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Friendly Reminder: 2020
Dues
are Due
See page
3

Calendar
21 Jan 20—SLTOA Monthly Meeting,

20 Jan 20—MG Club of St Louis Tech Session No. 1, at

at Mimi’s Bistro + Bakery, 17240 Chesterfield
Airport Rd, Chesterfield.

All British Car Repair, 2618 Woodson Rd, Overland, 78:30 PM. Topic is rust repair, bring a chair.

9 Feb 20—Annual SLTOA Polar Bear
Run. Route planning is underway, plan on

23-26 Jan 20—Annual STL Auto Show, incorporating the
STL Motorcycle & Custom Bike Show , at Ameri-

10 Feb 20—Annual Drive Your Triumph Day, in cele-

25 Jan 20—Jaguar Association of Greater St Louis Coffee,
Coffee & Cars, at Just Jags LLC, 7113 N Hanley Rd,

17 Mar 20—SLTOA monthly meeting, Culpepper’s,

25 Jan 20—MG Club of St Louis Eagle Watch Drive to
Clarksville, MO. Meet at Mid Rivers Mall on the north

ca’s Center and The Dome, downtown. Kids Zone, FiatChrysler and Toyota Drive opportunities, indoor zipline
and the Million Dollar Mile of supercars and exotics. Info
at http://saintlouisautoshow.com.

lunch at the end of the trail and a short business meeting. Backup in the event of incredibly bad weather is Sunday 16 February.
Monitor
www.sltoa.org and the Webmaster SLP’s periodic alerts
for updates.
bration of Sir John Black’s birthday.
driveyourtriumphday.shutterfly.com/.

Hazelwood, 9-11 AM.

Call up https://

3010 W Clay St (I-270 and Zumbehl), show after 5 PM.

side, at the former Bob Evans Restaurant at 9 AM. Bring
binoculars and warm clothes; afterwards we’ll meet for
lunch at the Village of Blue Rose in Clarksville.

12 Apr 20—MG-Triumph Challenge X, annual competition for the British Leyland Trophy in association with the
Forest Park Concours d’Elegance hosted by the
Horseless Carriage Club of Missouri. Have cars in place
by 8:30, count of participating Triumphs and MGs will
take place at noon. Get those cars ready!

30 Jan 20—MG Club of St Louis RUBCO, at the Sunrise
Family Restaurant, 3500 N Lindbergh, St Ann, 9:30 AM.

1 Feb 20—Rescheduled MG Club of St Louis Holiday
Party, at Maggiano’s Little Italy, #2 The Boulevard across

30 Apr-2 May—VTR South Central Regional: The
Road Goes On. In Edmond, Oklahoma, hosted by
Central
Oklahoma
VTR.
Info/registration
www.triumphsokc.org/regional2020.

fro St Louis Galleria Mall. $20 per person with the club
paying the remainder for the meal. Cash bar and door
prizes,
starts
at
6
PM.
Register
at
www.stlouismgclub.com/product/mg-club-holiday-party/.

at

9 Feb 20—Semi-Annual Belleville Automotive Swap
Meet, 40th year. At the Belle-Clair Fairgrounds, 200 S

29-31 May 20—2020 Champagne British Car Festival, held on the grounds of the Davis Mansion, Bloomington, IL. This year’s featured marque is Triumph; the

Belt, Belleville, 6 AM-1:30 PM, admission $4. For information call (217)491-8822.

show will run on Sunday from 9 AM to 2:30 PM. Monitor
www.cbcf-bloomington.com for details.

17 Feb 20—MG Club of St Louis Tech Session No. 2. At
Brooklands Restorations LLC, 7113 N Hanley Rd, Hazelwood, 9-11 AM.

15-19 Jun 20—TRA/Triumph Register of America
National Meet, hosted by the Miami Valley Triumphs,

Clarion North Conference Center, 1950 Newtown Pike,
Kentucky. For information contact Bruce Clough at
tcr1760lo@gmail.com.

22 Feb 20—Jaguar Association of Greater St Louis Coffee,
Coffee & Cars, at Just Jags LLC, 7113 N Hanley Rd,

26-28 Jun 20—18th Annual Kastner Cup, in association
with the Vintage Grand Prix of Mid-Ohio, Lexington,

23 Feb 20—MG Club of St Louis Pinewood Derby, at

Hazelwood, 9-11 AM.

Llywelyn’s Pub, 17 W Moody Ave, Webster Groves, 2-4
PM. Monitor www.stlouismgclub.com.

Ohio. Several SLTOA members are planning on an excursion to this event (only 500 miles, an easy jaunt up I70...), details TBA.

21 Jul 20—Annual SLTOA Sweat Fest!

29 Feb 20—Jaguar Association of Greater St Louis Back
Roads Rallye. Meet at the St Louis Bread Co, 9920

John Lam-

Kennerly Rd (Tesson Ferry southwest of I-270) at 8:30
AM, other details to follow.
Monitor https://
www.jagstl.com and the online Growl.

berg’s back yard, details to follow

30 Aug-4 Sept 20—VTR 2020: Roadsters Run the
Ridges, hosted by the Illinois Sports Owners Association

16 Mar 20—MG Club of St Louis Tech Session No. 3, at

in Galena, IL (hey, only 370 miles north of here…). Info
at https://www.vtr2020.org.

It’s Alive Automotive, 11714 St Charles Rock Rd, Bridgeton, 7-8:30 PM. Topic is basics on paint for your car,
bring a chair.

10-12 Sept 20—Triumphest 2020, in San Diego, California. Thirty-ninth year, hosted by The Triumph Sports Car
Club . Host hotel is The Dana on Mission Bay. More info
at https://triumphest2020.com/.

29 Mar 20—Annual MG Club of St Louis Terry Fanning
Rally. Details to follow, monitor www.stlouismgclub.com.
29 Mar 20—BSCC Autocross No. 1, Family Arena, St

1-3 Oct 20—6-Pack TRials, in Richmond, Virginia. Info to

Charles. Show around 9-9:30, $40 for six runs. For more
information or to get on the emailing list, contact Racer
Steve at sshab@yahoo.com.

follow.

8 Nov 20—SLTOA Veterans Run VIII, details to follow.

4 Apr 20—MG Club of St Louis annual Mini-Endurance
Rally. Twelve hours of navigation, driving and fun! Details to follow.
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6-7 Jun 20—20th Annual Greater Ozarks All-British
Car Day, in Carthage, Missouri, hosted by the Greater

12 Apr 20—Annual Forest Park Concours d’Elegance, hosted by the Horseless Carriage Club of Missouri. The concours will feature the MG-Triumph Challenge X annual competition for the British Leyland Tro-

Ozarks British Motoring Club. Info to follow.

14 Jun 20—BSCC Autocross No. 3, Family Arena, St

phy. Details to follow, monitor http://hccmo.com/.

Charles.

20 Apr 20—MG Club of St Louis Tech Session No. 4.

26-28 Jun 20—Vintage Grand Prix of Mid-Ohio, incorth
porating the 18 Annual Kastner Cup as well as Trans

Location TBD, 3:30-5 PM, Bob Bentzinger will discuss
everything you ever wanted to know about MG electrical
systems. Monitor www.stlouismgclub.com.

Am Reunion, Miata Heritage Cup and International GT
Series. Sponsored by the Sportscar Vintage Racing Association (SVRA), Mid-Ohio Raceway, Lexington, Ohio. Details to follow.

3 May 20—BSCC Autocross No. 2, Family Arena, St
Charles.

Better have those LBCs ready!

Polar Bear Run 2020
Sunday, 9 February
Meet at the BP station near St Louis Premium Outlets (18406 Convenience Way), 10 AM
We’ll head to Labadie via the scenic route for
lunch at the Hawthorne Inn
Weather backup day: 16 Feb

MG-Triumph Challenge X
For the British Leyland Participation Trophy

In association with the HCCMO Easter Concours d’Elegance

Forest Park, Sunday, 12 April
$15 per car
Details to follow; in the meantime, be prepared to
sign up when you get the call

Champagne British Car Festival
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TRA 2020 15-19 June

Annual Christmas Party—14 Dec 19
‘Twas a gala holiday gathering at the Missouri Athletic Club-West on Saturday, 14
December, when 35 of the Triumph faithful
met for the club’s annual Christmas dinner.
Prior to the meal, the usual meet and greet
activities took place (including a fair amount
of the inevitable tech talk), while Santa Jack
David and his Chief Elf, Bonnie, handled
welcome duties and posed for photos. Bonnie, as always, also accepted presents for
the Toys for Tots program.

President’s
Musings
By John Willerton

January. 2020. Can you believe it? Didn’t science fiction
writers and movie directors predict we would be flying on a Pan
Am space ship to an orbiting
space station by 2001 (“A Space
Odyssey”)? Didn’t they say a
DeLorean would take us “Back to
the Future?” And here we are,
trying to maintain and drive vehicles built in the mid-to-late end of
the century. I am just fine with
that.
Mind you, I would be thrilled to
fly to a space station via Pan
Am, Space X, or whoever, but it
is really fun trying to get a TR
back on the road.
January is a time for looking
forward to the next time we get
to take our wonderful, earthbound machines back on the
road. We will laugh out loud at
the cold of February! Ha Ha!, we
will say, as we drive in the Polar
Bear Run.
We have seen summer heat
and bone chilling cold for the
Easter Car Show. We will pay no
mind to the weather, as long as
we get the SLTOA name on the
trophy!
There are so many events to
look forward to; certainly, there is
something for everyone. At the
very least, we can look forward
to our monthly meetings of conversation and fellowship. There
are a lot of topics to cuss and
discuss, so I hope everyone can
attend upcoming meetings.
- John

Stephen Paur served as MC for the evening and initiated the pre-meal proceedings by
thanking Joe and Sharon Guenther for getting us into MAC-West again this year. He
also thanked Bonnie for serving as the event
hostess before handing off to SLTOA President John Willerton.
“It’s a special evening,” said John. “It’s
great to be together and also fun to have
Toys for Tots and the gift exchange.” He
then summarized 2019’s activities including
the Polar Bear run (“it took three tries; persistence pays off!”), noted November’s Vet- Santa Jack and Chief Elf Bonnie (photo by
eran’s Run was snowed out and then Ronnie Paur)
thanked Stephen Paur for setting up the
“Ford v. Ferrari” movie night event, which
drew a diverse group of over 100 people.
John continued with the accolades, thanking Steve Moore for his membership efforts.
As of the night of the party, SLTOA had 102
members, with about 50 percent having paid
their dues for 2020. He added, “If you know
someone who’s a member and isn’t showing
at events, encourage him or her.” The president then thanked treasurer Maria Moore,
stating, “She’s done a wonderful job. The
books are well organized, we’re in the
black…and we’re legal.”
“What dos this group do besides talking
about Triumphs and promoting the marque?”
John continued.
He noted predecessor
Andy Stark’s effort to bring in younger members and said the effort would continue the
effort. Perhaps the club could invite youth
organizations to events such as drives and
car shows. In the meantime, “…keep driving
your cars, get exposure and talk to people.
Who knows, one of these days I might get
MC Stephen Paur (photo by Ronnie Paur)
my TR3 running!”
A number of conversations covering a variety of topics broke out during the meal, accompanied by plenty of laughter. Attaboys for the TRials event…plans to attend VTR in
Galena in August…possible Triumph night at a dog racing track (!?)…a one-overnight trip
to the Southern Illinois wine country, possibly as an alternate for the club’s annual fall
colours drive. Several of the TR3 owners piled on President Willerton concerning his
long-term project while someone else noted the Poropats had been out looking at farm
property (“Sonja liked the lake, Mike liked the two garages, apparently neither of them
actually looked at the house”).
About 8:15, MC Stephen started the awards presentation. The club’s newsletter editor
handed out several, including the 2019 “Best Exhaust Notes Cover” Award to Andy
Ackerman; Slow Roller Racing Team BSCC Autocross Series Champion Awards to Allen
Decker (2018) and Steve Moore (2019); and, le pièce de résistance, the first-ever Lewis
(Continued
LF on page 5)
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Christmas Party (Continued from page 4)
& Clark Corps of Discovery Excellence in Navigation Award. The team of Steve and Maria Moore designed and led last July’s
Peach Pickin’ Drive. They managed to miss turns/get off route four times, hence the award…
Steve in turn announced an award to our South American member, Jaime Kopstein, as Honorary President & Roving Ambassador of the Uruguayan Chapter. He then offered to fly down to Uruguay to present the award, “…pending authorization by the pres-

RP

RP

RP

RP

DF

ident
and
treasurer.”
Treasurer Maria responded, “I’ll take it down; I
speak Spanish.”
Steve
said they’d get the award
to Jaime, one way or another (response from the
floor: “Make sure you insure it. The frame’s from
the Dollar Store”).
We ended the evening
with the gift exchange,
honchoed by Chief Elf
Bonnie. This year, all who
brought gifts sat in a circle
of chairs and responded to
Bonnie’s directions: “Pass
your present one chair to
the right…Pass your present to someone you don’t
really know…Pass your
gift to someone you’ve
talked with tonight.” After
several iterations of the
instructions,
everyone
wound up with a present.

SM

Apparently someone got coal in their stockings...
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(Continued on page 6)

Christmas Party (Continued from page 5)
Christmas Party (Continued from page 5)
After that, some final conversations and holiday good wishes as the crowd headed out. As always, our thanks to the Missouri
Athletic Club-West for the outstanding food and service.
And to all, a good night!

DF

SLTOA’s officers, from the left: Vice President Craig Houghtaling, Webmaster Stephen Paur,, YFE, Events Chair Steve Moore, President John Willerton
and Treasurer Maria Moore (photos JM
by John Moore)

Jack and Bonnie David

JM

Lee Fox and Gail Johns

Craig and Kay Houghtaling
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Ed and Mary Kaizer

David and Jeanne Layton

Mike and Sonja Poropat

Tom Puorro and Fran

Steve and Maria Moore

Richard and Debbie Radasch

John and Lynn Willerton
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Ronnie and Stephen Paur

Rodney and Carla Francis

Yr Fthfl Ed

Report From the Road: Conclave
By John Lore
Recently Jan and I had the opportunity to attend the largest “All British Car Show” we never
knew existed. Located in beautiful Oak Park, Arvada, Colorado (near Denver), it began with a
“Ride The Rockies” tour on Saturday 14 September and ended with over 500 British cars and
motorcycles at lovely Oak Park.
I counted over four rows of MGs, two and a half rows of Austin-Healeys, and a huge display
of Triumphs and Jaguars. Every British car imaginable and some I’ve never heard of were represented.
This is an annual event well worth attending. For more information you can visit the website
at www.thecoloradoconclave.com or ColoradoConclave@comcast.net.

“Lore, John
stirred.”
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Lore...shaken,

not

Report From the Road: One Man’s Triumph
Many newspapers feature regular columns about cars and
their owners; they include The (London) Sunday Times, which
offers up a “Driving” column. Courtesy of our Scottish correspondent Andrew Milne, we received a copy of a recent column concerning owner Benjamin Zephaniah, who has a somewhat upgraded TR7:

a string of British cars of varying reliability.
He bought his first motor, a Ford Anglia, at 18. “It
cost £40. I’d drive it five miles and have to fill it up
with water because the radiator had a leak.” He sold it
and bought a second-hand Mini, but “one day I filled it
up with petrol and it never started again.”
Despite his initial bad luck with British cars, his third
motor, a second-hand Triumph GT6—based on the popular Triumph Spitfire convertible—did him proud for a
couple of years. “That was a wonderful car,” he sighs.
It was followed by a second-hand TR6, “which had a
lovely wooden interior” even if it was “a bit of a poor
man’s sports car.”

Me and My Motor
Old Triumphs are poetry in motion to Benjamin
Zephaniah
Interview by York Membery
January 5, 2020

Benjamin Zephaniah is keen to make one thing clear:
“I’m not a petrolhead.” But growing up in Birmingham,
the cradle of the British car industry, and seeing “old
Triumphs on the road” sowed the seeds of a lifelong love
affair with vintage British motors.
“Just down the road from where I lived was the Lucas
light factory, and I had friends who would leave a job at
Lucas’s on a Friday and walk into a new job at Dunlop
(the tyre-maker) on the Monday,” says the awardwinning poet, writer and musician. “Then it all went.”
As a teenager with Dyslexia, Zephaniah was sent to an
approved school and taken under the wing of a RollsRoyce engineer—the appropriately named Mr Carr—
who worked with disadvantaged kids on his days off.
“One day he gave me a Ford Corsair engine and told me
to strip it and rebuild it,” Zephaniah recalls. It took him
two months, under his tutor’s watchful gaze. “He’d occasionally aske me questions like, ‘Have you seen your
mum recently?’ and I gradually realized he was using the
engine as a way to connect with me,” recalls Zephaniah,
61, who now lives in Lincolnshire.
Despite such attempts to help, however, he left the
school at 13,
unable
to
read or write,
and
later
served a prison sentence,
before falling
in love with
the written
word
and
turning over
a new leaf.
As well as
having
a
string of poetry books,
novels, plays
and albums
to his name,
he has owned

In the 1990s he went one better, buying a second-hand
white TR7 to impress his girlfriend. He was not alone
in being a fan of the 1970s sports car. “one day someone flashed me on the motorway, so I pulled over and a
guy in a Roller pulled up and said: “I love your car, will
you sell it to me?” Despite being offered “silly money,”
Zephaniah declined.
A year later he traded up to a “more modern” TR7,
which he has owned for the past 27 years, though it’s
only insured to drive 5,000 miles a year. He has since
stripped it down, fitted a 4.6-liter V8 engine, upgraded
the brakes and had the interior reupholstered. “People
under 35 are always coming up to me and saying,” What
the hell is this?”
After hundreds of hours spent under the bonnet,
“there’s very little of the original TR7 left, and despite
its age, it moves like a modern car and is just as reliable.” In fact, eh wishes more people would follow his
example: “I think we do something for the country by
restoring (classic cars) rather than scrapping them.”
Despite
his love of
British cars,
Zephaniah
dreams of a
more
distinctive motor: the Batmobile. “I
love
the
shape and
the fire that
comes out
of the back.
Although
mine would
have to be
electric.”
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Ready for
Polar Bear!

Negative Camber

Hoo-hah,
great Christmas party!
It’s always
fun to spend
an evening
during the
holiday seaBy the Editor son
with
your
Triumph buds and as per usual, our accommodations and food
were outstanding. One of the particularly entertaining aspects
of the gathering is hearing the exchanges about our cars;
some are in great shape, some have a long way to go, but the
process is worthwhile, educational and oftentimes funny. To
all who attended, I hope you enjoyed the proceedings as much
as I did and again, thanks to the Guenthers for making the
arrangements and to Santa Jack and Chief Elf Bonnie for serving as host and hostess, in and around collecting for Toys for
Tots.
Throughout, we saw a continued series of articles concerning government (Federal, state, local, etc) proposals which
would impact our enjoyment of LBCs and other specialinterest/collectible vehicles if they actually passed into law.
Several jurisdictions are looking at pushing earlier introduction
and implementation of these laws, as noted in a 1 October
2019 article in The (London) Times (James Allen, “UK Government Could Accelerate Plans to Ban petrol and Diesel Cars).
England’s looking at a complete, 100% ban of petrol and
diesel-powered cars by 2035. When the Conservative government first made its proposal in 2018, it called for all new cars
and vans to be “effectively zero emission by 2040,” with hybrids to follow no later than 2050. In what might could be considered a political round of “Oh yeah, I can top that,” Scottish
First Minister is pushing for a full gas/diesel vehicle ban by
2032, while the Republic of Ireland’s leadership has said they
can do it by 2030.
According to Mike Hawes, chief executive of the UK’s Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders, the organization supports the move, but is worried about the industry realistically
having a enough time to make the transition efficiently. The
group’s also pushing for guarantees from the UK governments
for adequate development of the necessary infrastructure to
support an all-electric car and truck society.
Once again, what’s not mentioned in any government pronouncement is the provision for allowances or exemptions for
the owners of collectible cars; nor is there mention of what
owners are supposed to do with their current vehicles. The
legislative proposals mentioned above are directed at new car/
truck sales, ie, after 2040 in England, you purchasing options
will be limited to electric vehicles (or, conceivably, hydrogenpowered cars or something similar). No mention of what happens to all of the gas and diesel-powered cars, such as our
decades old Triumphs.
I expect it’ll be addressed later; in the meantime, I expect
we’ll see increasing efforts to remove all gas and dieselpowered vehicles from our roads and race tracks. Shoot, in
this political season we are seeing some demands for the immediate end of the use of carbon-based fuels in any form.
One of the presidential candidates went so far as to claim that
private ownership of cars was bad for the environment and
should be banned.

Whatever. I’ll continue to monitor the Brit car mags for news
on how their politicians plan to address these issues. If something applicable comes across my desk, I’ll get the word out.
Finally, concerning driving here in the St Louis region, I think
I’ve finally heard and seen it all. On 19 December, the St Louis Post-Dispatch reported on Rep Tony Lovasco (R-O’Fallon),
who introduced a bill that would stop MoDOT from posting its
typically hilarious warning notices on those electronic highway
signboards.
The messages are legendary and have garnered
international attention, but
according to Rep Lovasco,
“Those signs are hideously
expensive, and MoDOT has
a lot of incredibly detailed
information
they
could
share.
But rather than
sharing that information
with people, they make
puns
about
Santa
Claus” (“St Charles County
lawmaker wants to halt
Missouri’s playful highway
messages,” St Louis PostDispatch).
If passed, the bill would direct MoDOT to only use the signs
to provide info on traffic conditions, weather or emergency
alerts. Thus, we’d no longer see messages such as the following:
“Santa’s Coming – Have You Been A Good Driver?”
“Did You Run Out of Blinker Fluid?”
“Slow Down, Your Mom Is Watching”
“I Find Your Lack of Seat Belt Disturbing”
“Camp in the Ozarks, Not the Left Lane”
I could make a comparison between the good representative
and the Grinch, or even Mr Scrooge, but I’ll pass on the opportunity. I will point out it appears some people in our legislature
have way too much time on their hands…
Anyway everyone, Happy New Year! Let us all boldly drive
into 2020…

Washington: I-5 southbound approaching Seattle-Tacoma International. And yes, a hacker was involved… (Seattle Post-Intelligencer)
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Regarding the Wedge...
These end-of-the-line Triumphs were so unreliable
and prone to rust – thank you, British Leyland – that
most went to the crusher. The convertible models were
fairly rare and were produced only between 1979 and
'81.
When my son was in grade school, the TR7 was his
favorite car – it was pretty wedgy and futuristic-looking
when introduced in 1975. He had a framed poster of
one in his room.
There you go, a short summation of the ups and downs of
the Wedge. You can also access something like 14 years of
Sherlock’s auto blogs, as well as “Illustrations” (as the title indicates, his car drawings) and “Ancient Transport,” which focuses on his 1939 Plymouth business coupe.
The blog is great fun, when you get a chance check it out.
In mid-September we received notification of the existence
of a highly entertaining automotive blog, written by an individual named Joe Sherlock. Titled “The View Through the Windshield,” the blog, at www.joesherlock.com (click on “Journal” at
the upper left), contains a wide variety of car content, including
a blog he posted on 6 December 2013 concerning the Triumph
TR7.

Welcome New Member!
Zach Pancoast
Manchester
1960 TR3A 1960 MGA 1600

Here’s what he had to say:
The Sky Was A Precarious Balance between Partly
Cloudy and Partly Sunny on Monday – wobbling on the
knife edge of the celestial scale. There had been lots of
sun last week but the weather was now In Transition
and rain was forecast.
By 1:00 pm, the temperature was still in the low 60s.
Nevertheless, I fired up my '39 Plymouth coupe and
took a short drive. At some spots, I was bathed in sunshine; drive a couple of hundred feet further and the
world became joyless, dull and overcast. It all depended on the capriciousness – and the location – of the
many puffy, seemingly-innocuous clouds.
The ride was pleasant and almost uneventful until I
came upon an unfamiliar shape racing towards me from
the opposite direction. It turned out to be a red Triumph
TR7 convertible. I was shocked – I didn't know there
were any still on the road. I hadn't seen a TR7 of any
kind in over 20 years.

St Louis Triumph Owners Association

Proud member club, St Louis Sports Car Council
www.stlscc.org

TR7s were pretty small by U.S. standards of the era –
only 160 inches long. Because they were so low-slung
– 50 inches tall, they looked swoopy rather than stubby.
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SLTOA Book Corner
By J Wellington Bernalillo
This is a book review minus the actual reading of the book, but fear not, that will come in time…like
as soon as we can get to Barnes & Noble and purchase a copy of this publication.
At a recent St Louis Chapter, BMW Car Club of America meeting local author Molly Butterworth gave
a brief presentation on her new book, They Will Run: The Golden Age of the Automobile in St. Louis
(Reedy Press, 2019). Co-written with Thomas Eysell, it’s a history of car manufacturing and the vehicle
support industry here in the Gateway City.
What, you didn’t know that St Louis once housed a substantial car industry? Well, as writer Jeannette Cooperman summarized in an article for St Louis Magazine, our city was once one of the centers
of vehicular production, apparently second only to Detroit:
America’s Sports Car, the Chevy Corvette, was first manufactured in St. Louis (after 300 were hand-built in Flint, Michigan). The World War II “Jimmy” was also made here—that's the GMC CCKW truck that carried supplies for Allied troops as
they pushed eastward after the Normandy invasion. So was the sleek Moon roadster that Walt Disney drove—until he sold
it to finance the production of Steamboat Willie. St. Louis was the home of the first gasoline station dedicated to serving
motorists, and many of the earliest, coolest automobiles were made here. At one point, its car manufacturing came in second only to Detroit. By 1965, we were cranking out more than 700,000 vehicles. We had not one but three Automobile
Rows over the years, lined with grand buildings where you could browse, beg to test-drive, or have a beloved vehicle repaired.
The book covers the history of St Louis’ manufacturers, including St Louis, Dorris, Moon, Ruxton, Success, Victor and Traffic
trucks. It also provides the history of the local operations of General Motors, Ford and Chrysler as well as a chapter on some of
the more famous, family-owned dealership chains, including Auffenberg, Mungenast, Bommarito and Dave Sinclair.
By the way, Butterworth and Eysell very happily admit to being gearheads. Molly currently owns/drives a BMW sedan, F650GS
Dakar motorcycle and 1995 Ford F-250 4x4 with a 7.3L Powerstroke diesel and refers to herself as a “stick-shift disciple.” Tom
owns 1964 and 1966 Pontiac GTOs.
We suspect there isn’t much LBC content in They Will Run, if any, but, if you are interested in autos in general and are a proud
native of St Louis – or even a recent arrival – we expect this book will find its way to your auto shelf. The book’s available from
Barnes & Noble and Amazon, list price $39.95; expect a full review in a future issue of Exhaust Notes.

A 1931 Gardner roadster (photo courtesy of Robert Gardner)
Additional sources: Jeannette Cooperman, “Many of the most iconic cars in history were first manufactured in St. Louis – not to
mention trucks that helped win World War II,” St Louis Magazine, 14 October 2019; Don Corrigan, “They Will Run,” South County
Times, 25 October 2019.
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10-12 Sept 20
https://triumphest2020.com/.
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Admit It, You Want This
Car...
Courtesy of Bring A Trailer, natch, posted on 4 December: a
1956 TR3 clothed in a Devin body, completely restored between 2001 and 2004 and a regular at the Rolex Monterey Motorsports Reunion. The car has a 2.3L inline four (rebuilt in
2018 with forged Wiseco pistons and Carrillo connecting rods)
with Weber 42 DCOE carbs, rebuilt four-speed box, suspension
upgrades including a Panhard bar, electronic ignition and 15inch Panasport wheels with Dunlop racing tires (it came with a
spare set of Panasports with Hoosiers mounted).
The car was located in Newport Beach, California. The winning bid came in at $38,500, with the new owner having the
Devin shipped to Europe for shows and vintage racing.

Photos via Bring A Trailer

SLTOA Blog:

News, commentary, events, opinion and seasoned immaturity. Www.sltoa.org/blog/

SLTOA’s on Facebook!

Www.facebook.com/home.php?
sk=group_134416339926824&ap=1
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SLTOA Classifieds
69 Spitfire MkIII—Has a

1500cc engine from a ’74
Spitfire installed. Lots of
parts including hardtop with
back glass, soft white top,
extra transmission, the original 1147cc engine and a
TON of new parts. Currently not road worthy and beyond my
ability to troubleshoot, suspect it might be a timing issue. In St
James, $5500 but I am open to reasonable offers, email
aa081bb0e218357d904a3ba3cf7ba118@sale.craigslist.org
(Craigslist)(2001)

76 TR6—Original owner,

42K miles, very nice condition and running good.
Within last 2000 miles,
valve job with hardened
valves for unleaded fuel,
gas tank cleaned and new
fuel sender installation,
exhaust system replaced,
new timing chain, carbs rebuilt, coolant hoses and belts replaced, master cylinder and wheel cylinders replaced. Has
Michelin redline tires, electronic ignition, new carpet and belts,
Nardi steering wheel. This car has spent most of its life in a
garage, factory repair manual included.
In St Charles,
$17,000,
email
03f6bee7c92432beb596695bb4ac9d14@sale.craigslist.org
(Craigslist)(2001)

Bonnet project (GT6 look), new punched louvered side panels
(assembly required), have all support brackets & headlight
buckets (& duplicates). Anything & everything I can put my
hands on that's Spitfire related GOES. $1000. No Dickering. ?'s call (636) 248-7466 Craig Madsen (1906)

For Sale—I recently purchased the inventory of a small restoration shop that focused exclusively on British cars. I have
parts for Triumph TR3s, 4s, 250/6s and a small amount of TR7
and TR8 parts, plus parts for MGs and Healeys big and small.
A large proportion of the parts are new, in their original packaging, and mostly from Moss Motors. There are also parts
from The Roadster Factory. I have spread sheets by vehicle
type/model. I live in Northwest Arkansas; please contact me
with your needs, Brad Esslinger, atoolhog@yahoo.com or call
(479)282-4393 (1911)

For Sale—I sold my TR6 to a mechanic in New Jersey who

gave it to his thrilled fiancé! Now I’ve finally gotten around to
cleaning up my storage bins and have TR6 parts for sale.
Contact me for a list/description. Steven Umbach, steveumbach22@gmail.com, in Houston, TX (2001)

Wanted—TR4/TR250 fenders, TR4 tubs, TR4A IRS, TR250

and TR6 frames. Contact Jeff Homsher at It’s Alive Automotive, jeff@itsaliveauto.com or call (314)348-5774 (1911)

76 TR6—52K miles, first
in class at the 2006
ABCCS, $15,000. Call
Tony Rain at (618)5560027 (1910)

For Sale—Falcon stainless steel sports exhaust
system for the TR6,
“lightly used,” $100. Contact Dave Massey at
dave1massey@cs.com.

For Sale— These bat-

teries were sold several
years ago by The Roadster Factory for a premium price to people who
wanted a genuine Lucas
battery for their classic
British car. So, the battery is old, but it has never had acid in it so it is
functionally new. About
5” deep, 8” tall and 12”
wide. $50, call Creig
(314)401-7817 or email
creig55@live.com (1911).

FIRE

SALE—Spitfire,
everything must go! 40
over
1500cc
motor
(assembly required) w/
1.5" SU carbs, manifold,
stainless heat shield,
bearings, gaskets etc.
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Best of CraigsList
73 Jensen Healey Hot Rod~Street Rod —TOTAL CONVERSION WITH 350 Super Charged Chevy~Turbo 350 trans,
9 Inch Ford Rear end, Electric Brakes, Fantastic Paint with
Flames, Black Leather interior, $19,000 obo or trade, do NOT
contact me with unsolicited services or offers. In Grenada
Hills, California, call Barry (818)426-8264 (Craigslist)(2001)

Membership Information
We certainly hope that you will want to join the ranks of other proud Triumph owners, or for members,
use this page to renew your membership of the St. Louis Triumph Owners Association (SLTOA). An annual membership fee of $20.00, due each January, covers your membership dues the calendar year.
As a member, you will received the SLTOA monthly news letter Exhaust Notes, which includes:


Articles about SLTOA drives and events, both planned and past



Schedules for regional and national Triumph and British car events



Technical tips and tech sessions



Feature articles on Triumph vehicle, personalities and competition history



For sale / want ads, free to members of SLTOA

You and yours will be able to participate with other SLTOA members in:


SLTOA touring drives



Monthly SLTOA club meetings, held every third Tuesday evening at selected, area restaurants



Local, regional, and national British car shows and conventions



The SLTOA Annual Picnic Meeting



The annual SLTOA Holiday party at a club subsidized rate



The club-sponsored web site, with event and activity details and access to the club’s private email list for
quick communications with other SLTOA members

You will receive the SLTOA Membership Directory, updated annually and made available following the

close of the annual membership drive. Also, members are included in a blanket auto insurance
policy covering certain club sponsored activities.
Members using Facebook also have access to the SLTOA Facebook site.

Join or Renew your SLTOA Membership today!
Payment for dues may be made by mail, at meetings, or by using the Paypal option on the club web
page. Dues including email delivery of Exhaust Notes every month are $20 annually. Payment by PayPal will include a processing fee.
Be advised, we can no longer offer to mail newsletters to new members via the US Postal Service. Current members who have been receiving the newsletter via U. S. Mail will grandfathered and will continue
to receive the newsletter via mail, however the membership rate will increase to $35.00 annually.
Send payment to:

SLTOA .
100 Hilltop Court
Washington,
Missouri 63090
Attn: Membership

For the directory, upon joining/renewing, please provide your address, contact information including email and number and year/model of your Triumph, or Triumphs (feel free to list any other special interest/collectable vehicles you
may have in your possession).
If you have any questions about membership, please contact SLTOA treasurer Maria Moore at deloera56@sbcglbola.net. We’ll see you out there!
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Next Meeting
Tuesday 21 January 2020

Mimi’s Bistro & Bakery
17240 Chesterfield Airport
Rd
(636)530-4510
Show after 5 PM, discuss
things TR, swap “I survived
the holidays” stories...

And Finally...
A winter tech
tip (hey, no
need to thank
us!)
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