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Reminder—Dues are coming due!
1
See at
pagewww.sltoa.org
3
Re-up via the web page

Calendar
14-16 Oct 21—Triumphest, in Flagstaff, Arizona,

17 Nov 20—Monthly SLTOA Zoom
meeting, watch for email blast with

hosted by the Desert Centre Triumph Register of
America. Details to follow, keep an eye on https://
dctra.org.

sign-in instructions.

4 Dec 20—Annual SLTOA Christmas/Holiday Party, CANCELLED

Nov 20—Jaguar Association of Greater St Louis
Online Annual Meeting, monitor www.jagstl.com

5 Dec 20—First-ever SLTOA Toys
for Tots Drive Drive. Will start in

and the online Growl for updates.

St Charles, time and location TBA, will end at a
drop-off point for Toys for Tots. Grab some unwrapped presents and stand by for further!

8 Dec 20—Annual MG Club of St Louis Holiday
Lights Drive at Tilles Park. Meet at the Central
Bank, 9645 Clayton Rd, at 6:30 PM, everyone will
drive as a group to the park for the big St Louis holiday spectacular. The MG Club will give each participant $10 to donate for admission.

19 Jan 21—Monthly SLTOA Zoom Meeting, watch
for email blast with sign-in instructions.

10 Feb 21—International Drive Your Triumph Day,
in honor of Sir John Black’s birthday. Info and photos
of
previous
events
at
https://
driveyourtriumphday.shutterfly.com/.

18 Jan 21—MG Club Tech Session, details to fol-

21 Feb 21—Annual SLTOA Polar Bear Run. Tradi-

15 Feb 21—MG Club Tech Session, details to fol-

low, monitor www.stlouismgclub.com.
low, monitor www.stlouismgclub.com.

tional first drive of the season, dating to 1983.
Route planning and development underway, details
to follow.

7 Mar 21—Annual MG Club of St Louis Pinewood Derby, 1:30 PM, details to follow, monitor
www.stlouismgclub.com.

14-18 Jun 21—TRA National Meet, hosted by the
Miami Valley Triumphs, at the Clarion North Conference Center, Lexington, Kentucky. Miami Valley
Triumphs
web
page
at
www.miamivalleytriumphs.org/tra-2021/.

27 Mar 21—MG Club of St Louis annual Terry Fanning
Rally, details to follow, monitor
www.stlouismgclub.com.

14-18 Sept 21—VTR National, in Edmond, Oklahoma. Hosted by the Central Oklahoma Vintage Triumph Register. Details to follow, in the meantime
monitor www.triumphsokc.org/vtr2021.

In Memoriam

Sir Sean
Connery
1930-2020

(because the Bear will be ready for you)

Sunday, 21 February 2021
2

President’s Musings

Happy Thanksgiving, Everyone!
Were you one of the lucky people
who participated in the Veteran’s Day
Run? There were 30 cars and drivers.
The lineup of cars was impressive to
see, winding its way through the low
country of the Mississippi River flood
plain.
I was driving the number two car in
the lineup with Creig Houghtaling, and
could, from time to time, look out to the
left to see a long procession of Triumphs, MGs, Mazdas, and a BMW
cruising through the stark beauty of
ripened grain fields and wooded roads.
The sight and smell of the fields being
harvested was an affirmation of the
bounty of farm country in Illinois.
There is a deep, earthy fragrance that
can only be experienced during this
time of year. The cloud cover was
thick when we started, but the sky
opened up to a beautiful blue with the
whitest clouds ever.
Creig and I volunteered to be the
number two car behind Mark Morgan.
That meant that we had the honor and
scary job of navigating part of the route
because Mark needed to stop and take
pictures of every car as they passed.
Much to our chagrin, we got
“distracted” and missed a turn. After
realizing our mistake and making a UTurn, I tried to look nonchalant as we
passed the remaining 28 cars back to
the route. This tricky maneuver gave
us a unique view of all the cars and a
true sense of how many people were
involved.
The drive was split into two parts.
The first leg was from Columbia, IL to
Fort de Chartres State Historic Site.
The final leg was from Fort de Chartres
to the Popeye statue in Chester. Not all
of us made it view the Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial. Hopefully, I will have
that opportunity next year.
I can tell you this for sure, the first
part of the drive was fun. The conversation was lively and interesting at Fort
(Continued on page 15)

eMeeting—Tuesday, 20 Oct 20
Yet another Zoom
meeting, with 16 in electronic attendance at the
time of the 7 PM start.
After the members agreed
on the minutes from the
September meeting as
published in the Notes,
SLTOA president John
Willerton
steered
the
gang through the remainder of the agenda.
The Jim Henson Company

Treasurer’s Report
The club had a balance of $2769.96 in the operating account and $720.63 in the
events account, for a total balance of $3490.59.

Events
SLTOA has multiple drives planned prior to the end of the year.
Ed Kaizer discussed preparations for the Annual Fall Colours Drive, scheduled for
Saturday 24 October.
Concerning the 8 November 8th Annual Veterans Run, John said one probable
participant contacted him and expressed concern over the prospect of driving over
gravel/unimproved roads, particularly among the levees early in the route.



Event organizer Mark Morgan and events coordinator Creig Houghtaling said
they’d do test runs to ensure positive road conditions along the route.



Mark added he’d start monitoring the weather forecast 10 days in advance and
would attempt to locate a possible location for holding an end-of-drive picnic lunch.
“Then again, it might be too cold. We’ll play it by ear.”

As for the annual Toys for Tots donations, Creig stated he’d talked with Bonnie David
and she indicated she was still working on ideas. Bonnie has called the Marine sergeant she normally works and left a message.



With nothing specific set up yet, the group talked about the possibility of having a
short drive, get the toys to Jack and Bonnie and they’d get the goodies to the Marine Corps Reserve collection site.



A member asked if we wanted to go ahead and set a date, say the first Saturday in
December. Q: Was that too close to the Vets Run?



Prez john noted the main focus was to get the toys to the kids, the proximity to
another event such as the Vets Run was not an issue.



Creig suggested Saturday 5 December. Stephen Paur concurred and asked if the
idea was to have a procession of cars to the drop-off point.



Creig responded in the affirmative. He added if the weather was disastrous on
Saturday, we’d have Sunday to fall back on.



Response from the eFloor: “We can plan, rain or shine, weather not so nice, we
can drive our pickup trucks or vans.”
Moving into the New Year, time for initial planning of the Polar Bear Run.



Traditionally we do it on the Sunday following the Super Bowl. That’ll be 14 February.



Someone noted that was Valentine’s Day (collective response: “Uh-oh, NOT a
good idea!”)



The group agreed to set Sunday, 21 February for the drive (comment from the
eFloor: “Hey! That’s Dave Massey’s birthday!” Raucous response followed…)
(Continued on page 15)
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4th Annual Fall Colours Drive—19 September 2020
Per event organizer Ed Kaizer, about 12 cars showed up and everyone had a grand time. This year’s drive bypassed Principia’s
campus in Elsa due to the current situation and did the Pere Marquette State Park—Power Line Road segment in reverse, ie, east
to west...and yes, the fall colors were great!
Our thanks to Ed for honchoing this highly popular annual drive.
SLP

DF

JM
Photos by Stephen Paur

JM
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Continued on pg 6
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Fall Colours Drive—continued from pg 5

Admit It, You Want This Car
and fender-mounted). The interior was red with wood grain
door caps and a three-spoke banjo-style steering wheel. The
gauges included an 80 mph speedometer, amp meter, temperature gauge and fuel gage; only 29,000 miles on the odometer, but actual mileage was unknown.
Interestingly enough, it went up for bid in Bremerton, Washington under an Illinois title. At the time of publication, the
bidding was up to $1600; we’ll let you know what the car finally sold for.

Ah yes, once again courtesy of Bring A Trailer, midNovember, this beauty: a 1947 Standard Fourteen DHC. ID’d
as a “project car,” the car was right-hand drive and had a nonrunning 1776cc side-valve four with a four-speed gearbox.
The engine – with a bad No. 1 piston – came with a single Solex carb and turned out a thundering 49 bhp.
Tickford designed the body, which featured chrome bumpers, Lucas driving lights, two sets of rear-view mirrors (door
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7th Annual Lake Garnett Grand Prix Revival
Ed Note: for the record, my
interest in sports cars and
sports car racing dates to the
mid-to-late 1960s during my
family’s tour at Grand Forks
AFB, North Dakota. During
my early teens I started reading publications like the late,
great Competition Press &
Autoweek and Road & Track,
listened to the Indy 500 on the
radio every year (anyone else
out there old enough to remember when the Indy 500
wasn’t shown live on the
tube?), closely monitored international prototype racing
(Daytona Continental, Sebring, Le Mans, etc) and
SCCA series such as the CanAm, Trans Am and Continental Championship/Formula 5000 and spent a lot of time drawing
sports cars.

vette contingent.
Don
Yenko of Canonsburg,
Pennsylvania, took first
place in the B Production
race in his Vette; Ken
Miles in a Cobra finished
first in C Modified, ahead
of Harry Heuer in a Chaparral I and Jack Hinkle in a
Cooper
Monaco-Ford.
The legendary Donna
“Pink Lady” Mims (in pink
driver’s suit, helmet and
car), Don Yenko’s employee and the first woman
driver to take an SCCA
national
championship,
finished fourth in the H
Prod race in her Bugeye
Sprite. Two TR4s took the
top spots in the D Production race, driven by Johnny
Goans MR of Kansas City and James Spencer, Racine, Wisconsin.

Adding to the education, in June 1969 my dad took brother
Rick and me over the Red River into Minnesota for an SCCA
event at Donnybrooke Raceway (now Brainerd International).
What an absolute hoot; the standouts included Ike Knupp running an AMC AMX in B Production and local hero Jerry Hansen
(who later bought the track) winning the A Sports Racing event
in a McLaren M6A. Great fun!

The main events were all Cobra: Ken Miles took one of the
feature races while Bob Johnson, Dave McDonald and Miles
took the first three spots in another heat, ahead of the Corvettes driven by Yenko, Grady Davis and Dr Dick Thompson.
According to the Kansas City Star,
A mongoose might have beaten the Cobras yesterday; none of the sports cars competing here could. In
their first appearance at the fifth annual Garnett Grand
Prix sports car race, the AC Cobra Fords simply ran
away from everything on the track. Both top feature
races were won by the cars which have been racing
only nine months. With 65,000 persons watching in 90
degree weather, Ken Miles of Hollywood, Calif., outpolled every car in the feature race.

Now, some 50+ years later, I’m still heavily into sports cars
and sports car racing, so when I heard about the Revival event
at Garnett, Kansas, over the weekend of 9-11 October, I made
plans to attend. Better yet, with the assistance of my friend and
fellow editor Bill Fisher of the Lawrence Area British Car Club
(Brit’s Bits), I got on the volunteer list for the event as a member of the photography crew. Life is truly good…and, as it
turned out, a good time was had by all.
************************************************************************

Afterwards, members of the Shelby crew built a mock grave
with “Here Lies the Stingray” stone.

Obviously 2020 hasn’t been the best for automotive events
or other gatherings, for that matter; dating back to early spring,
the list of cancellations is a long one. Several vintage races did
proceed as scheduled, albeit without spectators or at the least
severe restrictions on non-driver participation. Shoot, even
NASCAR races and the Indy 500 ran without people in the
stands.
Fortunately, the 7th annual Lake Garnett Grand Prix Revival
did take place, with spectators, in Garnett, Kansas, over 10-11
October. Those who gathered to observe the event engaged
in social distancing while the drivers of a large number and
variety of vehicles social distanced at 60 mph…or 80 mph…or
100 mph, depending upon the class.

With Special Mention to:

The Kansas City Region SCCA and Lake Garnett Racing
Association sanctioned the first race on the perimeter road at
Lake Garnett north of downtown in 1959. Despite the rather
remote locale, it proved a huge success and, in 1962, the
SCCA elevated the proceedings to a national-level event, with
winners getting points towards divisional championships and an
invitation to the year-end run-offs.

The Cobras pull ahead (photo via Dave MacDonald.net)

Lake Garnett was one of those tracks where Shelby’s Cobras
started establishing their dominance during the early 1960s.
For example, the 6-7 July 1963 races served as the big showdown between the west coast Cobras and the east coast Cor-

That night, following the conclusion of the day’s competition,
a crowd of 3000 “youths” gathered at the Anderson County
Courthouse, the majority of whom had apparently consumed

Ah, but there was trouble afoot later that evening…
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large amounts of alcohol. For whatever reason, several started tossing cherry bombs at the local police and Kansas Highway Patrolmen and the fight was on.

was cancelled for obvious reasons, but we’re glad we got to
do this event.”
I arrived at the track after a 90 minute drive down from Independence through thick fog. After pulling into the parking area, I donned my staff photographer blue vest and tracked
down chief photographer Bill Fisher, a member of the Lawrence Area British Car Club and editor of that organization’s
Brit’s Bits. The fog delayed the start of the “racing” by about
two hours, which gave us some additional time to identify photo locations and otherwise make the rounds, talking with owners and drivers.

At one point, when the fire department dispatched crews to
use their hoses on the mob, the firemen were attacked. As
rioters got thrown into Garnett’s jail, others tried to storm the
hoosegow to free their friends; officers with shotguns managed
to maintain the jail’s security and held onto their prisoners.
According to one newspaper account, “Other youths protested
their innocence. Others laughed and waved. Many wore Kansas or Missouri University sweatshirts. Most wore Bermuda
shorts or cut-off jeans.”

Saturday’s classes incorporated Group R, Rookie; Group X,
max speed 100 mph; Group E, modern race cars; Group H,
historic cars/50-ish MPH, and Group V, Heartland Vintage
Racing. Event steward Kevin Hinkle conducted the driver’s
meeting, noting “…no one’s racing; even the race cars aren’t
racing, they’re doing an exhibition. The rest of you, you’re
having fun.”

Finally, Garnett’s mayor called Kansas Governor John Anderson, who issued the Hey Rube! call. LE reinforcements
streamed into Garnett from KCK, Mission, Fairway, Roeland
Park, Merriam, Olathe, Chanute and Fort Scott, followed by
soldiers from the Kansas Army National Guard’s 1st Battalion,
127th Artillery out of Ottawa. The riots finally petered out
around 0300; in the end, one Ottawa Police Department officer
died of a heart attack, 15 rioters and police sustained injuries
and 26 “peaceful protestors” ended up in jail.

He advised the gathered drivers that all of the corner workers had radar guns so if you were in a class with a speed limit,
don’t exceed that speed. If a driver went too fast or passed in
a non-passing zone, they’d get flagged in. “You do NOT want
to become my BFF or ‘Black Flag Friend,’” Hinkle added.

Needless to say, the town of 3000 was none too happy about
the proceedings. In 1964, a heavy police presence prevented a
repeat of the ’63 festivities; while a number of people got liquored up and tried to start trouble, the presence of police dogs
helped keep things reasonably under control. Still, the Lake
Garnett Racing Association cancelled the planned ’65 races.
Competition resumed in 1966 but the track’s design/layout
issues – in particular, the narrow stretch of roadway over the
dam – resulted in no further competitive events after 1972.
Fortunately, the ’63 “festivities” have never been repeated
during the now seven years of the Lake Garnett Grand Prix
Revival; just a lot of cars, a lot of people and a lot of fun for all
concerned.
A local committee – led this year by Lenexa businessman
Scott Ward – handles the organization of the event, with the
strong support of the City of Garnett and a number of commercial sponsors. For example, annual sponsor NAPA/Wittman
Auto Parts ran a table offering up t-shirts and a number of other souvenirs/collectibles; said Kim Wittman, “We’ve volunteered every year. We love to come; we’re motorsports people.” Portions of the weekend’s proceedings went to the East
Central Kansas Economic Opportunity Corporation (ECKAN),
Garnett Fire Department and Kansas Big Brothers-Big Sisters.

“Okay drivers, yellow means what?” Kevin Hinkle leads the drivers’ meeting, still foggy...
The weekend was set up for street cars as well as full competition vehicles, the latter group including excellent participation by several owner/drivers with Heartland Vintage Racing.
They included Phil Taxman of the Jaguar Association of
Greater St Louis, who ran his well-known green 1964 E-Type
fixed-head couple. Phil mentioned he and his mechanics had
recently done some suspension work on the car and replaced
the Weber 45 DCOEs with 50 DCO/SP performance carbs; he
added the 45s wound up on an E-Type in France.

City Manager Chris Weiner did his part, providing the welcome aboard speech and announcing the upcoming heats. He
commented, “The race has significance, with a wonderful turnout by spectators and drivers. It’s one of two major events we
hold in Garnett every year. Regrettably, the annual concert

Triumphs in the field? Absolutely! Regrettably, Jim Dooley
couldn’t make this year’s event with his 1974 TR6 vintage
racer, nor did Kansas City’s Michael Wilds and Richard Cane,
who’d planned to run a ’60 TR3A and ’73 TR6. However, two
TR4s and a Spitfire did make the field and proudly carried the
Coventry flag.
Matt Jenkinson of the Kansas City Triumphs Sports Car
Club ran his immaculate 1962 TR4. “The car’s handling really
good,” he commented. “We first came here three years ago.
Following a flood the dam needed work, so the event got
pushed back into November and it was cold. But it’s a lot of
How foggy was it Saturday morning? From the front, Matt Jenkinson’s 1962 TR4, John Prather’s 1959 Turner 950S and Cory
Miller’s 1959 Austin-Healey Sprite.

(Continued on page 9)
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Lake Garnett (Continued from page 8)

room stock event at Hallett Motor Racing Circuit, Oklahoma: “I
was hooked!”

fun.” Matt’s daughter Claire concurred on the last point, stating, “It was fun!”

Russ Sifers of Kansas City – owner of Sifers Valomilk, one
of the corporate event sponsors – provided another LBC highlight by running his 1949 MG TC. He arrived in a white, period
-correct driving suit and proudly mentioned his status as one of
the few who have made all seven of the Revival events. Russ
also served on the historic committee and happily added, “…
my car’s on the event dash plaque this year!”

Matt Jenkinson leads a group of LBCs through Clubhouse
Bend, heading for the start/finish line. Below, Matt and older
son Ethan get ready for some serious laps.

Russ Sifers in his immaculate ‘49 MG TC, appropriately dressed and
ready to engage in some motoring. Below, the Jaguar Association of
Greater St Louis’ Phil Taxman dukes it out with the Jerry Titus/Ken
Miles tribute Shelby GT350 of Dan Riley

Harvey Kinnard of Leawood, Kansas, also ran a ’62 TR4, an
all-up vintage racer. He put on quite a show

The other Morris Garages products on the track over the
weekend included the 1960 MGA of Kendall Clark, Wichita
(quote: “It actually belongs to my wife”); Denny Hale’s 1968
MGB; and Rick Mills’ MGB. Mills hailed from Grandview, Missouri.
Blue Label Racing of Kansas City brought two truly unique
Brit vehicles: a 2005 Juno SS3 LMP sports-racer, powered by
a 3-liter Jaguar V6 and driven by Greg Harris, and a 1962 Lotus 23B driven by Jason Harris. The latter had quite a history,
including drives by the late Sir Stirling Moss in several British
vintage gatherings during the 1990s.

Harvey Kinnard runs down the Red Dog Straight.
Other LBC standouts included a
1959 Turner owned by John Prather
and driven by former Marine Tom
Huxtable, who owned one of the
more colorful helmets of the weekend. John said it was their fourth
year at Lake Garnett and he’d “hired”
Tom to do the driving. Tom noted
he’d worked corners and flags at
events for years before catching the
racing bug, running an SCCA show-

The other LBCs which did laps included a 1956 Jaguar
XK140 driven by Ken Smiley, Overland Park, Kansas; the
1969 E-Type OTS – numbered “3.14” – of Jon Mensie, Leawood, Kansas; and Claib Harris, Manhattan, in his 2005 XK8.
The Austin-Healey contingent included Jason Orr, Blue
Mound, Kansas, driving a 1959 100-6. A brace of Sprites also
took to the track, including a 1958 Bugeye/Frogeye owned by
Bo Harris, Manhattan, Kansas, and the all-out G and H Production race cars of Gary Wittman; Clarence Schmidt of Lawrence; Jeff Dodds, Wichita; and Cory Miller, Cheney, Kansas.

Tom the Marine’s helmet.
Semper Fi!
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Blue Label Racing’s Lotus 23B.
The “Sunny” (hey, if we didn’t post the photo, you wouldn’t’ve believed us…)

Needless to say Wittman, of Costa Mesa, California (1303
miles west of Garnett) took long-distance award although he
admitted the race provided an opportunity to spend time with
family, including the owners of the NAPA dealership (Mark
Simpson placed second, bringing his 2014 Ferrari 458
Spyder,1286 miles from Encinitas, California).

Other standouts included an Owens-Corning Tony Delorenzo tribute 1968 Corvette, owned by Richard McClure of
Basehor, Kansas, as well as a Shelby Mustang GT350 marked
for High Performance Motors, La Brea, California, and the legendary Terlingua Racing Team. Dan Riley of Wyandotte,
Michigan, owner of the ‘Stang, dedicated it to Jerry Titus and
Ken Miles.

The “other British car” category included the 1974 JensenHealey of George Bousfield and the 1963 Morris Mini of Susan
McKenzie, both from Lawrence. Susan entered her car –
complete with a cutout of HRH Queen Elizabeth in the back
seat – in Saturday night’s downtown car show and Sunday’s
track excursions; she commented,

Farther down the square sat a trio of Datsun 1600/2000s.
One of the owners, Shannon Daugherty of Albuquerque, New
Mexico, said he’d installed the 200 hp engine from a Nissan
Sylvia in his car, “…the highest horsepower non-turbo Datsun/
Nissan engine available.” A few yards away sat an English
Ford panel van with a V8 stuffed in the front end, while on the
courthouse’s lawn someone displayed a Jaguar XK120 in
overall stealth/primer gray, also with a large V8 occupying the
engine bay.

This is a great opportunity to share car stories with
like-minded people, or those who know nothing at all
about cars, but like how they look. I think the spectator
crowd was larger this year, because it was a beautiful
day and also because people wanted to get out.”
The first day proved highly successful and fortunately, only a
few cars required tows. The driver of one of the Mustangs
made an off-course excursion on the Santa Fe Straight, east
side of the like, and forcibly removed his car’s oil pan and several suspension components. Sad to
say, Tom Huxtable in the Turner ended his day early, due to four flat tires
(!). Owner John Prather suspected all
four of the valve stems failed (hey, at
least it wasn’t an electrical issue).
Regrettably, due to the delay in the
start of the proceedings, the Valomilk
Charity Rides – where spectators and
others can pay for a ride around the
track – was cancelled. In its stead,
those who donated to one of the supported organizations got a sports/
special interest car ride downtown to
the show to the Hagerty Revival
Showcase at Garnett Downtown Square. Other cars made
their way to the square from the autocross, operated by the
Heart of America Jaguar Club at Garnett Municipal Airport.

TR3 and somewhat modified XK-120 at the courthouse square.

With the magnificent, 1902 Romanesque-style Anderson
County Courthouse serving as the backdrop, the show also
proved a major hit, with a large turnout of vehicles and people
looking at said vehicles. Again, a number of cars stood out,
including the “Sunny,” a somewhat modified (!) 1968 Camaro
frame with a “warmed-over 327,” encased in a truly unique two
-seat body. Elsewhere around the courthouse, a numbersmatching 1956 Austin-Healey 100M owned by Melvin Dale of
Manhattan; Mr Dale noted the car held a Hagerty value of
$180,000 and Don Bohannon’s (Richland, Missouri) 1959
MGA Twin-Cam fixed-head coupe. According to Bohannon,
his car held a historic tie to the original Lake Garnett races, as
it competed in the 1963 event.

Many of the show cars and their owners/drivers participated
in Sunday’s events, along with a number of newer arrivals.
The groups on the second day of completion (excuse me,
“exhibition”) included Class A-60 MPH, Class B-80 MPH,
Class C-100 MPH, Class E-Modern Race Cars, Class H
“Historic 50-ish MPH,” and Group V, the gang from HVR.
Kevin Hinkle again handled the driver’s meeting; he advised
drivers to make sure everything in their cars was secure and
added, “no selfies while you’re driving, no texting while you’re
driving.” John Styers of Shawnee, Kansas, ran the starting
grid, lining up the cars as each class was called forward. His
immaculate 1966 Morgan +4 sat a few yards away.
Second day drivers included Keigh Boyer, Wamego, Kansas
in a 1972 Sprite and Tom Clemons, Kansas City, in a 2010
Jaguar XKR. Steve Suess of Collinsville, Illinois, ran his 1971
Spitfire. He noted,
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(Continued on page 11)

Lake Garnett (Continued from page 10)

Suess’ comments were pretty much universal; everyone
who participated, spectated or otherwise worked the Revival
and contributed their time and efforts obviously had a great
time. Whatever state they came from and whether this was
their first event or a return appearance, everyone agreed the
City of Garnett, the organizing committee and the sponsors
had done a first class job putting on this year’s edition of the
Lake Garnett Grand Prix Revival.

My first time here was in a friend’s Cobra; I’ve also run
a Sunbeam Tiger and Shelby GT500. I think a lot of the
people are here to have a good time and not to be competitive. Two days, run on the track, plus there’s the
slalom at the airport. All of the people here, the volunteers, the pot luck Friday, this is a great experience.

Anyone who chooses to make the trek to Kansas can expect an equally fun and entertaining event in October 2021.
That gives me 11 months to finally get the suspension of the
TR8 tightened up/upgraded and the steering rack rebuilt before I make the pilgrimage and log some track time.
Anyone care to join me?
States represented: Arkansas, California, Illinois, Iowa,
Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Texas
Long distance: Gary Wittman, Costa Mesa, CA, 1303 miles
Mark Simpson, Encinitas, CA, 1286 miles
Steve Suess charges past the start/finish line in his ‘71 Spit

Gary Wittman, 1961 Austin-Healey Sprite

As a reminder, it is not a race, it is an “exhibition.” Then again, when a bunch of thundering V8s and one screaming Brit inline
six (Phil Taxman’s Jaguar) come pounding out of Snyder Corner, well...
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TR Tech: Synchronicity
By Steve Moore
Back in July I was driving back from St. Charles after running
my TR6 in the Boeing Sports Car Club Autocross. The car
was running great, but I found that shifting into first and second
was not the usual smooth in and out shift, definitely not shifting
the way it is supposed to. It was clear that I needed to pull the
transmission and replace the synchros, in the transmission.
For those that don’t know what synchros do, they allow you to
shift from one gear to the next without grinding gears.

After ordering the parts, gaskets, synchros and a few other
bits and pieces, then waiting for the mailman to deliver what I
needed, I started removing the transmission. Triumph for
some reason deemed it better to remove the transmission from
above rather than removing it from under the car. This difference makes it necessary to remove everything in the interior of
the cockpit, seats, carpet transmission tunnel, etc. Once everything is out of the interior you then tackle hoisting out the
transmission. There is no easy way to do this and it is best
done with help from someone, in my case my son, John.
There are several
articles and videos on
the internet, with step
by step instructions on
how to rebuild a Triumph
transmission,
which is a blessing as
the factory manual
may be helpful, but
the techniques and
tools used are a bit
dated. Paying attention to the assembly
instructions and particularly the tolerances
required, makes the
rebuild manageable.

it’s a fight to get the trans back in the car. Once installed and
before replacing the interior I decided to test the shifting from
gear to gear, but something wasn’t right. When releasing the
clutch it felt like the clutch wasn’t releasing properly, as if was
grabbing, very harshly.
Wondering what was wrong, one thing was glaringly clear,
the transmission had to come back out to determine what went
wrong, bad clutch or problems with the transmission. As the
clutch was installed at least six or more years ago, I decided to
replace the clutch assembly as the possible solution. After
removing the transmission (again, thanks John), I installed the
new clutch and disassembled the transmission, again.
Turns out, the clutch
wasn’t the problem; the
synchro’s were binding
on the corresponding
gear cone. To explain,
each gear has a synchro and the synchro is
tapered to match the
taper on the gear. If
the synchro or gear is
new the taper on the
gear needs to be polished with very fine
emery cloth, to 1500
grit cloth. Additionally,
when reassembling the
transmission, its necessary that the synchro’s
are well lubricated with engine assembly lube to keep the synchro rings from binding on the gear cone.
After reassembly and installation (again thanks to John for
lending his muscles to heft the transmission back into the car).
Interestingly, reinstallation was much smoother and easier
than before. Testing the shifting again, before reinstalling the
interior, proved that everything worked smoothly. After reinstalling the entire interior, on the Friday before the Veterans
Drive, I felt brave enough to drive the car on the Veterans
Drive. The car ran without issue and the shifting was easy.
Problem resolved.

After
reassembly,
help is again needed
to reinstall the transmission and thanks to
David Pollard, we
were able to install the
transmission;
even
with help, sometimes
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They’re all Works In Progress...
Ken Suhre—I started doing restoration work almost four

Updates from the September meeting.

Kevin Blume—Is in the market for a good used metal lathe,
if anyone knows about one sent them along. Response: “Talk
to Karl, he’s got all kinds of stuff.”

Stephen Paur—Busy month, tuned the car, adjusted the
valves, took it to Its Alive to get the U joints replaced, Jeff did a
fine job at a reasonable price. They were probably the original
U-joints…and, we found cigarette butts pasted to the frame
under the differential no idea where they came from. He also
put in a word for the “Quick Lift” as seen in Hemmings Classic
Cars, he’ll provide a link to the article next month.

Ed Kaizer—”No car or motorcycle projects, had the transaxle
on my riding mower lock up on me two weeks ago, had to fix
that.”

Dave Massey—Still making progress on the TR8, brake
system all completed ,clutch hydraulics all buttoned up. Working on the fuel system, just got the injectors back after cleaning. Need new heater hoses, once I get those I’ll get the cooling system put together

years ago, spent most of my summer doing the restoration of
a ’74 Dodge Charger; it’s been in the family since the late 70s,
hasn’t been driven since the late 80s, I need to get the engine
checked out for assembly.

David Pollard—Finally got the wiring and everything completed, had some issues with the turn signals not working,
messed around with those, making sure everything was working properly.
Talked with a guy from Moss Motors this morning; one of
the issues that we found—myself, Steve and whoever else—
is that when you use the new wiring harness, the wipers don’t
work. Turns out the green wire is always live and you have
to have two different grounds. The Moss guy gave me some
hints/tips, actually got the wipers working

John WIllerton—That’s good to know, think Steve Moore
and I have the same problem. Got my motor rebuilt some
time ago, wipers still don’t work (John then proceeded to
name Dave as the new club expert on TR3 electrics)
‘Kevin Blume, Rd II—I got engine rebuilt on one of the
TR6s, it’s on the test stand Learning about Weber carbs is a
real challenge. Johnny did a great job, glad I took the engine
to him. Stiegmeier Services, did the head on my TR6, they
have a dyno. In St Charles, (636)949-2275.

Steve Moore—Rebuilt the TR6 transmission, new synchros
in it . Dave Pollard came over Saturday and we put the transmission back in the car, started it yesterday, seems to be
working just fine. I recently acquired an A-Type overdrive for
installation in the TR3. I’m going to combine that with the TR6
trans that was originally in my TR6, will have full synchros and
overdrive in a TR3

Dave Massey—we took some Webers off an Austin-Healey

Michael Bakalor—Had my own tune-up, thought I had half
shaft issues with the car, turned out to be rear bearings, U
ordered from Moss Motors and got the wrong kind, were
sealed bearings. Called Moss, they said they’d have to get
back to me. Mid-week their rep called, “I’m working from
home, I can’t go into work to look at it.” I called in another tech
specialist, he confirmed they were the right bearings. By that
time I’d put the axles back in; pulled the bearings out to grease
them, learned they were already greased...Moss had said they
needed to be greased before installation. I also put in new
brake and wheel cylinders.
Question to David Yannayon—How’s your project going?
Answer: “It’s not right now, I’m still collecting parts.” (Prez
John: “I can see a kegger here!”)

one time and put the original carbs back on to get it to run
right. Proper jets is s key issue.

Robert Duddy—We did get our 1980 Spit back from It’s
Alive, now it has a rather ominous liquid of some sort coming
out of the bottom of the car, will have to look at that. I recently acquired a 1960 Mk2 2.4L Jaguar, small motor, has a fourspeed with non-synchro first gear. Also, there was a lovely
show (the Jaguar Association’s annual concours) held at John
Testrake’s house over the weekend because of the COVID
thing, 25 cars there.

Ed Kaizer—I have two Mk2s, we’ll talk about them. One’s
really a parts car, it was in a fire.

John Willerton—My dream car? A Ford GT40; I’m working
up the financing now.

Creig Houghtaling—The thing I’ve been having fun is my
BSA motorcycle. I totally rewiring it with a whole new wire
loom, doing what I would like to do on all of my Triumphs. The
other thing I had fun with, I went over to Karl’s to press out
some hubs from a Spit’s rear end axles, took two over, had
50% success. Karl went after one with his torch, we put close
to 4000 lbs of pressure on it, would not work loose. Some of
those parts have been on there for too long,

St Louis Triumph Owners Association

Mark Morgan—Thanked Creig for assisting with straighten-

www.stlscc.org

ing out the electrical issues with the TR8, “Now to return to the
field of competition.”
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Proud member club, St Louis Sports Car Council

2020 BSCC Autocross Season
Slow Roller Racing Team
Results
25 October 2020
Family Arena, St Charles

Driver

Car

Class

Houghtaling
Massey
Morgan

74 TR6
71 TR6
80 TR8

H Classic Stock
HCS
E Stock

Overall
Finish
49th
50th
52nd

Indexed
Time
54.615
56.039
56.546

Summary—Good grief, what a season: social distancing on the tarmac at Family Arena, face masks...and still, a lot of great
“parking lot grand prix” opportunities, featuring a wide range of drivers and cars.

We’ve said it before and we’ll say it again: consistency counts, as depicted in the season summary below.
With one event left in the nine-race Boeing Sports Car Club autocross series (Sunday, 25 October; results in next month’s Exhaust Notes), this year’s turned into something similar to the fabled “Bruce & Denny Show” of the old Can Am series.
Consistency remains the key and Creig Houghtaling made every single autocross this season, either in his TR6 or his F Production Spitfire. Regret to say only two others mounted a challenge in the run for the Slow Roller Racing Team informal championship, and both—Steve Moore, TR6 and Yr Faithful Ed, TR8—ran afoul of mechanical woes early and often. Both have vowed to
return for the 2021 season.
Whatever each season’s final results, the key remains to have fun. All who have joined the team or come out to lend support
have had plenty of that.
Driver

Car

24 May 31 May 14 Jun 28 Jun 16 Aug

1

Houghtaling

74 TR6/
71 Spit

10

10

2

Morgan

80 TR8

9

9

3

Moore

71 TR6

4

Massey

9

10

6 Sept

27 Sept

10 Oct

25 Oct

Totals

10

10

10

10

10

89

DNS

DNS

8

26

10

10
9

Craig Houghtaling, TR6 and Spitfire

Steve Moore

Andy Stark paid an early-season call

9

YFE (photo by Jim Dooley)

Dave

Craig Ingraham (SRRT Pontiac Det)
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Jim Dooley w/ Creig

Creig noted the November issue of the Exhaust Notes has
the vet members salute; he asked webmaster Michael Bakalor
to put out an email blast to the membership, requesting club
members to send photos or scans of themselves in uniform to
the editor.

Minutes (Continued from page 3)

Mark provided an update on the Lake Garnett Grand Prix Revival, scheduled for 10-11 October in Garnett Kansas, about
24 miles south of Ottawa. He still planned to attend the twoday salute to the old SCCA track around the lake, working as
one of the staff event photographers





The question came up concerning membership renewals;
Creig asked when does the club actually start pushing for members to re-up.

Ken Suhre mentioned he was there for a couple of the
SCCA races back during the 1960s (no, he did not participate in the 1963 post-race riots in Garnett proper). He
added he had a vintage Mini that he’d been racing for 25
years.
Mark added Jim Dooley was signed up for the event, driving his vintage D Production TR6. He expected a solid
turnout by the Kansas City TRs and the Lawrence Area
British Car Club. Expect an article in the Notes.

Maria said she’d take renewals at both of the upcoming
driving events, otherwise members can continue to pay
their dues via the club web page.



The editor said he’d post a reminder in the next several
issues of the Notes.

And that was about it folks. Once again, the club leadership
and members thanked Dave Pollard for setting up and managing the Zoom meets.

Old Business

The meeting concluded at 8:06.

Discussion followed on the status of the by-laws, developed
and edited by Veep David Yannayon with the final draft now
out to the members for review.

President’s Musings (Continued from page 3)

Prez John said we’d have to take a look at the standard operating practices (SOPs), “…a lot of things are just standard
things we do, they don’t necessarily have to be in the by-laws.
They can change as necessary. We’ll work on those as well,
will disseminate them to the club.”

de Chartres and I truly enjoyed spending a beautiful Sunday
afternoon with friends. I hope even more of us take the opportunity to purchase a toy for the Toys-for-Tots drive scheduled
for Saturday, December 5, 2020.

The topic then turned to the club’s plans to host a VTR Regional. El Presidente noted this type of project constituted a mix of old and new business. He added that while we’d
agreed to host the 2024 regional and it was a ways off, he
thought it important we start working on the preparations now.
“We need to come up with some sort of committee to get the
whole thing started

Peace,
John
Ed Note—I rarely follow up John’s excellent monthly column
with any commentary of my own, BUT, truth be known...during
one of our stops during the Vets Run, John admitted that he
and Creig had blown by the turn south through Maeystown,
and wound up dragging fully 3/4s of the other cars off course
(briefly). I told John not to worry I—the event organizer—had
yet to execute my annual missed turn. Everyone had a good
laugh.



John asked for volunteers and the following responded:
Creig, David Pollard, David Yannayon, Ed Kaizer, Kevin
Blume and Yr Fthfl Ed. John said he’d also serve on the
committee.



Kevin Blume advised initially we’d need about eight volunteers: two people as the main directors responsible for the
whole thing, other committee members report to them.
Others in charge of budget, finance, the drives, promotions, selling space in the program to sponsors and regalia.



“One of the key factors, off the bat, is to secure a host
hotel,” Kevin added. “It has to be done way, way in advance.” He volunteered to take care of that, adding he
knew someone in the industry. Kevin also strongly suggested we look at the Sheraton Westport Chalet, the location of the Six-Pack TRials a couple of years ago. “They
know how to take care of car groups, are centrally located
and the rooms are priced right.”

Well I’ll be doggoned if, a few minutes later, on the way to
Fort De Chartes, I missed a turn and in a similar fashion led a
bunch of other cars off route for a couple of miles. What was
particular annoying, it was the same damn turn I missed last
year!



The other important item: nail down the dates. “Once you
have them, you have to get good, solid historic info from
the previous year.”



Maria Moore asked if there was an automatic one-year
delay in our hosting event, due to this year’s COVID19
pandemic and mass cancellations. Response: Illinois
cancelled out this year, next year the club in Oklahoma
City will host as scheduled.





We’ll have the details and photos on this year’s Vets Run in
the December issue of Exhaust Notes.

Welcome New Members!
Dave Buxton
Belleville, Illinois
Vince Reuther
Defiance, Missouri
Michael Thomas
Byrnes Mill, Missouri

John said he’d reach out to the folks at VTR to start collecting information.

New Business
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Andy Ackerman
US Air Force

Jack David
US Army

Dick Olds
US Navy

Glenn Owens, MGCStL
US Navy

Mark Trebacz
US Navy

Jim Clark
US Air Force

John DeLuca
US Air Force

Jim Preuss
US Navy

Bob Aguilar, KCTR
US Navy

Thank you, gentlemen...
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Larry Brown (right)
US Navy

Jim Dooley
US Army

Mark Morgan
US Navy
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Become a VTR Member

Best of CraigsList

(((( 1981 TRUIMPH TR7 )))) — 1981 Triumph TR7. Chevy

229 V6 conversion. Auto turbo 350 trans. 8inch ford rear end.
All professionally rebuilt and installed. Conversion done right.
New top. Great running and driving car. $4495, in Tigard, OR
(south of Portland), contact Ken (503)329-6465 (Craigslist)
(2011)

SLTOA’s on Facebook!

Www.facebook.com/home.php?
sk=group_134416339926824&ap=1

MEMBERS WANTED

NOW FOR

SLTOA

SIGN UP AT THE RECRUITING CENTRE
www.sltoa.org
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The Vintage Triumph Register has its benefits. A national
club of Triumph enthusiasts spanning the globe needs you
as a member. Affiliate club membership is not automatic
membership with VTR.
Some of the benefits: The Vintage Triumph Magazine, our
award-winning, bi-monthly color publication.
2020 VTR National Convention in Galena, Illinois.
Access to a large number of local clubs.
Website with reference material and members-only
sections
Record Trace Certificates TR2/TR3/TR3A/TR3B
Factory trace documents on other Triumph models no
longer available
Clothing, regalia, exclusive items
Specific vehicle consultants and experts
Sign up at https://vintagetriumphregister.org

19

SLTOA Classifieds
Hamper,
Kirkwood,
(314)822-4831
hamper@gmail.com. (2011)

or

bruce-

01

76 TR6—Sorry to say I’m selling my TR6, need to make room

and have too many cars! Inca yellow, 62,040 miles. Frame
sandblasted and painted with industrial epoxy and powder
coated. trailing arm sections replaced with new pressings,
upper/lower t-shirt pressings replaced. Differential mounts
were boxed in and steering rack mounts were reinforced. Additional welds were added to fix bad factory welds
on frame. All suspension components were refurbished, new
fuel and brake lines, all brakes rebuilt or replaced, new urethane bushings. Rims powder coated, stainless steel exhaust.
Engine rebuilt and balanced by TSI Automotive in 2012, new
clutch and clutch master cylinder, flywheel resurfaced, GM
alternator conversion, electric fuel pump. “Vintage” am/fm
sound system with MP3 inputs, sound deadening insulation in
main cabin, seats rebuilt with new diaphragms and foam, carpet new. Luggage rack, fog lights, tonneau and boot cover, top
in good condition. $17,000, contact Andy Ackerman, cell (314)
406-4171 or drvanilla@gmail.com. (2011)

76/78 Spitfires—Lots

of parts (three engines,
three hard tops, overdrive
transmission,
other parts), the yellow
Spit is a parts car. In
Overland/St Louis, $8500 for both, call or text Joe (314)4293716 (Craigslist) (2011)

69
AustinHealey
Sprite—The

time has come
to sell the 1969
AH Sprite. Purchased in 2006,
restored
with
complete
unibody rotisserie
restoration and
finished
in
Dupont “Warp
Speed
Blue.”
Every nut, bolt and component was removed, cleaned, rebuilt
and/or replaced. There were lots of upgrades to improve
driveability. It’s a proven show winner and long distance driver. Rebuilt 1275 engine bored 0.020,” blue interior with matching leather seats, pattern copied from original seats
(Southtown Upholstery), custom mahogany dash with earlier
Sprite tach and speedo. Datsun 5-speed tranny, electronic
ignition, aluminum radiator. Modern radio (hidden under passenger side dash), added oil temp gauge and clock, aircraft
style switches on dash (very dependable!), fog lights. Valve
job and no-lead head installed in spring 2020, well maintained.
The result is a luxury Sprite! Asking $8000, contact Bruce

MX-5—LS
package, with limited slip differential
and leather seats,
less
than
78K
miles. Has factory
Bose system, CD,
aux jack and two
USB
ports
for
phone charging. Adult owned and always garaged. Soft top
in great shape and fully functional, including glass rear window
w/ defrost and boot cover, no tears or leaks. All maintenance
items are up to date, oil changes with Mobil 1 and Wix filter.
Newer BF Goodrich performance tires, clutch, master and
slave. Have all service records for the past four years of ownership. Sale includes BRG hardtop w/ strike plates, aftermarket quality floormats and original Miata floor mats, plus a onceused luggage rack. Clear title. This car is a real beauty and
ready to drive. Asking $5800, email John Springborn,
jkspring@i1.net or call (314)781-0159, no texts please (2010).
For Sale—Wood-rim steering wheel for a Spitfire, retails for
$100, asking $40. Contact Ed Kaizer, ekaizer@yahoo.com or
call (618)466-4778 (2009).

For Sale—My brother passed away in March 2020, he had
quite a bit of Triumph TR4 stuff. One was a race car he had
from the late 60s/early 70s, he also had at least one other
chassis and body as well as many mechanical parts. Instead
of having it all hauled away as scrap/trash, anyone interested?
Contact Gregory Stine, Gregory_stine@yahoo.com (2010)

For Sale—These

batteries were sold
several years ago
by The Roadster
Factory for a premium price to people
who wanted a genuine Lucas battery
for their classic
British car. So, the
battery is old, but it has never had acid in it so it is functionally
new. Ellis Battery in Arnold can fill the battery and charge it
overnight for $10. About 5” deep, 8” tall and 12” wide. $50,
call Creig (314) 401-7817 or email creig55@live.com (1911).

For Sale—Triumph springs. Andy Ackerman tells me they fit

Triumphs but I don’t know which model. They came out of my
MGB and clearly didn’t belong there. I’m selling them for $20
for the pair, contact Steve Cross at (314)698-6657 or
svcross528@gmail.com (2011)

Quotable
If you can leave two continuous
black marks from corner exit to the
next corner entry, you have enough
power.
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- Attributed to Mark Donohue

Membership Information
We certainly hope that you will want to join the ranks of other proud Triumph owners, or for members,
use this page to renew your membership of the St. Louis Triumph Owners Association (SLTOA). An annual membership fee of $20.00, due each January, covers your membership dues the calendar year.
As a member, you will received the SLTOA monthly news letter Exhaust Notes, which includes:


Articles about SLTOA drives and events, both planned and past



Schedules for regional and national Triumph and British car events



Technical tips and tech sessions



Feature articles on Triumph vehicle, personalities and competition history



For sale / want ads, free to members of SLTOA

You and yours will be able to participate with other SLTOA members in:


SLTOA touring drives



Monthly SLTOA club meetings, held every third Tuesday evening at selected, area restaurants



Local, regional, and national British car shows and conventions



The SLTOA Annual Picnic Meeting



The annual SLTOA Holiday party at a club subsidized rate



The club-sponsored web site, with event and activity details and access to the club’s private email list for
quick communications with other SLTOA members

You will receive the SLTOA Membership Directory, updated annually and made available following the

close of the annual membership drive.

Members using Facebook also have access to the SLTOA Facebook site.

Join or Renew your SLTOA Membership today!
Payment for dues may be made by mail, at meetings, or by using the PayPal option on the club web
page. Dues including email delivery of Exhaust Notes every month are $20 annually. Payment by PayPal will include a processing fee.
Be advised, we can no longer offer to mail newsletters to new members via the US Postal Service. Current members who have been receiving the newsletter via U. S. Mail will grandfathered and will continue
to receive the newsletter via mail, however the membership rate will increase to $35.00 annually.
Send payment to:

SLTOA .
100 Hilltop Court
Washington,
Missouri 63090
Attn: Membership

For the directory, upon joining/renewing, please provide your address, contact information including email and number and year/model of your Triumph, or Triumphs (feel free to list any other special interest/collectable vehicles you
may have in your possession).
If you have any questions about membership, please contact SLTOA treasurer Maria Moore at deloera56@sbcglbola.net. We’ll see you out there!
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Next Meeting

ZOOM meetings
UFN, 7 PM:
Tuesday, 17 November
December TBD..
Watch for the email
blast with sign-in
information, then join in
on the fun

And FinalCreig has a new
navigator/
co-driver...he goes
by “Buck”

Photo by David Yannayon
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