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The Ultimate Show-Down:
TR6 versus a 1939 DeSoto! Which wins?
SLTOA Tech Session: Spring Has Sprung! How Sprung Are Your
Springs? Plus the usual monthly 1
verities
and3 balderdash
See page

Calendar
20 Apr 21—Monthly SLTOA Meeting, 7 PM at The Post Sports Bar & Grill, 783 Old Ballas Rd, Creve Coeur.
SLTOA is bustin’ out...

18 May 21—Monthly SLTOA Meeting, details to follow
22-30 May 21—25th Annual British Car Week, https://justbritish.com/event/25th-annual-british-car-week/
10-13 Jun 21—TWS Gathering 2021, at The Wedge Shop. The Kitzhof Inn in West Cover, Vermont, will
serve as the event hotel.
Details including online registration are available at www.thewedgeshop.com/eventregistration.html.
14-18 Jun 21—TRA National Meet, “Bourbon, Bluegrass, Thoroughbreds & Triumphs,” hosted by the Miami Valley Triumphs, at the Clarion North Conference Center, Lexington, Kentucky. All Triumph models welcome, events will include Participant’s Choice and Concours d’Elegance car shows. For info, contact Bruce Clough at tryanity!fmail.com or (937)
376-9946. Miami Valley Triumphs web page at www.miamivalleytriumphs.org/tra-2021/.

25 Jul 21—Kastner Cup 2021, in association with the Portland Speed Tour, 22-25 July, vintage races hosted by the

Sportscar Vintage Racing Association. At Portland International Raceway, Portland, Oregon; info at www.fot-racing.com and
https://svra.com.

14-18 Sept 21—VTR National/The Mother Road, in Edmond, Oklahoma, hosted by the Central Oklahoma Vintage Triumph
Register. Host hotel is the Hilton Garden Inn of Edmond, 2833 Conference Drive, events include self-guided tours, breakfast
runs, gimmick rallies, TSD rallies, funkhana, Le Mans Start (!), autocross, dinner runs and concours/participant’s choice
shows at the hotel. Information including links to registration and the hotel are at www.triumphsokc.org/vtr2021.

30 Sept-3 Oct 21—6-Pack TRials, in Richmond, Virginia. Info at www.6-pack.org/vb5/.
14-16 Oct 21—Triumphest, in Flagstaff, Arizona, hosted by the Desert Centre Triumph Register of America. Details to follow,
for information contact Ron Cole at (623)229-3997 or ronlewiscole@gmail.com, web page at https://dctra.org.

17 Apr 21—Jaguar Association of Greater St Louis Judge’s Training Seminar. Hosted by JAGSL Chief Judge Jim Hendrix
and Co-Chief Judge John Testrake; you don’t’ have to be a judge to attend this event, everyone is welcome. Details TBA,
monitor www.jagstl.com.

24 Apr 21—MG Club of St Louis annual Missouri Endurance Run/“A River Runs Through It.”. See pg 3, monitor
www.stlouismgclub.com.

24 Apr 21—Rescheduled Boeing Sports Car Club Autocross No. 1, Family Arena, St Charles. Show around 9-9:30,
$40 for six runs. For more information or to get on the email list, contact Racer Steve at sshab@yahoo.com.

24 Apr 21—Caffeine & Chrome returns! Gateway Classic Cars, 1237 Central Park Dr, O’Fallon, Illinois, 9 AM-12 Noon, donuts & coffee!

2 May 21—St Louis Region SCCA Autocross No. 2, Family Arena, St Charles. Event fee $55, plus a $15 weekend membership for non-SCCA members; online pre-registration is $45. For more info, monitor https://solo.stlscca.org/.

8 May 21—Fling in the Spring, presented by the MG Club of St Louis. Details to follow, monitor www.stlouismgclub.com.
15 May 21—JAGSL Wine Country Drive, details TBA, monitor www.jagstl.com.
22-30 May 21—25th Annual British Car Week, https://justbritish.com/event/25th-annual-british-car-week.
6 Jun 21—Annual St Louis European Auto Show , more to follow including this year’s location, monitor https://
stleuropeanautoshow.com/ .

13 Jun 21—St Louis Region SCCA Autocross No. 3, Family Arena, St Charles. Event fee $55, plus a $15 weekend membership for non-SCCA members; online pre-registration is $45. For more info, monitor https://solo.stlscca.org/.

16 May 21—Boeing Sports Car Club Autocross No. 2, Family Arena, St Charles. Show around 9-9:30, $40 for six runs.
For more information or to get on the email list, contact Racer Steve at sshab@yahoo.com.

29 May 21—Caffeine & Chrome.

Gateway Classic Cars, 1237 Central Park Dr, O’Fallon, Illinois, 9 AM-12 Noon, donuts &

coffee!

6 Jun 21—Annual St Louis European Auto Show . More to follow, monitor http://stleuropeanautoshow.com.
12 Jun 21—Scott Field Heritage Air Park Car & Motorcycle Show , outside Scott AFB main gate where all the planes

are on display, military ID not required. Registration 8 AM, pre-registration strongly encouraged due to limited space (first 175
cars and 29 motorcycles). For info, email safbheritageairparkcarshow@gmail.com

19-20 Jun 21—SCCA Majors Racing, World Wide Technology Raceway, Madison, Illinois. Details to follow.
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19-27 Jun 21—Hemmings Great Race. This year’s event is coming through our neck of the woods, with a lunch stop in Rolla on 21 June and overnight stop at Cape Girardeau. The participants will start in San Antonio, Texas, on 19 June, do the
overnight at Cape on the 22nd and win up in Greenville, South Carolina, on 27 June. Keep an eye on https://www.greartrace/
com/ as the rally develops and https://www.visitcape.com/great-race/ for planned events. Expect an SLTOA expedition to
welcome and salute the competitors.

20 Jun 21—Boeing Sports Car Club Autocross No. 3, Family Arena, St Charles. Show around 9-9:30, $40 for six runs.
For more information or to get on the email list, contact Racer Steve at sshab@yahoo.com.

26 Jun 21—Caffeine & Chrome returns! Gateway Classic Cars, 1237 Central Park Dr, O’Fallon, Illinois, 9 AM-12 Noon, donuts & coffee!

26-27Jun 21—St Louis Region SCCA Autocrosses 4 & 5, Family Arena, St Charles. Event fee $55, plus a $15 weekend
membership for non-SCCA members; online pre-registration is $45. For more info, monitor https://solo.stlscca.org/.

3 Jul 21—8th Annual Twin Oaks Presbyterian Church Car Show, 1230 Big Bend at MO 141. Registration 9 AM to noon,
entry fee is canned goods or non-perishable food items for the church food pantry. For info call (636)225-5625.

11 Jul 21—St Louis Region SCCA Autocross No. 6, Family Arena, St Charles. Event fee $55, plus a $15 weekend membership for non-SCCA members; online pre-registration is $45. For more info, monitor https://solo.stlscca.org/.

25 Jul 21—Boeing Sports Car Club Autocross No. 4, Family Arena, St Charles. Show around 9-9:30, $40 for six runs.
For more information or to get on the email list, contact Racer Steve at sshab@yahoo.com.

6-8 Aug 21—Vintage Racing at World Wide Technologies Raceway/Gateway, Madison, Illinois, sanctioned by Heartland Vintage Racing (HVR) in association with the St Louis Region SCCA. There should be a number of local vintage racers competing, family and friends are welcome to come and enjoy a great race weekend.
Details to follow, info at
www.heartlandvintageracing.com/event-info/.

15 Aug 21—St Louis Region SCCA Autocross No. 7, Family Arena, St Charles. Event fee $55, plus a $15 weekend membership for non-SCCA members; online pre-registration is $45. For more info, monitor https://solo.stlscca.org/.

22 Aug 21—Boeing Sports Car Club Autocross No. 5, Family Arena, St Charles. Show around 9-9:30, $40 for six runs.
For more information or to get on the email list, contact Racer Steve at sshab@yahoo.com.

4-5 Sept 21—Heartland All British Car Show & Dinner, hosted by the Kansas City Triumphs Sports Car Club. More to
follow.

The MG Club of St Louis presents its annual

Missouri Endurance Run/
“A River Runs Through It”

All Roads Lead to the
25th Annual

Saturday 24 April—Meet at the Steak ‘n Shake in Chesterfield Valley
(17312 Chesterfield Airport Rd) @ 7 AM
Driver’s meeting at 7:15 AM, mileage check at 7:30,
first car rolls at 8 AM
Open to all British cars manufactured during 1981 or before
No electronic navigation aids/GPS/cell phones; bring a set of maps
and/or a gazetteer
$10 per car
Pay by credit card at www.stlouismgclub.com/buy-stuff
Rallymaster: Tom Hurlbert thurlbert@hotmail.com

A classic car show for
the road!
22-30 May 2021
Britishcarweek.org

2021 Champagne British Car Festival
As you recall, we were forced to cancel CBCF 2020 with hopes that we would be able to resume in 2021. While all hope that
COVID will be soundly defeated by late spring, there are still many concerns about the possibility of contamination among large
gatherings.
While a final decision has not been made, it his highly unlikely that CBCF 2021 will be held. We have, however, reserved the
David Davis Mansion grounds for the weekend of June 5-6, just in case we have a miracle reduction in spread. At most, there
would be a remote possibility of an open-air, one-day show without the special events or awards typically associated with our festival. We fully intend to resurrect CBCF 2022 next year.
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President’s Musings

SLTOA Meeting—16 March 2021
We had 12 participate in the March Zoom gathering…and, with Prez John and his
wife on a mountaintop in West Virginia (ie, truly off the grid; SLTOA search and rescue
drones were launched immediately), vice president David Yannayon stepped up, took
charge and ran a darn good meeting.
The proceedings started at 7:01 PM with eight initially in attendance. Executive
Committee members in attendance included David, Treasurer Maria Moore and Membership Coordinator Stephen Moore; Secretary Mark Morgan checked in late, at SLP
7:30
PM. As there was no formal agenda, the group focused on voting for a new treasurer
and affirming the proposed new bylaws.

Previous Meeting Minutes
Not presented, secretary didn’t log in until 7:30

Treasurer’s Report
By John Willerton
Did you make it to the Polar Bear
Run? If you did, you will have to agree
it was a really nice route that was fun
every minute of the drive. Maybe we
can drive it again in the summer.
In February, the stark beauty of the
winter landscape in Missouri was spectacular. As we drove the Polar Bear
Run, It was truly enjoyable finding
those high vantage points on the road
to look across the hills and see each
consecutive range of hills recede further and further in the distance. The
scenery we saw was all shades of grey
and brown with stands of Missouri
pines that added a touch of green. The
only color changes to the landscape
came from the added blues, reds, silvers, and whites of the Triumphs, MGs,
Miatas, Healeys, BMWs.
(Continued on page 13)

In Memoriam
R.W. “Kas” Kastner

Maria reported the club $4,198.94 in the General Account and $595.63 in the Events
account. Recent withdrawals: $125.00 for gift card purchases at the winery during the
Polar Bear Run.

Membership Report
Steve Moore reported 110 Total Members, 90 paid thru 2021, 1 paid thru 2022, 20
members outstanding. He is generating a list of the 20 with contact information is being generated and other members will make the calls to invite their renewal.



A deadline of the end of March 2021 was given before the unpaid names would be
removed from the active member list.



Another idea was suggested by Lee Fox to send an email with the notification that
the monthly newsletter would no longer be delivered without payment. Stephen
Moore was going to get the text used by the STL MG club from Lee and generate
a SLTOA email for distribution.



Lee: For the MG club renewals a couple of months ago, we went out the newsletter with the old JC Whitney, “This may be your last newsletter!” announcement,
We got amazing results.



Stephen Paur said he knew a Sicilian leg-breaker who could probably assist with
the effort. Stephen Moore responded, “I just send my wife.”



NOTE: After the meeting Stephen Moore corrected the membership count to 109,
19 unpaid for 2021

DF

Events
Everyone that participated in the Polar Bear Run was very happy with the drive and
day. A big Well-Done all around.
A home drive by was mentioned for a Missouri "Car Guy" that is losing a battle with
cancer that is being put together for Sat 20 March by the Misfit Toys Car Club. It will
be in Warrenton, MO. Cars are to meet at the Warrenton Outlet Mall on the South Outer Rd of I70 at 09:00. Stephen Moore is going to provide a blast with the details.
The Great Race was mentioned again by Stephen Paur for 22 Jun at Cape Girardeau.
He will be attending and invited others in the club to join in.
Kevin Blume noted "The Mitty" an annual event of vintage sports car racing at Road
Atlanta on 23 April 2021. He said it was a full day of racing from 07:00 to 05:30PM and
that all attendees would have a chance to take their own sports cars out on the track
for a circuit. Now that sounds like fun!
Lee Fox noted the St Louis MG Club's Annual Missouri Endurance Rally 24 April 2021.
He said he didn't want "his to be the only "6" out there". He also noted that several
folks from Chicago were coming to STL for the Rally. Refer to SLTOA Website for further information

30 August 1928-11 April 2021
Racer, Engineer, Triumph
Competition Manager, “The
Man”

Old Business – Club Bylaws
Following discussion on the bylaws, the participants agreed to postpone a final vote
of acceptance due to a lack of a quorum (nine members).
(Continued on page 12)
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SLTOA Tech Session—27 February 2021
Saturday the 27th, gorgeous day in mid-America and 17
of the St Louis Triumph faithful gathered at It’s Alive Automotive on St Charles Rock Road for the first club tech session of 2021. Yes, social distancing was observed and
yes, everyone had a mask as owner Jeff Homsher took the
crowd through a number of subjects, ranging from one end
of the shop floor to the other. Jeff also made a point of
showing off his post-knee surgery mobility cart, complete
with bell, horn and red and green running lights.
Jeff started off by announcing that, due to the volume of
work and lack of room in the existing facility, he’d bought
another building. As part of reorganization, he and his staff
will identify cars for sale, cars that can go into the next
building over and cars which can go into long-term storage
at the new fac. He also stated a requirement for additional
employees – It’s Alive hired four in the last six months –
adding his current group of employees were “…the best
crew we’ve ever had.” He hopes to find three or four more
people, including a manager for the body shop component.
Jeff would really like to hire an overall shop manager; he
said that’d free him up to spend more time actually working
on the cars.

For the record, it’s a ‘39 DeSoto

Getting your car out of storage constituted topic one.
Jeff stated you start by checking the fuel (“smell the gas”);
if it’s been in the tank less than six months, not a big deal
but be prepared to empty and clean the tank. Old/bad fuel
locks up the intake valves, at which point you’re talking
major work. Concerning liner material for the tank, he said
he used to think it was a good idea but as replacement
tanks are reasonably inexpensive, replacing your gas tank
is probably the best way to go.
Second, check the other fluids and then start the car,
just don’t rev the engine right away. He added (in the first
of a series of attaboys for Harbor Freight) that there was a
neat $15 tool that allowed you to check the manifold temperature at each exhaust port; that would tell you if the
cylinder was firing properly. After that, check the dwell
and advance. If you hear any possible valve tapping, Harbor Freight has a “steel stethoscope” which allows you to
isolate the tapping or any other strange noises.
After some back and forth over checking and maintaining
carbs, Jeff moved into vehicle cosmetics. When it comes
to buffing your car, he recommended using a random orbital (available from Harbor Freight for $60!), using either a
micro-fiber or foam pad. The key with the micro-fiber is to
blow it out regularly and don’t allow wax to cake (short
version: “Just be careful not to screw it up”).
Concerning rust repair, he was succinct: “If the frame is
rusting, don’t’ mess with it. We can easily hit $5000 doing
rust repair on frames. He added that Triumph bodies are
“incredibly complicated” to work on and the work is very
expensive: “People come in all the time and say, ‘I want
you to restore my car.’ My response is usually ‘I doubt it.’”
He recommended get the car running, then sit down and
determine how much frame/body work you really want and
how much you’re willing to spend. Jeff added that big
Healeys and TR4s/250s “are a bear” and its’ very easy to
get upside down on the repairs. “Rust bubbles? Not worth
repainting the whole car. Blend, repair and spot paint.”
Finally, transmissions, starting with a discussion on TR6
transmissions/components; when disassembling a trans(Continued on page 6)
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Tech Session (Continued from page 5)
mission, buy new c-clips, synchros, thrust washers, etc. He then segued into describing overdrive components and how they
work. The main point was transmissions are easy to rebuild.
We finished up with a quick Q&A and story-telling session, followed by a few more minutes of tire-kicking out in the lot between
the buildings. All in all, a well-spent Saturday morning, our thanks to Jeff for the presentation and tour of It’s Alive.

Forget TR250s, Jeff’s cornering the
market on DeSotos...

Speaking of TR250s, some assembly
required...
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Letter from Belgium: Lost Places
Lost Places—Last Exit Nessonvaux

By Jan Meesters
I am a member of the Triumph-TR Interessengemeinschaft
Südwest e.V. (Interest Group Southwest), Germany, the TR
Registry of Belgium and, since the beginning of 2021, the
SLTOA in America. It is unbelievable, but true! I fell very honored.

Text and photos: Klaus D. Jansen and Jan Meesters

Background
The decision for this trip to Nessonvaux came about when
Jan Meesters found a local historical book about racing driver
Jos Göttgens from Vaals, the Netherlands. Jan personaly
knew of the former hotelier and racing driver and went to
school with one of the Göttgens boys. Tragically, his father
Jos was fatally injured at the 1957 Mille Miglia in Florence,
Italy. Back then he (Göttgens) drove a TR2 quite successfully
at various racing events including Spa Francorchamps,
Reims, Nürburgring and, of course, the Mille Miglia (see “Jos
Göttgens: The Rest of the Story,“ Exhaust Notes, December
2012).

A couple of years back several of us participated in a return
visit to the Impéria Museum in Nessonvaux, Belgium, organized
by the Sudwest group of Aachen. Aachen is located near the
“border triangle, where Germany, the Netherlands and Belgium
meet. I live in the Belgian region. During a ride or rallye in our
Euroregion you always see old-timers from these three countries.
These cars can be recognized by the different licence plates:


Germany – White background with black inscription.
The first letters indicate the city they came from.



Netherlands – The normal car registration has a yellow background with black inscription. Vintage cars,
dark blue background with white inscription (these are
the original old timer plates)



Belgium – White background with red inscription (first
letter O=old timer plate)

After the racing history of Jos Göttgens was researched,
the car was of course also of interest - the Triumph TR2 with
the identification number TS-4392-LN. The 4392 indicated a
production date from November 1954. The "L" meant "lefthand drive" and the "N"? Yes - the "N" indicated the TR2 as
a vehicle from license production at Impéria in Nessonvaux/
Belgium. This meant that TS-4392 went to Belgium for
assembly as a kit (CKD) to Belgium came and assembled
there in early 1955 has been. The documents show that the
TR2 on 21. April 1955 was delivered - exterior color white,
trim geranium, black hood, engine number TS4629E with
spark plugs LODGE No. 47, Alfin brake drums all around and
Koni shock absorbers on the front axle - a good base for
racing. The photo also shows that the factory Impéria the
Racing driver Jos Göttgens with his TR2 supported. By doing
Joseph and Henri Decerf played one decisive role, but more
on that later. So what about car manufacturing in
Nessonvaux? at Impéria? This story was also presented in
detail after the remains of the factory and the small private
museum in person had been inspected.

Spring trip
“When are we going to go out again together? Last year
was great!” So the topic came up in the winter months on the
agenda of the Aachener department of the TRIUMPH I.G.
Südwest e.V. After a short vote, the goal was clear: we
wanted to immerse in the past and production of the Triumph
in Nessonvaux, Belgium. Date: May 19, 2019! Organization:
Jan Meesters, as he was there before! Invitations go out Feedback comes in - the response is great!

For example, the TR3A on the left has the “O” (oldtimer) designation on the license plate, while the Triumph 1800 on the right bears
an English registration. Normally, it has a German plate affixed
(photos by Jan Meesters)

We met shortly after 9 AM on May 19, 15 international
teams at the kart track in Vaals, a colorful selection of
Triumph production and Vaals - a colorful selection from
Triumph production and other British sheet metal: Triumph
Roadster 1800, TR3, TR3A, TR4, TR250, TR6, as well as
two representatives of the Morris Garage – a Morris estate
and an MGA – impressive! Followed by a greeting, getting to
know each other, coffee, drive documents, questions - as
always, the time is tight before we go. Each team has a route
plan for the 30 miles to Nessonvaux, but we try to stay
together. \
From the karting track in the Netherlands we drive over the
three-country point (NL/ D B) to Gemmenich in Belgim. From
now on, the sun is shining and clouds are losing. But haven't
we lost two teams? Indeed, but after 20 minutes everyone is
back together and it goes on - we drive through a picturesque

The start of the trip was at a go kart track in Vaals, the Netherlands.
In the background the flags for the Netherlands, Belgium, Germany
and again, the Netherlands.
Here’s the full write-up:

(Continued on page 8)
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Lost Places (Continued from page 7)

Henri Decerf tells us back then it was something special to
work at Impéria and the workforce was a really tight-knit
community. Everyone was Impéria! So does the Decerf family:
Father Joseph Decerf had worked for a long time for Impéria
and son Henri began his apprenticeship as a mechanic there in
1946, right after the war. Henri's sister was also employed in
the automobile factory, so even after after work, all
conversations are actually just “about the work.“

area to Charneux. Good; the half distance is done. It´s
towards noon when we reached “MUSÉE - Les amis des
ancêtres” in Walloniaand our triumphant troop is already
expected.

Henri further reported in the early 1950s, he received a
promotion to car tester. tester. In addition to manufacturing the
various car models, they were also serviced at Impéria, with
warranty work carried out for customers along with factory
support for several Triumph motorsport drivers like Robert
Leidgens, Freddy Roussel, Claude Dubois and Josef Göttgens.
All of them found success in TR2s assembled from kits in
Nessonvaux, delivered by Triumph in Coventry. Henri Decerf
actually accompanied Jos Göttgens on almost all major circuits
in Europe.
Henri remembered: You were never satisfied with how the
SU carburettors in the TR2. He told us with a smile,

Museum

One day Ken Richardson (race director at Triumph
and competitor in races) was visiting with his TR2
(OVC 276) for a discussion at the factory. I secretly
disassembled his carburettor to find out what jet
needles they use for competition vehicles - a bit of
factory espionage, but yeah.

Dany Hody is the head of the museum. He manages the
restaurant and conducts tours. Together with Dany Mosbeux,
he is an inexhaustible resource with knowldge of Impéria. The
leadership through the museum is being translated into
German and brings some interesting anecdotes to light. E
xciting stories from the middle of the last century

After the factory closed in 1958, Henri Decerf opened his
own Citroën company. Later on, he added Vauxhall, Bedford
and Pontiac. 1997 more or less ushered in retirement.
A moving moment at the end of our visit to this small
museum: We presented Henri Decerf and the museum with a
poster, depicting Jos Göttgens and Henri Decerf at various
racing events in the 1950s.

For "clarification," in the truest sense of the word. An older
gentleman – okay, actually, all of the gentlemen present here
today are from older semesters (with a few exceptions) – so
the really older man is 88 years old and is modest in the
background . It's Henri Decerf, former employee at Impéria
and, more importantly, one of the mechanics on the team of
racing driver Jos Göttgens. We feel it is a privilege to be in the
presence of a contemporary of this era of automobile history
and with it to be able to speak.

Poster presentation, from the left: Dany Hody, Henri Decerf, Jan
Meesters and Klaus Jansen.
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Return trip
A short trip leads us to the remnants of the once imposing
Impéria factory. We take some photos in front of the factory
gate (never in use) with above on top in red it heading
“IMPÉRIA.“ After so many years, Henri Decerf is happy to be
standing before the factory gate alongside a TR.
We say goodbye to our thoughtful hosts in the valley of the
Vesdre to move forward again 60 years. The return trip is quiet
with a stop at Castle Bolland - the ideal backdrop for a TR
panorama photo. The little hunger announces itself slowly. The
restaurant is not far anymore and we have reserved: outside
for the oldies (cars) and indoors for the driver with co-driver.
And then we get a storm with a downpour. We sit dry; at least
above the feet. Water enters the restaurant. But fortunately as
fast as it came, the thunderstorm is gone.

We leave and the remaining miles on the way home are “a
piece of cake”. What remain are the memories of a beautiful,
eventful Day - and a little sadness. Will we Henri see back
again.

Addendum
Jan saw him again! In early July 2019, with Joop Göttgens,
one of Jos Göttgens' sons, Jan drove to Nessonvaux again.
They have with Henri Decerf in the museum many memories
and still unknown details exchanged - what an experience.
Our special thanks to Frédéric Reydellet for information from
his book Les Triumph en Competition, Tome 2, www.
fredericreydellet.blogspot.com.
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Backwards Glance: The Devin-Triumph
Have you ever had the urge to build your own car? Perhaps
something of a pavement ripper with Ford or Chevy V8 power,
or perhaps with a rear-mounted VW, Porsche or even Corvair
engine? A car for competition and/or cruising? Well, thanks to
people like Bill Devin, one of the pioneers in the development
of fiberglass sports car bodies, there have been plenty of opportunities over the past 65 or so years.
William E. “Bill” Devin Jr, born on 13 November 1915 in
Rocky, Oklahoma, learned to work on cars at an early age and
gained skills as welder. Post-high school employment with
Douglas Aircraft plus a tour in the US Navy as a machinists
mate taught him additional skills that translated well to working
on cars.
Devin started racing a Crosley Hotshot in August 1953, winning a race at Buchanan Field near Concord, California. Later
that year he “graduated” to a Ferrari 212 Vignale Coupe formerly owned by Phil Hill. In 1954, he acquired a DeutschBonnet Le Mans; Devin built a ladder frame for the French
car’s 745cc engine and running gear, fabricated a replacement
body and started producing Devin-Panhards in his shop in
South El Monte, California. He started racing one of his own
cars in October 1955 at a number of courses but, after December 1956’s Bahamas Speed Week, decided to concentrate on
his growing business.

engines and the Devin C, designed for a flat six out back.
Other models were suitable for employment of LBC engines
and components, including MG and Austin-Healey. According to Ben Branch, writing in Silodrome,
One of the keys to Bill Devin’s success was in his
mould design. Rather than a large single mould he
developed a complex system of 50 parts that could be
assembled in a wide variety of ways to create bodies
that were wider or narrower, longer or shorter, meaning they could be made to fit a huge variety of chassis
– from small British roadsters to much larger American
cars.
Devins proved highly popular in SCCA racing and became
associated with several famous names. They included Ak
Miller, who drive a Devin Special Miller-Hanson with a 7-liter
Olds V8 stuffed up front; Rodger Ward,; Lew Spencer; Gary
Gove; Jerry Titus; and Dave MacDonald. John Brophy – of
later Kastner-Brophy Racing Team fame – drove a Devin, as
did John Sinclair who ran a Devin-Triumph in the E Modified
class at west coast SCCA races.

Devin-TR2 (photo: ConceptCarz)
1954 Devin-Panhard, Monterey Historic Races (photo: ConceptCarz)
Things kind of
exploded
from
there; within short
order Devin offered
a pretty substantial
assortment of vehicles, both in kit form
and completely built
up. Did you want a
new body for your
TR2/3/4?
Devin
could provide it.
Looking for a body/
chassis combination
in which to install
your chosen engine? No problem.
At one point,
Devin offered 27
different
models/
combinations (!), including the V8-powered Devin SS, initially
built with a chassis manufactured in Belfast, Northern Island.
He also produced the Devin D for VW or Porsche 4-cylinder
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How’d the Devin-Triumph drivers do? According to records,
George Duncan debuted one at the 9th Santa Barbara Sports
Car Road Races (held on the former MCAS Santa Barbara)
on 1 June 1958 in class E Modified. He finished the combined BM/CM/DM./EM event in 11th place. He followed up at
Laguna Seca on 15 June with a 12th place finish. At the 11th
running of the Santa Barbara races, 30 May 1959, John V.
Sinclair finished 12th.
Canadian Dan Shaw had better luck with his 1991-cc Triumph-powered Devin. At the 14 June 1959 Montreal MG Car
Club Formula Libre event at St Eugene, he finished 3 rd behind Dave Greenblatt in a first-generation Corvette and winner Jean Guy Pilon in a Jaguar D-Type. Not bad! On 5 July
1959, Shaw took the checkered flag at London Auto Sports
Club Green Acres, Ontario, race, beating Corvettes driven by
Americans Bob Clift and L.D. Morrisett.
The following year, at the 26 June Pacific Coast Championship Pomona Sports Car Races, Jim Chaffee notched a third
place/1st in class. Doug Hooper took the flag in a Corvette,
followed by Art Saylor in a similar car. H.C. Sanderson rang
up the last recorded Devin-Triumph victory in an SCCA race
on 9 May 1965 at Selfield. However, the cars– with all sorts
of engine combinations—remain popular in vintage racing.
(Continued on page 11)

2019. The mods included a TR6 clutch, Panhard bar, electronic ignition system, 15-in Panasports with Dunlop racing
tires and Weber
42 DCOE carbs
on TWM intake
manifolds.

Dan Shaw in his Devin-Triumph at Harewood Acres 500 Km, Jarvis, Ontario, 9 May 1959 (photo via Racing Sports Cars)
Devin developed his last new car, the Devin GT coupe, in
1964. He immediately received an order for 60 of the cars
from Imported Motors of Greenwich, Connecticut, but was unable to round up adequate financing and defaulted on the order.

With the car
holding certification for events
held by the Sports
Car Vintage Racing
Association
(SVRA) and the
Vintage Auto Racing
Association
Photos: Bring A Trailer
(VARA),
one
could
possibly
consider this the
ultimate Triumph
conversion, also
perfected for entry
in one of the local
autocross series.
Initial bidding on
BAT quickly went
to $5000 and
eventually topped
out at $18,500,
but that amount didn’t clear the owner’s reserve, no surprise.
If you’re looking, your best bet is to keep an eye on the various
special interest/collector car classifieds.
Showing up at September’s All British Car & Cycle Show in
a Devin-Triumph would undoubtedly cause a highly enjoyable
uproar. It’d certainly be worth it, eh?

The one-off 1964 Devin GT coupe (photo by Chad Horwedell)
In total, Bill Devin produced about 125 cars, the majority in
kit form, prior to his death at age 85 on 24 November 2000.
Following his passing, a group of owners acquired the assets
of the company from his widow and formed Devin Cars LLC.
In 2020, Kevin Callahan purchased the company with the intent of resuming production in the former Reading Truck body
plant in Abington, Pennsylvania, north of Philadelphia.

Sources: Bring A Trailer; Devin Sports Cars, https://
devinsportscarsllc.com; “Devin Sports Cars Lives,” Rare Car
Network, 9 June 2020; Glen Waddington, “Talk of the Devin,”
Octane, n.d.; “1957 Devin Triumph Special, ConceptCarz,
n.d.; Racing Sports Cars, https://www.racingsportscars.com/.
Devin Sports Cars LLC, https://devinsportscarsllc.com/; Ben
Branch, “Project Car: A 1956 Devin Triumph Racer – Would
You Take It On?” Silodrome, n.d.;

Triumph-powered Devins show up at auction periodically. At
the 2016 Amelia Island auction, one example built on TR2
components sold for $68,750. In early March, Bring a Trailer
(www.bringatrailer.com) advertised a 1956 Devin-Triumph.
Bring A Trailer (www.bringatrailer.com) hit another home run in
early March, with an advert for a 1956 TR3 in a Devin body. A
previous owner converted the car for vintage racing around
2001-2004 and it went to the current owner in the UK in late

SLTOA Blog:

News, commentary, events, opinion and seasoned immaturity. Www.sltoa.org/blog/

St Louis Triumph Owners Association

Proud member club, St Louis Sports Car Council
www.stlscc.org

The 1956 Devin-Triumph (photo via Bring A Trailer)
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Minutes (Continued from page 4)

New Business
David Pollard self-nominated for the position of club treasurer and was seconded by member David Massey.



A unanimous vote of the attending members confirmed the nomination and David is now the new SLTOA Treasurer.



He will be working with Maria Moore over the next couple months to become familiar with accounts and records.



Stephen Moore stated that he was stepping down as Membership coordinator after seven years of service. He agreed to stay
on until the club finds a replacement, but he does plan to “retire”



David Yannayon stated that he would refer the matter to John Willerton to take up at the next monthly meeting.



A search for a new Membership Coordinator has begun. Anyone interested please contact Stephen Moore, John Willerton,
David Yannayon or any member of the Executive Committee for referral and nomination.

The meeting concluded at 7:41 PM, the general consensus was everyone was looking forward to good weather and good driving. Accolades to David for running a good meeting on short notice. (and, thanks to David for taking notes of the proceedings!
MK/ed)

DILBERT

by Scott Adams
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They’re All Works In Progress...
Here we go with the monthly updates on members’ cars, taken from the monthly meeting.

Dave Massey—The TR8 is running (cheers from the Zoom
attendees). The temp sensor had a broken wire in it, the ECU
thought it was –67 degrees out and flooded the engine. I now
have a windshield, need to get it installed.
YFE—Brake lights are still in operative, the TR8 probably won’t
be ready by the first BSCC autocross (rats!). Sooo, the plan is
to ID an open weekend, get the car out of the garage for a
wash/wax, clean the interior, clean under the hood, and then
use a soldering iron and one of those magical mystery electric
meters to resolve the problem with the brake lights. Rebuild of
steering rack to follow, along with general suspension repairs/
upgrades.
Stephen Moore—Still struggling with TR3, trying to get the
engine back from the builder, should be next week or two.
Meanwhile, I’m attempting to put a transmission together for
the car and its fighting me. I ordered new bearings—it’s a TR6

trans—for full synchro. Ordered the bearings from Moss Motors, they didn’t fit. I should’ve known better to force them on
but I did anyway and they didn’t seat.; they were anywhere
around 1/32—1/8 of an inch from seating on the clip. I pulled
them off, bought a set from TRF and learned BPNW had the
same bearings Moss offered. TRF said “They were superior
bearings” (they also had a superior price, but they did fit). I
also found when I brought the counter shaft up, I knocked a
couple of needle bearings off the main shaft. I’ll eventually
have ’59 TR3 with a ’71 TR6 trans and a ’64 TR4 O/D
David Yannayon—Making progress on the second TR6,
Waiting on parts, lots of stuff on back order, things are finally
starting to flow in. I replaced the entire brake system, fuel system, both full of rust...the car sat outside for 24 years. The
garage is 5 percent complete, running power out of the house.



Dave Massey: “You’ll thank yourself when you’re done.”



Steve Moore: “Will probably have a drink or two.”



David Yannayon: “That’s already started.”

Admit It, You Want This Car
Bidding
hit
$17,500 almost immediately following
posting. The final
price for the car
came in at $57,500.

(Musings continued from page 4)

I don’t know how everyone else felt about the social aspect
of the Polar Bear Run, but I found myself feeling a little awkward with “social distancing”. I wasn’t sure how to approach
people. I was asking myself, should I go up and talk to people or give them their “safe” space? There were people at the
event that I did not know, but would like to get to know.

Bring A Trailer (www.bringatrailer.com) does it again, this
time posting an ex-John Buffum TR8 rally car in mid-March.
Buffum ran the car during his championship 1979 and 1980
seasons; the car then went through a series of owners in Florida, North Carolina and Belgium. It was restored between
2017 and 2018 and ran in the 2018 Eifel Rally in Germany
before moving to the US in the fall of 2020.
The engine’s a replacement 4.8L dry-sump Rover V8 with
quad Weber 48s, ITG air filters and an oil cooler. Other mechanical features include a 4-speed transmission, Bilstein
shocks, Wilwood master cylinder, AP calipers fore and Lockheed calipers aft, slotted rotors, full roll cage, electrical cut-off
switch and an intercom system. The car rode on 13-inch Panasports and came with full written/photo documentation of its
refurbishment, a March 2021 letter from Buffum and a New
Hampshire title which, interestingly enough, ID’d the car as a
1976 TR7 (the VIN tag was pulled from a wrecked TR7).
AND, the purchaser got a copy of the November 1980 Road &
Track, which featured the car in a comparison test with a
Group 44 TR8.
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Vintage car owners are multifaceted people. Everybody
has a great story about how they got into their particular
marque’ and how they keep it running. Those are just some
of the stories I would like to hear. Beyond those stories about
cars, members have other interests, such as collecting beer
steins, beer making, photography, volunteering, or quilting.
With the development of COVID vaccines and the fact that
so many people adhere to mask wearing and social distancing, the club is ready to take steps to meet in-person for our
regular meeting. Many of us are still tentative about making
this first step, but meeting in-person is the plan for our regular
meeting this month (April 20th). The location is still pending,
but we are determined to make it a “go”. We still need to be
cautious, but we have been given the tools to meet safely.
We hope to see you all there.

Become a VTR Member

TR Humor

The Vintage Triumph Register has its benefits. A national
club of Triumph enthusiasts spanning the globe needs you
as a member. Affiliate club membership is not automatic
membership with VTR.
Some of the benefits: The Vintage Triumph Magazine, our
award-winning, bi-monthly color publication.
2020 VTR National Convention in Galena, Illinois.
Access to a large number of local clubs.
Website with reference material and members-only
sections
Record Trace Certificates TR2/TR3/TR3A/TR3B
Factory trace documents on other Triumph models no
longer available
Clothing, regalia, exclusive items
Specific vehicle consultants and experts
Sign up at https://vintagetriumphregister.org

Dave Massey declared a Cars & Coffee
up at Westport a couple of weekends
back. He said proper social distancing
was observed and it was a big success.
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TWS Gathering 2021
Come celebrate 30 yrs of The Wedge Shop with good friends and cool
cars in the mountains of Vermont!
June 10-13 2021—Kitzhof Inn—West Cover, VT
Register and Book Accommodations Here:
https://www.thewedgeshop.com/event-registration.html

The Wedge Shop—Fast.British.Reliable—Since 1990
111 Dean St (Rear) Taunton, MA 02780 Contact@TheWedgeShop.com tel (508)880-5448
The Wedge Shop Copyright 2021. All Rights Reserved
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SLTOA Classifieds
74 TR6—Mimosa with dark

chestnut,
51,000
miles,
bought from original owner in
1988. Frame off restoration in
1900. Ran when parked last
fall, will start and run on carb
cleaner now. Also have a 71
TR6 roller on RATCO frame.
Bought as stalled project, plan
was to swap this frame to my
‘74. Body is very rough. Also
have a 30-year collection of
books, parts and miscellaneous stuff to go with the cars.
Cars in the in the vicinity of
Cape Girardeau, $10,000 for the lot or open to offers of a good
home. Call Jim Long (573)820-0148 or email longroadhomefarm@gmail.com (2012).

80 TR7—79,000 miles, new

top, tires in excellent condition, interior in good condition,
5-speed. Asking $5750, in
Liberty, MO (NE Kansas City),
see
https://
classics.autotrader.com/classic-cars/1980/triumph/
tr7/101356057 (AutoTrader) (2011)

69
Austin-Healey
Sprite—The time has

come to sell the 1969 AH
Sprite.
Purchased in
2006, restored with complete unibody rotisserie
restoration and finished
in Dupont “Warp Speed
Blue.”
Every nut, bolt
and component was removed, cleaned, rebuilt
and/or replaced. There were lots of upgrades to improve drivability. It’s a proven show winner and long distance driver.
Rebuilt 1275 engine bored 0.020,” blue interior with matching
leather seats, pattern copied from original seats (Southtown
Upholstery), custom mahogany dash with earlier Sprite tach
and speedo. Datsun 5-speed tranny, electronic ignition, aluminum radiator. Modern radio (hidden under passenger side
dash), added oil temp gauge and clock, aircraft style switches
on dash (very dependable!), fog lights. Valve job and no-lead
head installed in spring 2020, well maintained. The result is a
luxury Sprite! Asking $8000, contact Bruce Hamper, Kirkwood, (314)822-4831 or brucehamper@gmail.com. (2011)

overnight for $10. About 5” deep, 8” tall and 12” wide. $50,
call Creig (314) 401-7817 or email creig55@live.com (1911).

For Sale—Triumph springs. Andy

Ackerman tells me they fit Triumphs
but I don’t know which model. They
came out of my MGB and clearly didn’t belong there. I’m selling them for
$20 for the pair, contact Steve Cross
at
(314)698-6657
or
svcross528@gmail.com (2011)

Best of CraigsList
Awesome 1974 Custom Jensen Healey Ford Cobra
V8 Hot Rod Trade?—AMAZING Custom 74 Jensen Healey
Restomod in Awesome condition. Custom built using all modern Mustang Cobra components with rebuilt drivetrain and
Suspension! Ford 302 and T5 trans... Restored, Quality Rust
Free and Accident Free car in wonderful condition. Professional High End Custom build is reliable and strong and can be
used easily as a daily driver, weekend cruiser, track day car or
addition to any collection. Excellent running/driving car... handles excellent and super fast... 5 speed manual.! Old School
looks with modern reliability. 74 means no smog...Serious
buyers can call me but no tire kickers please... 310 85zero
898zero... VIDEO AVAILABLE I'll consider interesting trade
but no junk or projects please... motorcycles, sports cars, classic, rod etc.Thanks! In Beverly Hills, California, $26,950
(Craigslist) (2104)

For Sale—1500 Spitfire/Midget
transmission, free.
Contact
Andrew
Yates
at
aly88.8N@outlook.com (2101)

For

Sale—These batteries
were sold several years ago by
The Roadster Factory for a premium price to people who wanted a genuine Lucas battery for
their classic British car. So, the
battery is old, but it has never
had acid in it so it is functionally
new. Ellis Battery in Arnold can
fill the battery and charge it
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Membership Information
We certainly hope that you will want to join the ranks of other proud Triumph owners, or for
members, use this page to renew your membership of the St. Louis Triumph Owners Association
(SLTOA). An annual membership fee of $20.00, due each January, covers your membership dues the calendar year.
As a member, you will received the SLTOA monthly news letter Exhaust Notes, which includes:


Articles about SLTOA drives and events, both planned and past



Schedules for regional and national Triumph and British car events



Technical tips and tech sessions



Feature articles on Triumph vehicle, personalities and competition history



For sale / want ads, free to members of SLTOA

You and yours will be able to participate with other SLTOA members in:


SLTOA touring drives



Monthly SLTOA club meetings, held every third Tuesday evening at selected, area restaurants



Local, regional, and national British car shows and conventions



The SLTOA Annual Picnic Meeting



The annual SLTOA Holiday party at a club subsidized rate



The club-sponsored web site, with event and activity details and access to the club’s private email list for
quick communications with other SLTOA members

You will receive the SLTOA Membership Directory, updated annually and made available following the

close of the annual membership drive.

Members using Facebook also have access to the SLTOA Facebook site.

Join or Renew your SLTOA Membership today!
Payment for dues may be made by mail, at meetings, or by using the PayPal option on the club web
page. Dues including email delivery of Exhaust Notes every month are $20 annually. Payment by PayPal will include a processing fee.
Be advised, we can no longer offer to mail newsletters to new members via the US Postal Service. Current members who have been receiving the newsletter via U. S. Mail will grandfathered and will continue
to receive the newsletter via mail, however the membership rate will increase to $35.00 annually.
Send payment to:

SLTOA .
750 La Feil Dr
Manchester,
Missouri 63021
Attn: Membership

For the directory, upon joining/renewing, please provide your address, contact information including email and number and year/model of your Triumph, or Triumphs (feel free to list any other special interest/collectable vehicles you
may have in your possession).
If you have any questions about membership, please contact SLTOA treasurer Maria Moore at:
Moore.maria001@outlook.com

We’ll see you out there!
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Next Meeting
Tuesday 20 April @ 7 PM

The Post Sports Bar & Grill
763 Old Ballas Rd
Creve Coeur
(314) 765-1205
Screened outdoor seating, social
distancing, bring your mask

And Finally...
One of the more entertaining
aspects of bringing younger
enthusiasts into an LBC club is
demonstrating how we did engine
diagnostics prior to the onset of
laptop computers….

24

