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Calendar 

 

14 Dec 19—Yes, it’s that time again!  An-
nual SLTOA Christmas Party, at the 
Missouri Athletic Club-West, see pg 3.   

21 Jan 20—SLTOA Monthly Meeting, 
at Mimi’s Bistro + Bakery, 17240 Chesterfield 
Airport Rd, Chesterfield.   

9 Feb 20—Annual SLTOA Polar Bear 
Run.  Route planning is underway, plan on lunch at the 
end of the trail and a short business meeting.  Backup in 
the event of incredibly bad weather is Sunday 16 Febru-
ary.  Monitor www.sltoa.org and the Webmaster SLP’s 
periodic alerts for updates.   

10 Feb 20—Annual Drive Your Triumph Day, in cele-
bration of Sir John Black’s birthday.  Call up https://
driveyourtriumphday.shutterfly.com/.  

29-31 May 20—2020 Champagne British Car Festi-
val, held on the grounds of the Davis Mansion, Blooming-
ton, IL.  This year’s featured marque is Triumph; the show 
will run on Sunday from 9 AM to 2:30 PM.  Monitor 
www.cbcf-bloomington.com for details.  

15-19 Jun 20—TRA/Triumph Register of America 
National  Meet, hosted by the Miami Valley Triumphs, 
Clarion North Conference Center, 1950 Newtown Pike, 
Kentucky.  For information contact Bruce Clough at 
tcr1760lo@gmail.com.  

12 Dec 19—MG Club of St Louis RUBCO breakfast and 
annual food drive.  At the Sunny Street Café’ (formerly 
Egg 7 I), 11692 Manchester Rd, Kirkwood, 9:30 AM.  The 
member with the most canned goods gets a free break-
fast. 

17 Dec 19—MG Club of St Louis annual Holiday Lights 
Drive through Tilles Park.  Meet at the Central Bank park-
ing lot, Clayton and Conway Roads at 6 PM, 6:30 PM de-
parture for the park.  

11 Jan 20—Jaguar Association of Greater St Louis Annual 
Awards Dinner, at the Deer Creek Club, 9861 Deer 
Creek Hill. 

11 Jan 20—MGCStL annual Holiday Party, at Maggiano’s 
Little Italy, #2 The Boulevard across from St Louis Galleria 
Mall.  $20 per person with the club paying the remainder 
for the meal, cash bar and door prizes, 6 PM. Register at 
www.stlouismgclub.com/product/mg-club-holiday-party/.    

26-28 Jun 20—18
th 

Annual Kastner Cup, in association 
with the Vintage Grand Prix of Mid-Ohio, Lexington, Ohio.   
Details TBA.   

30 Aug-4 Sept 20—VTR 2020: Roadsters Run the 
Ridges, hosted by the Illinois Sports Owners Association 
in Galena, IL (hey, only 370 miles north of here…).  Info at 
https://www.vtr2020.org.  

TRA 2020  15-19 June  

Better have those LBCs ready! 

Polar Bear 2020 
Sunday, 9 February  

Come on out and meet our new  

staff photographer!  
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The party of the year is hereby announced:  

Saturday, 14 December 2019 

Missouri Athletic Club-West, in the West Wing 

1777 Des Peres Road, Town & Country 

6:30 PM cocktails 

Dinner at 7:30 PM 

 

Menu: 

Mixed Greens Salad 

Rolls and Butter 

Chicken Marsala 

Top Round 

Braised Green Beans 

Butter Herb Pasta Nest 

Dessert 

Coffee, Ice Tea and Cash Bar 

 

Member price $20 per person, club-subsidized (membership al-
lows for two individuals at $20 per person); any additional, guest 
rate increases to $40 per person.  Get your reservations in early.  

 

Please make your reservation by sending payment to the SLTOA 
Treasurer, 100 Hilltop Ct., Washington, MO  63090 and on 

Memo show “Christmas Party.”  

Questions?  Please call Maria Moore (314)398-4615.   

Please advise Bonnie David, Hostess,  

(314)412-0589 if your diet is gluten-free or vegetarian  

 

Deadline for reservations is 7 December.  Please bring one car-related gift 
per couple (or individual, if attending solo) for the gift exchange, $15-20 
cost range.  A second, unwrapped gift for Toys for Tots would be most wel-

come.  Questions?  Please call Bonnie David (314)412-0589.  
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SLTOA  Minutes—17 September 2019 

   Great evening for a meeting with three Triumphs (and one MGB) parked out front of 
The Lazy River Grill in Ballwin and 24 members insider.  The participants engaged in the 
standard pre-meeting conversations, talking tech, families and interpersonal relations 
(overheard :“It’s a good thing I don’t carry…”).  

   President John Willerton started the business portion of the evening promptly at 7 PM.  
He noted it was his first meeting as president (applause) and commented how much fun 
it was to be there to talk Triumphs.  

Treasurer’s Report 

   Treasurer Maria Moore noted not a lot of financial activity since the October meeting, 
but she expected things to pick up as reservations came in for the Christmas party along 
with dues renewals.  Concerning hard-copy newsletters, Maria said only four are mailed 
each month; the rest of the members get the .pdf expanded version of the Notes.  The 
club currently has $724.82 in the event account and $2031.86 in the general.  

Old Business 

   The club’s Halloween Party was “fantastic!”  Everybody dressed up and enjoyed a lot of 
good food and humor.  The members expressed their thanks to Bonnie and Jack David 
for hosting the now annual event; Bonnie noted year they’d try to schedule it earlier in the 
month so that the party can move back outside.  

   Kevin Blume, having – along with Dee – suitably recovered from the 6-Pack TRials, 
stated all of the participants had a really good time with the event.  He thanked all of the 
club members who volunteered their time and energy with the hospitality suite, car show 
and drives; he singled out Maria Moore and Lee Fox for their contributions.   

 About 130 people participated, in 83 cars.   

 The editor’s working up an article for The Vintage Triumph. 

 The event badges/dash plaques showed up last week, all were mailed out to the 
participants.  

 The “Gearhead Tour” was really well attended, something like 45 cars.  

 The Sheraton did a good job hosting TRials.  As for the hospitality suite, “I can’t be-
lieve how much beer people can drink”  

 Kevin said as far as he knew, no one had any major car trouble…except him: blown 
radiator hose.  

 Concerning the finances, “Dee and I had a goal of breaking even.  We were able to 
send $164 back to national.”  

 Next year’s event is scheduled for Richmond, Virginia, Richmond Triumph Register 
hosting, Kevin’s assisting.  He added he knew where the 2021 confab would take 
place, but wasn’t allow to release the information.   

   The annual Veterans Run, 10 November, went off without a hitch and pretty much per-
fect weather, save for a couple of minor incidents.  The editor/route planner/lead driver 
provided the initial portion of  the debrief:  

 Seventeen cars – Triumphs, MGs, Miatas/MX5s, BMWs, an Infiniti, Chris Kresser in 
his Volvo PV544 and two standouts: an MGTC and a 66 Chevrolet Impala – and 25 
participants; donations to the Semper Fi fund totaled $576.  Thanks to all who con-
tributed! 

 Dave Massey played the bagpipes prior to departure, doing in turn each of the five 
service anthems 

 Coming out of the Fort des Chartres stop, the editor got a “ Get home NOW, the 
sewer’s backed up into the basement!” call.  He passed the lead to Stephen Paur 
and headed back to home plate at high speed and low altitude.  

 Per Stephen, the rest of the drive went fine, culminating in traditional group photo at 
the Popeye statue in Chester and lunch at Reid’s Harvest House 

 The only mechanical casualty: at the Popeye stop, Glenn Owens’ MGA sustained a 
brake malfunction, ie, leaking battery acid burned through a rubber brake line.  With 
the assistance of Dave and Creig, he pinched off the line with a pair of vise grips and 
finished the drive with three-wheel brakes 

(Continued on page 14) 

By John Willerton 

   This has been another good year 
for the members of the St Louis Tri-
umph Owners Association.   Andy 
Stark and the other club officers 
have provided us with many oppor-
tunities to socialize, educate each 
other, and help other people.  Andy 
will be greatly missed as he leaves 
the country to work in Saudi Arabia.  

   Although our emphasis is on Tri-
umphs, we have had some terrific, 
well-attended runs that included 
members from other British sports 
car clubs.  People have come to 
expect and receive well thought-out 
plans, that create challenging and 
fun routes to drive.  Every run has its 
own unique qualities and surprises.  
I think that we are very fortunate to 
have our hills, rivers and flats to nav-
igate.  

   Let’s not forget about the Triumph 
events and picnics.  It was amazing 
to be part of the Horseless Carriage 
Show on Easter Sunday.  There is a 
certain joy that comes from driving 
an open British sports car to a sum-
mer picnic.  We anticipate the sun, 
the wind, a smoke of good BBQ.  

   Not only do we get the chance to 
drive our cars and have good con-
versation with our friends when we 
are on our way to runs and picnics, 
but we can participate in causes that 
benefit others, such as the Veterans 
Day Run, Toys-for-Tots at Christmas 
and food collection at the Memories 
Car Show.  

   The Winter Solstice is rapidly ap-
proaching.  The days will start get-
ting longer and the sun will once 
again warm the chilly air.  We will be 
able to ride in more comfort inside 
our breezy Triumphs.   

   We look forward to a New Year 
with new friends who have become 
members of SLTOA and with our old 
friends.  There is much we can do to 

(Continued on page 14) 

President’s 

Musings 
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7th Annual Veterans Run—10 November 2019 

   Holy cow, what a turnout and—after two snow-outs /bad wx last year—what great conditions for an extended jaunt down the 
Mississippi River to Chester.   A total of 25 drivers/passengers and 17 cars showed up for the 7th round of this annual SLTOA end-
of-season event.  The lineup included 6 Triumphs—one Spit, four TR6s and a TR8—MG TC, MGA, MGB, 2 BMWs (Z3 and Z4), 1 
Volvo PV544, 3 Miatas/MX5s, an Infiniti and a ‘65 Chevy Impala coupe; pretty eclectic, but standard for this type of event, which is 
open to all clubs and all vehicles.  

    Dave Massey provided the traditional start for the drive by playing the five military service hymns on his bagpipes; several in the 
crowd responded straightened up and came to attention when Dave played their song.  Then, following the conclusion of the driv-
er’s meeting held event lead/route designer (ie, yr fthfl ed), the procession headed out for  the 70-mile drive south to Chester.  As 
per usual, the route included extended runs in the flats on the river side of Bluff Road, interspersed with several highly entertaining 
romps over the more twisty segments above Bluff Road, while passing through towns and villages such as Maeystown, Prairie du 
Rocher and Ellis Grove (and, lest we forget, a quick pass by Menard Correction Center),  

   Only a couple of, er, “events” for the drive.  Shortly after leading the pack out of Fort de Chartres, lead got a phone call from 
home requesting his immediate presence due to a sewer backup in the basement.   He handed off the lead to Stephen Paur, who 

ably got everyone to Chester, the Popeye Statue overlooking the Mississippi and lunch at 
Reid’s Harvest House.  Second, while at the Popeye statue/welcome center, Glenn Owens’ 
MGA sustained a brake failure; apparently, leaking battery acid burned through a rubber 

(Continued on page 8) 

Photo by Dave Pollard 

Photos by John Moore 

Photo by Bonnie David Photo by John Moore 
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Veterans Day 2019 

Thank you, gentlemen... Mark Trebacz 
US Air Force 

Mark Morgan 
US Navy 

Jim Clark 
US Army 

Bob Aguilar, KCTR 
US Navy 

Dick Olds 
US Navy 

Jim Preuss 
US Navy 

Glenn Owens, MGCStL 
US Navy 

Jim Dooley 
US Army 

Andy Ackerman 
US Air Force 

Jack David 
US Army 

John DeLuca 
US Air Force 

Larry Brown (right) 
US Navy 
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St Louis Triumph Owners Association 
 

Proud member club, St Louis Sports Car Council 
www.stlscc.org 

Corrections  

  In the November issue of Exhaust Notes, we failed to proper-
ly credit several photos.  Steve Moore took the photo from the 
roof of It’s Alive Automotive; John Moore took the group photo 
at the Popeye statue in Chester; and Maria Moore took all of 
the Fall Colours photos we published.   We apologize for the 
incorrect information, Moore or less…. 

brake line.  Fortunately, two SLTOA members were able to help Glenn effect temporary 
repairs (involving adaptive use of a pair of vise grips) and he was able to get home safely.   
Finally, after lunch, several of the drivers returned via Perryville and a stop at the full-size 
replica of the Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial, a very moving experience for all.   

    All in all, a great day and a great drive.  Donations to this year’s vet’s support organiza-
tion, the Semper Fi Foundation, came in at $576.  Our club’s thanks to all who participat-
ed and all who contributed and yes, we’ll do it again next year.   

Vets Run (Continued from page 5) 

Drive For Alec—17 November 2019 

   Fourteen-year-old Alec  Ingram of Washington, Missouri, passed on Thursday, 7 
November, after a four-year battle with cancer.  Prior to his passing, he told his 
parents he had one final wish: as a life-long sports and special interest car enthu-
siast, he wanted  sports cars to lead the procession to his interment.   Dana Man-
ley, coordinator for Sydney’s Soldiers Always—named for her daughter, who also 
died of cancer, worked with Alec’s family and posted the request on FaceBook.   

    The response was incredible.  Over 2100 cars, including vehicles from Canada, 
California and reportedly Hawaii, formed up at Six Flags on Sunday morning and 
following Alec’s funeral, started the escort to Washington.  Per his request, cars 
like Lamborghinis and McLarens led  the procession, followed by vehicles of all 
types.  Dave Pollard coordinated the participation by SLTOA members; he report-
ed afterwards,  

   That was a great event.  There were tons of cars and what moved me most was driving through the town.  There were 
people lining the streets to see the cars, but many had signs thanking the drivers for showing up.  Every kind of car you 
could imagine was there, from exotics to home-built rods, even SUVs and trucks.  It became less of a sports car theme and 
more of folks just wanting to do something for the family.  

   One of the cooler points of the day was at 1:45 PM.  The organizers wanted to have a way for the people who couldn ’t 
make it to provide support, so they came up with the “Rev for Alec.”  Here is a link to my Google drive space for a video of 
the cars at the event revving for 30 seconds:  

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1BdcvPN4zmPcfCgWZiFois99KEgJWJNcm?usp=sharing 

   To all who participated, well done.   

Alec Ingram (photo via KSDK) 

KSDK KMOV 
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Ford v. Ferrari—23 November 2019 

By Kathy Kresser 

   Did you see the movie?  I thought it was great from 
start to finish and truly enjoyed seeing it with the group 
organized by Steve Paur, St. Louis Triumph Owners 
Association member.  Steve deserves a big round of 
applause for his efforts in bringing together over 100 
people to view the film—the top grossing film that 
week.  Mind you, the plans changed three times be-
fore a final destination was found at the Chesterfield 
Mall cinema.  

   As many know, the film portrays the battle between 
Ford and Ferrari to win the 24 hours of Le Mans in 
1966.  Henry Ford II wanted to build the fastest race 
car in the world and compete with other famous car 
builders.  He contracted with Carroll Shelby, a race 
car driver, car designer and builder, for his knowledge 
to make that happen.  

   What could be better than the race car scenes 
when the race car driver Ken Miles shifted gears and 
smashed the accelerator to the floor of the GT40?  
His total focus, sheer determination and thrill at pass-
ing the competitors were invigorating.  Maneuvering 
around the various car parts strewn on the track from 
wrecks and driving at incredible speeds in the rain 
was scary.  This is a heart-pounding movie and racing consumes much of the time.  The tip-of-the-hat by Enzo Ferrari, owner of 
Ferrari, to Ken Miles at the end of race was masterful. 

   Being unfamiliar with Carroll Shelby other than his signature AC Cobras, I learned more about him and the challenges of working 
with Ford.  His interactions with Miles and the Ford executives were complex and difficult to navigate.  

   Of course, I have to include two phrases used by Carroll Shelby, “She’s so skinny you have to shake the sheets just to find her” 
and when talking about the competition, “If you can’t run with the big dogs, stay under the porch.” 

   Go see the movie, then see it again! 

Ken Miles (right, played by Christian Bale) and Carroll Shelby (second from right, 
Matt Damon) check out the original design Ford GT40 at Southern California’s 
Willow Springs Raceway.  Ray McKinnon, left, plays long-time Shelby associate 
Phil Remington, Jack McMullen, second from left, plays Charlie Agapiou (20th 
Century Fox) 
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   Y’all remember “Cash for Clunkers,” right?  Where the gov-
ernment offered up tax credits (IIRC) if you’d get rid of your old, 
polluting, dangerous vehicle and replace it with a new car?  
Well, here we go again…. 

   Late in October Senate Minority Leader Charles Schumer (D-
NY), proposed a $462 billion government program that would 
have every auto owner in the country turn in their vehicle in 
“exchange” for an electric car.  About $45 billion of the program 
would go towards expanding the number of charging stations 
nationwide, with $17 billion allocated to manufacturers to assist 
with the development of more electric vehicles, batteries and 
other components.   

   Writing in Uncle Sam’s Misguided Children (https://
news.unclesamsmisguidedchildren.com/ the-schumer-car-
buyback-proposal-your-tax-dollars-at-work/), Faye Higbee 
came up with a few obvious questions:  

   So much for car manufacturers, the literally millions of 
gas powered vehicles on the road, and the economy.  
And what do you do with all those cars that you’ve 
“bought back”?  You can’t throw them in the ocean 
(that’s not very “green”).  Do you take them all apart and 
what the heck do you do with the gas if everyone hates 
fossil fuels so much?  And don’t be mixing those Mer-
cedes vehicles and big trucks up with regular gas cars, 
because diesel and gas are two different compounds. 

   Schumer plans to introduce the proposal as a bill in 2021, 
assuming the Democrats re-take the White House and Senate.  
If passed, the program would run for 10 years with a goal of 
replacing 25% of all gas or diesel-powered vehicles in America.  
According to the senator, the plan would “…reduce the number 
of carbon-emitting cars on the road, create thousands of good-
paying jobs (gee, where have heard that before?), and acceler-
ate the transition to net-zero carbon emissions by mid-
century” (Nico Ylanan, “Senator Schumer Proposes Cash-For-
Clunker-For-EV Plan to Accelerate Electric Car Adoption,” Mo-
tor1.com, 26 October 2019).   

   The turned-in cars would have to be at least eight years and 
old and would get scrapped once, uh, surrendered.  In return, 
car buyers would get Federal rebates between $3000 and 
$7000, with low-income buyers getting an additional $2000…so 
you won’t actually exchange your vehicle, you’ll have to pur-
chase a replacement car, with the government assisting in the 
process through the tax rebate.   

    Reckon we’ll wait and see if this proposal actually proceeds.  
If it does make it to the floor of the Senate, I’ll be particularly 
interested in seeing what allowances/exceptions are made for 
the owners and drivers of collectible and special interest vehi-
cles.  

    Change subject: on Saturday, 23 November, about 100 local 
car enthusiasts, representing a wide number of clubs, gathered 
for the SLTOA/StLSCC-sponsored “movie night,” featuring the 
recently released “Ford v Ferrari.”  I regret I had to go out of 
town for some family business and thus missed the gathering, 

but from what I’ve heard the movie was great and everyone 
who attended the private showing had a large time.   

   In case you were wondering, in and around rounding up a 
large number of period-appropriate vehicles, the production 
staff had a helluva time replicating several of the actual race 
tracks where the events took place (well, it has been 50 
years…).   According to Mark Bechtel in “Wheel Genius,” in 
the 18-25 November issue of Sports Illustrated, replicating Le 
Mans proved particularly troublesome:  

   The climax takes place at Le Mans, where the 
course is an 8.5-mile loop of roads in the French coun-
tryside.  However, the track has undergone significant 
changes in the past 53 years – including the addition 
of stands, barriers and chicanes – essentially ruling out 
filming at the venue. 

   “We didn’t want to use CGI except where it was ab-
solutely necessary – putting hundreds of thousands of 
bodies in the stands, for instance,” says production 
designer François Audouy.  “[Director James Mangold] 
wanted to have a very visceral, immersive experience 
for the audience.”  That meant all of the racing was 
done by real cars on real roads, which required Au-
douy and Maria Bierniak, the supervising location man-
ager for the second unit. To re-create Le Mans piece-
meal.  “We learned early on that everyone knows eve-
ry turn of the track by heart,” says Audouy.  “And we 
felt like we really needed to represent those famous 
sections.” 

   So how’d they do it?  Let’s just say a lot of people racked up 
frequent flier miles…The production team built a replica of the 
Dunlop Bridge at Road Atlanta, used the Grand Prize of 
America Circuit on Hutchinson Island, Savannah, for Le Mans’ 
Esses and Indianapolis Turn and built replica pits and start/
finish line at Agua Dulce Airpark, off CA 14 between Santa 
Clarita and Palmdale, California.  As for the famous 3.7-mile-
long Le Mans strait,  

(Continued on page 11) 

Negative Camber 

By the Editor 

The famous 1-2-3 finish at the 1966 Le Mans, with Bruce McLaren/
Chris Amon in GT40 MkII No. 1 (right), Ken Miles/Denny Hulme, 
No. 2 (left) and Ronnie Bucknam/Dick Hutcherson (No. 5, rear).  
The first two cars finished with 360 laps, with the third-place Buck-
nam/Hutcherson GT40 completing 348 laps.   While No. 2 with Ken 
Miles at the wheel flagged first, the judges determined the No. 1 car 
actually traveled a farther distance – they’d started farther down the 
track -- during the race and awarded McLaren and Amon with the 
win (Photo by Bernard Cahier, via MotorSport) 
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Report from Uruguay  

   The filmmakers needed a length of country road that was wide enough for not only the race cars but also for the camera 
cars and support vehicles.  Plus, they had to be able to shut it down for extended periods of time (“Because, God forbid,” 
say Bierniak, “old Mrs Johnson decides to back out when you’ve got a bunch of Ferraris on the road.”  

   They wound up working with several transportation departments and law enforcement offices in Georgia and turned up a stretch 
of Georgia Highway 46 south of Statesboro,  Long enough straight, plenty of trees?  That filled the bill… 

   Finally, according to IMDB, the filming of the Daytona Continental 24-hour race took place at Auto Club Speedway, in Fontana, 
California.  Race Car Replicas (RCR) of Fraser, Michigan, built the Ford GT40s/GT40 Mk IIs used in the film. Other replicas includ-
ed the Shelby Cobra 427s, Ferrari 250 GTOs and Ferrari 330 P4s.  Apparently the Porsche 904s and 906 Carreras were originals, 
as were the various Corvettes.   

   Hopefully I’ll get to see the movie before too much longer.  In the meantime, my thanks to Stephen Paur for ramrodding this 
event.   As the number of attendees continued to grow, he had to shift theaters twice but he pulled it off in high style!   

Negative Camber (Continued from page 10) 

 

 

 

By Jaime Kopstein  

Hi Steve— 

    I hope this email finds you well.  Below please find a sum-
mary of my TR story: 

   Making a long story short, when very young (late fifties, last 
century) I was offered a gray (as far as I remember) TR3 
small mouth.  The car was nearly new by then.  I couldn’t 
afford it. But I never forgot it. 

   Much later in life I purchased a 1970 MGB, brand new. 
After that I got involved with a MGTD.  But I knew that I really 
was a “Triumph” person.  That little TR3 sparked my passion 
for English sports cars. 

   Where I live TRs are few and far between.  So, perusing 
the adverts best part of one year, finally I found a TR3A in 
Missouri, USA, that looked nice in the photos, correct as I 
wanted and  affordable.  Well, at that stage I needed an in-
spection to check it properly before I invested that amount of 
money..  

   I knew no one to check it for me. 

   So, I wrote to a few of the international clubs listed in TR 
Action (International Clubs) asking for a hand.  I got many 
replies from all over, people willing to help.  I contacted Ger-

tjan van de Klashorst from the TR Club Holland.  He, on his 
turn, had contacts in States.  He put me through Rich Roenick 
from VTR of America.  Rich sent me to Stephen Moore, Presi-
dent of St Louis Triumph Association (SLTOA).  Stephen was 
not too far from the area the car was kept.  Stephen did a thor-
ough inspection for me, sent photos and made me feel safe to 
buy the car.  

   Amazing!  

   So, from Uruguay, the deep south of South America, a con-
tact in the Netherlands, gave me access to two different Tri-
umph Clubs in USA making possible finally to have all the ele-
ments necessary for a thoughtful decision, thousands of miles 
away.  

   Six months after my purchase the car has finally arrived in 
Uruguay, Punta del Este, were I live presently. I t went trough 
delays and red tape obstacles of various sorts.  Eventually it 
came to my possession in good shape, thank God. 

   Now I am a proud owner of a TR3.  Thank you folks.  Thank 
you Stephen Moore 

     - Jaime 

 

PS. The car is in workshop for a few days. Also the weather 
hasn't been too nice down here.  As soon as possible I'll take a 
few pictures by the Uruguayan coast and send them. 

 

Zits               by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman 
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   Mark Marshall turned his one up: an estate auction in St Clair on Saturday, 2 November.  The list of cars was pretty eclectic, 
including two TR3s (a ’59 and ’61), two Jaguars including a 340 S-Type (possibly a MkII), a couple of MGBs including a ’66 and 
‘71, 1958 Cadillac limo, 1959 Mercedes, ’68 Javelin and two – count ‘em, two - London double-deck buses, plus assorted other 
stuff including tools, a gas pump and a church pew (perfect for the local Triumph faithful, eh?).   According to HGWT, the auction 
involved “…a prominent St Louis restaurant owner’s private warehouse of toys.”  

   HGWT (Have Gavel Will Travel) ran the auction; regrettably, we didn’t get out to St Clair to monitor the proceedings, but we sus-
pect they were entertaining.  

Banner’s Up!  

Now on display at It’s Alive Automotive: the 
SLTOA Banner!   

 

   The club banner, which’ll serve as both an ad-
vertisement for the club and as a recruiting tool, 
went up in early October.  The work party con-
sisted of Creig Houghtaling, Creig Moore and 
Tom Puorro.  Creig thanked Iggy Yuan and Win 
Santhuf for providing the ladders.   

   Next time you drop by It’s Alive, say howdy to 
Jeff and make a point of seeing the banner!  

Winter Commeth… 

  Tonight is the when some real snow is supposed to arrive.  I've been putting off the 8's winter hibernation 'till the last day and 
though we've had salt spread (thanks, most wasteful DOT) for some very piddling flurries, for the most part it had gone.   But today 
the snow smell is in the air so a very nice end of season ride came about.   

   Around 10:00AM, with a temp of 17° F the 390 Holley-equipped engine fired like it was summer.   The gearbox 1 to 2 shifts were 
some stiff but as the engine and tranny warmed, it got normal.   The cold air made the engine pretty darn snappy and it growled a 
bit extra because of it's oxygen rich mix.  I must say, after a lot of dialing this carb in, it is now absolutely perfect.  I think it one 
would be hard pressed to tell if it is Carb'd or well programed  EFI from driving it.   

   With a very comfortably warm cabin and a soundtrack that was IMHO a bit like Ford v. Ferrari (1/2 the revs) the back road drive 
was to soon over.  Good Night.   

      -  Pete, in The Triumph Experience blog, 1 December 

Auction—2 November 
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Admit It, You Want This 

Car... 

2019 SCCA National Championship Runoffs 

   This year’s end-of-
season SCCA races 
for the national 
championships in 
multiple classes took 
place at Virginia In-
ternational Raceway 
over 8-13 October.  
Regret to say, while 

Triumphs remain hugely popular in vintage racing, 
they’re getting rather scarce in SCCA competition.  How-
ever, they’re not gone yet; across a number of classes, 
individuals continue to run the cars and this year several 
made it to the “big show.”  

   In the E Production race, on 11 October, Kipe Steen-
burg of New Smyrna Beach, Florida, won in a 1991 Porsche 
944 S2.  Other cars in the race included Mazda RX-7s, BMW 
Z3s, Mazda Miatas/MX-5s, a Nissan 260Z, Datsun 240Z, 
240SX , Honda Civic Si and a couple of Caterham 7s.  Jeff 
Young of Raleigh, North Carolina, sponsored by Three Oaks 
Engineering, placed 22nd in his 1980 TR8.  Dwight Cook, of 
Greensboro, North Carolina, failed to start in his 1963 TR4.  

   In F Production, held on Sunday, 13 October, Miatas notched 
the first six spots, followed by a 1962 Lotus Super Seven and a 
number of other cars.  Andrew Wright, Murfreesboro, Tennes-
see, sponsored by East Tennessee Race Prep, recorded a 15th 
place finish in his 1962 Spitfire.  Notably, Gerald Lamb of 
Oswego, Illinois, placed 11th in his 1963 MGB while Joe 
Huffaker (yes, Huffaker) finished 19th in the Huffaker Engineer-
ing MG Midget.  

   Finally, in Saturday’s H Production race, CRXs and Civics 
dominated but Tom Broring of Derwood, Maryland, in the Blue 
Crab Racing 1977 Spitfire, finished in fifth place.   Steve Sargis 
of Frankfort, Illinois, placed 14th in his 1975 Spit and  Andrew 
Wright, Murfreesboro, 27th in a 1967 Spitfire.  The race did 
feature a fair number of Austin-Healey Sprites and one MG 
Midget.  

   Next year’s SCCA runoffs will return to the Midwest, 5-11 
October at Road America, Elkhart Lake.  Road trip anyone?  

 

Brit Hall of Fame 

    Per an article in Hemmings, the British Sports Car Hall 
of Fame in Petersburg, Virginia, has announced its 
“Class of 2019.”   Individuals nominated must  

…have made a significant and lasting impact on 
the British sports car industry and hobby.  The 
seven categories from which honorees are chose 
include Automobile Clubs and Associations; Auto-
mobile Dealers and Distributors; Aftermarket Sup-
pliers, Parts Manufacturers and the Service Indus-
try; Executives, Engineers and Designers; Jour-
nalists and Historians; Competition and Racing; 
and Special Contributors and Pioneers.  

   This year’s honorees are Paul Newman; Stanley 
“Wacky” Arnolt (as in the Arnolt-MG and Arnolt-
Bristol); Charles Runyan, the late founder of The 

Roadster Factory; Sir Alec Issigonis of Mini fame; 
racer, automotive writer and Competition Press 
(Autoweek) founder Denise McCluggage; and MGC 
Register founder Tom Boscariono. 

   Mark McCourt, author of the article, added:  

John Nikas, executive director of this organiza-
tion, took this opportunity to reveal that, by the 
end of 2019, the Jaguar history-
honoring Coventry Foundation will take over op-
eration of the British Sports Car Hall of Fame. 
John explained, “Transferring control of the Brit-
ish Sports Car Hall of Fame to the Coventry 
Foundation will help ensure the continued suc-
cess and health of this wonderful institution, 
which has done so much to thank and honor the 
people that made the British sports car hobby in 
America.” 

Mentioned in Despatches 

   Say there, 
do you lie 
awake nights 
worrying 
about local 
LBC events 
spinning out of 
control?  Well, 
this vehicle – 
courtesy of 
Bring A Trailer 
– might pro-

vide the answer, and it’s most definitely British: a 1976 Alvis 
Sultan armored command vehicle.  Reportedly operated by 
the British Army through 2012, it came to the US in 2019.  

   This fine example has a 5.9-liter inline six Cummins diesel, 
connected to a seven-speed hydrostatic transmission 
(interestingly enough, these vehicles originally came out of 
the factory with 4.2L Jaguar inline sixes).  The driver and 
commander’s seats adjust up and down, enabling driving with 
the hatches open or closed.  In addition, it is fitted for opera-
tions in an NBC (Nuclear-Biological-Chemical) environment.  
The current owners service all of the running gear within the 
last eight months and added a fresh coat of camouflaged 
paint.  Top speed is about 50 mph.  

   The rear compartment has room for three, with provisions 
for comm systems and vertical map board.  And, the piece de 
resistance: the commander’s cupola can be fitted with a ma-
chine gun.  This track comes in at about 18,500 pounds, 
measures about 15’ 10” in length and is 7’6” wide, so parking 
at the monthly Cars & Coffee should not be an issue.  If noth-
ing else, they’ll definitely hear you coming… 

   Bidding for he track, for sale in Monroe, Georgia, hit 
$23,000 on 8 November but the high bid failed to meet the 
reserve.  (Full disclosure: the editor has about 100 hours in 
the US Army’s equivalent, the M577.  Great fun!).  

 

Tom Broring, H Production Spit (Photo 
by Donald Colwill/SCCA) 

Track! 
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SLTOA’s on Facebook! 
Www.facebook.com/home.php?
sk=group_134416339926824&ap=1 

 

   Alec’s Drive, the sports car/special interest/hot rod vehi-
cle funeral procession for 14-year-old Alec Ingram, who died 7 
November, took place on 17 November.  Dave Pollard orga-
nized the SLTOA contingent, which included Greg Rieman in 
his Spitfire 1500 and Creig Houghtaling in his TR6.  An MGB 
also took part. 

 Per Dave and the local press, somewhere north of 2100 
cars participated in the drive.  Some of the cars and driv-
ers came all the way from California, Alaska, Hawaii (!) 
and Canada.  They formed up at Six Flags and then made 
the drive down to Washington.  The high-end cars – Lam-
bos, Ferraris, McLarens and others – led the drive 

 Dave noted hundreds of people lined the procession route, 
many with signs.  Needless to say, the drive attracted local 
and national press coverage.   

   The annual SLTOA Christmas Party is scheduled for Satur-
day, 14 December, one week later than usual due to a sched-
uling mix-up.  Bonnie David will serve as hostess with Stephen 
Paur handling the MC duties (SLP comment: “Not by choice.”  
Rsp: “We’ll pass judgement afterwards”) 

 All info on the party is posted on the SLTOA web site and 
in the Notes 

 President John mentioned last year’s party was his first, 
he and Lynn sat with the MG group and had a great time 
with great car people 

 The club leadership will look at shifting to a new venue 
next year.  The membership is asked to think about some 
locations.  

New Business 

   Stephen Paur provided an update on the 17 November Mov-
ie Night viewing of “Ford v Ferrari.”   

 We’re pushing 98 attendees (!), if anyone else wants to 
attend, contact SLP.  The tickets are $5.43, “a steal”  

 The doors open at 1115, get there early.  For those who 
need an eye-opener, there is a bar at the theater 

   Forest Park Easter Concours, 12 April.  Everyone in the 
club is encouraged to get their cars ready.  Determine what 
your car needs to get running and get the word out.  

 Lee Fox: “The MG club will be up for it” 

 We need to get organized now, form a contact committee.  

 Creig: “Who is our contact with the Horseless Carriage 
Club of Missouri?  

   2020 Polar Bear Run, Sunday 9 February; 16 February 
snow/really bad roads backup date (comment from floor con-
cerning having a backup date: “It’s called the Polar Bear Run, 
good grief!”  Second comment: “Come on, man up!”).  Creig 
Houghtaling and Mark Morgan are working up the route.   

Tech Talk 

   As per usual, we had a few stories/requests…Dave Massey 
noted he’d swapped out the exhaust system on his TR6; “It 
makes a lovely noise while running through the gears, but it’s 
really annoying during a 14-hour drive to Austin.”  Also, he 

Minutes (Continued from page 4) pulled the poly bushings from the car and replaced them with 
rubber, the polys are for sale. 

 Chris Kresser: Regret to say, he’s now on the fourth re-
build of his TR3’s engine (presumably the green car).  
The prior rebuilds were done wrong. 

 Dave Pollard: Said he could use some help after finding a 
leak in the brake system.  He can’t provide a lot of skill 
nor a large garage, but he does have a large beer budg-
et.  Question from the floor: “Is your garage warm?”  Rsp: 
“Regrettably, no.”  Rsp: “You’re on your own.”   Lee Fox 
and Steve Moore said they’d assist with the brake work  

 Lee Fox: The overdrive on his TR6, a J-type, is not driv-
ing out of overdrive.  Any comments/suggestions/ assis-
tance would be appreciated.  Also, he’s looking for two 14
-in tiers to put on a boat trailer for charity 

The Official SLTOA Possum Update 

   Linda Massey reported no recent sightings of Cecil/Cecilia.  
However, there is evidence the possum’s been consuming 
apples on one of the trees 

    John called the meeting to an end at 7:44 PM.  Our thanks 
to The Lazy River Grill and our servers Hali and Angie! 

promote the fun and benefits of restoring and driving British 
and other sports cars.  We can find new runs through the 
countryside and find, again, that thrill of feeling like you are 
going fast in a machine well made. 

   Merry Christmas and Happy Motoring!   

President’s Musings (Continued from page 4) 
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SLTOA Classifieds 

76 TR6—52K miles, first 
in class at the 2006 
ABCCS, $15,000.  Call 
Tony Rain at (618)556-
0027 (1910) 

80 Spitfire 1500—Only 
33K miles, runs and 
drives great!  Just tuned 
by Branson Collector 
Cars, fun car, everything 
works.  Good top with 
three extra tops including 
a tonneau cover.  Hate to 
sell it, but I’m trying to 
help my son with college 
expenses.  In Branson, 
$7500, call Brad (417)294
-0929 (Craigslist) (1912) 

For Sale—
These batteries 
were sold several 
years ago by The 
Roadster Factory 
for a premium 
price to people 
who wanted a 
genuine Lucas 
battery for their 
classic British car.  So, the battery is old, but it has never had 
acid in it so it is functionally new.  About 5” deep, 8” tall and 
12” wide.  $50, call Creig (314)401-7817 or email 
creig55@live.com (1911).  

FIRE SALE—Spitfire, everything must go! 40 over 1500cc 
motor (assembly required) w/ 1.5" SU carbs, manifold, stain-
less heat shield, bearings, gaskets etc. Bonnet project (GT6 
look), new punched louvered side panels (assembly required), 
have all support brackets & headlight buckets (& duplicates).  
Anything & everything I can put my hands on that's Spitfire 
related GOES. $1000. No Dickering. ?'s call (636) 248-7466 
Craig Madsen (1906) 

For Sale—I recently purchased the inventory of a small resto-
ration shop that focused exclusively on British cars. I have 
parts for Triumph TR3s, 4s, 250/6s and a small amount of TR7 
and TR8 parts, plus parts for MGs and Healeys big and small. 
A large proportion of the parts are new, in their original pack-
aging, and mostly from Moss Motors.  There are also parts 
from The Roadster Factory and a few MG TD parts from Ab-
ingdon Spares. I have spread sheets by vehicle type/model. I 
live in Northwest Arkansas; please contact me with your 
needs, Brad Esslinger, atoolhog@yahoo.com or call (479)282-
4393 (1911) 

Wanted—TR4/TR250 fenders, TR4 tubs, TR4A IRS, TR250 
and TR6 frames. Contact Jeff Homsher at It’s Alive Automo-
tive, jeff@itsaliveauto.com or call (314)348-5774 (1911)   

Best of CraigsList 

Triumph cars for sale—The design for this hand-built 
custom body was inspired by the 1964 Lotus 7.  This is an 
open body car. (Think of it as a four-wheel motorcycle)  The 
car is built on a 1964 Triumph Spitfire chassis and compo-
nents.  The custom body and equipment have been inspect-
ed and approved by the DMV police and a new title, VIN and 
registration has been issued in my name.  The engine is a 
Triumph “Standard” 948cc 4 cylinder.  The cylinders have 
honed and new rings installed.  The valves have been ser-
viced.  The rod and main bearings were in good condition.  
The ignition system has been renewed: New coil, points and 
condenser, new plugs and wires, new battery.  The front disc 
brake pads are new as are the rear shoes and new rear 
brake cylinders.  All new brake hoses have been installed.  
The front end has been rebuilt with new bushings, ball joints 
and rack and pinion steering.  A new fuel tank has been in-
stalled.  Electrical wires have been replaced wherever re-
quired.  The engine has a single intact manifold with Solex 
carb.  This special car is on the road and ready to go.  The 
project took longer than I anticipated and I missed the warm 
weather driving season.  I dropped the price to clear my gar-
age for my winter project.  I am asking $4200 OBO.  Cash.  
No personal or certified checks.  In West Chicago, email 
2db8868fd71c3b3992e0a7aec885d978@sale.craigslist.org 
(Craigslist)(1912 

The shark fin’s a nice touch... 
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   We certainly hope that you will want to join the ranks of other proud Triumph owners, or for members, 
use this page to renew your membership of the St. Louis Triumph Owners Association (SLTOA). An annu-
al membership fee of $20.00, due each January, covers your membership dues the calendar year. 

   As a member, you will received the SLTOA monthly news letter Exhaust Notes, which includes:  

 Articles about SLTOA drives and events, both planned and  past 

 Schedules for regional and national Triumph and British car events  

 Technical tips and tech sessions  

 Feature articles on Triumph vehicle, personalities and competition history 

 For sale / want ads, free to members of SLTOA  

   You and yours will be able to participate with other SLTOA members in:  

 SLTOA touring drives  

 Monthly SLTOA club meetings, held every third Tuesday evening at selected, area restaurants 

 Local, regional, and national British car shows and conventions  

 The SLTOA Annual Picnic Meeting 

 The annual SLTOA Holiday party at a club subsidized rate 

 The club-sponsored web site, with event and activity details and access to the club’s private email list for 
quick communications with other SLTOA members 

   You will receive the SLTOA Membership Directory, updated annually and made available following the 

close of the annual membership drive.  Also, members are included in a blanket auto insurance 
policy covering certain club sponsored activities. 

Members using Facebook also have access to the SLTOA Facebook site.  

 

Join or Renew your SLTOA Membership today! 
   Payment for dues may be made by mail, at meetings, or by using the Paypal option on the club web 
page.   Dues including email delivery of Exhaust Notes every month are $20 annually.   Payment by Pay-
Pal will include a processing fee.  

Be advised, we can no longer offer to mail newsletters to new members via the US Postal Service.   Cur-
rent members who have been receiving the  newsletter via U. S. Mail will grandfathered and will continue 
to receive the newsletter via mail, however the membership rate will increase to $35.00 annually.  

 
Send payment to: SLTOA . 
   100 Hilltop Court 
   Washington,  
   Missouri   63090 
   Attn: Membership  
 
   For the directory, upon joining/renewing, please provide your address, contact information including email and num-
ber and year/model of your Triumph, or Triumphs (feel free to list any other special interest/collectable vehicles you 
may have in your possession).  

Membership Information 

 

Don’t forget to pay your SLTOA dues for 2020!   
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SLTOA Christmas 

Party 

Saturday 14 December 2019 
 

 

 

 

 

Missouri Athletic Club-West 
1777 Des Peres Rd 

Town & Country 

6:30 PM cocktails 

7:30 PM dinner 

From the St 
Louis  

Triumph 
Owners  

Association  


