How to Declare Your Triumph As Essential Transportation
10 Tech Tips Guaranteed to Keep You in the Garage and Off the Honey-Do List!

ROAD & TRIUMPH
April 2020

More Commonly Known As Exhaust Notes

www.sltoa.org

Zoom 40-Minutes Meeting ID: 555-121-200

Ed

Glenn

Matthew

Seminar!

Bill

Our Panel of
Experts Practice
Social Distancing
While
Discussing How
To Produce an
LBC Newsletter
During the
Current
Circumstances

Photo by Ronnie Pair
YFE

1

5

See page 3

Calendar
NOTE: As this issue goes to press, Missouri Governor Mike Parson has extended the statewide “Stay at Home” order through Sunday, 3 May. On the Illinois side of the river, Governor
J.B. Pritzker has an order in place through Thursday, 30 April.
We’re going to resume posting events from roughly mid-May onward, pending an actual
loosening of the restrictions. Again, we strongly recommend monitoring for announcements
of postponements or cancellations. Realistically, it could be mid-June or later before gatherings such as car shows become feasible again. As the situation changes, our webmasters will
post the information to all members and on the SLTOA web page.
Missouri guidance: https//governor.mo.gov/stay-at-home-Missouri-order-guidance-and-frequently-askedquestions
Illinois guidance: https://www2.illinois.gov/pages/executive-orders/executiveorder2020-10.aspx

28 Apr 20—Tentative Virtual SLTOA meeting. Boldly
into the 21st century! Keep an eye on www.sltoa.org for
info on how to sign in, start time, and other details.

16 May 20—Cars & Coffee Westport. At Westport
Plaza south lot, I-270 and Page, opposite McDonalds, 8:30-10:30 AM. Tentative, see pg. 3 opposite.

19 May 20—Tentative SLTOA monthly meeting, loca-

17 May 20—St Louis Region Solo II/Autocross No. 1,

tion TBD. Watch for confirmation or cancellation.

Family Arena, St Charles. Event fee $55, plus a $15
weekend membership for non-SCCA members; online pre
-registration is $45. Monitor https://solo.stlscc.org/.

29-31 May 20—2020 Champagne British Car Festival, held on the grounds of the Davis Mansion, Bloomington, IL. This year’s featured marque is Triumph; the

23-24 May 20—Charles A. Bunyan Memorial Run &
Flea Market, at The Roadster Factory, Ramah, PA.

show will run on Sunday from 9 AM to 2:30 PM. Monitor
www.cbcf-bloomington.com for details.

Drive to Horseshoe Curve on Saturday, flea market on the
grounds of TRF on Sunday. Info/registration available at
https://the-roadster-factory.com/memorial.php.

15-19 Jun 20—TRA/Triumph Register of America
National Meet, hosted by the Miami Valley Triumphs,

30 May 20—Caffeine & Chrome, 9 AM-12 noon at Gate-

Clarion North Conference Center, 1950 Newtown Pike,
Kentucky. For information contact Bruce Clough at
tcr1760lo@gmail.com.

way Classic Cars, 1237 Central Park Dry, O’Fallon, IL.
For
into,
call
(618)271-3000
or
call
up
www.gatewayclassiccars.com.

16 June 20—SLTOA monthly meeting, details to follow.

4-6 Jun 20—24th British V8 Meet, “Gateway to Perfor-

26-28 Jun 20—18th Annual Kastner Cup, in association
with the Vintage Grand Prix of Mid-Ohio, Lexington,

mance,.” Host hotel is the Sheraton Westport Chalet,
monitor https://britishv8meet.org for additional information.

Ohio. Several SLTOA members are planning on an excursion to this event (only 500 miles, an easy jaunt up I70...), details TBA.

5 Jun 20—Memories Car Club Cruise, aka “The Zoo,”

John Lam-

at Faith Church, Gravois Rd west of I-270. 4-9 PM, attendance prizes, 50/50 drawing. For info call (417)7700103.

31 Aug-4 Sept 20—VTR 2020: Roadsters Run the
Ridges, hosted by the Illinois Sports Owners Associa-

6-7 Jun 20—20th Annual Greater Ozarks All-British
Car Day, in Carthage, Missouri, hosted by the Greater

21 Jul 20—Annual SLTOA Sweat Fest!
berg’s back yard, details to follow

tion in Galena, IL (hey, only 370 miles north of here…).
Info at https://www.vtr2020.org.

Ozarks British Motoring Club. Info to follow.

7 Jun 20—St Louis Region SCCA Solo II/Autocross No.
2, Family Arena, St Charles.
Monitor https://

10-12 Sept 20—Triumphest 2020, in San Diego, California. Thirty-ninth year, hosted by The Triumph Sports Car
Club . Host hotel is The Dana on Mission Bay. More info
at https://triumphest2020.com/.

solo.stlscca.org for time/fees.

7 Jun 20—33rd Annual St Louis European Auto
Show, proceeds benefit St Louis Arc. Location and oth-

1-3 Oct 20—6-Pack TRials, in Richmond, Virginia. Info at

er details TBD, monitor www.eventbrite.com/e/st-louiseuropean-auto-show-2020-presented-by-stl-motorcarsregistration-91816901825
or
on
Facebook
at
www.facebook.com/StLouisEuropeanAutoShow.

www.6-pack.org/vb5.

19 Sept 20—39th Annual All British Car & Cycle
Show, at Creve Coeur Lake Memorial Park. Hosted by
the MG Club of
allbritishcarshow.com/.

St

Louis,

monitor

https://

13 Jun 20—Kirkwood Annual Route 66 Cars & Guitars Festival, downtown. Vintage cars, music, vendors, good food
and fun, 5 PM-11 PM, cars on display 5-9 PM. Entry fee
$20, application deadline is 29 May. Set-up starts at 1
PM, must be completed by 4 PM; once your vehicle is in

8 Nov 20—SLTOA Veterans Run VIII, details to follow.
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place, it must remain until 9 PM. Details and registration
available at www.downtownkirkwood.com/events/route-66
– festival.

online pre-registration
solo.stlscca.org/.

is

$45.

Monitor

https://

14 Jun 20—BSCC Autocross No. 1, Family Arena, St

Charles. Show around 9-9:30 AM, $40 for six runs. For
more information or to get on the emailing list, contact
Racer Steve at sshab@yahoo.com.
NOTE: First two
events were cancelled, schedule is subject to change.

19-21 Jun 20—SVRA Brickyard Vintage Racing Invitational, at Indianapolis Motor Speedway, sanctioned by

the Sport scar Vintage Racing Association. JAGSL’s Phil
Taxman will be running his E-Type FHC vintage racer and
his club’s mounting an expedition in support. For information, contact Jim Hendrix at (314)406-2481 or email
jhendrix@curtispack.com.

COVID-19 is a pandemic that has affected everyone in our nation. Cars and Coffee St. Louis is an organization that hosts
mass gatherings of automotive enthusiasts from all over the St.
Louis Metro area. Unfortunately, COVID-19 has prompted our
government to put a ban on mass gatherings until further notice. What does this mean for us? We can't hold our events.
When will this end? We don't know. Some officials say the ban
won't be lifted until there is a vaccine.

10-12 Jul 20—SCCA Midwest Division Solo II and St
Louis Region Autocrosses Nos. 4 and 5, Family
Arena. Monitor https://solo.stlscc.org/.

26 Jul 20—BSCC Autocross No. 2, Family Arena, St

8 Aug 20—MG Club of St Louis Pre-Dawn Rally, details

We're using this time to work on improving our new website,
create a merchandise supply chain, hold virtual Cars and Coffee meetups in games like Forza Horizon, and create content
for you guys to consume while in "quarantine.” We're recording
a new podcast right after this newsletter goes live!

26 Jul 20—St Louis Region SCCA Solo II/Autocross No.
6, World Technology Raceway. Event fee $55, plus a

Most importantly, we want everyone to stay safe, stay healthy,
and stay home! We will keep you updated as this pandemic
unfolds.

Charles. Show around 9-9:30 AM, $40 for six runs. For
more information or to get on the emailing list, contact
Racer Steve at sshab@yahoo.com.
TBD.

$15 weekend membership for non-SCCA members;

Closing thoughts from Ben
Honestly, we wish we had more good news for you guys.
We’ve been pushing this announcement back as long as possible HOPING for some kind of news that would tell us when we
could start the 2020 season. This world is currently at a standstill...it could be a month...it could be 3 months...it could be the
rest of the year. We honestly don’t know...and we’re not going
to sit here and act as if we do.
All we can ask is that everyone reading this stay optimistic
and keep practicing social distancing. All we can do, is our part
and hope for the very best.
Stay healthy, my friends. Don’t lose your love for cars.
- Ben Schneider/Founder

On the cover…
For starters, it’s April, therefore time for the annual alternate cover to Exhaust Notes. Second, desperate times
often require desperate measures and when you’re the editor of a British car club newsletter (or any car club publication, for that matter), when there aren’t any events or meetings, filling a newsletter can prove a challenge. Ah, but
these fine gentlemen were up to the task and, via email, were able to throw some ideas around.
If any other Triumph/LBC editors feel left out of the process, our apology; feel free to get a similar photo taken and
we’ll run it. In the meantime, our thanks to this esteemed panel of experts: from the upper left, Matthew Johnson,
editor of The Jaguar’s Growl, Jaguar Association of Greater St Louis; Glenn Owens, editor emeritus, Metro Gazette,
MG Club of St Louis; Ed Curry, editor, TR Times, Kansas City Triumphs Sports Car Club; lower left, Bill Fisher, Brit’s
Bits, Lawrence Area British Car Club; and Yr Fthfl Ed. Thanks gentlemen!
We now return you to your regularly scheduled Triumph newsletter….
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President’s
Musings

In Memoria

Sir Sterling Moss
1929-2020

The changes that have occurred in
the world since our February meeting, post Polar Bear Run, are hard to
fathom. Covid-19 is 100% to blame.
I pray that no one reading this was
personally touched by the devastating virus and that everyone is safe
and healthy. We will all have stories
to tell of how we coped with the restrictions placed upon our activities.
I had hoped that the only changes
we would be talking about would be
our club by-laws, who won the Easter Car Show, and a little something
about the VTR Regional event.
Since we can’t discuss them face-toface at Culpeppers, I will introduce
the topics via e-mail and through
Zoom technology.
Please expect our first draft of the
by-laws via e-mail from Steve Paur.
The executive committee is mulling
over any changes they may want to
make before sending it to the whole
membership. I hope each member
of SLTOA will look over the document and write down any suggestions for improvement. Once everyone has had a chance to review and
comment, we will ask for a vote as to
whether to accept the by-laws or
reject them. Personally, I believe
that the by-laws will help the club by
formalizing the way we conduct business and to ensure each officer
knows their responsibilities.

Sir Stirling Moss, one of the all-time greats in auto racing and regularly described as
“the greatest driver never win the world championship,” passed in Mayfair, London, England on 12 April 2020 at age 90, following a long illness. He recorded his first win behind
the wheel of a Cooper-JAP at Goodwood on 18 April 1949, prior to moving into HWMs
and Jaguars. He later achieved great fame driving for Mercedes-Benz and Maserati,
including his winning drive – with navigator/co-driver Denis Jenkinson – in the 1 May
1955 Mille Miglia, driving a Mercedes 300SLR. Moss notched his last win in 1961 at
Brands Hatch, driving a Rob Walker-owned Ferrari 250 GT SWB; his competitive career
ended in a near-fatal crash in a Lotus 18 at Goodwood during the International 100 race
for F1 cars.
Here is his obituary, published by BBC:
British motor racing legend Sir Stirling Moss has died at the age of 90 following
a long illness.
He is widely regarded as one of the greatest Formula 1 drivers of all time, even
though he did not win the World Championship.
Moss retired from public life in January 2018 because of ongoing health problems.
"It was one lap too many, he just closed his eyes," said his wife Lady Moss.
Moss previously spent 134 days in hospital after suffering a chest infection while
on holiday in Singapore in December 2016.
Moss' former team Mercedes said motorsport had "lost not only a true icon and
a legend, but a gentleman", while 1996 F1 champion Damon Hill said Moss
"launched all the other careers of British racing drivers who went on to become
world champions".
Three-time F1 world champion Jackie Stewart, who came into the sport shortly
after Moss' retirement in 1961, told BBC Radio 5 Live: "He walked like a racing
driver should walk, he talked like a racing driver, he looked like a racing driver and
he set a standard that I think has been unmatched since he retired."
Moss won 16 of the 66 F1 races he competed in from 1951 to 1961 and became
the first British driver to win a home grand prix in 1955 at Aintree.
He famously lost out on the F1 title in 1958 to compatriot Mike Hawthorn after
vouching for his rival and preventing him being disqualified when he was accused
of reversing on track in the late-season Portuguese Grand Prix.
Four times a runner-up in the F1 drivers' championship, he was named BBC
Sports Personality of the Year in 1961 and was knighted in 2000.
(Continued on page 7)

I am excited to announce that the
executive committee and other interested members of SLTOA, participated on a conference call with other
Triumph clubs in our region to discuss which clubs would be hosts for
future VTR events. Upon approval
of SLTOA members, we will host a
regional meeting for VTR in 2024.
In this time of social distancing
caused by COVID-19, we would like
to try our hand at a meeting through
Zoom in order to continue the business activities of SLTOA. If you are
not familiar with Zoom, it is a com(Continued on page 12)

Moss in his Lister-Jaguar at Silverstone, 1958 (photo Maserati 300S, Sebring, 1957
LF (photo via
via Sports Car Digest)
Sports Car Digest)
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Negative Camber

by the editor

have to figure out time and means to replace all of the suspension bushings and shocks, plus add a larger anti-roll bar up
front (hey, the Boeing autocross series will start at some point,
eh?), for now the car’s running great, looking better and yes, I
can justify my periodic local drives in the HSD as
“essential” (“Honest officer, I’m out to get some groceries).”
Anyway, again, if you’ve used the past few weeks and weekends to work on your TR, please write up what you did and
send it along.

These are the times that try men’s souls – Thomas Paine
A man’s gotta know his limitations – Inspector Harry Callahan

Which leads to the next topic: content for Exhaust Notes
over the next few months. With no events and no gatherings
or meetings, I’ll run what I have; I have enough material to
keep the newsletter going although I may combine issues at
some point. By necessity, the next couple of issues will be
rather thin, but I’ll make every effort to keep the quality up.

Hoo-eeh, interesting times, eh? For starters, I do hope eveRP

ryone in the club and all others who read this (and your families) are healthy and doing well. I’ve been in communication
with a few of the other members of SLTOA and yes, people
are going a little stir-crazy over the limited options for getting
out, social distancing and all of the other aspects of this crisis.
However, from what I’ve seen at work, in the message traffic
and on the news, there does seem to be light at the proverbial
end of the tunnel and no, it ain’t a train. Having said that, remains startling to see completely closed malls like West County, a lot less traffic on the local freeways and primary routes
like Manchester and state and county parks closed. Again,
indications are these conditions will start to change before too
long.

For starters, this issue, a memorial to Sir Stirling Moss, who
passed at age 90 on 12 April. What a life, what a career and
what an icon of British motor racing. From checking the
“Racing Sports Cars” web page (great resource; take a look at
https://www.racingsportscars.com/), Sir Stirling never drove a
Triumph in competition, but he did periodically spend time behind the wheels of MGs and Austin-Healeys. He made much
of his early fame driving C-Type Jaguars, including 1951 victories at the Tourist Trophy, Goodwood and at Silverstone and
Reims in 1952.

So, what does one do? Well,
one evening I had control of the
remote and watched “Bullitt” for
the first time in something like 30
years. I till rate it as having the
best car chase scene ever
filmed, although “The French
Connection” comes in a close
second (probably followed by
“Vanishing Point”).

Second, as per usual we’ve received newsletters from several of our neighboring Triumph and British car clubs; a couple
referenced this month’s effort as their “COVID-19 issue.” I plan
to take a quick scan through all of the newsletters and present
commentary elsewhere in this issue on how they’re dealing
with the mass shut-down.
Finally, with two of our regular meetings cancelled and May’s
gathering still looking rather shaking, it looks like we’re going
to try an online or “virtual” meeting towards the end of this
month. We’ll use Zoom or some other internet meeting program and try to get a few things done, watch for an alert from
our officers and/or webmaster concerning the time and web
address. The MG club gave it a try earlier this month using
WebEx and by all reports, it worked quite well. Be advised our
good friends of the MG persuasion are continuing with planning and preparation for September’s All British Car & Cycle
Show; my guess is some details of the show may get modified
this year, but I have absolutely no doubt we’ll have the show.

Yeah, the cars in that immortal
DF around San Francisco are
race
Detroit steel (the surviving green
’68 Mustang 390 fastback used
in the film recently sold, unrestored, for $3.74 million), but if
you watch closely, you’ll still see plenty of LBCs. Watching
“Bullitt,” I noted four Jaguars – apparently including
McQueen’s D-Type, use as a backdrop in one scene – an Austin-Healey 3000, MG Midget, Morris Minor and an Aston Martin
of some type. Great fun.

As for our regular gather/hoot-and-holler sessions, road trips
and competitive events? Be of good cheer; the current circumstances will pass and we’ll resume meeting and driving as a
club soon enough.
SM

What with the temperatures on the rise (third week of April
notwithstanding), I suspect some of us have used the “free
time” to work on those Triumphs. If you did take advantage of
the time to get some work done, hopefully you took photos of
the proceedings; please feel free to submit same for publication in the Notes.
Here at our ranchero, “Junior” – the former and future airline
mechanic – is back at work at a local auto parts store and, in
his free time, working on cars: his friends’ cars, his MazdaSpeed 6 and, of course, the High Speed Doorstop (things
you learn: did you know that on a TR8, in order to drop the oil
pan and replace the gasket, you have to remove several front
suspension components?).
A lot of the work on the HSD we’ve done has been minor
stuff, ie, tuning, clean-up, etc. I’m using the opportunity to take
out some rust bubbles on the right rear wheel arch, plus touching up the paint in a few places and we should have the new
power steering pump installed before too long. While I still
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Hemmings: My First Car
Hemmings is running a series of online articles concerning
the editorial staff’s first cars. Turn’s out Executive Editor Richard Lentinello’s first car was a 1968 Spitfire MkIII…and, he still
has it.

ing let loose on a road racing circuit just days before
your 19th birthday was like hitting the lottery, only a
whole lot more fun.
In a time trial you race against the clock, not bumperto-bumper with other cars. Each car was let onto the
track some 30 seconds apart to ensure there would beSLP
no direct competition. But who cared about racing
against other cars when you had the opportunity to run
your car flat out at a place like Bridgehampton. I was
in heaven, and loved every second of that high-revving
experience.

Here’s the article, by Mark McCourt, posted on 9 April:
Richard Lentinello, Executive Editor: 1968 Triumph Spitfire
MkIII

So after bolting a pair of aluminum velocity stacks
onto the SU carbs and dropping the convertible top, I
was ready. The first time I ran down the long front
straight, flat out at something like 95 mph and headed
into the sweeping right hand turn at the end, my first
such real “racing” experience, it nearly scared me to
death. My heart was pumping faster than it ever had
before, as the brakes were barely adequate to slow the
car down, but with a quick drop into third gear, I was
able to slow down enough to make it through the 90degree corner of turn three.
With the Spitfire’s little 1,296-cc engine spinning at
5,000 rpm, running nearly flat out from turn four to the
back hairpin was an incredible experience of pure joy,
as the undulating track was both challenging and entertaining. The run on the East Straight, which went
from the back hairpin up towards turn 13 that took you
onto the front straight, was incredible as the track rose DF
nearly 100 feet in elevation. In the middle was slight
curve that allowed you to keep your foot planted, no
lifting. And, of course, speeding down the long front
straight and under the bridge was a fantastic feeling
that I will never forget.

Young Richard Lentinello with his pride and joy and below,
some years later. Yes, he still owns the Spit! (photo via Hemmings)

While I was out on the track, my brother John took
photos. The photo below, showing me coming down
the front straight, was the best, and I kept it in my wallet as a reminder of that memorable day. Then, in
October 1978, when I attended the U.S. Grand Prix at
Watkins Glen, I was roaming the pits after the race
(back when this was allowed) and I came upon Mario
Andretti surrounded by a group of fans signing autographs. The only thing I had for Mario to write on was
the photo of me at Bridgehampton, so I handed it to
Mario, who promptly signed it.

JM

It was the summer of 1975, and the Long Island
Sports Car Association was holding another one of its
popular time trials event at the famed Bridgehampton
road racing circuit on Long Island’s east end. Having
attended a time trial there earlier in the year when my
friend raced his Mazda RX-3, I decided to experience
the thrill of racing on one of the most demanding circuits
in the world, one where the big-block monsters of the
Can-Am series battled every year, prior to which Birdcages and Testa Rossas did, too.
With my trusty little 1968 Spitfire MKIII showing the
beat-up scars of a parked-on-the-street New York Citybased sports car, I JM
drove out from Brooklyn, paid the
mighty $25 fee, and hoped that it would pass inspection. It did, barely – probably thanks to the new Pirelli
CN54s on the rear. Everything else on the Triumph
was original and worn, but it ran like a top.
I was in a class with two other sports cars; a new Fiat
X1/9 and a Lotus Europa. And although I had the slowest time of the three, I enjoyed myself immensely. Be-

Mario Andretti’s signature on the Spit-on-the-track shot (photo via
Hemmings)
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So not only do I have a great photo of me racing my
Spitfire at a world famous track, but it’s signed by my
favorite driver of all time. More importantly, I still own
my beloved Spitfire. It’s my first car, and I will never
part with it, especially after we enjoyed a summer’s day
of high-rpm fun together.

major series raced here, including the US Road Racing
Championship, Can Am, Trans Am, NASCAR and IMSA.
The last race ran at Bridgehampton in 1999. In the face of
limited funds, aging structures and support facilities and the
skyrocketing value of the land and noise complaints, the track
closed. The majority of the property is now contained within
a golf course but portions of the track survive, including the
famous Chevron Bridge. You can read the history of the
track
and
see
some
great
photos
at
http://
bridgehamptonraceway.net/.

You can call up the series at the Hemmings web page; the article with the Lentinello Spitfire’s at www.hemmings.com/
stories/2020/03/26/my-first-car-hemmingseditorial-staff-share-motoring-memoriespart-three; the Spitfire article’s in the third
of the series. The whole group of articles
is highly entertaining, including reminisces
of a ‘69 Camaro, 1976 Impala Custom
Coupe, 1986 S-15 Jimmy, ’76 Plymouth Arrow and a 1988
Honda Accord DX sedan. All of the stories have their hilarious
moments which should bring nods of agreement (“Oh yeah, I
had exactly the same thing happen”).

Now, here’s the question for the SLTOA faithful: what was
your first car? Send your response to the editor (with photo,
if possible) and we’ll run them in a future issue.

The legendary Bridgehampton Race Circuit, near Sag Harbor
on Long Island, opened in 1957 following several years of open
-road races in the vicinity; during that same period – with concerns rising about the toll on the historic street circuits – several
other famous built-for-the-purpose tracks opened, including
Thompson Speedway Motorsports Park, Connecticut; Road
America, Wisconsin; Lime Rock Park, Connecticut; and Laguna
Seca, California. As Lentinello indicates in his article, all of the

(Photo: Ash Autmobilia)
Sir Stirling Moss (Continued from page 4)
Together with his fine F1 career, Moss was regarded as a motor racing all-rounder and racked up a total of 212 victories
in all categories.
He was an outstanding rally driver and in 1955 set a new course record in winning the famous Mille Miglia, a 1,000-mile
race around Italy.
Moss was effectively forced to retire from top-level motorsport in 1962 after a crash at Goodwood left him in a coma for a
month and partially paralysed for six months.
However, he continued to race in historic cars and legends events until the age of 81.
Moss is survived by his third wife, Susie, their son Elliot, and daughter Allison from an earlier marriage.
The British Racing Drivers' Club
(BRDC) said "no-one could have been
prouder" to be part of the organisation
than Moss, who was its longest-serving
member.
"In the history of motor racing, not just
in his home country but also wherever
he raced around the world, Sir Stirling
held a unique status, which continued
throughout his life, long after he retired
from his front line racing career," said
the BRDC.
"He was universally recognised, following the retirement of the great Juan Manuel Fangio in 1958, as the racing driver
who set the standards by which all other
drivers were judged, whether in Formula
1 or international sports car racing.
"His versatility and competitive instincts made him a formidable competitor in any race."
Moss at the Amelia Island Concours, 2015 (photo via ConceptCarz)
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Mentioned in Despatches
About that pandemic….

2021, currently on the Gunston Hall calendar for April 25 (with
set up on the 24th), and we look forward to seeing you there!

I hope everybody is still
healthy and happy despite the
current pandemic. Our lives
have certainly changed over the
past month! But I want you to
reflect on how being a lover of
antique British cars may have
helped you avoid catching the
COVID-19 flu. I’ve got several
examples where we have practiced most of the recommendations made by the CDC.

As can be expected, all CTR events on the spring and summer schedule have been cancelled until the all clear has been
sounded on the pandemic. We will update as the season goes
on.
Stay safe and heed the advice given to protect yourself from
the Coronavirus.
- Roger Morrison, President
Capital Triumph Register
In the close to 21 years I’ve been editor of the Capital Triumph Register newsletter, this is the first issue that hasn’t featured recent and upcoming CTR events. That left quite a hole
to fill; however, CTR members stepped forward with a variety
of articles that you’ll find in this and next month’s issues. I hope
you enjoy them.

Handwashing:
Have
you
stopped to think that when
you’ve worked on or cleaned a
British car, your hands were
covered in oil, grease, road grime, or miscellaneous fluids.
Therefore, you’ve already had practice with washing your
hands for an extended period of time, so now it comes natural
to practice effective handwashing! Touching your face: Before
you were finished working on the car and your hands were
dirty, you learned to avoid touching your eyes, nose, and
mouth because you didn’t want oil, grease, etc on your face.

However, the event void won’t be filled soon. Things won’t
return to normal (whatever that is) all at once. Unlike college
kids on spring break, none of us are going to rush out to be the
first one at social events. So, we’ll need more of your inputs
as this insane year continues. Please think about writing up
something to share – a tech piece, a photo that you took on a
recreational drive you were able to justify as a trip to the market for toilet paper or other essential supplies, whatever.
Thank you for your support to you newsletter!

Wearing a mask: I admit that I’ve had to pull up a bandana
over my nose and mouth when following other LBCs if the
exhaust fumes were particularly strong. You say you’ve had
to do that when following one of the Hutchison cars? It’s unfortunate, but not surprising!

- Art Fournier, Editor
The Standard, CTR

Social distancing: I’m remembering a few times when
Charles was so mad at the car he pitched a wrench, hammer,
or screwdriver across the garage. You better believe I knew
to keep my distance after that!

Not much going on in the car show world. But there’s not
much going on anywhere, for that matter. In the big scheme of
things, cancelled car shows are barely a blip on the screen of
life. However, like so many activities, they are a healthy diversion. Driving your Triumph, enjoying the countryside, getting
together with people of similar (and sometimes dissimilar) interests is a great way to break up the monotony. Not that I am
bored. There are plenty of ‘busy work’ jobs for me to do; jobs
that probably only I care if they get done. But they keep me
amused. Hopefully ‘stay at home’ won’t linger on past the end
of April. Too much in this country and the world depend on it!

Staying at home when sick: When our cars don’t run both
car and driver are sick. Without reliable transportation we end
up staying at home.
So I know you can stay safe since you are expert at washing
your hands, not touching your face, social distancing, and
staying home if you are sick! What we haven’t had much
practice with is the mandate to avoid gathering in large
groups. I miss our monthly meetings and events. Unfortunately for now we will follow the governor’s directives and not meet
in person. But thanks to (editor) Brenda for keeping us informed through the newsletter!

- Art Graves
Green County (OK) Triumphs

- Lisa Hutchison, President
British Motoring Club of Arkansas

With Special Mention to:

Last month I commented on how PTOA was such an active
club. Almost all the members do something with other members…and driving our Triumphs is normally central to our
events. While we had a lot of events already on the calendar…we have had to cancel and postpone many, unfortunately. The YAHOO group seems to be pretty active, however. It
seems that quite a few members are trying to work on their
cars since they are stuck at home, anyway. If you are not on
this group…check out the website to sign up…it is one of the
best ways to stay in touch during these days… maybe one of
the only ways for a while. One of the events we have had to
cancel is this Monday’s general meeting. Hopefully we can get
together for the May meeting…time will tell.

After much discussion, the Executive Steering Board reluctantly voted to cancel BOG (Britain on the Green; CTR’s counterpart of ABCCS) 2020 because of the COVID-19 pandemic.
We could not identify a suitable date in 2020 to reschedule the
event because of the rapidly changing efforts to deal with the
pandemic.
The venue for the show, George Mason’s Gunston Hall, has
been closed by order of the Commonwealth of Virginia and
the State’s Health Department to limit the spread of the Coronavirus (COVID-19). Gunston Hall, like many state facilities,
is expected to remain closed until an unspecified date in the
future. We already have commenced our planning for BOG

- Randy Bauder, President
Portland (OR) Triumph Owners Association
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As you know the club made a donation to Stark St. Pizza,
our meeting place. This was done soon after the order went
out for restaurants to close to help enforce the Social Distancing or as it is being called these days, Physical Distancing
requirement. This was done with the idea in mind that the
funds would go to help employees that would be out of work
due to the closure. We made this donation quickly and as it
turns out may have been very helpful as the unemployment
payments may take some time to arrive. I know that the
amount, $1000 may not have gone far, but as Triumph drivers
when things go bad we appreciate any help we can get.
(Think about that part that just broke that another driver had in
their trunk). As the contact person for this donation I can tell
you that the thought and donation were very much appreciated. I believe they are still open for take-out, call ahead to order. It looks like this distancing thing may be in effect for
some time, so keep in touch, support businesses you can and
look forward to when we can meet again.

drive or 2, 3 or 4. Now I wish I had those Triumph parts. It
would be a lot more fun than driving in circles in the street in
front of the house. I keep looking at the TR6 project, and every
time I do one of the kids cars ends up in the out building space
that I need. Eventually the TR6 restore will happen, in the
meantime I am still practicing my essential errand speech, I
know eventually I will go somewhere in the LBC, I do see this
coming!
Stay safe and keep washing those hands.
- Steve Vehlewald, Director
Kansas City Triumphs Sports Car Club
I come to you all this month
amidst one of the greatest challenges that this country has
faced. The COVID19 virus has
swept through the world, and
our community, with alarming
speed, putting many at risk for
illness or worse. One positive
sign appears to be that many
who have contracted the disease recover fully, and the
campaign of social distancing
and sheltering at home seems
to have slowed the spread.
Perhaps this will allow enough
time for testing to ramp up,
vaccines to be developed, and
our lives to return to normal (or as close to normal as it can).

- Ken Steinke, Vice President
Portland (OR) Triumph Owners Association
The Wall Street Journal had an article about a golf course in
Pinehurst, N.C., that has hosted the U.S. Open, the PGA
Championship and the Ryder Cup. Members received a set of
instructions that amounted to 18 holes of heresy. Players
were told to stop shaking hands at the end of rounds. They
were asked to play without removing the flagsticks. And, in
the most blasphemous act, they were instructed to rake the
bunkers with their feet. These are the safety measures golf
courses around the world are taking to adjust to their peculiar
place in the coronavirus landscape. “It’s one of the last things
you can do in wide open spaces and enjoy nature,” said Tom
Pashley, the president of Pinehurst.

“Never was so much owed, by so many, to so few” – Winston
Churchill. What an appropriate statement, some 80 years later, as we think of all of the people out there who continue to
work to protect us, treat the sick, maintain our services, fill our
grocery shelves, and prepare us meals. Keep these people in
your thoughts and prayers, along with those who are struggling
through this crisis, either with health problems or financial
need. If you can donate to trusted organizations that help out
our community, or volunteer to help (if safe for you to do so),
please consider it.

However, there’s another outdoor activity that all of us with
those little British cars can do. You all can participate in the
monthly challenge. Drive your little car in the sunshine. It will
be good for you and your car. For the challenge: take a photo
of your car with a sunrise or sunset.
One thing that you may notice...the traffic is greatly reduced.
- Glenn Owens, Editor Emeritus
Metro Gazette, MG Club of St Louis

How do you exist as a social organization, in a time that being social is either discouraged or restricted? After all, fellowship is one of the greatest aspects of being a member of TTR;
the ability to meet with your friends and fellow Triumph enthusiasts. The weekly breakfasts on Saturday, the monthly meetings at members’ homes, and the planned drives to locations
and events; these all make up the experience we call TTR.

Who would have thought two weeks ago we would be stuck
at home and not able to go anywhere but on essential errands? Even if you can go somewhere most of the places are
closed. If you did not foresee the future and plan ahead you
are stuck. Case in point before the shutdown of almost everything I stopped at Vicky Brit on the way to lunch to pick up
parts in case we had a closure. I had not pre ordered parts
and when I walked to the door there was a handwritten sign
indicating the parts counter was closed effective that morning.
Mark Meyer was also in the parking lot trying to call someone
on the order he had placed earlier for pick up. I was irritated
with my procrastination as the parts order I needed had been
on my list to do for weeks. I am not sure Mark got his order.

As you may have seen from my updates on our Facebook
page and the Meetup page, these events have been postponed and/or canceled at this time. We hope that there will be
a lifting of restrictions in the coming weeks, allowing us all to
get out and enjoy our club activities again. And we will enjoy
those activities again!! This crisis will pass; a sense of normalcy will return. (Not to imply that any of you reading this actually
voted for Warren G. Harding). But for now, the health of our
members is paramount. We are all aware of the fact that many
in our hobby are older, and some have underlying health conditions, which would place them at higher risk for complications from this virus. When it is safe for us to resume activities,
we will.

Since I am going crazy and working way too much at home,
I thought about getting my Spitfire out and going for a spin,
after all they are saying we can go for walks, why not a drive?
How much trouble could we get in, provided we do not breakdown, right? Could this be considered an essential errand?
Since I had not rehearsed my essential errand speech, I opted
to back the car out of the outbuilding and make circles in the
cul de sac in front of the house and back to the garage. At
least I know reverse and 1st gear work, not sure about over

- Fred Wagner, President
Texas Triumph Register

Continued on pg. 10
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Despatches (continued from pg 9)

- Matthew Johnson, Editor

The Jaguar’s Growl, JAGSL

Sherman, Set the Wayback machine...
SLTOA April 1990
The editor printed an excerpt from a letter from one of the club presidents, expressing frustration over the lack of support for and participation in club events. The president of the unnamed club wrote,
I came to this club with a love for (a particular brand of LBC) in
my heart and a lot of ideas in my head. I joined to participate
with others who loved (the LBC) and wanted to share their ideas. I though you believed in me and my ideas. I thought that
was why you elected me. I guess I was wrong.
Next time you have an activity for this club, call me, I’ll be glad
to participate. I’ll even help you set it up. Because I don’t want
you to feel like I did on March 24, 1990 (video night at the Museum of Transportation which was poorly attended). But I am not
doing it by myself again. My time is valuable to me.
The Exhaust Notes editor responded,
Pretty harsh words, but it probably sums up a common problem most car clubs (with the exception maybe of Jag St Louis. I
get their newsletter and they always seem to have a good turnout). I know from experience that we’ve sponsored plenty of
events over the years that have produced only Spartan turnouts.
On the other hand, when you least expect it, the TRs seem to
come out of the woodwork. When an event is loosely structure—as with our famed Sunday-morning Italian tune-ups—
turnout usually isn’t an issue. That’s because it’s just a fun
sprint through the hills that anyone would enjoy doing alone.
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MG Mitten ad
Road & Track, October 1976

Musings (Continued from page 4)

TRs in Film

puter program, called an “app,” that can be downloaded from
the internet (like the Apple App Store). Once you have the
app on your phone, iPad, or computer, you can join a conversation online with a live video feed. The club is very fortunate,
in more ways than one, to have Dave Pollard as part of our
membership. Dave has the knowledge and ability to set up a
group meeting through Zoom.

Forwarded by our Scottish correspondent Andrew Milne, via
Craig Ingraham, here’s a five minute video on the history of
Triumph cars.
https://youtu.be/7LQi0OgZ-q4

I would like to hold an inaugural meeting using Zoom on
Tuesday, April 28, at 7:00 PM. This first Zoom meeting will be
intended to familiarize ourselves with the protocol and etiquette of using Zoom and just get a chance to talk to each
other. I would really enjoy hearing what projects each of you
are doing on your cars. Meetings on Zoom can go into free
fall and become chaotic if they are not well managed. My
feeling is we need to practice a bit if we are to have a Zoom
meeting to do meaningful business in the foreseeable future.
I hope as many people as possible will participate in the
Zoom Meeting on April 28th, we will then have a business
meeting at our usual meeting time on May 19, 2020 at 7:00.
At the May meeting, I would hope enough people have looked
over the by-laws to, at least, make corrections and have a
final draft.
I sincerely pray that everyone and their
families stay safe and healthy.

SLTOA Blog: News, commentary, events, opinion
and seasoned immaturity. Www.sltoa.org/blog/

- John

SLTOA’s on Facebook!

Www.facebook.com/home.php?
sk=group_134416339926824&ap=1

Become a VTR Member
The Vintage Triumph Register has its benefits. A national
club of Triumph enthusiasts spanning the globe needs you
as a member. Affiliate club membership is not automatic
membership with VTR.
Some of the benefits: The Vintage Triumph Magazine, our
award-winning, bi-monthly color publication.
2020 VTR National Convention in Galena, Illinois.
Access to a large number of local clubs.
Website with reference material and members-only
sections
Record Trace Certificates TR2/TR3/TR3A/TR3B
Factory trace documents on other Triumph models no
longer available
Clothing, regalia, exclusive items
Specific vehicle consultants and experts
Sign up at https://vintagetriumphregister.org
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10-12 Sept 20
https://triumphest2020.com/.
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Admit It, You Want This Car...
Instrumentation included
Veglia
Borlettii
gauges, including an
8000-rmp tach and 140
mph speedometer.
The car went up for
sale in early April in
Berkeley, California. It
sold for $20,000 on 16
April.
Sigh...another
opportunity lost.

Bring A Trailer continues to provide high entertainment value
with a wide range of vehicle options; this month’s selection
definitely fits the bill and, it has LBC content: the front end of
this roadworthy “Lakester” is from an Austin-Healey 3000.
The rest of the car? A 150-gallon belly tank reputedly from a
Republic P-47 Thunderbolt, mounted to a custom frame (which
doubles as the reservoir for the coolant) with rear coilovers,
four-wheel disc brakes, head and taillights and a Chevy 350ci
V8, putting power to the road via a four-speed Muncie transmission and Chevy rear-end. The front end had 13-in steel
wheels while 20-in alloys adorned the rear. Oh, and the fuel
tank sat in the, uh, cockpit, between the driver’s legs.
The car, posted for sale in late March, was titled as a 1957
Chevrolet (seriously…) in Indianapolis; it sold on 20 March for
$9200.
Anyone up for some serious cruising?

And, as long as we’re on a roll here...

BAT again: a 1967 Morris Minor van, perfect for the ABCCS
and also as a parts van (as in, when you take part in an LBC
driving session and pause periodically to pick up LBC parts).
Here’s the kicker: a previous owner pulled the stock fourbanger and installed a 2-liter, twin-cam Alfa Romeo inline four
with five-speed transmission, limited slip rear differential, disc
brakes and Alfa suspension fore and aft (including Koni
shocks), The seats were Corbeaus and while the front floor
was painted metal, the back end featured gray carpeting.
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SLTOA Classifieds
1966

for details (Craigslist) (2004)

TR4A—Nonrunning project, one previous owner.
Has been
sitting for many years,
engine will not turn. Original paint, some rust, good
solid frame and clear title.
$4500, in Raytown, MO
(KC), call (816)215-1822
72 TR6—62K miles, no

rust, all metal replaced.
Lots of new parts including walnut dash, carpet,
seats, door panels.
I
have over $20,000 in it,
make
cash
offer.
$20,000,
in
Liberty
(northeast of Kansas
City), call (816)694-4110.
(Craigslist) (2004)

FIRE

SALE—Spitfire, everything
must go! 40 over 1500cc motor
(assembly required) w/ 1.5" SU
carbs, manifold, stainless heat
shield, bearings, gaskets etc.
Bonnet project (GT6 look), new
punched louvered side panels
(assembly required), have all support brackets & headlight buckets
(& duplicates). Anything & everything I can put my hands on that's
Spitfire related GOES. $1000. No
Dickering. ?'s call (636) 248-7466
Craig Madsen (1906)
Wanted—TR4/TR250

fenders,
TR4 tubs, TR4A IRS, TR250 and
TR6 frames. Contact Jeff Homsher at It’s Alive Automotive,
jeff@itsaliveauto.com or call (314)
348-5774 (1911)

76 TR7—Has a 4.3 L V6.
Runs strong and has
headers, straight piped,
four barrel Holley carb,
Four-speed
automatic
trans with shift kit. Yes
car is fast and loud, you
can drive this car anywhere great daily driver
and very clean as you see
in photos. Over $15,000
invested, will consider
trades for van or truck price dramatically reduced to $4800 For
fast sale. In Orland Park (Chicago), contact John at (708)6016638 (Craigslist) (2004)

Best of CraigsList
LGC, anyone?

For Sale—Falcon stainless steel sports exhaust system for
the TR6, “lightly used,” $100.
dave1massey@cs.com.

Contact Dave Massey at

1958 Auto Union 1000SP—Project. Appearing in 1958

For Sale— These batter-

ies were sold several
years ago by The Roadster Factory for a premium price to people who
wanted a genuine Lucas
battery for their classic
British car. So, the battery is old, but it has never had acid in it so it is functionally new. About 5” deep, 8” tall
and 12” wide. $50, call Creig (314)401-7817 or email
creig55@live.com (1911).
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was the Auto Union 1000 SP, a low-slung two-seater sports
car that was produced for Auto Union by the Stuttgart coach
builders, Baur. Adorned with tail fins, the stylish modern look
of the car gave rise to the term "baby Thunderbird.” This is a
rare version of the inimitable DKW/Audi 3 cylinder/2 stroke
front wheel drive. Fabulous lines. The rarest of the line-up
from new. Restored example brings up to $100,000.00. A
great opportunity to acquire a solid example for restoration.
Historically important and very different to find in any condition.
$7500,
in
Bremerton,
WA,
email
858e9883c29d3ec9b0e42c052704b0c4@sale.craigslist.org
(Craigslist) (2004)

St Louis Triumph Owners Association

Proud member club, St Louis Sports Car Council
www.stlscc.org

Membership Information
We certainly hope that you will want to join the ranks of other proud Triumph owners, or for members,
use this page to renew your membership of the St. Louis Triumph Owners Association (SLTOA). An annual membership fee of $20.00, due each January, covers your membership dues the calendar year.
As a member, you will received the SLTOA monthly news letter Exhaust Notes, which includes:


Articles about SLTOA drives and events, both planned and past



Schedules for regional and national Triumph and British car events



Technical tips and tech sessions



Feature articles on Triumph vehicle, personalities and competition history



For sale / want ads, free to members of SLTOA

You and yours will be able to participate with other SLTOA members in:


SLTOA touring drives



Monthly SLTOA club meetings, held every third Tuesday evening at selected, area restaurants



Local, regional, and national British car shows and conventions



The SLTOA Annual Picnic Meeting



The annual SLTOA Holiday party at a club subsidized rate



The club-sponsored web site, with event and activity details and access to the club’s private email list for
quick communications with other SLTOA members

You will receive the SLTOA Membership Directory, updated annually and made available following the

close of the annual membership drive. Also, members are included in a blanket auto insurance
policy covering certain club sponsored activities.
Members using Facebook also have access to the SLTOA Facebook site.

Join or Renew your SLTOA Membership today!
Payment for dues may be made by mail, at meetings, or by using the Paypal option on the club web
page. Dues including email delivery of Exhaust Notes every month are $20 annually. Payment by PayPal will include a processing fee.
Be advised, we can no longer offer to mail newsletters to new members via the US Postal Service. Current members who have been receiving the newsletter via U. S. Mail will grandfathered and will continue
to receive the newsletter via mail, however the membership rate will increase to $35.00 annually.
Send payment to:

SLTOA .
100 Hilltop Court
Washington,
Missouri 63090
Attn: Membership

For the directory, upon joining/renewing, please provide your address, contact information including email and number and year/model of your Triumph, or Triumphs (feel free to list any other special interest/collectable vehicles you
may have in your possession).
If you have any questions about membership, please contact SLTOA treasurer Maria Moore at deloera56@sbcglbola.net. We’ll see you out there!
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Next Meeting
Is tentatively scheduled for

Tuesday, 19 May
Location TBA

Obviously, this is subject to change
Watch for more information from the
webmaster and via the

SLTOA web page

And Finally...
Welcome to the new
normal….
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