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See page 3 
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Calendar 

15 Sept 20—SLTOA monthly meet-
ing, via Zoom, watch for log-in instruc-
tions via email alert.  

19 Sept 20—SLTOA No-Show 
Drive/picnic/meeting, see pg 3.   

19 Sept 20—All 39
th 

Annual All Brit-
ish Car & Cycle Show, hosted by the 

MG Club of St Louis, CANCELLED. 

8-11 Oct 20—TWS Gathering ‘20, Dover, VT.  Celebrat-
ing the 30th anniversary of The Wedge Shop, with rides, 
drives, dinners, drinks and a competitive driving event.  
Host hotel is the Kitzhof Inn B&B, https://kitzhof.com or 
call (802)464-8310.  For more information, call up the 

Facebook page at www.facebook.com/
events/2819060174804984.  

24 Oct 20—Annual SLTOA Fall Colours Drive.  
Should start in Alton, see pg 3.   

8 Nov 20—SLTOA Veterans Run VIII.  Meet in Colum-
bia for a short ceremony honoring our veterans, followed 
by a drive to Chester and lunch.  All donations will go to a 
veterans’ support organization.  See pg 3.  

4 Dec 20—Annual SLTOA Christmas/Holiday Party, 

CANCELLED.  

14-18 Jun 21—TRA National Meet, hosted by the Miami 
Valley Triumphs, at the Clarion North Conference Center, 
Lexington, Kentucky.  Miami Valley Triumphs web page 
at www.miamivalleytriumphs.org/tra-2021/.  

14-18 Sept 21—VTR National, in Edmond, Oklahoma.   

14-16 Oct 21—Triumphest, in Flagstaff, Arizona.   

27 Sept 20—MG Club of St Louis Annual Sporting Clay 
Shoot, 9 AM at Blackhawk Valley Hunt Club, Old Mon-
roe, Missouri.  Open to all, contact John Mangles at 
mgdoc@sbcglobal.net or (314)426-1600 or (314)852-
1706 by 20 September if you plan to participate .  

27 Sept 20—BSCC Autocross No. 7, Family Arena, St 
Charles.  Show around 9-9:30, $40 for six runs.  For more 
information or to get on the email list, contact Racer Steve 
at sshab@yahoo.com.  

27 Sept 20—Haulin’ at Chesterfield, autocross spon-
sored by the Misfit Toys Car Club, 8 AM at Chesterfield 
Mall/  Pre-registration is $55 via https://paypal.me/
misfittoyscarclub, drivers must be present for meeting at 
9:30 AM, bring proof of insurance for your vehicle.  Pro-
ceeds benefit families in the autism spectrum, see https://
www.facebook.com/events/61040633040160/.  

27 Sept 20—34
th 

Annual Oktoberfest Car Show, host-
ed by the First Capital Classics Car Club, at Boone’s Lick 
Rd and S Main St in St Charles.  Stock vehicles only 
through 1995 model year, for info call up https://
firstcapitalclassics.wixsite.com/autoclub/.  

2 Oct 20—Memories Car Club Cruise, aka “The Zoo,” at 
Faith Church, Gravois west of I-270.  Should be the last 
one of the season, 4-9 PM, attendance prizes, 50/50 
drawing . For info call (417)770-0103.  

3 Oct 20—MG Club of St Louis Rally, planning under-
way, monitor www.stlouismgclub.com.  

4 Oct 20—St Louis Region SCCA Solo II/Autocross No. 
7, Family Arena, St Charles.  Info at https://
solo.stlscca.org/.  

9-11 Oct 20—Lake Garnett Grand Prix Revival, Gar-
nett, KS.  Racing on the historic road course around the 
lake, plus an autocross at Garnett Airport and car show 
on Garnett Town Square.  Featured marque/model this 
year is the Datsun/Nissan Z.  For more info, call up http://
lggpr.org/.  

10 Oct 20—St Louis Region SCCA Solo II/Autocross No. 
8, Family Arena, St Charles.  Info at https://
solo.stlscca.org/.  

11 Oct 20—33
rd

 Annual St Louis European Auto 
Show, CANCELLED  

11 Oct 20—BSCC Autocross No. 8, Family Arena, St 
Charles.  Show around 9-9:30, $40 for six runs.  For more 
information or to get on the email list, contact Racer Steve 
at sshab@yahoo.com.  

17 Oct 20—Annual Jaguar Association of Greater St 
Louis Concours d’Elegance.  At the home of John 
and Emily Testrake, 2041 Desloge Estates Dr, Villa 
Ridge.  Show beings at 1 PM, ends at 4:30 PM with ca-
tered meal and awards to follow.  For more information, 
monitor www.jagstl.com and the online Growl.  

31 Oct 20—Caffeine & Chrome, 9 AM-12 noon at Gate-
way Classic Cars, 1237 Central Park Dr, O’Fallon, IL.   

1 Nov 20—BSCC Autocross No. 9, Family Arena, St 
Charles.  Show around 9-9:30, $40 for six runs.  For more 
information or to get on the email list, contact Racer Steve 
at sshab@yahoo.com.    

12 Sept 20—Missouri Endurance Rally/”The Trium-
phant Tour,” sponsored by the MG Club of St Louis.  
Meet at the Starbuck’s, 922 S Meramec Station Rd, Val-
ley Park at 7 AM; drivers’ meeting at 7:15, mileage check 
at 7:30 and first car departs at 8 AM.  See the flyer at the 
back of this issue.  

12 Sept 20—19
th

 Annual Brits in the Ozarks All Brit-
ish Car & Cycle Show, CANCELLED.   

12 Sept 20—70
th

 Secretary of State Vehicle Show & 
Swap Meet, downtown Springfield, CANCELLED 

18 Sept 20—Annual Pre-ABCCS BBQ, CANCELLED 

19-20 Sept 20—St Louis Region SCCA Gateway 1.6 Part 
Deux, sprints/time trials/bracket endure, qualifier for the 
SCCA National Runoffs.  At World Wide Technology 
Raceway in Madison, for more info monitor https://
www.stlscca.org.  

20 Sept 20—St Louis Region SCCA Autocross No. 6, 
Family Arena, St Charles.  Info at https://solo.stlscca.org/.  

25 Sept 20—Last Friday Night at the Sonic for the sea-
son, Big Bend & Kirkwood, 5-9 PM.  Presented by the 
‘Stang Gang, DJ choice award, 50/50 raffle, no alcohol or 
burnouts.  
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St Louis MG Club 

2020 Missouri Endurance Rallye 

Saturday, Sept 12 

 

 

The Triumphant Tour 
A medium distance rallye of 8-16 hours 

Saturday, September 12.  Arrive at 7 AM, drivers’ meeting at 7:15 AM, mileage check at 7:30 AM and first car out at 8 
AM 

Meeting location is at Starbucks/Valley Park , 922 Meramec Station Road (I-44 and MO 141), Valley Park 

A driving rallye where we tell you the locations, you have to go to all of them and return with the lowest mileage of the 
group and within the time frame given by the Rallye Master 

This event is open to all British cars manufactured during or before 1981.  Therefore, you can only use navigational 
aids available from that period.  We recommend maps and/or gazeteers for several states, as you can never be cer-
tain where the Rallye Master will send you.  A two-person team is strongly encourage; you’ll need a navigator.   

No smart phones, tables, GPS units or other electronic naiads are allowed.  

Cost: $10 per car, paid via credit card on the St Louis MG Club website: https://www.stlouismgclub.com/payments,  
or by sending a check payable to the MG Club of St Louis, c/o Steve Cross, Treasurer, 16217 Cancun Circle Dr, 
Wildwood, MO  63040.   

For more information, email Rallye Master2, aka Pete Westbay, at stingfive@att.net 

But wait, there’s more... 

Get Out and Drive!   

19 
Sept 

24 
Oct 

08 
Nov 

SLTOA No Show Drive 
Meet at Fast Lane  Classic Cars, MO 370 & MO 94 

Driver’s meeting at 11:30, noon departure, figure on a 25 miles scenic 
drive, winding up at the Heidmann Shelter at Creve Coeur Lake Park for 

lunch.  Bring your own food and drinks, open to all types/models.  

Fall Colours Drive  
One of our favorite annual events, organized by Ed Kaizer 

Figure on a start at the McDonald’s in Alton off the end of the Clark Bridge, fol-
lowed by a run around Madison and Jersey Counties.  Watch the Notes and 

SLTOA web page for additional details.   

Vets RUN VIII 

Start at the McDonalds in Columbia, IL, flats and bluffs drive south to 
Chester and Popeye’s statue, followed by a run across the river to the  

Perryville National Veterans Memorial 

100% of donations will go to a veteran’s service organization   
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SLP 

By John Willerton 

   We gave it a good try, didn’t we?  
I’m talking about our August meeting; 
we tried to have an in-person meeting 
at Faust Park, but that darned COVID
-19 got in the way again.  

   Lesson learned. Until there is a 
more permanent solution to protecting 
ourselves from this virus, we must 
continue to be vigilant and protect 
ourselves and each other by main-
taining greater social distancing.  

   What better way to keep a healthy 
social distance than being in our 
cars?   I am personally pleased and 
excited that we have drives in the 
works through December.  Creig has 
a drive set up for September 19, Ed is 
planning our Fall Color Run for Octo-
ber, Mark is working on the Veterans 
Day Run for November, and a Toys-
for-Tots Run is in the works for De-
cember. That is what I call resource-
fulness and determination.   

   I am thinking it would be great to 
invite as many sports car enthusiasts 
as possible to all of these events. We 
could include marquees other than 
Triumph to be as inclusive as possi-
ble. The Veterans Day and Toys-for-
Tots runs would especially benefit 
from a greater number of participants.  
Even though we are not going to have 
an in-person Christmas Party, the 
spirit of giving and caring is vitally 
important.  

   The virus has changed our lives in 
so many ways, but it has not damp-
ened our spirits. We will press on with 
our monthly meetings via Zoom, drive 
our cars until the wheels fall off, and 
continue to support each with not only 
technical advice, but also friendship.  

   - John 

eMeeting—Tuesday, 18 Aug 20 

       SLTOA Zoom No. 3 commenced at 7:03 with 14 members online, darn good turn-
out for an online gathering.  President John Willerton started off by apologizing for 

changing the venue to Zoom “late in the game,” adding meetings in person were much 
more enjoyable.  He said we’d play it by ear on a monthly basis, everyone watch for 

periodic emails/alerts from Webmaster Michael in the meantime.  

Minutes – The members voted to accept the July meeting minutes, as published in 
Exhaust Notes 

Treasurer’s Report – Treasurer Maria Moore stated the events account stood at 
$720.63.  The operating account gained $20 – she wasn’t sure if it was a new member 
or renewal – for a balance of $2709.87.  Total in the bank, both accounts, $3430.50 

  Dave Massey discussed the audit of the account he’d recently conducted with 
Maria.  It was not a full audit but focused on a look for anomalies, mistakes or other 
financial irregularities.  He did not identify any problems or mistakes.  

  Prez John thanked Dave and Maria for conducting the audit 

Membership – Steve Moore announced we’d gained another new member with a 
TR3 (Ed note: All of a sudden, TR3s are taking over the club…).   

  In response to a question from Prez John, Steve said word continued to get out 
about the club primarily through word of mouth and most likely through our Face-
Book page.   

  Creig Houghtaling asked for suggestions on what we could do to increase mem-
bership.   Other clubs use business cards; Creig said he saw a TR6 in Ellisville, a 
biz card would’ve proved handy.  One of the members said he had templates, 
would print a bunch and bring them to a future meeting.  Creig noted we could also 
get them professionally printed 

  John mentioned former president Andy Stark’s emphasis on getting the word out 
and bringing in younger members, get them to participate in events.  The club will 
continue this effort 

  Maria recommended a committee form to design the cards.  Creig, Dave Pollard, 
Prez John and the secretary/editor volunteered 

Events – Creig advised no major club events were scheduled at this time, but he and 
the editor were working up a drive for Saturday 19 September, in lieu of the cancelled 
ABCCS.  Figure on a drive and highly informal post-event lunch at some outdoor loca-
tion/park 

  Lee Fox (who was busy grilling chicken during the meeting) reminded everyone 
of the MG club’s annual endurance rally, Saturday 12 September.  This year’s 
event will start at Creve Coeur Lake Park 

  Ed Kaizer’s moving ahead with plans for the annual Fall Colours Drive, sched-
uled for 24 October.  He commented the Grafton Winery had a small lake with pa-
vilion, gazebo and DRINKS.  Prez John added the post-drive gathering would con-
stitute October’s meeting 

Concerning the annual Christmas Party, tentatively scheduled at the Missouri Athletic 
Club-West location, Friday, 4 December:  

  Creig advised that the current COVID-19 situation will probably still be in effect; 
in his opinion, an indoor event is not a good idea 

  Dave Massey said while the MAC was still offering meals, a buffet most likely 
wasn’t possible 

  Stephen Paur – having recently returned from a run through the Carolinas with 
Ronnie – noted restaurants are open but the diners are all spread out for social 
distancing reasons.  “Just not the ambience we’re used to”  

  Lee Fox (still grilling) said he agreed with Steven and Dave, any gathering just 
wouldn’t be fun 

  SLP asked if anyone thought the MAC would provide HAZMAT suits… 

(Continued on page 12) 

President’s Musings 
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They’re all Works In Progress... 

Ongoing club projects, as mentioned during the last 
meeting:  

John Willerton: “I’ve been so close to getting my car run-
ning.”  In sequence, he started the car, a terrible rattling ema-
nated from the engine.  Creig looked at it as did the guy who 
rebuilt the engine, the latter stated it wasn’t the trans.  John 
started tearing the car apart, problem was not with the trans-
mission…and now the clutch doesn’t work right and he has a 
brake fluid leak 

Dave Massey: Now has a working electronic distributor 
in the TR8, using a Ford module and Rover components.  
“I’ve only been working on this for the last 18-19 months.”  
Next project is to get a MegaSquirt for the advance.  The 
TR3’s running fine, he drives the TR6 regularly.  

Dave Pollard: The TR3’s still apart, have all of the parts, just 
need to make time to put it back together.  The car needs a 
new wiring harness; for example, the previous owner used 
residential twist-ties for repair purposes (!).  Steve Moore’s 
been helping with the project, Prez John said he had harness 
installation experience and can help 

Michael Bakalor: “My 2-week paint job is now into its 13th 
week, it should be done this week.”  Michael added he’d 
bought a TR7 FHC in Los Angeles, was helped by a local 

Triumph owner who checked the car out, drove and photo-
graphed the car (NOTE: the car arrived in St Louis late August)  

Carl Feickert:  “Just doing the regular maintenance”  

Ed Kaizer: Still spending most of his time working on his 
Honda Shadow 500, learning how to tune it 

Maria Moore: “I help with the financing of Steve’s cars”  

Stephen Paur: Doing the annual maintenance on his TR6 

Creig Houghtaling mentioned he was working with Don 
Wantahalo to get his TR2 running again, with emphasis on get-
ting the overdrive fixed.  There’s a mechanical issue with the 
switch, plus it seems the overdrive clutch is stuck.  If it’s stuck, 
it’ll freeze the transmission.  

….Dave Massey mentioned Mark Marshall had the same prob-
lem with his TR6 

…Creig added John DeLuca’s TR2 rebuild is coming along, the 
doors are now fitted to the car 

David Yannayon: Working on transmissions; he picked up a 
TR series 3 four-speed from the barn, took it apart.  It was stuck 
in 4th gear and the 3rd gear bushing was fused to shaft, still man-
aged to remove it.  “It looks like the transmission was rebuilt, 
they did a good job save for the bushings…it’s been an interest-
ing experience, getting educated on Triumph transmissions”  

Steve Moore: “I’m still working on getting the financials; I now 
know what the term ‘blood from a turnip‘ means.”  Slow progress 
on the TR6, waiting for the parts to show.  “The block, head and 
crankshaft are in the shop, hopefully I’ll get the bottom end put 
together within a week or so.”  

Chris Kresser: Driving the green TR3 (“I’d forgotten how fun 
they are to drive”), still debugging the ’55 TR3.  

Yr Faithful Ed: Also relying heavily on Creig ’s assistance, 
particularly his mastery of electrical systems.  Found a fried wire 
in the TR8’s charging circuit, replaced same and am now in the 
process of replacing the alternator.  Any luck and the car will be 
back on the road for some drives and the last 2-3 Boeing auto-
crosses.  

Sean Walkup’s other Spitfire...it is visible on the cover.  

“Some assembly required…”  
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With Special Mention to: 

Backwards Glance: the Triumph Italia/Italia 2000 GT 

    What “Wacky” Arnott and Bertone did for Bristol and 
MG, and what Zagato would do for Aston Martin, Italian 
entrepreneur Salvatore Ruffino figured he could do for 
the Triumph TR3; modernize and Italianize. 

    - L Tyrone Stoner 

  Perfectly penned, it featured lines so delicate they 
made spun sugar look rigid, the coupe body was per-
fectly proportioned, the balance of scale between 
wheels, doors, overhangs and windows was exquisite. It 
was, and still is, an utterly beguiling machine, but one 
that many have never heard of.  

    - Chris Pollitt 

   The car these two individuals were talking about was the leg-
endary Triumph Italia, a TR3-based vehicle which mixed British 
automotive engineering and Italian design.  Regrettably, while 
the cars drew a lot of attention following their 1958 debut at the 
Turin Auto Show, they never sold in large numbers, a combina-
tion of their expense and problems between the Italia’s founder 
and Leyland.  Still, they remain one of the most unique and 
desirable “alternative Triumphs” and always draw a lot of inter-
est when they appear in British car shows.   

   In 1957, Naples, Italy, businessman Dr Salvatore Ruffino 
signed a contract with Standard-Triumph for the sales of the 
company’s cars in Italy.  He imported the vehicles through his 
business, CESAC, and apparently did quite well.  But, from the 
start, Dr Ruffino had a bigger project in mind: upgrading Tri-
umph’s popular TR3 into something more of a GT, with modern 
lines and more comfortable accommodations for driver and 
passenger.  

   Ruffino initially solicited design ideas Zagato from but wasn’t 
particularly impressed with the concepts he received.  He then 

turned to Giovanni 
Michelotti, who’d 
already made a 
name for himself 
through projects 
with Ferrari and 
Maserati.  Mi-
chelotti delivered a 
sharp design 
which, no surprise, 
incorporated ele-
ments of some of 

his previous work, including the Maserati 3500.  In turn, Mi-
chelotti recommended Vignale as the fabricator of the car, if it 
went to production.   

   Ruffino subsequently had three prototypes built (some 
sources indicate two), the first incorporating a sloping nose 
with under-bumper air intake and faired-in headlights (known 
appropriately as the “slope-nose prototype”).  The second pro-
totype more closely resembled the production car, with wide 
grill and headlights perched at the upper corners.  During test-
ing, driver Carlo Quagletta identified several problems, includ-
ing questionable stability at speed.  That was solved by the 
installation of a front sway bar, stiffer shock absorbers and 
better rear springs.   

   Triumph management liked what they saw with the project 
and, while not officially blessing the design, agreed to provide 
the necessary chassis, engines and running gear.  The first 13 
chassis went to Vignale for addition of the body on a produc-
tion line (Vignale produced the Lancia Appia convertible on an 
adjacent line) and then went to C.E.S.A.C. for finishing and 
road testing.  

   These first cars were essentially 
hand-built; variations existed between 
each vehicle.  According to British 
Car,  

   When Vignale built a car body, 
he never used wooden bucks to 
test-fit panels.  Each of his cars is 
different and not even symmet-
rical from side to side.  This also 
applies to the Italia.  Vignale felt 
that this made each car a work of 
art and no two are exactly alike.  

    This made things a little difficult for purchasers in the United 
States; American buyers had to sign a contract stating they 
realized replacement body panels and trim pieces would not 
be available.  Things were a bit better for European owners, 
who if it came to it could drive (or ship) their cars to Naples for 
repairs.  

    Underneath the body, the Italias were yer basic TR3A, with 
1991cc four-banger under the hood.  Trim and component 
parts came from a wide range of other makes, including Nash, 
Ferrari, Lancia, Maserati and Alfa Romeo.  The buyer could 
select from a number of colors, including four metallic.  Op-
tions included leather seats, Borrani wire wheels, a Nardi 
steering wheel, and overdrive.  

   Ruffino commenced full-scale production of the Italia 2000 in 
July 1959.  He proposed to build 1000 of them, with the idea 
that every Triumph dealer (720 at the time) would buy an ex-
ample.  However, the fully optioned examples cost close to 

Photo: Car & Classic 

The first Italia prototype (photo via Unique Cars & Parts)  

Maserati 3500 (photo: 1Cars.org)  
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$5000 in the States, putting the cars in Chevrolet Corvette and 
– after 1961 – Jaguar E-Type territory.  As a result, sales were 
limited.  

   Adding to the festivities, after its 1961 acquisition of the per-
ennially financially challenged Standard-Triumph, Leyland 
Motors killed the arrangement, including dealer support for the 
Italia.  Reportedly, the debut of the TR4 played a part in Ley-
land management’s decision; it didn’t make sense to assist 
another manufacturer offer competition for the newest Triumph 
sports car.  

    In the end, Ruffi-
no only turned out 
somewhere around 
330 car, with around 
40 to 50 shipped to 
the states; the last 
29 cars were com-
pleted on TR3B 
chassis and running 
gear.  According to 
the late Mike Cook, 
when Ruffino quit 
operating as Tri-
umph’s distributor 
in Italy, Leyland 
bought the remain-
ing Italias and 
shipped them to 
Baltimore for sale.   

   For his part, Ruffi-
no sued Leyland for 
ending what was 
essentially a hand-
shake deal while 
shifting to the sales 
and distribution of 
Mercedes-Benz 
vehicles.  He quit 
the auto industry in 
1969, moved to 
Rome and success-
fully engaged in a 
number of business 
activities until his 
passing on 19 Feb-
ruary 1994.  

   The current esti-
mate is about 100 Italias survive, with maybe 60 still on the 
road.  In April 2009, during the annual “The Gathering” in Dob-
son, North Carolina, hosted by the Triumph Club of the Caroli-
nas, six Italias went on display.  The cars also show up regu-

larly at major concours d’elegance, such as Pinehurst, Pebble 
Beach and Amelia Island.  Earlier this year, Silverstone Auc-
tion sold a 1960 model for £125,000 ($166,187).  According to 
Silverstone, “These stunning Coupés offered the best of lusty 
British reliability and performance wrapped in the most stylish 
of early sixties design with styling clues that carried over into 
Maserati and Ferrari designs.”    

   Obviously, 
if you want 
one, be pre-
pared to drop 
some serious 
cash, alt-
hough you 
might get 
lucky like 
Tyrone Ston-
er and find 
one in a junk-
yard; he 
managed to 
get a hold of No. 326, one of the TR3B-based cars. A ’61 Italia 
showed up in Barn Finds in late 2012 at a somewhat lower 
price ($35,000) but it did require some work… 

   If interested, there is a Facebook page for Italia enthusiasts 
at https://www.facebook.com/triumphitalia2000.  And, if you 
come up with the money, you can rest assured you and your 
car will be quite the topic of discussion when you show up at a 
Triumph gathering or LBC event.   

 

Sources: “Italia 200 GT (1959-1963),” The Vintage Triumph 
Register, n.d.; Jamie Palmer, “Commission Numbers,” Vintage 
Triumph Register, n.d.; Adrian Sinnott, “Italia 2000,” n.d.; “Lot 
No. 583 – 1960 Triumph Italia 2000 GT,” Silverstone Auctions, 
2020; Mark J. McCourt, “1960 Triumph Italia 2000,” Hemmings 
Motor News, July 2008; “19060 Triumph Italia 2000,” Concept-
Carz, n.d.; “Triumph Italia Featured at The Gathering 2009,” 
Sports Car Digest, 22 May 2009; L. Tyrone Stoner, “Triumph 
Italia/Italia 2000 GT,” VeloceToday, n.d.; Leigh Gill, “1960 Tri-
umph Italia 2000 GT at Pinehurst,” Just British, 2 May 2016; 
“Life in a Triumph Italia is a Journey, Not a Destination,” Pe-
trolicious, n.d.; Chris Pollitt, “Triumph Italia-Automotive Art,” 
Car & Classic, 16 October 2019; Joe Breeze, “Editor’s Choice: 
1961 Triumph Italia,” Classic Driver, 11 October 2012; “Italian 
Soul: The Story of the Triumph Italia,” British Car, June 1995; 
Jesse Mortensen, “1961 Triumph Italia 2000GT Project,” Barn 
Finds, 21 December 2012.  

Above photo by Marc Vorgers.  Below, Clas-
sic Car Garage.  

Six—count ‘em, six—Italias, at “The Gathering” (photo by Kevin 
Andrews/Sports Car Digest)  

Photo: Tyrone Stoner 
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Admit It, You Want This Car 

Become a VTR Member 
The Vintage Triumph Register has its benefits.  A national 

club of Triumph enthusiasts  spanning the globe needs you 

as a member. Affiliate club membership is not automatic 

membership with VTR.   

Some of the benefits: The Vintage Triumph Magazine, our 

award-winning, bi-monthly color publication.   

2020 VTR National Convention in Galena, Illinois.    

Access to a large number of local clubs.  

Website with reference material and members-only  

sections 

  Record Trace Certificates TR2/TR3/TR3A/TR3B 

Factory trace documents on other Triumph models no  

longer available 

Clothing, regalia, exclusive items 

Specific vehicle consultants and experts 

Sign up at https://vintagetriumphregister.org 

  Submitted for your consideration, courtesy of Barn Finds (https://barnfinds.com), mid-August: a 1953 Triumph Renown TDC.  
That was a new one and truth be known, we had to look it up.  

    Triumph produced the Renown—its largest model—from 1949 to 1954 and was based on the Standard Vanguard  The cars 
came with either a 1.7L or 2L overhead valve straight four, with 3-speed manual transmission.  The limousine version, stretched 
three inches in wheelbase, debuted in 1951.  Triumph built only 2800 of them before suspending production in 1954.  They are 
exceedingly rare; reportedly only 150 survive.  

   This one was up for sale in Glen Burnie, with only 39,000 miles on the odometer and an asking price of $60,000.  Here ’s the 
write-up:  

   Currently being prepped for sale after lengthy storage.  An unrestored survivor with all original features and equipment. 
Right hand drive, 3 speed manual column shift with the rare Laycock overdrive unit.  The original engine was freshened up 
to include a new clutch assembly. Interior, electricals, brakes, exhaust, and fuel system will need to be addressed.  Period 
tires, Original full-size hub caps along with tools and Kelly Maintenance Manual all included.  Very solid steel body with 
OEM aluminum doors. Beautiful stainless outside. Glass is good except  for the right rear flat door glass which is missing. 
The title is a 1964 signed and notarized clear Maryland open document. Located in Maryland near BWI Airport. Will be 
available for viewing at the end of Aug 2020 by appointment only and please don’t be rude or abusive when contacting me. 
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Slow Roller Racing Team  

Results 

16 August 2020 

6 September 2020 

 
 Family Arena, St Charles  

BSCC Autocross Series 

Summary—Ah, it would appear the Slow Roller Racing Team has fallen on hard 
times, with two of three regulars missing multiple events due to maladies with their 
cars.  With three events left in the season, Creig has an insurmountable lead for the 
annual championship BUT there are three autocrosses left; any luck and one or both 
of his teammates will make it back to the asphalt.  

    In and around the occasional flails in getting old British cars out for some competi-
tion, it has been an absolute hoot seeing Creig rort around  in his F-Production Spit.  
As always, a number of entertaining vehicles make the events and as always, ride-
alongs and spectators/supporters are welcome.   If you want to do a ride-along, bring 
a helmet and a face mask.   

16 Aug 

Driver       Car        Class            Overall               Indexed  
                   Finish   Time
  
Houghtaling 71 Spitfire F Production  51st  53.834 

Morgan  80 TR8  H Stock          DNS-E(GGF)   —— 

 • DNS-E(GGF) = Did not start-electrical (gee, go figure…) 

 

6 Sept   

Driver       Car         Class             Overall  Indexed 
                    Finish    Time
  
Houghtaling 71 Spitfire       F Prod   42nd   50.094 

Morgan   80 TR8        HS           DNS-(G, NW)   —— 

 • DNS-(G, NW) = Did not start (Great, now what?)  

SRRT Standings 

Total events:  6 

Houghtaling         59 

Morgan           18 

Moore          10  

 

Next event: 27 Sept 20  

“Honey, it followed  me home, Can I Keep It?”  

   Member Dave Massey is pleased to announced a new 
arrival: a TR8, along with a trailer’s worth of loose parts.  
Here’s his summary:  

    

    This is an Arizona car purchased from Peter Nussbickel 
in Tucumcari, NM.  Originally an FI car, it was "de-
drivetrained" and given an OK paint job.  The engine re-
ceived some headwork, is fitted with a four-barrel mani-
fold, new, custom made aluminum pulleys on the PS 
pump, water pump and alternator.  The transmission is 
rebuilt and has the late model higher fifth gear.  I got a 
bunch of loose parts including a complete fuel injection 
system which I intend to install.  I have, left over from my 
former car, most of the parts still missing. I hope to have it 
on the road by the end of the year. 
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Negative Camber  

   I have to assume there are very few of us who haven’t decid-
ed they’ve had enough of 2020 and are looking forward to 
2021.  Adding to the current festivities, oldest daughter and her 
family, who live on the Oregon coast, just evacuated their 
home in advance of an oncoming wildland fire.  She’s fine, 
they’re fine, their house survived, but she summed up this year 
perfectly when I last talked with her: “What a year.  First the 
pandemic, now this.  What’s next?”   

   Here in the local sports/special interest car community, I sus-
pect we’re done with attempts to organize and schedule major 
car events and gatherings, indoors or outdoors.  Our meetings 
are now primarily on Zoom as are the meetings of other clubs, 
the MG Club made the decision to cancel the All British Car & 
Cycle Show (side note: does anyone have any record of a pre-
vious ABCCS cancellation due to external issues or circum-
stances?) and the annual European Auto Show has gone by 
the boards after one attempt at rescheduling.  Bless their 
hearts, Ben and the gang at Cars & Coffee made a valiant 
attempt to get at least the Westport gathering going again this 
last spring, but they also had to pull the plug.  Last meeting, 
our members voted to cancel the annual Christmas/holiday 
party; obviously, indoor group gatherings of just about any 
form are not feasible right now.  Nor are the large, crowd-
gathering outside meets.  

    So, what’s left?  As stated some time ago by one of our 
members, we still have “social distancing at 60 mph,” ie, driv-
ing events, usually followed with a picnic lunch at some loca-
tion where we can spread out a bit in the great outdoors.  As 
noted on pages 2 and 3 and in President John’s column, we 
have a number of drives lined up between now and the end of 
the year. In fact, in response to the circumstances, we’re dou-
bling our number of fall excursions.   

   The fall sked starts with the 19 September drive through por-
tions of St Charles and St Louis counties, organized by Creig 
Houghtaling.  Thanks to Ed Kaizer, towards the end of October 
we’ll follow with another round of our annual fall colours drive.  
While Ed’s still working out the starting point, route and details 
who knows, we might even get to stage a return to TR6 Deto-
nation Memorial Site in Pere Marquette State Park.   

   Second Sunday of November, the eighth round of our 
(usually) annual Veterans Day drive will take place.  As al-
ways, 100% of financial donations will go to a vet’s support 
organization.  Finally (we think), in lieu of making donations at 
the annual Christmas gathering, we might just work in a Toys 
for Tots drive, or some sort of organized delivery to Bonnie 
David.  I’d love to get a photo of her making the donation to a 
couple of Marines… 

   Otherwise, there are indications out there that things are 
returning to normal in other areas.  For example, I live off Man-
chester between I-270 and MO 141.  Back when I was dating 
Kelli, she warned me about traffic on Manchester which, as I 
advise people, serves as the primary east-west corridor be-
tween I-44 and I-64.  Well, I’m here to tell you that the AM and 

PM rush hours and weekend traffic seem like old times.  I’ve 
also noticed traffic flow on the freeways in the region have 
also started looking normal again.  Even during my oh-dark-
thirty commute to work every morning, I’m seeing more and 
more cars.  

   Interestingly enough, I’m 
also seeing the return of lo-
cal drivers who feel obliged 
to do the Blue Angels/
Thunderbirds/Red Arrows/
Snowbirds/Frecci Tricolori/
Patroule de France style of 
high-speed, high-closure 
rate, razor’s edge runs down 
the freeway, swinging across 
multiple lanes (usually sans 
turn signals…gee, go figure) 
while passing anyone and  

             everyone.   

   Sometimes, annoyance at these characters gets replaced 
by hilarity.  Case in point: a couple of weekends ago I was en 
route to Sean Walkup’s house on I-64 to pick up a couple of 
TR8 parts.  As per usual, traffic in the 65 mph zone near IL 
157 was running at about 70-75…and sure ‘nuff, in my rear-
view mirror I spied a clapped-out mid-80s Honda Accord se-
dan of many colors coming up like the proverbial bat out of 
hell, cutting through traffic.  All of a sudden, BIG cloud of 
smoke from under the hood (blown engine?  Failed radiator?  
No idea) and the car immediately goes skittering over to the 
shoulder.  Once stopped, all four doors flung open in unison 
and the four occupants vacated at a high rate of speed for an 
adjoining field.  Pretty impressive…just wish I’d been behind 
these characters with my camera at the ready when their in-
troduction to karma arrived.  

   Final note for this month: I received my introduction to sports 
car racing back during the summer of 1969 or thereabouts 
when my dad grabbed me and brother Rick for a day at Don-
nybrooke Raceway (now Brainerd International Raceway) in 
northern Minnesota.  We had an absolute ball watching the 
various SCCA formula, sports and racing cars run around the 
track; the standouts included Ike Knupp in a B Production 
AMC battling a bunch of Corvettes and a number of Cobras 
and local hero Jerry Hansen, dominating the A Sports Racing 
field in a McLaren M6B or similar (hey, memory fails after 50+ 
years!).  Thanks to dad, I even got my first-even photo with a 
no kidding racing car (the picture at the top of the page).   

   Over the intervening years I’ve managed to make a number 
of sports car events, as well as the occasional vintage race, 
such as the ’17 Kastner Cup at Blackhawk Farms up north of 
here.  Still a major hoot…and, over Columbus Day weekend, 
I’ll get to do it again by attending the Lake Garnett Grand Prix 

(Continued on page 12) 

by the Editor 

Jerry Hansen in his M6B (photo by Larry Fulhorst)  
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SLTOA’s on Facebook! 
Www.facebook.com/home.php?
sk=group_134416339926824&ap=1 

Fun With Spitfires 

Speaking of bringing a car home... 

What he sees:      What she        
   sees: 
 

(Dave Massey)  

   And now for something completely different, courtesy of 
LinkedIn (yes, LinkedIn): the conversion of a Triumph Spitfire 
into a replica Jaguar D-Type.   

   Graham 
Maggs of Droit-
wich, Worces-
tershire, Eng-
land (south-
southeast of 
Birmingham), 
was the owner/
proprietor of 
Sebring Clas-
sics; according 
to his web 
page he 
stopped oper-
ating the busi-
ness four years 

ago in favor of work in a different field.  BUT, if you call up his 
web page at https://www.sebring-classics.co.uk you’ll still see 
all sorts of entertaining efforts, including a Sebring Sprite, 
Sebring-style MGA 1500, a Lotus Elan Mk2 2+2 and this sin-
gularly unique Spitfire conversion.  

   He started the project in May 2018 with the purchase of a 
1968 Spit.  Graham did the full disassembly and repair or 
replacement of components as necessary.  Following initial  
repairs, the chassis received a powder coating, he installed 
an aluminum radiator and fitted twin SUs to the engine. He 
found the 15-in steel, knock-off wheels on eBay, similar in 
design to the Dunlop wheels used on the D-Types, and 
mounted 185/65 R15 tires.   Repairs and rather substantial 
modifications to the Spitfire body followed, along with the 
requisite work on the various fittings, instruments, etc.  As of 
late spring, he had the D-Type body (fabricated by Old No. 7 
Body Kits) painted in BRG (natch!) and fitted to the Spitfire. 

   Then, a break.  He posted a couple of months ago, “Hi all, I 
was hoping to have completed my build this year of my 1968 
Triumph Spitfire based D Type Jaguar, I'm really struggling to 
find any enthusiasm at the moment. Maybe a completion date 
for next year is best.” 

   We’ll continue to monitor Graham’s progress with the car 
and when the time comes, will post photos of the completed 

vehicle.  Shoot, we may have just acquired an English corre-
spondent, to go with our Scottish and Peruvian contributors!   
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St Louis Triumph Owners Association 
 

 

 
 
 

Proud member club, St Louis Sports Car Council  

www.stlscc.org 

…The secretary/editor recommended dropping the 
Christmas party and hold a Festivus party after the first of 
the year 

   Prez John called the vote and the members in attend-
ance voted unanimously to cancel the party.  

Concerning the 8th round of the annual Veteran’s Run, 
scheduled for Sunday 8 November, after discussion the mem-
bers agreed to drop the organized post-drive meal.  The event 
will “formally” conclude with a visit to the replica Vietnam Vet-
erans Memorial near Perryville 

   Event organizer Yr Fthfl Ed said he’d make sure all 
participants were aware of the locations of delis/
restaurants in Perryville, in case anyone wanted to stop 
for a meal 

   Creig reminded everyone of the annual Polar Bear 
Run, scheduled for Sunday, 7 February.   

   Regional Events – YFE reported the calendar’s still 
pretty bare, but he planned to drive down to Garnett, Kan-
sas, the weekend of 10 October for this year’s running of 
the Lake Garnett Grand Prix Revival 

   Creig mentioned member Jim Dooley planned to run 
the vintage event in his TR6 

   YFE said he expected to run into a number of mem-
bers of the Kansas City Triumphs  and Lawrence All Brit-
ish Car Club.  Expect an article w/photos, Triumph-centric, 
natch 

Old Business – Club by-laws, now in their eighth revision, 
spirited discussion ensued… 

   Veep Dave Yannayon continuing to fine-tune, accept 
comments/recommendations 

   Hopefully, a final draft will be ready for member review 
in September 

   Webmaster Stephen L Paur made it official: he’s hand-
ed off to Michael Bakalor and retired 

   SLP said he’d picked up the webmaster duties around 
2015, had been doing it for “…a long time” 

   Response from the floor: “Yeah, but you got time off for 
good behavior” 

   Anyway, eApplause for both SLP and Michael Bakalor.  
General consensus is our webpage and comms network 
are in good hands.  

New Business 

Speaking of retirement, “MG Doctor” John Mangles is closing 
All British Car Repair and retiring after 34 years 

   He has scheduled a garage sale at All British, end of 
August 

   Recommendation made to the webmaster to put out an 
email blast in advance, make sure members get an oppor-
tunity to check out the sale 

   Recommendation also made to present John Mangles 
with a “plaque of appreciation.”  The members agreed, the 
secretary will handle 

   Ed Kaizer announced he had a wood steering wheel for a 
Spitfire for sale, $100 retail, would take $40 OBO.  If interest-
ed contact Ed.  

   The meeting ended at 7:50 PM 

Minutes (Continued from page 4) 

Revival, at the former road course about 80 miles south of To-
peka.   

   The track around Lake Garnett hosted SCCA sports car races 
from 1959 through 1972; the Revival, which includes a car show 
and other activities, started in 2013.   Word is one of our mem-
bers will be competing in his TR6.  Hopefully he will, but in any 
event I will happily work the course and get photos of every 
Triumph I run across.  Expect a full report on the racing week-
end in the November issue of the Notes.   

     In the meantime, make sure you put our drives on our calen-
dar.  Don’t forget, if you’re looking for even more driving oppor-
tunities, check out the web page of our friends over at the MG 
Club of St Louis.   

Negative Camber (Continued from page 10) 
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SLTOA Classifieds 

was made in the UK, hard 
and soft tops included.  
You will not find one in this 
great condition. $13,500, 
Webster Groves, call (314)
495-1235 AutoTrader)
(2008) 

 

For Sale—Wood-rim 
steering wheel for a Spit-
fire, retails for $100, asking 

$40.  Ed Kaizer, ekaizer@yahoo.com or call (618)466-4778 
(2009)  

For Sale—These batteries 
were sold several years 
ago by The Roadster Fac-
tory for a premium price to 
people who wanted a gen-
uine Lucas battery for their 
classic British car. So, the 
battery is old, but it has 
never had acid in it so it is 

functionally new.  Ellis Battery in Arnold can fill the battery and 
charge it overnight for $10.  About 5” deep, 8” tall and 12” 
wide. $50, call Creig (314) 401-7817 or email 
creig55@live.com (1911). 

Wanted—TR4/TR250 fenders, TR4 tubs, TR4A IRS, TR250 
and TR6 frames. Contact Jeff Homsher at It’s Alive Automo-
tive, jeff@itsaliveauto.com or call (314)348-5774 (1911) 

 

Best of CraigsList 

78 Spitfire 
1500—Car in 
great mechanical 
shape, carb just 
rebuilt and sus-
pension reworked 
with new shocks.  
Not a showroom 
car, has some 

flaws – dings, dents, etc – and it requires some interior trim 
and small stuff.  A reliable runner for trips to the winery or cov-
ered bridges. In Fairview Heights, asking $5800 OBO, email 
bf5b5aa5f77436bcb70dd8d88e75cad6@sale.craigslist.org 
(CraigsList) (2009) 

80 TR8—
Engine convert-
ed to later Range 
Rover fuel injec-
tion, car stripped 
to bare metal 
prior to repaint-
ing.  Original 
California car, 
absolutely no 
rust or replaced 

sheet metal. Complete new interior, seats reupholstered, new 
carpets, Minilite wheels, new tires, springs, shocks, ball joints 
and new top. Drives like a modern car, cruises happily at 80. 
Am willing to discuss partial exchange for a British car. In Lea-
wood, KS (south of KC), $16,950 OBO, call Phil at (913)709-
9791 (Craigslist) (2008) 

80 Spitfire 1500—Original paint, runs awesome, rides 
smooth and is fun to drive. Much of the custom interior trim 

74 TR6—Car needs mayor restoration, missing some 
parts, gauges, seats, very solid frame, original engine 
and overdrive transmission, original rear end, top frame 
missing, rusty floors, trunk lid, hood, In Hesperia, CA 
(southwest of Victorville), $2800, call Marvin (626)923-
0603 (Craigslist)(2009) 

   No, not for sale, just a nice shot, courtesy of the TR Times, 
Kansas City Triumphs Sports Car Club.  The car is Craig Si-
mon’s TR5, photo taken at the 2016 VTR at North Texas Re-
gional Airport, Sherman (formerly Perrin AFB).  The aircraft is 
North American F-86L 51-6144, marked for the 3555th Flying 
Training Wing (Advanced Interceptor).  The plane is on display 
at the Perrin AFB Museum.  
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   We certainly hope that you will want to join the ranks of other proud Triumph owners, or for members, 
use this page to renew your membership of the St. Louis Triumph Owners Association (SLTOA). An annu-
al membership fee of $20.00, due each January, covers your membership dues the calendar year. 

   As a member, you will received the SLTOA monthly news letter Exhaust Notes, which includes:  

 Articles about SLTOA drives and events, both planned and  past 

 Schedules for regional and national Triumph and British car events  

 Technical tips and tech sessions  

 Feature articles on Triumph vehicle, personalities and competition history 

 For sale / want ads, free to members of SLTOA  

   You and yours will be able to participate with other SLTOA members in:  

 SLTOA touring drives  

 Monthly SLTOA club meetings, held every third Tuesday evening at selected, area restaurants 

 Local, regional, and national British car shows and conventions  

 The SLTOA Annual Picnic Meeting 

 The annual SLTOA Holiday party at a club subsidized rate 

 The club-sponsored web site, with event and activity details and access to the club’s private email list for 
quick communications with other SLTOA members 

   You will receive the SLTOA Membership Directory, updated annually and made available following the 

close of the annual membership drive.  Also, members are included in a blanket auto insurance 
policy covering certain club sponsored activities. 

Members using Facebook also have access to the SLTOA Facebook site.  

 

Join or Renew your SLTOA Membership today! 
   Payment for dues may be made by mail, at meetings, or by using the PayPal option on the club web 
page.   Dues including email delivery of Exhaust Notes every month are $20 annually.   Payment by Pay-
Pal will include a processing fee.  

Be advised, we can no longer offer to mail newsletters to new members via the US Postal Service.   Cur-
rent members who have been receiving the  newsletter via U. S. Mail will grandfathered and will continue 
to receive the newsletter via mail, however the membership rate will increase to $35.00 annually.  

 
Send payment to: SLTOA . 
   100 Hilltop Court 
   Washington,  
   Missouri   63090 
   Attn: Membership  
 
   For the directory, upon joining/renewing, please provide your address, contact information including email and num-
ber and year/model of your Triumph, or Triumphs (feel free to list any other special interest/collectable vehicles you 
may have in your possession).  

   If you have any questions about membership, please contact SLTOA treasurer Maria Moore at de-
loera56@sbcglbola.net.  We’ll see you out there! 

 

Membership Information 
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Next Meeting 

And Finally... 

Hey there!  You know that tennis ball fastened to a 
rope from the ceiling that you use in your garage to 
keep from driving your Triumph into the work bench?  
Well, here’s an opportunity to dare to be different: all 
it takes is some appropriately packed bubble wrap, a 
couple of large trash bags and some duct tape, and 
you will have a truly unique method of protecting your 
precious TR.  You’ll be the talk of your neighbor-
hood…and most likely, local law enforcement... 

ZOOM!   
7 PM 

Tuesday, 15 September 
 

 

Watch for the email 
blast with sign-in  

information, then join in 
on the fun  

The Jim Henson Company 


