to Highway 50 the 
gale continued.  The road from here was much improved for 
foul weather driving as now I was on a divided highway with 
sparse traffic.  The divided highway continued until California 
where it turned back to two lanes.  With the rain and more traf-
fic this made me hold onto the wheel ever so tightly.  There 
was only one white knuckle moment when I hit a deep puddle 
in the road that caused a momentary feeling of being in a 
speed boat, but the car settled down and I stayed in my lane.  
This was dangerously before I came upon of stream of large 
trucks in the oncoming lane. 

   Finally reaching the pristine city of Sedalia where Highway 
50 runs through a neighborhood of stately homes, I was able 
to take a brief rest before returning to travel on divided high-
way for the remainder of the trip.  Unfortunately, the rain was 
still coming down hard.  Still having an ample supply of Kleen-
ex and paper towels I pressed on and finally reached Lees 
Summit.   

    After driving for a good two hours or so in driving rain blue 
skies showed up in the distance.  Swinging north to KC I finally 
reached my son’s apartment opposite Union Station and 
parked in his covered garage.   I left St. Peters at approximate-
ly 10:00 AM and with one stop and a flawless running but albeit 
soggy car I made to my destination in five and a half hours. 

   Though there 
were supper activi-
ties and a boot 
sale for the show 
on Saturday even-
ing I elected not to 
attend.  I did how-
ever get an early 
start to arrive at 
the show on Sun-
day at 8 AM.  The 
drive from down-
town KC was about twenty minutes on the interstate and the 
venue, the Merriam Market Place, was a great spot adjacent to 
a beautiful park.  Getting off the interstate for Merriam every-
thing was marked with signage to direct you to the event and 
for check-in.  Check-in was very well organized and efficient, 
and all the officials could not have been more welcoming.   
Once you picked up your registration packet/bag containing 
your car card, little car goodies, and any merchandised  you 
pre-ordered there were plenty of workers to get you to you 
proper place in an expansive parking lot where everything was 
well marked by class.    

   The weather was perfect being cool and partly cloudy for 
most of the day.  There were a great number of diverse British 
cars from just about everywhere in the Kansas City region and 
a few from other states (see the photo link to the show on the 
SLTOA website in the Announcement section).  Everyone at 
the show was very cordial and I met a lot of great enthusiasts 
sharing stories and technical knowledge.  There was a food 
truck selling reasonably priced food items and cold beverages 
and the local Triumph and MG Club had a booth for member-
ship and trinkets.   

   One of the things that really surprised me was a good num-
ber of folks were familiar SLTOA and many of them enjoy and 
read our Exhaust Notes.  While there I took and shared a ton of 
photos, invited a good number of folks to our All British Car and 
Cycle Show and touted the 6-Pack event.  Some were consid-
ering coming up. 

(Continued on page 10) 
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   After judging was complete it didn’t take long to get the 
awards tallied and distributed.  Like I said things were well 
organized and fun but I think that the after show gathering at 
the Transportation Brewery had something to do with keeping 
everything on time.    I really enjoyed the drive up, spending 
time at the show and with my son and his young lady explor-
ing KC.  I even got to see the Idaho Potato Truck and got a 
picture of Spuddy Buddy at Union Station (I am on the left).  I 
would look forward to attending the Heartland again.   

Heartland Show (Continued from page 9)     The drive back using the same route could not have been 
better with one exception.  I discovered in Sedalia that there 
are chicken processing plants nearby.  The chickens appear to 
be trans-
ported live 
to their de-
mise 
stacked in 
open cages 
six or seven 
cages high.  
Following 
them in an 
open car is 
not recom-
mended as 
it seems 
they molt 
on the way 
to the pro-
cessing plant and the smell put me off chicken for a time after I 
returned.  I am still finding feathers in the radiator.  Other than 
that the drive back was uneventful as the weather was good, 
the car ran flawlessly, and the beautiful scenery made for a 
very pleasant drive back. 

   If you have any questions about my experiences at the 
Heartland or want some additional information contact me or 
see me at the next SLTOA meeting. 

Excellent tip: don’t follow the chicken truck... 
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    As a follow up to last month’s article on the 2019 Great Race, Hemmings and Hagerty have 
announced the route for next year’s event.  And yes folks, the participants will pass well within 
striking distance for St Louis collector car clubs, such as your favorite LBC organization.  

   The race will start in San Antonio, Texas, on 20 June and head north to Broken Arrow, Okla-
homa, before turning east on US 66 to Joplin and Rolla.  Joplin will serve as one of the over-
night stops; the following day, the procession will have lunch in Rolla, then head down to Cape 
Girardeau for another overnighter.  From southeast Missouri, the route goes through Owens-
boro and Georgetown, Kentucky; Beckley, West Virginia; and Mooresville, North Carolina, 
before finishing up in Greenville, South Carolina on 28 June.  It might be worth mounting an 
LBC expedition to Rolla, Fredericktown or Cape Girardeau to see the cars.  Stay tuned... 

A Request For Assistance 

By Stephen Paur 
 
Dear Member: 

  At the Heartland British Car Show I was approached by Scott 
Williams, another participant with a beautiful Austin America, 
asking if SLTOA could possibly help him with finding a very 
special Triumph.   Scott's mother had a special 30th anniver-
sary edition TR7 and he desires to own one similar to the one 
she had when he was young.  He knows it may be difficult to 
find a car exactly as she had but has provided us with a wish 
list and knows he may have to make some compromises. 

   Wish list: 

 1979-80 TR7 (FHC or Roadster is acceptable) 

 The original car was white with beige tartan interior 

 Air Conditioning 

 30th Anniversary edition (glass sunroof and trim) 

Preferably a sorted car with: 

 Good paint 

 Original Stromberg carburetors (though EFI will be consid-
ered) 

   The car should not be a project car It has been suggested to 
him that he might be better served with a TR8 but prefers to 
stay with the smaller displacement engine of the TR7.  Also, 
he enjoys the fast revving, quick spirit of the 7. 

   If anyone knows of a TR7 that could fill the bill or have any 
questions, please email Scott at oldertechsw@gmail.com.  
Feel free to send this email on to anyone you believe may be 
able to help him in his quest. 

 

Ed Note: According to the Triumph Wedge Owners Asso-
ciation (TWOA; www.triumphwedgeowners.org/30th-
anniversary-edition.html), the cars featured:  a 30th Anniver-
sary Edition dash plaque; the same steering wheel as the TR8 
with black and gold Triumph laurel wreath in the center cap; 
steel wheels with polished aluminum trim rings (as used on the 
1975-1976 USA TR7) and center  hub caps specific to the 30th 
anniversary edition; gold, black or silver pinstripes along the 
sides of the car and across the lower edge of the boot lid; gold, 
black or silver “2 LITRE” decals on the lower front edge of the 
rear wings; brown coco floor mats; luggage rack; fog lamps; 
and AM/FM cassette push button radio.  

30th Anniversary TR7 advertisement, Road & Track, 
August 1980 (via TWOA) 

Attention other Triumph club editors: Feel free to run this request in this form or whatever works for you.  
We figure the best way to help Mr Williams’ find a 30

th
 Anniversary TR7 is to spread the word.  Thanks!  MK/ed 

30th Anniversary TR7 FHC (photo: ACM Classic Motorcars) 

2020 Great Race  
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ured he had a bad head gasket between cylinders 5 and 6.  When he checked the compression on No. 5, the air blew out 

of No. 6 and vice versa.  Dave added the TR6 was officially his driver, while repairs to his TR8 continue.   

 John Lamberg has a water pump issue with his Spit6, possibly also head gasket issues (“Why am I getting rain on my 

windshield on a clear day?”).  He said resolving both issues on the Spit6 are a real bear… 

 Steve Moore has his TR3 running “really good.”  He admitted he actually broke down and used a fuel additive, something 

he never does, but it solved an engine knock and the engine’s running a lot stronger (RSP: “The key is he read the direc-

tions.”  RSP by Dave: “He actually read the directions?  That’s it, we’re kicking you out of the he-man club!”) 

 Kevin commented on rust repair work done by Jeff and the crew at It’s Alive, TR6.  They disassembled the rocker panels 

and discovered a previous owner had done “repairs” using plastic rain gutters (!). 

 John Willerton talked about the installation of the windshield on Steve Moore’s TR3.  John’s getting his TR3 painted, the 

body should be back on the frame shortly.  He’ll need help installing the backlight in the hardtop and the installation of the 

wiring harness.  

   The meeting concluded at 7:55 PM.   As always, our thanks to Llywelyn’s and in particular Sam the Server.  We’ll be back!   

Minutes (Continued from page 5) 

and take your place in contributing to the continued growth 
and survival of the St Louis Triumph Owners Association.   

   Now, to a few updates on laws and proposed laws that ef-
fect our vehicles and ownership, as well as classic/collectible 
car owners overseas, with emphasis on London and southern 
England.  On 22 September – barely a week away as this 
column comes together – London will institute a one-day ban 
on all vehicles within the inner city.  Per Mayor Sadiq Kahn, 
“London is leading the way in innovative measures to improve 
air pollution and I want this year’s Care Free Day events to bet 
the best of any world city.”  According to Centre for London’s 
Silviya Barrett, the one-day car-free zone will help prepare 
Londoners for a, well, car-free environment.  She stated, “one 
day of action will only go so far; we need to lock-in car-free 
lifestyles for good.”  

   Not everyone’s particularly impressed.  R. Emmett Tyrell, Jr, 
writing in the Washington Times, noted:  

Negative Camber (Continued from page 4) 

Andy Gets His Just Rewards... 

   As indicated in his column last month, SLTOA president Andy Stark has to leave the 
position due to his pending move overseas.   At August’s meeting, Stephen Paur showed 
off the award plaques the club had generated for Andy; fortunately, on 10 September 
Veep Creig Houghtaling and Jim Dooley tracked Andy down at World Wide Technology 
Raceway at Gateway , made the presentation and took some time to cheer Andy on dur-
ing a track event.   

Creig, left, makes the presentation to out-
going president Andy Stark during a break 
in the action at World Wide Technology 
Raceway (photo by Jim Dooley)  

   The mayor (Sadiq Khan) envisages London as a city 
abundant with bicycle riders and pedestrians. In his 
London of the future, the only automobiles will be the 
patrol cars of the police. 

   I got a presentiment of the London government’s 
contempt for the automobile from my friend John 
Springs, an English-born sketch artist who happens to 
be the finest sketch artist practicing today. Call him our 
Daumier. Years ago, he bought a Ferrari, which by 
now is quite old. John is prevented from driving it into 
central London because of onerous taxes placed on 
older cars because they lack the anti-pollution equip-
ment of newer cars. Soon the newer cars will be 
banned, too. But do not worry. The mayor will find a 
way. Possibly he will claim that new cars have too 
much anti-pollution equipment on them. 

   As is readily apparent, efforts to reduce the numbers of pri-
vately owned and commercial internal combustion vehicles 
continue over here.  As reported by The Daily Wire and 
CNSNews, during a seven-hour climate change “town hall” 

(Continued on page 13) 
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held by CNN on 4 September, one presidential candidate 
stressed his support for electric vehicles.  To what extent?  He 
suggested the government should initiate a “buy back” pro-
gram of our “clunkers” (hmmm, sounds like “Cash for Clunkers 
II,” eh?).  When moderator Wolf Blitzer asked the candidate if 
he, in fact, would push for 100% electric vehicles in the states, 
he responded,  

   We are going to love driving our electric cars…there 
will still be some legacy gas guzzlers on the road for 
quite some time, because this not a country where 
you’re going to, like, take someone’s clunker away from 
them.  But you are going to offer to buy the clunker 
back and help them upgrade. 

   Wonderful, just wonderful…How much you want to bet there 
are politicians out there who would designate our 38 to 65-
year-old Triumphs as “clunkers?”     

   What is more likely is an increase in municipalities charging 
for the, er, “privilege” of driving in inner cities.  It’ll take place 
under the concept of improving the environment, but will also 
stress cutting down on traffic and, as a side benefit, will pro-
vide cities with another source of revenue.   

   For example, according to a 6 September article in Crain’s 
Chicago Business, Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot has suggest-
ed the enactment of a congestion tax.  The article notes that 
such taxes are already in effect in London, Stockholm and 
Singapore and New York City’s about to put its own law into 
effect.  Mayor Lightfoot said such a tax would “…ease traffic in 
crowded downtown” and, by the way, would bring in extra rev-
enue.  The latter component’s particularly important, as Chica-
go’s laboring under an $838 million budget deficit.  

Negative Camber (Continued from page 12)    London’s tax went into effect in 2003 and charges about $14/
£11 for each vehicle which enters a 13-square-mile area of 
downtown between 7 AM and 6 PM; drivers of vehicle regis-
tered within the district get a 90 percent break on the tax.  As a 
result of this tax, the city receives roughly $182 million/£146 
annually.   

    Chicago Metropolitan Planning Council member Audrey Win-
nek admits implementing a tax covering Chicago’s central busi-
ness district “…would not be a simple task.”  However, she stat-
ed confidence in high-tech solutions that would make the plan 
workable and desirable.   Proponents believe such a tax will 
bring in needed funding for necessities like infrastructure im-
provements, help balance the city’s budget and force commut-
ers out of their cars and into transit alternatives…not that own-
ers of LBCs and other collectible/special interest vehicles who 
go for drives along Lakeshore Drive are considering transit al-
ternatives. 

    As always, we’ll keep an eye on things and report develop-
ments and proposals as they occur.  While no one’s heard a 
peep from St Louis’ city government concerning the prospects 
of such a tax, when two of the largest cities in the country imple-
ment them and follow up with data concerning massive revenue 
in and a decline in congestion, you can assume other govern-
ments will take note.   

    

Sources: A.D. Quig, “So, how would a congestion tax work 
in Chicago?”, Crain’s Chicago Business, 6 September 2019; 
Luke John Smith, “These UK motorists will be banned from 
using their car on this day,” The Express, 27 June 2019.  

 

  

SLTOA Spitfire owners scramble for the annual All British Car &  Cycle Show 

Photo: The Mirror 
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SLTOA’s on Facebook! 
Www.facebook.com/home.php?
sk=group_134416339926824&ap=1 

Admit it, You Want This 

Car 

StL LBC Challenge 

   And now for something completely different: a 1975 TR6 

powered by a turbocharged Ford 2.3L four, backed by a five-

speed transmission.  The car appeared in Bring A Trailer in 

late August with an initial bid of $1750.  

   The owner, in Shoreham, New York, out on Long Island, 

acquired the car as roller in 2012, added the new drivetrain, 

repainted the car emerald green, restored the interior – includ-

ing the addition of a Bluetooth-capable stereo – and added a 

free-flow exhaust system, Ron Francis wiring harness and an 

Isuzu intercooler.  He also lowered the bumper and returned 

the front parking lights to their normal position, giving the car 

the look of an earlier TR6.  The engine and Borg Warner T5 

transmission came out of a 1988 Ford Thunderbird. 

   The mod’d TR6 sold on 3 September for $12,000.   

   Modeled after the Moss Challenge, every month the editor 
of the MG Club’s Metro Gazette throws down the gauntlet 
with the other LCB clubs: get a picture of your car in front of a 
designated site or item.  This month’s photo spot is a gas 
station; once you take your picture, forward it to Glenn Owens 
at editor@stlouismgclub.com as well as the Notes editor at 
sltoaed@gmail.com or rangermk@sbcglobal.net.  If you send 
in a photo of your Triumph in front of the appropriate location, 
we will print it.   

Official SLTOA Possum 

  Introducing Cecil/Cecilia, 
the Ceiling-Living Possum 
that’s been making him/ 
herself comfortable Dave 
and Linda Massey’s 
house.  According to Lin-
da, the critter was in the 
house for several days 
before getting trapped and 
released some distance 
away.  Well, as seen in the 
picture at right, guess who 
made it back?  
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SLTOA Classifieds 

59 TR3A—W/optional hard-
top, one owner, no title but can 
be replaced.  Mileage over 
200,000, engine turns but has-
n’t been started in several 
years.  Was driven and well 
maintained by my late father 
from 1959 to 1983, to the best 

of my knowledge all parts are present and intact.  Interior: any-
thing a mouse can eat has been eaten (which is most every-
thing); body rusted through in some spots, no major dents, few 
small scrapes, all glass, lamps and Plexiglas busted by van-
dals.  Also have a 2008 Mazda MX-5 for sale.  In Belleville, 
call Ted Myhre (618)406-8022 or email tedmyhre@yahoo.com 
(1807).  

73 Stag—Re-advertised, tour-
speed w/overdrive, has hard-
top. Engine rebuilt, has air 
conditioning, wire wheels, no 
rust, interior perfect except for 
one-inch tear.  Needs plaint, 
comes with two rolling parts 

cars with hardtops, no motors or transmissions.  Asking $6500 
for the lot, call Dennis at (660)248-2053 or (660)728-0540.  In 
Fayette, MO, northwest of Columbia (Craigslist) (1801) 

74 TR6—Great running clas-
sic, fun to drive, professionally 
overhauled in December 2018, 
including double Weber rebuilt, 
all new hoses and clamps, 
new thermostat, upgrade to 

electronic ignition, new tires, new front and rear shocks, new 
clutch master, slave and hose, new radiator and new brake 
master cylinder.  Has new radio, trunk, carpet and news top.  
In Defiance, email; 
f926ad0bb4603b3b87b5035990eed5a@sale.craigslist.org 
(Craigslist)(1907) 

80 TR7—$3000, with chrome wire wheels, dual weber carbs 
with regulator and electric fuel pump, 5-speed.  Ran great 
when parked.  Original carbs, set of four Delorto racing-style 
carbs possibly available, plus some extra free parts.  Offer 
wanted, email your phone number.  In Jefferson County, email 
8ea62672b4223db88c5ec1ef8c532001@sale.craigslist.org. 
(Craigslist)(1908) 

FIRE SALE—Spitfire, every-

thing must go!  40 over 
1500cc motor (assembly 
required) w/ 1.5" SU carbs, 
manifold, stainless heat 
shield, bearings, gaskets 
etc.  Bonnet project (GT6 
look), new punched lou-
vered side panels 
(assembly required), have 
all support brackets & 
headlight buckets (& dupli-
cates).  Anything & every-
thing I can put my hands on 
that's Spitfire related 
GOES. $1000. No Dicker-
ing.  ?'s call (636) 248-7466 
Craig Madsen (1906) 

 

St Louis Triumph Owners Association 
 

 

Proud member club, St Louis Sports Car Council 
www.stlscc.org 

 

Best of CraigsList 

SLTOA Blog: News, commentary, events, 
opinion and seasoned immaturity.  Www.sltoa.org/
blog/ 

 

60 AH Sprite—Customized back in the 60s’s, fiberglass nose 
from Corvette Corner out of San Francisco, Frenched tail 
lights, smooth running 948cc Engine (48 neck snapping 
horsepower), ribcage 4 speed transmission (1st gear whines), 
Side draft 40DCOE Weber carburetor (overkill), electronic 
ignition, electric fuel pump, 12 volt negative ground alterna-
tor, freshly pickled radiator, new gas tank, front disc brakes 
with later model master cylinder and separate clutch cylinder, 
4 wire wheels with new tires, new bushings on front suspen-
sion (have new bushings for rear that need to be installed.  
New carpet kit installed, new top, halogen headlights, 0-60 
Yes!  Fun Cheap class with lots of character, not perfect by 
any means but it starts and stops every time and is a blast to 
drive!  Now Entertaining Officers. In Puyallup, Washington, 
$9500, email 
a2a568cfe3533eb686ace79349ad11eb@sale.craigslist.org 
(Craigslist) (1809) 
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   We certainly hope that you will want to join the ranks of other proud Triumph owners, or for members, 
use this page to renew your membership of the St. Louis Triumph Owners Association (SLTOA). An annu-
al membership fee of $20.00, due each January, covers your membership dues the calendar year. 

   As a member, you will received the SLTOA monthly news letter Exhaust Notes, which includes:  

 Articles about SLTOA drives and events, both planned and  past 

 Schedules for regional and national Triumph and British car events  

 Technical tips and tech sessions  

 Feature articles on Triumph vehicle, personalities and competition history 

 For sale / want ads, free to members of SLTOA  

   You and yours will be able to participate with other SLTOA members in:  

 SLTOA touring drives  

 Monthly SLTOA club meetings, held every third Tuesday evening at selected, area restaurants 

 Local, regional, and national British car shows and conventions  

 The SLTOA Annual Picnic Meeting 

 The annual SLTOA Holiday party at a club subsidized rate 

 The club-sponsored web site, with event and activity details and access to the club’s private email list for 
quick communications with other SLTOA members 

   You will receive the SLTOA Membership Directory, updated annually and made available following the 

close of the annual membership drive.  Also, members are included in a blanket auto insurance 
policy covering certain club sponsored activities. 

Members using Facebook also have access to the SLTOA Facebook site.  

 

Join or Renew your SLTOA Membership today! 
   Payment for dues may be made by mail, at meetings, or by using the Paypal option on the club web 
page.   Dues including email delivery of Exhaust Notes every month are $20 annually.   Payment by Pay-
Pal will include a processing fee.  

Be advised, we can no longer offer to mail newsletters to new members via the US Postal Service.   Cur-
rent members who have been receiving the  newsletter via U. S. Mail will grandfathered and will continue 
to receive the newsletter via mail, however the membership rate will increase to $35.00 annually.  

 
Send payment to: SLTOA . 
   100 Hilltop Court 
   Washington,  
   Missouri   63090 
   Attn: Membership  
 
   For the directory, upon joining/renewing, please provide your address, contact information including email and num-
ber and year/model of your Triumph, or Triumphs (feel free to list any other special interest/collectable vehicles you 
may have in your possession).  

   If you have any questions about membership, please contact SLTOA treasurer Maria Moore at de-
loera56@sbcglbola.net.  We’ll see you out there! 

 

Membership Information 
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Next Meeting: 

Tuesday 17 Sept 19 

  
 
 

Culpeppers 
3100 W Clay St,  

St Charles  
(636)916-3102 

 
 

Show after 5:30 PM, pick your place, 
select your meal and engage in the  

usual commentary, verities and  
balderdash  

 

And Finally... 

So a friend of mine works at a car 
dealership, a young person came in 
with an older car and wanted to 
know why his iPhone charging port 
is scratching his screen and not 
charging... 


