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Calendar 

 

20 Feb 22—Polar Bear Run ’22.  SLTOA’s oldest continuously running event and traditional season-
opener. Scenic drive winding up at The Big Chief on old US 66 for food and the monthly meeting.  Open to all 
cars/clubs, see pg 3.  This will constitute February’s meeting.   

15 Mar 22—SLTOA monthly meeting, Llywelyn’s Pub, 17 W Moody Ave, Webster Groves.  Annual busi-
ness meeting/elections.  

Mar 22—SLTOA St Patrick’s Day Drive, details to follow.  

17 Apr 22—2022 MG-Triumph Challenge for the British Leyland Cup, in association with the annual HCCMO Forest 
Park Concours.   Traditional date for HCCMO’s big annual event, as of yet no confirmation or information on the concours, 
monitor http://hccmo.com/ and we’ll see what comes together. .  

21-24 Apr 22—South Central VTR Regional, in Boerne, Texas, hosted by the South Texas Triumph Association.  We’re 
taking full advantage of the beauty of the Texas Hill Country with breakfast and dinner drives, plus a fun event each day in-
cluding a gimmick rally, funkhana, autocross and, of course, a concours.  Call up http://sotxtriumphassn.org/2022-vtr-south-
central-region-convention/ for more information.  

9-12 Jun 22—TWS Gathering 2022, West Dover, Vermont.  The premier Triumph and Land Rover gathering in the north-
east, with a mix of back road drives, dinners and social events.  Keep an eye on www.thewedgeshop.com.  

11 Jun 22—Heartland All British Car & Cycle Show, hosted by the Kansas City Triumphs Sports Car Club, in association 
with the Heartland Jaguar Club Annual Concours d’Elegance.  On The Square at Crown Center, 9 AM to 2:30 PM.  Web 
page at www.heartlandallbritish.com.  

20-24 Jun 22—TRA National Meet, Gettysburg, PA.  Hosted by the Mason-Dixon Center TRA, host hotel the Wyndham Get-
tysburg.  Website www.miamivalleytriumphs.org/tra-2022.  

17 Jul 22—20
th

 Annual Kastner Cup, in association with the Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix, at Pittsburgh International Race 
Complex/”PitRace,” Wampum, PA.  Details to follow.  

29 Aug-01 Sept 22—VTR 2020/Roadsters Run the Ridges, in Galena, Illinois, hosted by the Illinois Sports Owners As-
sociation.  Visit https://www.vtr2022.org for more information.  Only 350 miles from St Louis…folks, this one demands a 
strong SLTOA contingent!   

8-10 Sept 22—Triumphest 2022, hosted by the Triumph Sports Car Club of San Diego, at the Dana Hotel & Marina, 1710 
Mission Bay Drive, SDO.  For info contact David Claypool at (858)922-6484 or dclaypool@san.rr.com.  Club web page at 
http://sandiegotriumphclub.com.   

19 Feb 22—Rescheduled MG Club of St Louis Holiday Party, at Maggiano’s Little Italy, 2 The Boulevard, Richmond 
Heights, 6-10 PM, free parking available Family style, pre-ordered menu and cash bar, food, drinks. Trivial Pursuit competition 
and camaraderie.  On the honor system, participants must be vaccinated; if not, the MG club will refund your reservation fee.  
Sign up online at www.stlouismgclub.com, $20 per person for members and guests, $35 for non-members.   

20 Feb 22—Jaguar Association of Greater St Louis I Got My Ass Kicked By A White Mule Rallye.  Meet at 9 AM at the St 
Louis BreadCo, 10740 Sunset Hills Plaza (SW corner of Watson Rd and Lindbergh) for coffee and a bagel, first car heads out 
at 9:45 AM.  Lunch at the White Mule Winery near Owensville, $20 per person for all you can eat fried chicken or roast been, 
lunch includes vegetables, salad, dessert and water, tea or soda.  Please RSVP to Jim Hendrix at jhendrix@curtispack.com 
(314)406-2481 or Phil Taxman at ssjagman@aol.com or (314)761-5913.   

24 Feb22—MG Club of St Louis RUBCO, 9:30 AM at Denny’s, 10575 Watson Road, St Louis.   

26 Feb 22—Coffee, Coffee & Cars, at Just Jags, 7113 N Hanley Rd, 9-11 AM.  

26 Feb 22—Caffeine & Chrome, Gateway Classic Cars of St Louis, 1237 Central Park Drive, O’Fallon, Illinois, 9 AM.   

28 Feb 22—Boeing Sports Car Club autocross awards, followed by cart racing.  At Victory Raceway, 8800 Watson Rd, 
5:30 PM.  If you plan to attend, please notify Racer Steve at sshab@yahoo.com.   

26 Mar 22—Coffee, Coffee & Cars, at Just Jags, 7113 N Hanley Rd, 9-11 AM.  

26 Mar 22—Caffeine & Chrome, Gateway Classic Cars of St Louis, 1237 Central Park Drive, O’Fallon, Illinois, 9 AM.   

27 Mar 22—First St Louis Region SCCA Autocross of the season, World Wide Technology Raceway.  Event fee $55, plus 
$15 weekend membership for non-SCCA members; online pre-registration is $45.  For more info, monitor https://
solo.stlscca.org/.  
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10 Apr 22—First BSCC Autocross of the season, Family Arena, St Charles.  Show around 9-9:30, $40 for six runs.  For more 
information or to get on the email list, contact Racer Steve at sshab@yahoo.com.  

16 Apr 22—Annual Gateway Healey Association Wash-Up/Tune-Up.  Traditional pre-Forest Park gathering for British car 
owners (or whatever other interesting vehicle you have).  Details TBD, keep an eye on www.gatewayhealey.com.  

16 Apr 22—St Louis Region SCCA Autocross No. 2, Family Arena, St Charles.  Event fee $55, plus a $15 weekend mem-
bership for non-SCCA members; online registration is $45.  For more info, monitor https://solo.stlscca.org/.  

17 Apr 22—Annual HCCMO Forest Park Concours, incorporating the 2022 MG-Triumph Challenge. Monitor http://
hccmo.com/ for confirmation on the concours.  

1 May 22—BSCC Autocross No. 2, Family Arena, St Charles.  Show around 9-9:30, $40 for six runs.  For more information 
or to get on the email list, contact Racer Steve at sshab@yahoo.com.  

21 May 22—St Louis Region SCCA Autocross No. 3, Family Arena, St Charles.  Event fee $55, plus a $15 weekend 
membership for non-SCCA members; online registration is $45.  For more info, monitor https://solo.stlscca.org/.  

Drive Your Triumph Day 
10 February 2022 

   As you may remember, a number of years ago, I encouraged members of our club to drive their 
Triumphs on February 10th, to celebrate Sir John Black’s Birthday, the man who organized 
Standard’s purchase of Triumph after WWI II, and went on to make the cars we enjoy driving 
today.   

   Drive Your Triumph Day has gained momentum and last year I received over 500 photos from 
all over the world.  Scotland, Ireland, the UK, New Zealand, Australia, South Africa, Uruguay, 
The Netherlands, Switzerland, Finland, Canada, the Czech Republic, and of course all over the 
USA.  I’m hoping we can increase that number again this year! 

   The concept is straightforward.  On Thursday, February 10th, go for a drive in your Triumph.  
Take a scenic drive on a country road or out to lunch, to the market, to work, wherever.  Go for a 
drive alone or in a big group from your local Triumph Club.  Take your spouse, buddy, child, 
grandchild or your dog, then take a photo. The photo is mainly of the car, and the owner or pas-
senger if possible, ideally in front of a cool spot, landmark, scenic view or in your driveway.  If 
it’s the middle of the winter where you live and your car is in hibernation, or in the middle of a 
restoration, take a photo of it in the garage.  

   Next step is to send a high-resolution photo to driveyourtriumphday@gmail.com, along with 
some basic information: owner’s name, year and model of car, and place photo was taken (city, 

state, country).  The photos will then be published not only in our club newsletter, but also in USA’s national magazine, The 
Vintage Triumph, and on the Drive Your Triumph Day website: https:driveyourtriumphday.shutterfly.com.  

         Rye Livingston 
         Triumph Travelers Sports Car Club 

Sir John Paul Black (©  The 
Macartney Archive) 

 
Sunday 20 February  

    10 AM—meet at the BP sta-
tion at Chesterfield Airport 
Road and Olive Street Road, 
west end of Chesterfield 

    Cars roll at 10:30 for a 28-
mile drive around west county, 
followed by lunch at the Big 
Chief Roadhouse  

    In the event of really bad 
weather/road conditions, back-
up day is 27 February.  

    See you out there.  The 
bear’s waiting!   
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Executive Committee Meeting 

By John Willerton 

   COVID raised its ugly head and 
affected SLTOA last month.  Think-
ing about the  number of omicron 
COVID cases in St. Louis and the 
vulnerability of many of our mem-
bers, caused us to pause and con-
sider whether to conduct our 
planned face-to-face meeting at 
Rosalita’s or not.  After polling the 
executive committee and other in-
terested persons, we came to the 
conclusion that holding an in-person 
meeting was a poor idea, so we 
canceled the meeting at the last 
minute.  

   We could have put together a 
Zoom meeting quite quickly.  All the 
necessary electronic preparations to 
have a  Zoom meeting were put in 
place by David Pollard.  The prob-
lem was, I was skeptical there 
would not be enough people joining 
in it to meaningfully conduct a meet-
ing.  It was pointed out to me that 
even if only a few people participat-
ed, it would still have been a worth-
while meeting for those who attend-
ed.  I’m sorry for the confusion, but 
going forward, we will have a better 

(Continued on page 11) 

Tues 11 January 

The meeting started at 6:40 PM, President John Willerton, Secretary Mark Morgan, Events 
Coordinator Creig Houghtaling and Webmaster Stephen Paur in attendance.  

Event planning—The group discussed a number of events and possible events.  

Polar Bear Run—We’ll run the same route as several years ago, starting at the BP sta-
tion near the outlet mall.  Backup/bad weather date is 20 February  

 NOTE: Event subsequently rescheduled from 13 Feb, Super Bowl Sunday, to 20 
Feb). 

 Add February: Drive Your Triumph Day, 10 Feb.   

 The officers also discussed a possible group drive, say to Forest Park, the Science 
Center (complete with a photo op in front of the Blue Angels FA-18A) 

Forest Park Concours—Easter Sunday, 17 April, no information on the Horseless 
Carriage Club of Missouri web page yet.  

 The secretary agreed to contact HCCMO to confirm the event/date 

 He’ll also attend the next Gateway Healey Association meeting to check on the annual 
wash-up/tune-up 

March/St Patrick’s Day—March 17th falls on Thursday this year, previous Sunday is 
the 13th.  Discussion followed on a possible St Patrick’s Day drive.  

May—Possible flowers run?  Drive to the Shaw Arboretum, then to Cedar Lake Winery in 
Gray’s Summit 

June—Possible evening drive to an ice cream place like Fitz’s.  

 Also, the annual Champaign British Car Festival’s taking place 4-5 June, Blooming-
ton 

How about participation in/drives to the various festivals around here?   

 SLP said he’d still like to set up a “gastro drive,” some restaurant out in the country 
that was “really cool” and had great food.   

 Discussion followed.  

January Meeting—SLP opened a discussion on how to conduct the 18 January meet-
ing, scheduled for Rosalitas 

 The group batted the idea of an in-person meeting or perhaps returning to a Zoom 
format, due to the rapidly spreading Omicron COVID variant 

 Decision made to hold the meeting at Rosalita’s as planned, each member use their 
own judgement on whether to attend or not.  Take normal precautions.  

Other possibilities for events: 
(Continued on page 10) 

President’s Musings 

On the Cover 

   Yr Fthfl Ed needed a bit of help putting the cover together for this month’s edition and put out the call (assisted by webmaster 
Stephen Paur) for “snow shots.”  As you can see, we wound up with a good assortment covering several winters.  My thanks to all 
who contributed; here are their comments:  

Larry Brown, red Spitfire 

Stephen Paur, green TR6 

Steve Ehrstein, yellow Spitfire: “Like the groundhog, it took a peep out and then went back to sleep.”  

Craig Ingraham, red TR6: “Great shot of a maniac sitting in the snow-covered landscape with his top down”  

Ken Suhre, TR3:  ‘How I found my ’56 TR3 on the off-post Fort Leonard Wood parking lot the day I mustered out of basic training.  
Even after a month on the lot, after digging her out, she started and took me home for leave before transferring to Fort Riley, Kan-
sas.”  
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Backwards Glance—The First Triumphs 

   Back in the earliest days of motorbicycles and autocars, the 
majority of the developers and producers of these powered 
vehicles got their start through the manufacturing and sale of 
other products.  For example, here in the states, the Stu-
debaker brothers produced coaches and wagons.  In England, 
William Morris got his start as a bicycle repairman before mov-
ing into motorbikes.  George Singer, founder of Singer Motors?  
He also built and sold bikes.  And then, of course, there was 
Triumph founder (and German émigré) Siegfried Bettman, who 
opened an export-import company, offering the British buying 
public bicycles and sewing machines.    

   In 1886, Bettman name his growing business the Triumph 
Cycle Company.  He moved operations to Coventry in 1888 
and, in 1902, had his employees fit a 2.2 hp, one-cylinder Mi-
nerva engine (of Belgian origin) along with associated running 
gear and controls to one of the company’s bikes.  Voila, the 
first Triumph motorcycle.  Subsequently, Triumph shifted to 
JAP engines (named for designer/manufacturer J.A. Prest-
wich), in advance of designing and manufacturing its own en-
gines.   

   The Triumph mo-
torbikes sold well, 
and within short or-
der Bettman and his 
staff started looking 
at expansion.  In 
1907, the reor-
ganized Triumph 
Engineering Compa-
ny occupied a sec-
ond plant, a former 
mill on Priory Street 
in Coventry.  Newer 
designs soon rolled 
out of the plant, in-
cluding a model pow-

ered by a 450cc engine; it proved quite popular in competition.  
However, the big break came in 1914, when the British Army 
placed orders for the 550cc Model H.  During the course of 
World War I, the company turned out over 30,000 of these 
“Trusty Triumphs;” their success sealed Triumph’s reputation, 
put the business on very solid financial footing and also put it 
in position to expand into automobile production.  

   In 1921, Triumph General Manager Claude Holbrook con-
vinced Bettman to acquire the assets and production of the 

Dawson Car Company, on Clay Lane.  Founded by Alfred 
John Dawson – formerly of Hillman – during the summer of 
1918 and incorporated in October 1919, that company sur-
vived long enough to build only one model, the 11-12.  Nota-
bly, the car came with a 1.8L overhead cam engine and three-
speed transmission and was available in a number of body 
styles.  Regrettably, it was expensive and didn’t sell very well 
with only 65 or so built.  Triumph didn’t continue production of 
the 11-12 but the company did make good use of the addition-
al facility, tooling and equipment.  

   The first car to bear the Triumph name hit English roads in 
1923.  Designated the 10/20 (for 10 taxable horsepower, 20 
actual horsepower), it measured 11’8” in length and was pow-
ered by a 1.4L, 23 hp side-valve four designed by Harry Ricar-
do.  Arthur Alderson did most of the design work, in associa-
tion with Alan Lea and Arthur Sykes of Lea-Francis; in return 
for their assistance, Triumph paid a royalty to Lea-Francis for 
every car built.  Power went to the rear axle via a four-speed 
transmission; the car was capable of just over 50 mph.  The 
models included the initial two-seater with rumble seat (in Eng-
land, “dickey seat”), a four-seat sports model and, in 1924, a 
four-seat saloon; all featured hydraulic brakes on the rear 
wheels, a first for British cars.  Triumph wound up selling about 
2500 of the 10-20s (and follow-on 13/35s and 15/50s) through 
1926.  

   In 1927, Triumph 
introduced the Su-
per Seven as direct 
competition for the 
Austin Seven.  As 
with its predeces-
sor, the vehicle 
came in a number 
of models/styles 
with power provid-
ed by a side-valve 
832cc engine.   

   The first truly 
sporting Triumph 
followed in 1929, 
with supercharged 
747cc engine, 

(Continued on page 6) 

The first powered Triumph conveyance.  Below, the Model H 
(British Army photo) 

Triumph 10-20 (Photo via Motor Car)  

What every proper well-dressed English mo-
torist should drive: a Triumph Super Seven 
(photo via Old Classic Car)  



 

6 

SLP 

SLP 

SLP 

SLP  JM 

appropriately designated the 2-Seater Sports.  Employing a 
chain-driven Cozette blower and designed for competition in 
under 750cc classes, the car had a three-speed transmission, 
semi-elliptical suspension up front and quarter-elliptical sus-
pension at the back. It also featured rear Lockheed hydraulic 
brakes, a first for British “sporting cars.”   

   Triumph only produced the supercharged sports model for 
two years but the entire Seven line lasted until 1934, with ap-
proximately 15,000 cars sold.  Triumph shipped a number to 
Australia in knocked-down form for local assembly; as in Brit-
ain, they were popular in auto racing.  

   Motor Sport published a review of the 1932 Super Seven 
and follow-on Super Nine in 1932:  

   The little sports 7 h.p. is continued in an improved 
form, and extra refinements have been added to the 
chassis and body which makes it one of the most at-
tractive miniature sporting cars on the road. The en-
gine, as before, is of 7.9 h.p. with side valves and a 
three-bearing crankshaft. The bore and stroke dimen-
sions are 56.5 mm. and 83 mm. (capacity 832.34 c.c.). 
The lubrication system has been very thoroughly 
worked out, and this no doubt accounts for the fact that 
the motor will stand any amount of high revs, without 
trouble. The engine is mounted on four "Silentbloc" 
bushes to damp out any vibration, and "Silentbloc" 
bushes are also incorporated in the suspension. Trans-

First Triumphs (Continued from page 5) mission is via a single plate clutch and a three-speed 
gearbox to an underslung worm-drive back axle. Lock-
heed hydraulic brakes, which have always been a Tri-
umph feature are retained. 

       As indicated, production of the supercharged Sports vari-
ant of the Seven only lasted two years.  Better sports models 
followed, including the Southern Cross in 1932, and the Gloria 
and Dolomite in 1934; conversely, financial problems forced 
the 1936 sale of Triumph’s bicycle and motorcycle manufactur-
ing divisions.  Postwar, following the acquisition of Triumph by 
Standard, Sir John Black pushed the design and production of 
sports cars, resulting in the legendary TR series.  Sad to say, 
2021 marked the 40th anniversary of the demise of the last 
Triumph sports cars, but the name lived on briefly with British 
Leyland’s 1981-1984 production of the Triumph Acclaim, a 
badge-engineered Honda Ballade/Civic sedan/saloon.    

   As for the motorcycle side of the Triumph house, the BSA 
Group acquired the brand in 1951.  In 1972, with the British 
motorcycle market collapsing, the Norton-Villiers-Triumph 
formed in an effort to keep several of the famous names in 
production.  A year later, after the chairman announced the 
closure of the Triumph plant, its workers went on strike and 
remained off the job for 18 months.   

   Manufacturing resumed in 1974 but, in 1983, the company 
went into administration.  English industrialist/home builder 
John Bloor acquire the name and manufacturing rights and 
resumed production of Triumph motorcycles in 1990, out of a 
factory in Hinkley, Leicestershire.  

 

Sources: Gregor Grant, British Sports Cars, Fifth ed, G.T. 
Foulis & Co, Ltd, London, 1958;  “Triumph Motorcycles Ltd.,” 
Company-Histories.com, n.d.; Tyler Malinky, “The History of 
Triumph Motorcycles,” Lowbrow Customs, 24 May 2021; Rac-
ing Sports Cars, https://www.racingsportscars.com; “Dawson 
Car Co,” Grace’s Guide to British Industrial History, n.d.; 
‘Triumph 10/20,” Motor Car, https://motor-car.net, n.d.; 
“Triumph Super Seven,” Classic & Sports Car, n.d.; “Super 
Seven & Super Eight Models—1927 to 1934,” Pre-194 Tri-
umph Motor Club, n.d. “Triumph Super Seven Saloon,” Old 
Classic Car, n.d.; “Models for 1932,” Motor Sports, October 
1931; Jeff Toll, “1929 Triumph Super 7 Imp Vintage Racing 
Car,” BrakeHorsePower, 19 July 2013.  

 

-  

Above: the first Triumph “sporting car:” the supercharged Super 
Seven Sports (photo via Pre-1940 Triumph Motor Club) Below: Su-
per Seven “Imp” race car (photo: Whiteman Park Motor Museum, 
Western Australia) 

Motor Car advertisement, October 1931 (via Classic Car Cata-
logue)  
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TR Tech    

My little blue Spitfire and her clutch problems. 

By Karl Schmitt 

   Back in the mid 80’s I bought a low mileage “basket case’ 
Triumph 1500 Spitfire, which was in need of a major renova-
tion. The work which I eventually completed included the ser-
vicing of the clutch hydraulic system, replacing the seals with 
new ones sourced from TRF, and adding DOT-5, silicone 
brake fluid. 

   Fast forward to about 2016 when a clutch disc exchange 
became necessary. About all I did to the clutch hydraulic sys-
tem was to bleed it and add a bit of DOT-5 silicone brake fluid. 

   All worked quite well until the early summer of 2019 when it 
started to become increasingly difficult to engage or shift 
gears with the engine running. Double clutching helped for a 
while as well as swiftly depressing/releasing the clutch pedal. 
Fluid level was adequate and a slight resistance was felt when 
depressing the clutch pedal. Eventually I lost the ability to shift 
gears. 

   This I gave significant thought to and discussed the problem 
with knowledgeable friends. Conclusion, the seals which have 
been in place for 30 odd years were probably “kaput”, allowing 
fluid to bypass and or ingesting air when depressing / releas-
ing the clutch pedal. Thus I concluded, it was time to replace 
and service the seals and fluid.  

   Servicing the clutch master and slave cylinder was straight 
forward mechanics. The master cylinder was easy to remove, 
but not so the slave, visible only from the bottom looking up, 
and nestled in and amongst various engine and chassis com-
ponents. To remove or bleed it, one first has to “gut” the interi-
or, including the tunnel cover to gain clear access. Both cylin-
der bores were pit free and in excellent condition, so they were 
only honed with a common brake cylinder hone. The piston 
seals appeared to be firm, with reasonably sharp corners, all 
in apparently excellent condition. The DOT-5 silicone brake 
fluid was slightly discolored and there was minimum residue in 
the base of the reservoir.  

   The seals were replaced with new ones sourced from Moss, 
assembled with a bit of silicone grease and serviced with DOT
-5 silicone fluid. After installation, the slave cylinder was bled 
of entrapped air and a test drive was taken. All worked as it 
was intended to work and re-assembly of the car was complet-
ed. 

   Final conclusion, excessive entrapped air in the slave cylin-
der and me not taking the time to bleed it on occasion. 

 

   Fast forward to the summer of ’21, when I again started to 
notice the increasing difficulty with shifting gears while driving 
the Spit. But, as I was busy preparing for our trip to the VTR in 
Oklahoma, I did not pay much attention to the potential prob-
lem. While at the convention, the shifting became increasingly 
more difficult, and with the completion of my last lap at the 
auto cross, I could no longer shift gears at all. So, I started the 
Spit in 2nd gear, slowly drove the 30 odd miles to our cottage, 
loaded her on my trailer and then drove home to St. Louis. 

   With time after returning home, I started to ponder my clutch 
problem. The fluid level was down a bit, and was black, 
opaque and contaminated. A slight resistance was felt when 
depressing the clutch pedal and double clutching did not help. 
After some thought and discussing the problem with others, 
and considering the contaminated silicone fluid, I concluded 
that the seals had failed. 

   An internet search yielded about a dozen posts with Spitfires 
having a similar problem, generally referred to as “black murky 
brake fluid”, some with a “colorful description” not suitable for 
this article. Essentially, all concluded that the seals currently 
available were breaking down in the fluid, and or abrading on 
the cylinder wall as the pistons were stroked. Some experi-
enced a service life of just a few months, while a few others 
experienced normal service. But of much significance to me, 
all were using either DOT 3 or 4, (or not saying), and nobody 
indicated that they were using DOT-5 silicone fluid. Thus, in 
my opinion, “conclusively inconclusive”, but to be sure, a ser-
vice problem does exist with at least some of the seals availa-
ble to us today. 

   I then pulled the slave cylinder and dis-assembled it. Very 
much to my surprise, the piston seal appeared to be in excel-
lent condition, firm and with a sharp corner on the sealing lip. 
The cylinder bore was excellent, and again with no sign of 
corrosion or pitting. 

   Next up was the master cylinder, but first I plugged the outlet 
port and depressed the clutch pedal. Hard as a rock and with 
only slight initial movement. Upon disassembly, I again found 
the piston seal to be in excellent condition, firm and with a 
sharp corner on the sealing lip. However, in the base of the 
reservoir I did find a considerable accumulation of black 

(Continued on page 8) 
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sludge, and the fluid when viewed in a glass container was 
indeed opaque with powder size particles in suspension. Now I 
was completely confused. 

   Servicing the cylinders was as before, but this time I paid 
more attention to the resultant surface finish. After a light hon-
ing to “clean the surface”, I micro polished the bores with a 
simple “flap hone” loaded with 800 and 1200 grit abrasive pa-
per. This resulted in a very smooth surface indeed. The seals 
were replaced with new ones sourced from Spit Bits, assem-
bled with a bit of silicone grease and serviced with DOT-5 sili-
cone brake fluid. 

   As I started to install the components, I recalled a conversa-
tion I had with my SLTOA buddy Creig H, during which he 
mentioned hearing of a remote slave bleeding tube made from 
a discarded brake line. Good Idea I thought and easy enough 
to make from the spare parts I had in my shop. However, short-
ly afterwards, while perusing a recent Moss “flyer” I noticed 
therein that they offered a “remote bleeder kit” specific for the 
Spitfire, which was originally developed by a gentleman who 
raced them. Looked good to me and as I had a few extra bucks 
in my toy fund, I ordered the kit. 

   The kit, essentially a stainless-steel mesh enclosed plastic 
tube, with the required fittings, is connected via the slave bleed 
port, (to which I added a sealing copper crush washer), routed 
up thru the engine bay and terminated just below the master 
cylinder. But it was a bit short of length for my needs, so I mod-
ified the bleed fitting in my lathe and added a short length of 
removable plastic tubing there on. Really works quite well and 
now it is easy to bleed the slave cylinder, either back into the 
reservoir, or into a separate container. But this must be done 
slowly, or you will entrain tiny air bubbles. 

   When the reassembly of the clutch was complete, I took the 
Spit for a short test drive and all worked as it was intended to 
work. As the weather improves, like warms up a bit, I will drive 
it as a “daily driver” for a week or two to see how the system 
holds up. So, stay tuned! 

**************************** 

Since completing the repair I again searched the internet for 
relevant posts, but this time with different key words, which 
resulted in many hits on different cars and motorcycles as well. 
All had a common thread and one person, “Dragonfighter”, 
3/17/2017 said it best as follows: “I suspect it is seal particula-
tion from abrasion. The clutch slave and master both move an 
inch or so with every cycle. The brakes work by transferring 

TR Tech (Continued from page 7) pressure, not displacement, and move 1/10 inch, if that. Lots 
more dragging rubber in a cylinder bore for the clutch”. 

OK, but why did the seals I installed back in the 80’s last for 30 
odd years? Why was it only necessary to bleed the slave one 
time over all these years? A change in the seal material chem-
istry over the years I think, and perhaps something we have to 
live with today. But to be sure I will be bleeding the system of 
air a bit more frequently now. 

Also, and very interesting in itself, I did not find any posts 
which related to a complete mechanical failure of the seals. 
They just seem to keep on pumping the contaminated fluid 
until someone decides to change them. 

So, stay tuned, drive and enjoy your LBC! 

Karl J. Schmitt 
St. Louis Triumphs Association. 

 

Hump?  We Don’t Need No Stinkin’ Hump!  

By Dave Massey  

   Any TR6 owner (or TR4 owner for that matter) will tell you 
that the car has a handy parcel shelf just behind the seats – 
except for that darn hump.  Well, why is it there?  Easy.  It is to 
make room for the differential on the live-axle cars.  As the 
rear axle goes up and down while navigating bumpy roads it 
would crash into that shelf if it weren't for the hump put there 
to accommodate it.  “But,” you might ask, “what about the IRS 
cars?”  The answer is “It is not needed.  The differential is 
mounted below the level of the shelf and it could be flat.  In 
other words, it is a vestigial hump.” 

   Several years ago I had my gas tank out for some differen-
tial mount repairs so I decided to perform a humpectomy.  So, 
after drilling out all the spot-welds and prying  off the hump 
(which is a separate piece from the rest of the shelf) I verified 
that the differential was indeed mounted low enough that the 
hump was unnecessary.   

 Side view of hump opening 

   I laid the hump section on a piece of flat sheet metal and 
traced the outline and cut out the replacement panel.  Laying it 
over the opening I drilled a series of 1/8 holes for pop rivets in 
the approximate locations of the original spot-welds.   
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   The following originally appeared in the July 1986 of Trax, 
the newsletter of the Portland (OR) Triumph Owners Associa-
tion.  Seeing as we now have a number of TR2s/3s in the club 
(one whose owner has already made the vow to buy some-
thing with roll-up windows), we thought it appropriate to pre-
sent this here:  

Love/Hate 
I curse the day I bought this car, 

though it takes me near and far. 

More fun than average transportation,  

I wonder if it’s worth the aggravation. 

With the top down the romance is there:  

The sun in your arms,  

The wind in your hair.  

And yes, the ladies do stare,  

But top erected and side curtains in place,  

you still manage, somehow,  

To get rain in your face. 

Although the ride is really quite sporty,  

my kidneys may be shot 

by the time I reach forty.  

Three generators I now have blown.  

The cause?  A Lucas regulator,  

But I should have known 

Go to undo a bolt and it will just break 

making the simplest of tasks 

something to hate.  

One day the car is going to explode 

because the carbs leak petrol 

onto the exhaust manifold 

All that steam billowing out  

from under the hood.  

So as I sit waiting for the engine to cool,  

I realize why my friends think me a fool. 

The garage floor where I park it 

is an oily mess. 

I’m not only a fool, but a masochist! 

So why did I sit down and pen this verse? 

Because when I’m driving the car 

I’m one with the universe.   

Yes, there is no better feeling than being free, 

and that’s how it is in a TR-3. 

    - MLS 

Hump and flat sections side by side 
    
   Loosing the hump lead to a cosmetic issue: the rear bulk-
head panel has a cut-out for the hump and with the hump no 
longer there was a noticeable gap.   

 Resulting gap   
    
To address this issue, I made up another piece of sheet metal 
with a right-angle bend.  This was riveted to the panel posi-
tioned to close of the gap.  

Block-off panel atop the replacement panel 
 
   After verifying the fit I painted it, well, because.  I then ap-
plied a generous bead of seam-sealer and pop-riveted the 
panels in place. 

 New pieces in place 
 
Another cosmetic issue came up next.  The carpet has a cut-
out for the hump and there was a piece of molded carpet for 
the hump itself.  The expedient path at this point is to reapply 
the hump piece on the new flat panel.  But in a perfect world 
one would make up a new piece of carpet for the shelf without 
the cut-out for the hump.  Since my car is nothing more than a 

driver I opted for the expedient route.   

   End result: I can now place my cooler on that shelf and have 
it lay flat rather than rock back and forth. 

   Note: It is necessary to remove the tank for this opera-
tion as the hump extends under the tank by a significant mar-
gin.  But pulling the tank is not that big a deal on these cars. 

SLTOA Poetry Corner 
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Negative Camber              By the Editor 

   My 16+ years in St Louis marks 
my third “tour” in the Midwest; we 
were stationed at Lincoln AFB, 
Nebraska, from the fall of 1959 to 
fall 1962 and, from June 1966 to 
June 1970, we were stationed at 
Grand Forks AFB, North Dakota.  
Both locales had what I call real 
winters, ie, plenty of snow and 

cold for several months each year (have to admit Grand Forks 
took the standard to a whole different level, whuf!).   

   Since moving here from the Seattle area in August 2005, I’ve 
remarked to friends and family that greater St Louis didn’t seem 
to have particularly bad, long-lasting winters.  To be sure, we 
generally have one really big storm on an annual basis but it 
seems like most winters the “St Louis Heat Sink Effect” kicks in, 
with the worst of the white stuff pushing either north or south.   

   Then again, a few days ago I mentioned to my bride that after 
the incredibly nice (if cold) January, we’d probably pay the 
price in February.  And sure enough, we did…As I write this it’s 
Friday 4 February, the sun is out, the roads are clearing in our 
development and on major thoroughfares like Manchester and 
from looking at the 10-day forecast, we’re due higher temps 
and no snow for a while.  I do hope everyone in the club got 
through the weather without much difficulty, had full power and 
heat for the three days and generally just zonked out on TV or 
some other pursuit.   

   BTW, I learned to drive during our Grand Forks tour (’64 
Dodge Dart and a ’68 Chevrolet Caprice, if anyone’s interest-
ed) and while 50-plus years have passed, my abilities to drive 
in snow and ice are still pretty sharp.  Doesn’t mean I like driv-
ing in snow and ice, but I can do it…which leads to one of my 
guilty pleasures: watching the traffic reports mornings.  As per 
usual, following a storm, once the sun comes out (like today), a 
certain percentage of drivers hit the freeways and on/off-ramps 
as if conditions were normal.  Highly entertaining, just hope no-
one was seriously hurt early this morning when they discovered 
the laws of traction and physics hadn’t been repealed. I’ve 
owned a number of 4WD trucks over the years; as I tell people, 
the nice thing about four-wheel-drive is all four of your wheels 
will have power when you leave the road and head off into the 
boonies.  

    Referring back to the 10-day forecast, right now we’re look-
ing at a partly cloudy and a high of 43/low of 32 on 10 Febru-
ary, International Drive Your Triumph Day.   The TR8’s still at 
It’s Alive getting the front end rebuilt and put back together, 
hopefully the car will be ready by the10th so I can take ad-
vantage of the unseasonably warm day and get some photos 
(as a reminder, fellow SLTOA members: if you get out for 
DYTD, please send yr fthfl ed some shots for March’s Exhaust 
Notes).   If not ready by the 10th, it should be done by the 20th, 
when we kick off the driving year with the Polar Bear Run.   

We’ll see what the weather’s like, eh?   Hopefully it’s semi-
reasonable and hopefully we get a big turnout from mem-
bers of some our fellow LBC and other clubs.  

   Last item for this month, another legislative head’s up, 
again concerning motor vehicle laws in the UK.  According  
to an article in the January edition of Thoroughbred & 
Classic Cars (the issue which celebrates 60 years of the 
Spitfire), England’s Department for Transport is consider-
ing legislation banning ALL modifications to cars:  

   Proposals for legislation include a specific of-
fence for supplying, installing and/or advertising, a 
“tampering product” for a vehicle – this would apply 
where a principal effect of the product is to bypass, 
defeat, reduce the effectiveness of or render inop-
erative a system, part or component.  The product 
in question might be a physical part or component, 
hardware and/or some software.  

   Want to install non-OEM carbs?  Modify the exhaust 
system to remove the catalytic converters (later TRs, obvi-
ously)?  Install a performance chip in your modern pave-
ment-ripper?  You’d probably run afoul of such a law.   The 
article continues:  

   There is also specific offence for removing, re-
ducing the effectiveness of, or rendering inopera-
tive a system, part or component for a vehicle and 
advertising such services.  

   Roger Parker, technical advisor for the MG Own-
ers’ Club says, “The section tackling tampering, as 
written, does indicate a possible death knell for the 
car tuning industry and makes it potentially illegal 
to change a standard component on any car for 
one that doesn’t follow the original pattern, whether 
it be fitting an alternative engine or replacing dis-
tributor points with an electronic ignition system.” 

   The proposal’s under “consultation” (and presumably, 
public and industry review) through 22 November.  We’ll 
continue to monitor; late in the year we should be able to 
provide an update.  

   And in case you’re wondering, yes, such legislation 
could come up here on our side of the pond.  In fact, if 
memory serves, there have been similar proposals in the 
past, invariably starting in California.  The end goal of 
these proposals was to ban vehicle owners from modifying 
their cars.  If anyone’s interested, I can do some re-
search—probably starting with SEMA’s web page—and 
provide some details in a future Notes.  

   But, for now, the sun is out, prospects are good for a 
couple of events later this month and, to quote my ship-
mate Glenn Owens over at the MG club, life is good.  Now 
to get my TR8 back… 

June—Possible club 40th anniversary drive and/or “mystery 
event”  

 July—Sweat Fest; fixed location or rolling Sweat Fest, 
TBD 

 August—TBD 

 September—All British Car & Cycle Show 

Executive Committee (Continued from page 4)  October—Annual Fall Colours Drive 

 November—Veterans Run 

 December—Christmas party 

Club Directory—Decision made to post the directory to 
members as a .pdf.  Print if you want a hard copy; the club will 
maintain a small number of hard copies 



 

11 

SLTOA BLOG: News, commentary, events, opinion 
and seasoned immaturity.  www.sltoa.org/blog/  

SLTOA’s on Facebook!  
www.facebook.com/home.php  
Group_134416339926824@ap  
=1 

plan to deal with sudden changes like the one that occurred 
last month.   

   There is a great deal of enthusiasm and planning for the first 
drive of 2022 going on.   Steve Moore did a great job of putting 
this drive together initially and Creig Houghtaling will finalize 
the details.  The drive, of course, is the 40th Annual Polar Bear 
Run scheduled for February 20th.  It will end at the Big Chief 
Roadhouse on Old Manchester Road in Glencoe. If you have-
n’t been there, you will find a fun venue with a good menu. 
They feature a large enclosed and heated porch.  The final 
details of the drive will be forthcoming in the Exhaust Notes. 
We are confident this can be conducted in a safe way for all 
who participate in the drive and subsequent business meeting.  

   The executive committee has been busy working on future 
drives.  There will be a few of our gold standards, but also 
some new and interesting ideas are being spun into the mix.  

   Steve Paur is compiling a membership roster and a service 
directory for all our members. It will be extremely useful when 
looking for that,  sometimes hard to find, service or repair 
shop.  

   Even though we missed our first meeting in January, the rest 
of the year is looking good with prospects of sunny days and 
great driving.   

   See you at the Polar Bear Run.  Happy Motoring.  

Musings (Continued from page 4) 

 The question came up of spam protection, ie, posting info 
on members that a spammer could use if he/she latched 
onto a copy.  

 Possibly go to password-protected release?   

 For privacy reasons, we’ll make the directory available via 
direct email to the members. 

   SLP’s still looking at changing the ISP, is looking at systems 
that’ll allow people to check their membership status, update 
their info and post photos of their cars.  

   Discussions are also underway concerning possibly shifting 
to month-by-month memberships/dues payment, ie, if some-
one joins the club in June, their dues won’t come due again 
until the following January.   

 The question came up about setting up an annual auto-
billing capability. 

 SLP responded we’re not set up for that with the current 
system.  “It would be really great,” but would probably 
require a shift to a different payment system.  Research is 
continuing. 

Badges—Creig mentioned we already had 27-28 orders to-
wards another run of badges.   

He recommended ordering 50 this time.   

 The original order for 30 cost $850 (unit cost $28.33 per 
badge), an order for 50 should come in just over $1000 
(unit cost will drop towards $20).  

 Question: can we assume 28 orders constitutes club ap-
proval?  The group agreed it does.  

 We’ll probably pick up additional interest in the badges 
once the second order arrives.  

Competition events – The secretary mentioned the Boeing 
Sports Car Club autocross schedule is out, will get posted in 
the next Exhaust Notes.  

Tech Sessions - We need to set up another tech session or 
sessions at It’s Alive 

 Another option is Past & Present Auto Repair in St 
Charles. They did the rebuild of John Willerton’s carbs  

Other events – Poss tour of Fast Lane; they have a meeting 
room upstairs.   

 Also, tour of Autos of Europe.  Now under new manage-
ment.  

Conclusion: We need to iron out a possible drive in March, 
as well as other drive opportunities.  

Executive Committee (Continued from page 10) 



 

12 

TTR 

Mentioned in Despatches 

   As y’all are aware, we’re just one of a number of clubs which engage in an early-year Polar Bear Run.   
The members of the Texas Triumph Register (TTR; Houston area) got out for a drive on 22 January.   As 
described in the February edition of The Bluebonnet, 

   This event provides the opportunity to loosen up the mechanical joints in our favorite Triumphs, 
and test drive some of the latest updates and modifications made over the winter season.  

   The group started in Huffman, on the east side of Lake Houston, 35⁰ and clear skies and headed to the 
Pickett House restaurant in Woodville, Texas.  Total mileage for the day, 94.  A total of 29 members par-
ticipated in 14 Triumphs and five “lesser cars,” looks like they all had a good time.   

      TTR photos by Fred Wagner and John Hanten 

   In addition, our compadres south of the border—members of The British Motoring Club of Arkansas 
(Little Rock vicinity)—turned out “five hardy polar bears” in the face of some nasty weather.   Fortunately, 
the weather turned into “...a fine English winter day with the drizzle falling straight down” and they pressed 
on, around Lake Maumelle, across Wye Mountain and back to Little Rock for lunch...just in time for the 
snow to start falling.  Apparently this year the group didn’t  its traditional Polar Bear Plunge at the end of 
the proceedings, not particularly surprising...but hey, despite the conditions, they did go out and make the 
tour! 
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Become a VTR Member 
The Vintage Triumph Register has its benefits.  A national club of 
Triumph enthusiasts spanning the globe needs you as a member.  
Affiliate club membership is not automatic membership with VTR. 

 
Some of the benefits: The Vintage Triumph magazine, our 

award-winning, bi-monthly color publication.  

VTR National convention 

Access to a large number of local clubs 

Website with reference material and members-only sections 

Record Trace Certificates TR2/TR3/TR3A/TR3B 

Factory trace documents on other Triumph models no longer 
available 

Clothing, regalia, exclusive items 

Specific vehicle consultants and experts 

Sign up at https://vintagetriumphregister.org  
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Announcing: It’s Alive Automotive all British Car Sale! 
   It’s Alive Automotive is a full-service restoration facility based in St Louis, Missouri.  We have been in business since 
2015 and specialize in British sports cars.  As well as restoration, we service and sell all makes and models of classic and 
special interest cars.   
   Over the years, we have accumulated many project cars.  Most of these are British sports cars.  We are now needing 
room and have decided to offer some of these cars for sale.  We have five Triumph TR6s and a good running Triumph Spit-

fire with factory overdrive and hardtop.  
Please see the photos, call for information or 
better yet, stop by and see what we have! 

 
Mike Dyer, It’s Alive Automotive 

(314)710-6600 
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Membership Information 
 

We certainly hope that you will want to join the ranks of other proud Triumph owners 
or, for members, use this page to renew your membership in the St  Louis Triumph 
Owners Association.  An annual membership fee of $20.00, due each January, covers 
your membership through the calendar year.   

    

 

   As a member, you will receive the SLTOA monthly newsletter Exhaust Notes, which includes:  

 Articles about SLTOA drives and events, both planned and past 

 Schedules for regional and national Triumph and British car events 

 Technical tips and tech sessions.  

 Feature articles on Triumph vehicles, personalities and competition history 

 For sale/want ads, free to members of SLTOA 

   You and yours will be able to participate with other SLTOA members in:  

 SLTOA touring drives 

 Monthly SLTOA club meetings, held every third  Tuesday at selected area restaurants 

 Local, regional and national British car shows and conventions 

 The SLTOA Annual Picnic meeting 

 The annual SLTOA Holiday Party at a club-subsidized rate 

 The club-sponsored web site, with event and activity details and access to the club’s private email list for 
quick communications with other SLTOA members 

   You will receive the SLTOA Membership Directory, updated annually and made available follow-
ing the close of the annual membership drive. 

Members using Facebook also have access to the SLTOA Facebook site.  

 

Join or renew your SLTOA membership today! 

   Payment for dues may be made by mail, at meetings or by using the PayPal option on the club web page.  Dues 
including email delivery of Exhaust Notes every month are $20 annually.   Payment by Pay-Pal will include a pro-
cessing fee.   

   Be advised, we can no longer offer to mail newsletters to new members via the US Postal Service.  Current mem-
bers who have been receiving the newsletter via U.S. mail will be grandfathered and will continue to receive the 
newsletter via mail, however, the membership rate will increase to $35.00 annually 

 

Send payment to: SLTOA Treasurer 
   750 La Feil Dr 
   Manchester,  
   Missouri   63021 
   Attn: Membership  
 
  For the directory, upon joining/renewing, please provide your address, contact information including mail and num-
ber and year/model of your Triumph or Triumphs (feel free to list any other special interest/collectable vehicles you 
may have in your possession).  

  If you have any questions about membership, please contact SLTOA treasurer Dave Pollard at:  

dpollard@connectria.com 

See you at the next event! 
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SLTOA  Classifieds 

57 TR3—Recent ground-up restoration: new wire harness, 
stainless steel brake lines, new paint from bare sheet metal, 
new upholstery. Many other new parts, has overdrive, disc 
brakes, wire wheels. Light blue with light gray interior, asking 
$19,000, contact Dave Massey at dave1massey@cs.com. 
(May 21) 

72 GT6—Long-stored GT6, purchased used in March 1978, it 
had 46,453 miles at the time, now shoes 53,901.  Has not 
been driven since around the end of 1980, at which time it 
went into storage inn a very dry garage.  Assessed by Creig 
Houghtaling and John Willerton, they found it complete and 
solid, ready for restoration.  Asking price $5000, contact Cathy 
Webb by calling or texting 314-406-8925 or emailing her at 
webbcat8888@gmail.com. (Feb 22) 

76 TR6—Project 
car, checked out by 
Creig Houghtaling. 
The car is complete-
ly disassembled but 
per Creig it's a very 
solid, relatively rust-
free car. A previous 

owner started a frame-off restoration, got the frame nicely 
painted, then quite. A motor and non-overdrive 4-speed trans-
mission is included. All other parts and title are available. The 
price is $3000, call or text Dave Stewart (314)706-1205 (Dec 
21) 

71 GT6—For sale 
(KF2547); car is 
complete but will 
need restoration or 
can be used as a 
parts car.  Needs 
floors and rockers.  
Engine runs, haven’t 
driven the car, it has 
a clear Missouri title.  

The car is currently on a trailer in storage in Union, asking 
$500 OBO. Contact Kevin Huffman  at (479)330-1351 or kev-
in.huffman@msn.com (Jan 22)  

77 and 79 Spitfire 1500s—The red ‘77 has parts for a new 
clutch, fuel tank is cleaned, brakes are up but the car is not 
running.  The white’ 79 has few miles, very nice interior, newer 
convertible top (has rear frame issues), very clean engine, not 
running yet.  Both have clear Missouri titles. Have $3000 in-
vested between the two, will take offers.  Text Tom Dewoskin 
at (314)580-5171, “Regarding Triumphs” (Jan 22) 

For Sale—Very good condition 
TR4/4A/250 bonnet/hood for sale.  It is 
solid with no damage; “..it is too nice to 
leave sitting around.”  If interested, con-
tact Jim Jennings at 
jim.jennings2@gmail.com, open to rea-
sonable offers or interesting trades. 
(Feb 22) 

 

Best Of Craigslist 

60 Morris 
Minor —
Woodie hybrid 
custom rod. 
50 miles per 
gallon—built 
on 2002 pri-
us—
convertible 
top—every 
thing prius 
except morris 
body skin—
runs good.  
New hybrid 
battery just 
bought $2200 
with receipt—

car only has 25,500 orig prius miles—automatic trans, air 
condition, custom extras, etc…comes with custom wheels—
NO TEXTING—voice message or email me at craigslist reply 
only—NO TEXTS ANSwered—OPEN TO TRADES FOR 

CLASSIC SPORTS 
CARS, CLASSIC 
CONVERTIBLES, 
classic replicas, THAT 
CAN BE CARS OR 
TRUCKS or reverse 
trike or chevy ssr truck 
of equal value In Hay-
ward, CA, asking 
$16,000, call (510)461
-1613 (Craigslist)(Feb 
22)  

Cowabunga, 
Dude!  
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SLTOA 

Monthly 

Meeting 

 

Tuesday 15 March 

LLyweLyn’s  

Pub 

 

 

 

 
17  W Moody 

Webster Groves 

 

Show after 5:30 PM or 
thereabouts, engage in 

serious geopolitical 
discussions while 

searching for the next 
glass of ale... 

And Finally…. 

Raymond Mays gets passed by his left rear wheel, Caerphilly Mountain Hill climb, Cardiff, Wales, 1924 (photo via 
Vintage News Daily) (NOTE: The editor’s actually had this happen…) 

You car’s ready for Polar Bear, right?  


