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Summertime! 
(Well, south of the Equator….see pg 4 
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Calendar 

 
10 Feb 23—Annual Drive Your Triumph Day, in celebration of the birthday of Sir John Black.  Get your 
Triumph out of the garage, get photos and email a high-resolution short to event organizer Rye Livingston at  
https://driveyourtriumphday.shutterfly.com/.  Include your name, year/model of the TR and where the photo 
was taken.  

19 Feb 23—Annual SLTOA Polar Bear Run, traditional first drive of the New Year.  See pg. 3.  

21 Feb 23—Monthly SLTOA Meeting, at The Post Sports Bar, 763 Old Ballas Rd 

21 Mar 23—Monthly SLTOA Meeting 

9 Apr 23—MG-Triumph Challenge XIII for the British Leyland Cup, in association with the Horseless Carriage Club of Mis-
souri’s annual Forest Park Ester Concours.  Get those Triumphs ready, details to follow.  

19-22 Apr 23—2023 South Central VTR, hosted by the Texas Triumph Register, Sugarland, Texas.  Celebrating the 70th 
anniversary of the debut of the Triumph TR2, host hotel is the Sugar Land Hilton Garden Inn, expect drives, a funkhana and 
autocross along with the traditional awards banquet.  More details and registration information at 
www.texastriumphregister.org/1373-2/.   

27 May-4 Jun 23—27
th 

Annual British Car Week.  Info on events at www.britishcarweek.org/events.html. 

14-16 Jul 23—21
st 

Annual Kastner Cup, Road America, Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin, held in association with the annu-
al :Weather Tech International Challenge with Brian Redman.  Above and beyond the cup activities, Triumph will serve as 
the featured marque for the weekend’s activities..  More to follow, monitor https://kastnercup.com and 
www.roadamerica.com/.  Road trip, anyone? 

28 Sept-1 Oct 23—Triumph By Design/VTR National 2023, Dillard, Georgia, hosted by the Georgia Triumph Association 
and the British Auto Owners of Middle Georgia.  Gather in the picturesque Little Tennessee River Valley of North Georgia to 
celebrate the vision of Giovanni Michelotti.  Information including events, registration and lodging at https://vtr2023.org.  

15-19 May 24—South Central VTR, hosted by St Louis Triumph Owners Association.  Plans are coming together, watch this 
space.   

18 Feb 23—JAGSL Tech Session, at It’s Alive Automotive, 11714 St Charles Rock Rd, 9 AM-12 Noon.  Jeff Homsher will high-
light all things E-Type, from building floors to changing sills and clutches, plus much more.   

20 Feb 23—MG Club of St Louis Tech Session No. 2, presented by Adam Keys, “How to put on a new MGB top.”  6-8 PM, 
location TA, monitor https://stlouismgclub.com.  

23 Feb 23—MG Club of St Louis RUBCO, 9:30-11 AM, Golden Oak Pancake House, 7289 Watson Rd.  

25 Feb 23—Caffeine & Chrome, Gateway Classic Cars, 1237 Central Park Dr, O’Fallon, Illinois, 9 AM-12 Noon.  No admis-
sion fee, come on in and have donuts and coffee.  

2-5 Mar 23—The Amelia, at the Golf Club of Amelia Island, Florida.  Info at www.ameliaconcours.com.  

12 Mar 23—Jaguar Association of Greater St Louis Fulton/America’s Churchill Museum Drive. Meet at the St Louis 
Bread Co at 17132 Chesterfield Airport Rd, 8:30 AM, plan on lunch in Fulton.  RSVP required, please contact Jim Hendrix at 

jhendrix@curtispack.com or Phil Taxman at ssjagman@aol.com.  Monitor www.jagstl.com.  

12 Mar 23—Boeing Sports Car Club Autocross No. 1, Family Arena, St Charles.  Show around 9-9:30, $50 for six runs.  
For more information or to get on the email list, contact Racer Steve at sshab@yahoo.com.   

19 Mar 23—MG Club of St Louis Pinewood Derby, 1-3 PM, The Place, 600 Spirit Valley E Drive.  More info to follow, monitor 
https://stlouismgclub.com.  

25 Mar 23—Caffeine & Chrome, Gateway Classic Cars, 1237 Central Park Dr, O’Fallon, Illinois, 9 AM-12 Noon.  No admis-
sion fee, come on in and have donuts and coffee.  

26 Mar 23—MG Club of St Louis Annual Terry Fanning Rally, details TBA, monitor https://stlouismgclub.com/.  

30 Mar 23—MG Club of St Louis RUBCO, details/location TBA, monitor https://stlouismgclub.com/.  

2 Apr 23—Boeing Sports Car Club Autocross No. 2, Family Arena, St Charles.  Show around 9-9:30, $50 for six runs.  
For more information or to get on the email list, contact Racer Steve at sshab@yahoo.com.   

8 Apr 23—Annual Gateway Healey Association Wash-Up/Tune-Up.  Traditional pre-Forest Park gathering for British car own-
ers (or whatever other interesting vehicle you have) at Keith Bester’s.  Details TBD, keep an eye on www.gatewayhealey.com.  

9 Apr 23—Annual Forest Park Easter Concours d’Elegance, hosted by the Horseless Carriage Club of Missouri.  Still in 
planning, monitor http://hccmo.com/easter-concours-delegance2/.  The event will include MG-Triumph Challenge XII.   
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Time for the Annual First Drive of the Season:  

Polar Bear! 
Sunday, 19 February  

 

Meet at Schnuck’s High Ridge at  
Dillon and MO 30/Gravois at 9:30 AM, cars 

roll at 10 AM.  Mid-drive stop at Don  
Robinson State Park, then into Pacific for 

lunch at the Pacific Brew Haus,  
220 S 1

st
 St  

 

If the weather is REALLY bad and unsafe, club offic-
ers will post a cancellation on the club web page, 

www.sltoa.org.  

15 Apr 23—What should be the first Cars & Coffee/Amp Up of the season, 13901 Manchester (Home Depot/Fresh Thyme 
shopping center), details and other dates to follow.  

15-16 Apr 23—80
th

 Annual Goodwood Members Meeting, Goodwood Circuit, Chichester, Sussex, England.  Info at 
https://www.goodwood.com.   

16 Apr 23—SCCA Autocross/Solo II Event 1, Family Arena.  Event fee $55, plus a $15 weekend membership for non-
SCCA member; online pre-registration is $45.  For more info, call up https://solo.stlscc.org/.  

29 Apr 23—Go West Tour, JAGSL.  Details TBA, monitor www.jagstl.com.  

29 Apr 23—Caffeine & Chrome, Gateway Classic Cars, 1237 Central Park Dr, O’Fallon, Illinois, 9 AM-12 Noon.  No admis-
sion fee, come on in and have donuts and coffee.  

30 Apr 23—SCCA Autocross/Solo II Novice School, Family Arena.  For more information, monitor https://solo.stlscca.org/.  

5-7 May 23—SCCA Autocross/Solo II CAM/Extreme Challenge, Family Arena.  For more info, monitor https://
solo.stlscca.org/.  

14 May 23—Jaguar Association of Greater St Louis Run to Country Classic Cars, 2149 E Frontage Rd, Staunton.  Monitor 
https://www.jagstl.com for details.  

20 May 23—VA St Louis Car Show, Jefferson Barracks Division VA, 1 Jefferson Barracks Drive (enter via Koch Road, not 
Telegraph), 9 AM-3 PM.  Music, visit by FredBird, food trucks, military reenactors, VA health care and benefits tables, hiring 
fair and more.  For additional info or to register a vehicle, contact VASTLEVENTS@va.gov.   

27 May 23—Caffeine & Chrome, Gateway Classic Cars, 1237 Central Park Dr, O’Fallon, Illinois, 9 AM-12 Noon.  No admis-
sion fee, come on in and have donuts and coffee.  

28 May 23—SCCA Autocross/Solo II Event 2 Family Arena.  Event fee $55, plus a $15 weekend membership for non-
SCCA member; online pre-registration is $45.  For more info, call up https://solo.stlscc.org/   

2-4 Jun 23—32
nd 

Annual Champagne British Car Festival, at the David Davis Mansion in Bloomington, Illinois, sponsored 
by the Illinois Flat Land British Car Club.  Celebrating 100 years of MG, events include a Friday night welcome reception, self-
guided rally to historic Pontiac, Illinois, on Saturday with special access to the Route 66 Hall of Fame & Museum and the Pon-
tiac-Oakland Automobile Museum.  Banquet Saturday night, car show Sunday on the Clover Lawn of the David Davis Man-
sion.  Info at https://iflbcc.club/iflbcc-home-page.  

11 Jun 23—Boeing Sports Car Club Autocross No. 3, Family Arena, St Charles.  Show around 9-9:30, $50 for six runs.  
For more information or to get on the email list, contact Racer Steve at sshab@yahoo.com.   

18 Jun 23—SCCA Autocross/Solo II Event 3/Charity Event, Family Arena.  Event fee $55, plus a $15 weekend member-
ship for non-SCCA member; online pre-registration is $45.  For more info, call up https://solo.stlscc.org/   

St Louis Region Car Shows & Cruises: https//www.stlouiscoachmen.com/car-shows-special-events.  
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Meeting—17 January 2023 

 

 

   A small group session (11 total in attendance) took place on Tuesday, 17 January at 
Llwelyn’s in Webster Groves.  In advance of the meeting portion of the, er, meeting, 
Rich Etz admitted he had a Corvette and kept it in a locked garage; someone else, 
noting the editor’s plans to retire this coming summer, said that obviously meant he 
would have enough free time to take on additional SLTOA duties (RSP: “Not bloody 
likely”).   

   Other discussions revolved around a 
number of entertaining vehicles which had 
shown up lately on Bring A Trailer, includ-
ing a GT6, Jaguar XJC and Yugo.  The 
conversation then segued into some of the 
interesting Warsaw Pact cars that went on 
display at last summer’s European Auto 
Show (Polski Fiat 126, Yugo, Trabant), as 
well as the Reliant Robin.  The discussion 
then switched to an animated session on 
the Robin’s handling properties PLUS its 
use by the boys at Top Gear (Jeremy 
Clarkson, Richard Hammond and James 
May) as a space shuttle (NOTE: you need to see the video to believe it: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=pJdrlWR-yFM)    

   Four members of the South Central VTR ’24 committee held a quick follow-on to the 
10 January planning session (see elsewhere in this issue of the Notes).   

• Tentatively scheduled here in St Louis, 15-19 May 2024.   

• The committee members are going to talk to several of the nearby Triumph/LBC 
clubs such as the Kansas City Triumphs, Illinois Sports Owners Association, etc. 
concerning lessons learned, possible assistance with events and the like.   

• One major point for the upcoming event: we’re going to need bodies to help run/
monitor the events, the hospitality room, etc.  Stand by for further.  

   At 7:05 PM President John Willerton attempted to start the business portion of the 
meeting, but first he asked a Llwelyn’s employee to turn down the music playing in our 
meeting room, seeing as it was rather overbearing.  He apologized but said the folks 
in the adjacent room had paid for the room for the evening, including loud, bass-heavy 
music.  A couple of our members said they understood, and immediately – in a friend-
ly fashion – offered up several tunes for our next door neighbors.  They included 
“Afternoon Delight,” “Muskrat Love” and that old Paul Anka favorite, “You’re Having 
My Baby.”  

   Back into business… 

Minutes – The membership unanimously approved the previous month’s minutes, as 
published in the Notes.  

Treasurer – Treasurer David Pollard stated the club had $4300 in the membership 
account, including a recent PayPal deposit.  Recent payments went to Limited Visual 
Services for the SLTOA webpage, plus we got hit with another account fee with our 
current bank.  The total in the events fund remains steady at $81.63.   

• Prez John admitted a little surprise at the bill from Viviano’s for December’s 
Christmas party.  He said he thought everyone’s payment only covered the 
meals, while the club footed the bill for the room. .  

(Continued on page 10) 

By John Willerton 

   February essentially starts the driving 
season for SLTOA members and many 
of our friends from other clubs. The 
Polar Bear Run is a classic way to get 
things started.   

   I have mused about the Polar Bear 
Run in the past, but the drive for this 
year is a little different than in years 
past, in that, the route is different.  If 
you haven’t driven the Polar Bear Run 
before, I would highly recommend it.  It 
is usually well attended, not only with 
Triumphs, but with many different 
makes, models, and years.  The sheer 
number of cars careening around 
curves and pulling in for stops is im-
pressive.   

   Often it is a cold drive, sometimes 
very cold, but those with heat in their 
cars and windows, don’t mind so much.  
Some folks drive with the top down on 
purpose, if you can imagine.  Bundling 
up, layering your clothes, and having 
some hot drink is a good idea for when 
we stop along the way.   

   There are a few drives that are part of 
our usual itinerary, such as the Easter 
Car Show, July Sweatfest and the Vet-
eran’s Day Drive. But there are many 
opportunities for other drives that have 
not been set at this date.  The Execu-
tive Committee would like to post the 
planned drives for the whole year, so 
members can plan their calendars.  

   When we set up a drive we wonder, 
“Will the drive have a good number of 
participants?”, we usually answered 
with, “Even if there are only two cars, 
it’s a drive worth having.”  We have 

(Continued on page 11) 

On the Cover 

Lest we forget, half of the planet’s currently in summer and driving top-down is a given.  Here’s the head 
of SLTOA’s South American Detachment, Jaime Kopstein, getting in a little beach time in Punte del Este, 
Uruguay (okay, okay, we admit Jamie’s wearing a jacket, which probably indicates he had the photo tak-
en during spring.  Still, while we’re up here dealing with negative wind chills, periodic snow and ice, at 
least one SLTOA member is able to get out for some top-down motoring!).  

President’s Musings 

Photo via Top Gear.  
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Backwards Glance: A Couple of Rarities 

   In 1960 and 1961, the Standard-Triumph competition de-
partment fielded teams for the annual Le Mans 24-hour race, 
using purpose-built sports cars designated TRSs (effectively, 
prototype TR4s).  While all three cars failed to turn in enough 
laps to qualify as finishers in the 1960 event, the team did 
quite well in 1961.  Peter Bolton and Keith Ballisat finished 9th 
in the No. 27 Triumph, followed by Les Leston/Rob Slotemak-
er (No 26) in 11th and Marcel Becquart/Mike Rothschild (No. 
25) in 15th.   

    Sooo, what next?  Well, as it turned out, in 1960 the compa-
ny was already working up a follow-on to the TRSs, a coupe 
design that would be more aerodynamic, while still utilizing the 
TRS engine and running gear.  Triumph Technical Director 
Harry Webster held responsibility for the project, budgeted at 
of £25,000 (roughly $70,000).  He, ion turn, engaged Virgilio 
Conrero of Turin, Italy, to develop the new car around Triumph 
mechnicals.  

   Conrero, 42, had served as a me-
chanic in the Italian Air Force (Regia 
Aeronautica) during World War II and 
postwar, made a name for himself as 
an automotive engineer, designer and 
fabricator.  In 195chap1, he estab-
lished Autotecnica Conrero; with short 
order, he gained a strong reputation 
for modifying and re-bodying Alfa Ro-
meos, Lancias and later, Opels.   

   Again, mechanically, the planned 
Triumph-Conreros utilized the same 
basic running gear as the TRSs, 
starting with the 2-liter, twin-cam 
“Sabrina” engines.  Fitted with twin 
Webers, the engines produced about 
165 bhp and were capable of propel-
ling the cars to 150 mph on long straights.  Conrero developed 
a tube frame for the vehicles, Giovanni Michelotti designed the 
bodies and Vignali of Turin put everything together.   

   The prototype was, to use a technical term, gorgeous and 
did not look like any other Standard-Triumph product, in pro-
duction or planned.  A sleek two-door fastback with lowered, 
aerodynamic nose, “gill” engine bay exhausts behind the front 
wheel wells and lower body vents for cooling of the side-exit 
exhaust, it definitely looked more Italian than British.  The Tri-
umph-Conrero proved an immediate hit with the automotive 

press the public and Standard-Triumph moved forward with 
plans for three additional examples.  

   However, that never happened.  The Conrero and Vignale 
delivered the first car late, in 1962, and by that point corporate 
plans for another three cars had evaporated.  Leyland had 
acquired the financially struggling Standard-Triumph in 1960 
and, in and around reorganization, the Triumph-Conrero was a 
dead issue.  The departure of driver/development engineer 
Ken Richardson – not a big fan of Leyland or the “merger” – in 
1962 probably contributed to the decision.  

   The Triumph-Conrero wound up in the states along with the 
TRSs; eventually, Triumph sold the cars.  In March 1963, 
Keymo Motors entered the Sebring 12 Hour race with one of 
the TRSs.  Driven by Ed Wilson/Ralph Salyer/Bob Hall, the car 

(Continued on page 6) 

The three TRSs at Le Mans, with drivers and crew (photo via Barn 
Finds) 

Virgilio Conrero (photo 
via fcchampLadyFulvia) 

Above, photo via Moss Motors.  Below, photo via TR Tom’s Blog.  

Stripped down and ready for restoration (photo via Autosport)  
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finished 27th.  Keymo brought along the Triumph-Conrero with 
Charlie Kolb listed as driver, but the car remained in the pad-
dock area as a backup and never turned a competitive lap.  

   During the late 1980s, John Ames acquired the Conrero and 
one of the TRSs and shipped them back to England for resto-
ration.  The Triumph-Conrero subsequently passed to Gra-
ham Andrews who did a full restoration.  In 2010, the car was 
presented along with five TR3 works races at the Brooklands 
Museum Reunion.   

   Virgilio Conrero died on 6 January 1990.  His company in 
Lugo, Ravenna, Italy, now named Studio Futuro, remains in 
business and works with a number of automotive companies, 
including Lotus.   

Next up, another Michelotti design 

    On 22 April 1959, Standard-Triumph debuted the new Tri-
umph Herald, in the process, per automotive writer Keith Ad-
ams, “…replacing the Standard 8/10 and totally reinventing 
the image of its maker at a time of great change.”  The first 
Triumph styled by Giovanni Michelotti, the car was powered 
by the Standard 10’s 948cc, 34.5 bhp four-banger.  It wasn’t 
exactly a road burner, with 0-60 time of 31.1 seconds and a 
max speed of just over 70 mph.  The car was also somewhat 
higher priced than its competitors but it was modern, stylish 
and sold well.   

   Over its 12 years of production, a buyer could purchase the 
original two-door saloon, as well as well as convertible vari-
ants, vans, and estates. Engine sizes increased, including a 
1147cc four in the Herald 1200 (Adams: “Top speed was now 
a motorway friendly 75 mph and the 0-60 time was now meas-
urable without the need to resort to a sundial”) and a 1296cc 
engine.  

Triumph-Conrero (Continued from page 5)    In May 1962, Standard-Triumph introduced an “up-engined” 
variant of the Herald, the Vitesse/Sport Six.  Fitted with a 
1596cc/70 bhp straight six with Solex carbs, the car did 0-60 in 
17.5 seconds with a top speed of 89 mph.  The car, available 
as a two-door saloon, convertible and estate, featured front 
disc brakes and optional overdrive, among other improve-
ments.  A two-liter variant followed in 1966, with the 1998cc, 
twin Stromberg, 95 bhp engine from the Triumph 2000.   

   Here’s where it 
gets interesting.  
The front end of the 
Vitesse/Sport Six 
incorporated four 
headlights and was 
easy to distinguish 
from the Herald.  
However, due to 
financial considera-
tions, the back end 
of the car looked 
just like the Her-
ald. Plus, the this 
sporting, higher-

powered variant of the basic Herald design had the exact same 
squared-off hardtop.   

   Whether Triumph management requested it or Michelotti 
ginned up the design on his own as a proposal, a highly styl-
ized Vitesse went on display at the 1964 Geneva Motor Show.  
Dubbed the Vitesse 1600 GT, the car did not look anything like 
a Herald or Vitesse.  It featured a somewhat more aerodynamic 
body with two strong character lines down each side, a grill 
with four rectangular headlights, a semi-transparent roof and a 
semi-fastback roof line.   

   The overall effect was impressive (“This is a Triumph?!”) but 
regrettably, the car never went into production.  Alongside the 
Herald, the Vitesse/Sport Six remained in production through 
1971, unchanged; disposition of Michelotti’s prototype is un-
known.   

Sources: “Mystery Triumph ‘Conrero’ Le Mans car of 1960,” 
Autosport Blog, July 2017; “Profile – Triumph Conrero,” Moss 
Motoring, 24 June 2015; “Conrero Triumph,” Carrozzieri Ital-
iani; “Triumph  Conrero Prototype,” TR Tom’s Blog, 15 January 
2016; “TRF Photos of the Week: Graham Andrews Restores 
the Triumph Conrero,” The Roadster Factory, 2 August 2017; 
“Michelotti 1964,” Classic Car Catalogue, n.d.; Keith Adams, 
“The cars: Triumph Herald/Vitesse development story,” 
AROnline, 4 December 2022; Racing Sports Cars; Claus Eb-
berfeld, “Twin Peaks: Triumph ‘Sabrina,’” Via Retro, 4 June 
2018; “1961 Triumph Herald 1200,” ConceptCarz, n.d.; 
“Triumph Vitesse Information, Rimmer Brothers, n.d.  

Above: Brooklands Museum Reunion (photo via TR Tom’s Blog).  
Below, Triumph’s DOHC “Sabrina” engine (photo via Via Retro) 

Triumph Vitesse (photo via Classic Cars & 
Campers.  

Michelotti’s Vitesse GT proposal (photo via Carrozzieri Italiani) 
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Regarding Triumph Engineers... 

By John Macartney  

Back in the day – like fifty 
plus years ago – all the 
larger UK car makers un-
dertook extensive altitude 
testing on all their cars.  
Favourite locations were 
Europe, Scandinavia, Ca-
nadian Rockies, the Andes 
and Iran before the Shah 
was deposed.  Lots of 
Pike’s Peak equivalent 
places in some of those 
locations and this sort of 

testing is something many 
enthusiasts don’t take on 
board. 

    Very few, if any of the Experimental Engineers made it into 
the public and enthusiast’s eye except for one or two – and 
they were mainly known only in the UK.  Sadly, all but one of 
them are now fixing Heralds in heaven.  

   One of them was the late Ray Henderson from the Experi-
mental Department.  A lovely, unassuming man who was a 
brilliant engineer of the old school and who could turn his 
hand to fixing the impossible miles from anywhere, he told me 
many stories of his experiences.   

   Ray undertook quite a number of trips in development cars 
to far flung destinations and the one about which he was the 
most critical was being one of the crew that drove two or three 
Heralds (pre-launch versions) from Cape Town in South Africa 
to London.  The book of that trip was called Turn Left at 
Tangier though I don’t think Ray provided much of the input to 
it being written.  If he had, it’s likely he’d have either lost his 
job or been seriously disciplined on his return.  He was scath-
ing in the extreme about the whole venture and highly critical 
of the  company for even suggesting the exercise in the first 
place.  

   Ray’s view – which I think was shared by all those who went 
with him on the trip – was that the cars were totally unsuited to 
the journey they made and it’s a tribute to Ray and his col-
leagues that they actually managed to get the cars back, so 
badly were they damaged by the appalling so-called roads 
and no roads at all in crossing the Sahara desert. Apart from 
the unsuitability of the chosen route, none of those who took 
part were given any kind of training or pre-run preparation in 
terms of the types of terrain, culture, language, don’t-do’s etc 
that they would encounter, the very real dangers that faced 
them in going through certain countries where the white man 
definitely was not wanted, through training in basic medicine 
and first aid, treating colleagues for scorpion attacks or snake 
bite and damn all in terms of carrying appropriate medical kits 
on all the vehicles.   

   As I recall, there were three Heralds, one Vanguard estate 
car and a Standard Atlas van with about one and a half tons of 
parts, tools, fuel, water and camping kit – and just one 948cc 
engine to drive it!  Ray told me that each Herald required at 
least three rear suspension rebuilds en-route, several clutch 
changes and two or three major gearbox failures!  I can’t recall 
the details now, but there were so many driveshaft, rear wheel 
carriers and other vital parts failures, that several more were 
air-freighted out to Nigeria in the hope of getting the cars 
home.  I do know all the cars were re-fitted in Lagos, Nigeria, 
with locally made radiators that didn’t break or crack as a re-

sult of vibration.  Having spent a lot of time in Africa myself, I 
know what their roads can do and I have a lot of respect for 
local tradespeople on street corners who can do truly amazing 
things in repairing something that looks smashed beyond re-
pair.  

   Anyway, when they finally got to Coventry, all the men who 
had taken part in the event, were publicly castigated by Harry 
Webster, the Director of Engineering, for submitting trip reports 
that were critical of a number of Webster-inspired features on 
the Herald in particular.  Ray summarised that event as “the 
journey through hell” and he was very critical of Alick Dick 
(Standard-Triumph’s CEO) and Frank Higham (Sales Director) 
for abdicating the company’s duty of care to employees in 
sending that team of men on what they felt was a dangerous 
and ill thought-out expedition in cars that were totally unsuited 
to that sort of travel in such conditions. 

   Another of Ray’s unique contributions was the creation of a 
Spitfire whose roadholding was far better than the Sprite/
Midget in standard spec.  It was so good that Webster insisted 
it should be put in the crusher and the concept forgotten.  

   Basically, Ray modified a Spitfire taken off the line, substan-
tially reinforced the rear part of the bodyshell and re-equipped 
the car with semi-trailing arms and coil springs as per the TR4A 
but using parts from the Triumph 1300 front wheel drive car.  
Ray did that conversion, on his own, in the Engineering work-
shop in just three weeks – and without any drawings at all!  It 
was all done on “if it looks right, it’ll probably be right – and it 
was.  That car was so good it *ought* to have gone into produc-
tion, but the costs that would have been incurred in completely 
re-jigging the chassis and doing major work in re-designing and 
strengthening the body tub would have put another GBP50 (@ 
1966 values)  on the manufacturing cost of the car.  Such a 
cost would have translated to an extra GBP250 at retail – and 
Webster claimed (perhaps correctly?) that this would price the 
Spitfire out of the market and make the Spridget the favoured 
car for its price, so he threw the whole idea out.  A terrible 
shame in its way.  But all those (few) who drove the car – apart 
from Webster - were unanimous it was the way the Spitfire 
should have been designed from the start and leading that ar-
gument was the Company’s chief test driver! 

   So, a little bit of ‘behind the scenes’ history for those who are 
interested. Apologies for taking up space they may not interest 
most people..  

Ray Henderson (photo via Stand-
ardTriumph Works) 
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Report From Scotland 

Want to buy a Scottish car?—Andrew 

I’ve gotta admit it looks very impressive. Sort of like a Scottish Humvee—Craig Ingraham 

   Rob Hull of This Is the Money wrote up the new 
Scottish vehicle on 6 December 2022; Andrew for-
warded it to Craig.   

 The headline was “Scotland’s first new car in 40 
YEARS: Glasgow-based Munro Vehicles unveils the Mk1 – dubbed the ‘world’s 
most capable electric 4X4’ with a 190-mile range and £60,000 price tag.” (NOTE: 
currently about $74,376).   

   The company headquarters is in East Kilbride although the owners plan to relo-
cate to a new factory in 2024.  Production should start this year; it will be the first 
vehicle built in Scotland since the February 1981 closure of the Linwood Peugeot
-Talbot plant.  Per Munro, the vehicle has a “state-of-the-art” powertrain and the 
company will guarantee to repair or replace batteries as necessary.   

   Interested?  Here’s the web page:  

https://www.thisismoney.co.uk/money/electriccars/article-11504469/Scotlands-new-roader-Munro-MK1-60-electric-4X4.html 

   Also, Andrew sent along the following as an aid to anyone in the club who’s thinking of buying yet another Triumph:  
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‘24 SoCen VTR Committee—10 January 2023 

2302 SoCen Planning 

   The 2024 South Central regional meet planning committee 
met at Mimi's Café on Tuesday, 10 January, at 7 PM.  Attend-
ing: David Yannayon, Dave Massey, Kevin Blume and Mark 
Morgan.  Creig Houghtaling called in to the meeting, Presi-
dent John Willerton was unable to attend due to illness.  

   Dave Massey passed out a tentative schedule of events, 
developed by him and John Willerton.  

   Creig raised the question of the planned length of the con-
fab.  The group agreed on three days. 

• Discussion: There are a number of major events/
activities planned, but one day must be dedicated to the 
concours.  This gives participants  time to do final preps 
on their cars, ensures adequate time for judging, etc.  

• We have to hold a concours, it should take place on Sat-
urday 

• Judges?  We’ll recruit from the confab attendees.  We’ll 
need to incorporate a judge’s school.  

   DM: The Wedge Owners Association (TWOA) typically 
sponsors the welcoming reception at VTR national, we could 
approach the group concerning doing similar at the regional.  

  KB: The motel/event site will allow us to stock the hospitality 
room with whatever we want.  

  Possible local publicity support: contact the St Louis visitors 
bureau (explorestlouis.com), St Charles Convention and Visi-
tors Bureau.  Above and beyond additional publicity on the 
event, should be able to get local attraction brochures for the 
attendees.  

  Additional discussions on prospective events:  

• Possible ice cream run (rsp: YES!).  Ted Drewes men-
tioned, on old US 66, problem is they have a small park-
ing lot with overflow parking across the street.  

• Possibly combine a poker rally with a winery tour?  Q: 
What do we award the winner of the poker run? Rsp: A 
couple of bottles of wine. 

• DM: Typically, the regionals have a craft table and photo 
contest table.  

• Possible autocross set-ups, considerations 

• KB: Any weird requirements?  How about insurance?   

• DM: VTR covers, but to participate in the events – with 
coverage- you have to be a VTR member.  

   The 2023 South Central is in Sugar Land, Texas (Houston 
area), hosted by Texas Triumph Register, 19-22 April.  DM 
said he already had a room booked, strongly recommend at 
least a couple of us get down there on a “fact finding mission”  

• DM: We must have a web page up and running and regis-
trations open by the time of the Sugar Land gathering.  

• We need to confirm banquet costs.  Also, what type of 
dinner/meals should we arrange?  Chicken?  Beef?   

• Who puts together the event web page?   

• Concerning a logo, JW and DY have provided several 
suggestions.  MK said he could develop a couple of others 
by February.   

    There is a requirement for a large number of people to man 
the events.  For example, the hospitality room must be manned 
all day into the evening, with shifts.  

   DM: Also, we need to work out the TSD (time-speed-
distance) options.  Q: What if we don’t do a TSD?  DM: We 
could, but people enjoy them.  

   KB: Other options for stops, which we used for TRials a few 
years ago.  How about the “Gearhead Tour” of Fast Lane, It’s 
Alive, Classic Car Studio, etc?   

• Discussion followed   The meeting ended at 8:10 PM.   

Admit It, You Want This Car 

   Thanks to Dick Sweetman for turning up this one, which went 

up on auction via Hemmings in the past month: a 1951 Austin 

A90 Atlantic.  

   Austin debuted the A90 at the 1948 Earls Court show and we 

remember correctly, the rather unique styling was part of an 

attempt to boost post-World War II sales of Austins in the Unit-

ed States.  

The car, in 

Chilliwack, 

British Co-

lumbia, had 

only 37,000 

miles and 

featured a 

leather interi-

or and 

2660cc OHV 

four with twin 

SUs, rated at 

88 bhp.  The original owner bought the car in 1951, held onto it 

for 10 years and then put it in storage.  After 38 years, the orig-

inal owner’s widow put the car through a $100,000 (!) restora-

tion.   

   As of 20 January, the car bid to $17,777.  No word on the 

final sale.  
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Works In Progress 

• Stephen Paur said the main thing was everyone had a 
good time.  

Events – Drive Your Triumph Day will take place on Friday, 
10 February.   

• Concerning the annual Polar Bear Run (Sunday, 19 Feb-
ruary), SLP mentioned the Gateway Miata club was highly 
interested and would probably turn out a good number of 
cars.   

• Other upcoming events included the Boeing and SCCA 
autocrosses, which should start in April; HCCMO’s For-
est Park Ester Concours, with associated MG-Triumph 
Challenge, 16 April; South Central VTR in Sugar Land, 
19-23 April; the annual Champagne British Car Festival, 
2-4 June; and the VTR National in Dillard, Georgia, 28 
September-1 October.  

   Concerning SLTOA’s hosting of the South Central confab in 
May 2024, the biggest concern to date remains getting enough 
people to run the events.  The committee will contact other 
local/regional LBC clubs for possible assistance.  

• The committee’s also working up sponsorships.  

• Lee Fox will set up and coordinate the drives, David Pol-
lard the budget and Creig Houghtaling the autocross.  

   Dave Massey reviewed the proposed sequence of events:  

• Wednesday – Welcome reception 

• Thursday-Friday - Drive or two, funkhana, TSD, gimmick 
rally, autocross.  Also, typically, winery and micro-brew 
runs.  

• Saturday – Dedicated to the concours.  That evening, cars 
getting loaded, everyone gets ready for the banquet and 
awards ceremony,.  

• ”There’s usually so much going on, you can’t do them all.”  
Dave added most of the events would be at no additional 
cost to the participants.    

• JW asked how we know who/how many will participate in 
each event.  Dave responded it was part of the registration 
process. Having people sign up in advance helps with the 
planning.  

Meeting (Continued from page 4)  New Business 

    JW said the club did well with drives and events last year 
and requested suggestions from the membership concerning 
possible events this year: special events, tech sessions, etc  

• Poss dinner, lunch or breakfast drives?   

• Someone suggested a drive to Blumenhof Winery in 
Dutzow as the first spring drive.  Off MO 94, “They have 
an outdoor garden under the trees, it’d be perfect.”  

• Let El Presidente know your wishes/interests.  

• Concerning regional events, the editor notified the group 
of the Jaguar Club’s planned 12 March drive to Fulton 
and the Churchill Museum.  SLTOA made a similar over-
nighter a few years back.   

• DM pointed out this year’s Great Race would stop for a 
night in Joplin, Missouri.   

   At this point, Prez John paused to comment on the uplifting 
tones by some contemporary band that were blasting through 
the overhead speakers.  The editor responded with, “Now you 
know why I’m stuck in the 80’s.” Treasurer Dave responded 
with, “Hey, I like this!”   

   After making the “Works In Progress” rounds, Prez John 
reminded everyone March’s meeting would include an election 
for club president.  The next meeting will take place on 21 
March at The Post, 763 Old Ballas, Creve Coeur.   

   The meeting concluded at 7:40 PM.  As always, our thanks 
to Llewelyn’s for the excellent food and to our server Melissa.   

Sam Shepard – Am in the process of rebuilding the carbs on 
the Spitfire.  

Stephen Paur – The car runs great, the fuel pump works, all’s 
right in the world…but it doesn’t like to stop.  

Dave Massey – I’m in the process of installing headers on the 
TR8, will combine with the stock exhaust system.   

David Yannayon – I just completed rebuilding the suspension 
on my second TR6.  

David Pollard – The TR3 runs great, I went out a couple of 
weeks ago to start it and it fired right up.  Dave’s been helping 
me pull the transmission out of the TR6.  Question: “Do you 
need help reinstalling?  DP: “Technically, it’s in the car…in the 
passenger seat.  Anyway, hopefully I’ll have two cars for the 
Polar Bear Run.”  

Creig Houghtaling – I’m working on the TR7 Victory Edition 
coupe; all new suspension, boots and shocks at the front end, it 
needs shocks at the back end.  The water pump leaks, I’m do-
ing a rebuild.  

Richard Etz – I’ve been doing the most work on the ‘Vette.  
The driver’s door latch didn’t work, I replaced the grab handles.  
Had really old tires on the TR, even older tires on the Corvette, 
replaced all of them this last summer.  I’m still looking for some-
one to balance the TR6 wheels, they still vibrate.  

Karl Schmitt – I’ve done absolutely positively nothing! 

John Willerton – I’ve been stuck, dealing with upper respirato-
ry problems since October, including asthma.  Therefore, I 
haven’t done any work on the cars since November.   
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St Louis Triumph Owners Association  

 

Proud member club, St Louis Sports Car Council 

www.stlscc.org 

SLTOA BLOG: News, commentary, events, opinion and 
seasoned immaturity.  www.sltoa.org/blog/  

TRs in Print 

   If you make regular stops at Barnes & Noble, head to the automotive section of the maga-
zine racks and see if you can turn up the December 2022 edition of Classic & Sports Car.  You 
can’t miss it; the cover has a bright red Datsun 240Z duking it out on the track with a 1970 
TR6.   

   The cover article refers to the two cars as “radically different bids to dominate the ‘70s US 
sports car market” and that description is highly accurate.  Anyone who’s old enough to re-
member when the 240Z debuted should be able to recall the uproar the Datsun six-cylinder 
sports car initiated.  The editors go into great detail on the design (monocoque vice classic 
British body-on-frame), engines (2393cc SOHC straight six in the Datsun, 2498cc ohv straight 
six in the TR6), suspension, accommodations and yes, pluses and minuses of both cars.  The 
summary?     

   On the billiard-table surface of a circuit, these two remain remarkably closely 
matched, but out in the real world there’s not doubt that the 240Z is the quicker car 
from  point to point.  The adrenaline junkies who have kept cars in the mould of the 
TR6 popular long after they have gone out of mainstream production prove that this 
automotive cacophony still holds a unique appeal.  But the future was clear: since its 
demise, no large-volume manufacturer has built a car quite like the TR6, yet all of them 
– Triumph included – have strived to create an answer to the 240Z.   

never had only two cars, but schedules are busy and we un-
derstand that not everyone can attend every event.  

   In order to fill our calendar with monthly drives, we asked for 
suggestions from the members who attended the January 
Meeting. There were a couple of ideas that we will definitely 
work on, but I would like to ask for other favored locations 
from you.  In order to make suggestions, you do not have to 
necessarily plan the whole route, all you have to do is  sug-
gest a starting point and destination or just a destination. The 
suggestion could be a stretch of road you particularly enjoy, a 
restaurant, or park you like.  I can imagine there are members 
who live outside the metropolitan area who don’t go on drives 
because it is too far to travel.  To overcome the distance di-
lemma, we could meet half way between our usual starting 
places on the west side of the Mississippi River and a drive 
further east. The same thing goes with folks who live further 
west of St Louis.   

   Wherever the drive takes place, there is great value in meet-
ing up with friends who not only have the same passion for 
driving sports cars, but different interests and different solu-
tions to maintaining cars.  The point here is, it is our diversity 
of interests and skills that make for a fun and worthwhile drive 
besides the scenery.  

Whether we meet you on a drive or you just enjoy this news-
letter, Happy Motoring. 

Musings (Continued from page 4) 
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Texas Triumph Register 
 

Come Joint Us At the 2023 VTR South Central Regionals 
April 19-23 2033.  
 
Call up www.texasrtriumphregister.org/regionals_2023 for 
more information.   

Texas Triumph Register invites you to the 2023 Regionals 
The Texas Triumph Register is pleased to extend an 
invitation to all of you to the 2023 VTR South Central 
Regionals, to be held April 19-22 in Sugar Land, Texas.  
The theme will be the 70th Anniversary Celebration of 
the introduction of the TR2.  Our host hotel, the Sugar 
Land Hilton Garden Inn, is centrally located very hear to 
all of the driving event venues and provides spacious 
meeting and dining room capacity for all of the onsite 
activities.  The Farm Roads of west Harris and Ft Bend 
Counties offer plenty of non-freeway driving opportuni-
ties on which to enjoy unique sights and attractions 
while taking your Triumph on one or more of the 
planned driving tour.  

Where to Stay 

The Sugar Land Hilton Garden Inn has a limited number 
of rooms reserved for us for $89 per room per night, including a free breakfast.  

 

Our Featured Marque 

Celebrating the 70th Anniversary of the iconic TR2, the first of the famous TR series of Triumph sports cars.  The TR2 was devel-
oped to compete with successful sports car designs from rival manufacturers such as MG and Jaguar.  The Triumph TR2 was built 
by the Triumph Motor Company in Coventry, England, between 1953 and September 1955, a total of 8,636 TR2s were produced.  
It was then replaced in1955 by the Triumph TR3.  

 

Dates & Location 

Mark your calendars—and come join us for three days of fun April 19-22, 2023!  For general information contact Hal Sharp, TTR 
President and Regionals Chairperson, info@texastriumphregister.org.  For registration specific information contact Mike Rouse, 
Regionals Registration Chairperson, registration@texastrtiumphregister.org.  To make changes to your registration, please email 
registration@texastriumphregister.org.  You can register online or print, fill and mail your registration via the web page at https://
regionals.regfox.com/vtr-south-central-regionals.   

 

What Is Planned 

Come join us for fun, fellowship and driving events, including:  

• Regionals Welcome Reception (Thursday, April 20th)  

• Scheduled breakfast and dinner drives  

• Concourse (Friday morning, April 21st) 

• Gimmick Rally (Friday afternoon, April 21st)  

• Drives on your own to local points of interest (all weekend long) 

• Autocross (Saturday, April 22nd) 

• Funkhana (Saturday, April 22nd) 

• Awards Banquet (Saturday evening, April 22nd) 
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Become a VTR Member 
The Vintage Triumph Register has its benefits.  A national club of 
Triumph enthusiasts spanning the globe needs you as a member.  
Affiliate club membership is not automatic membership with VTR. 

 
Some of the benefits: The Vintage Triumph magazine, our 

award-winning, bi-monthly color publication.  

VTR National convention 

Access to a large number of local clubs 

Website with reference material and members-only sections 

Record Trace Certificates TR2/TR3/TR3A/TR3B 

Factory trace documents on other Triumph models no longer 
available 

Clothing, regalia, exclusive items 

Specific vehicle consultants and experts 

Sign up at https://vintagetriumphregister.org 
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Announcing: It’s Alive Automotive all British Car Sale! 
   It’s Alive Automotive is a full-service restoration facility based in St Louis, Missouri.  We have been in 
business since 2015 and specialize in British sports cars.  As well as restoration, we service and sell all 
makes and models of classic and special interest cars.   
   Over the years, we have accumulated many project cars.  Most of these are British sports cars.  We are 
now needing room and have decided to offer some of these cars for sale.  We have five Triumph TR6s and 

a good running Triumph Spitfire with 
factory overdrive and hardtop.  Please 
see the photos, call for information or 

Mike Dyer, It’s Alive Automotive 

(314)710-6600 
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Membership Information 
 

We certainly hope that you will want to join the ranks of other proud Triumph owners 
or, for members, use this page to renew your membership in the St  Louis Triumph 
Owners Association.  An annual membership fee of $20.00, due each January, covers 
your membership through the calendar year.   

    

 

   As a member, you will receive the SLTOA monthly newsletter Exhaust Notes, which includes:  

• Articles about SLTOA drives and events, both planned and past 

• Schedules for regional and national Triumph and British car events 

• Technical tips and tech sessions.  

• Feature articles on Triumph vehicles, personalities and competition history 

• For sale/want ads, free to members of SLTOA 

   You and yours will be able to participate with other SLTOA members in:  

• SLTOA touring drives 

• Monthly SLTOA club meetings, held every third  Tuesday at selected area restaurants 

• Local, regional and national British car shows and conventions 

• The SLTOA Annual Picnic meeting 

• The annual SLTOA Holiday Party at a club-subsidized rate 

• The club-sponsored web site, with event and activity details and access to the club’s private email list for 
quick communications with other SLTOA members 

   You will receive the SLTOA Membership Directory, updated annually and made available follow-
ing the close of the annual membership drive. 

Members using Facebook also have access to the SLTOA Facebook site.  

 

Join or renew your SLTOA membership today! 

   Payment for dues may be made by mail, at meetings or by using the PayPal option on the club web page.  Dues 
including email delivery of Exhaust Notes every month are $20 annually.   Payment by Pay-Pal will include a pro-
cessing fee.   

   Be advised, we can no longer offer to mail newsletters to new members via the US Postal Service.  Current mem-
bers who have been receiving the newsletter via U.S. mail will be grandfathered and will continue to receive the 
newsletter via mail, however, the membership rate will increase to $35.00 annually 

 

Send payment to: SLTOA Treasurer 
   750 La Feil Dr 
   Manchester,  
   Missouri   63021 
   Attn: Membership  
 
  For the directory, upon joining/renewing, please provide your address, contact information including mail and num-
ber and year/model of your Triumph or Triumphs (feel free to list any other special interest/collectable vehicles you 
may have in your possession).  

  If you have any questions about membership, please contact SLTOA treasurer Dave Pollard at:  

dpollard@connectria.com 

See you at the next event! 
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SLTOA  Classifieds 

SLTOA’s on Facebook!  
www.facebook.com/home.php  
Group_134416339926824@ap  
=1 

 57 TR3—Recent ground-up restoration: new wire harness, 
stainless steel brake lines, new paint from bare sheet metal, 
new upholstery. Many other new parts, has overdrive, disc 
brakes, wire wheels. Light blue with light gray interior, asking 
$19,000, contact Dave Massey at dave1massey@cs.com. 
(May 21) 

68 TR250—Very good con-
dition, almost no rust, paint 
in good shape with a few 
chips.  New tires including 
spare, new Spax adjustable 
shocks front and rear (I have 

the original newly rebuilt shocks with upgraded inserts, used 
for three months), new front lights, light rims and horns, rebuilt 
accelerator linkage and new choke cable.  Comes with brand 
new tonneau cover, top and boot cover are only a few years 
old.  Asking $37,500, in St Louis, to see the car call up https://
classics.autotrader.com/classic-cars/1968/triumph/
tr250/101760554. (AutoTrader)(Oct 22)  

73 Stag—Stag project car, 
only 67,100 miles, still in 
pretty decent shape.  Mini-
mal rust in body, few minor 
dings, floors, trunk and 
frame still pretty solid, origi-
nal Sienna Brown paint isn’t 

great.  Problematic V8 replaced by a GM V6 with four-speed 
transmission, engine runs strong but clutch needs bleeding.  
Brake pedal goes to the floor but the emergency brake works. 
All gauges and power windows operate, passenger door can’t 
be opened from the outside.  No title, will be sold with a Kan-
sas Antique Bill of Sale.  Located in Olathe, Kansas vicinity, 
price reduced to $5300 cash, no trades or payments, call 
(913)249-9430  (Craigslist)(Jul 22) 

76 TR7—California car until two years ago, believe it original-
ly a Victory Edition. It has stock carburetors with a 4-speed 
that is “touchy.” A spare transmission, believed to be rebuilt 
two years ago, goes with the car. Paint is good with a few 

chips and there is some slight rust on the hood vents. The car 
has 88,000 miles and a number of new parts installed. The 
engine runs well and the car is offered to SLTOA members 
for $2800. Photos available at  https://link.shutterfly.com/
eFOm3WNx2ob. Need to sell, contact Michael Bakalor at 
mlb1977tr7@outlook.com or call (314)630-9381 if you are 
interested or have questions. (May 2022) 

79 Spitfire—In St Louis; 
well maintained, always gar-
aged, low mileage (14,500) 
with limited usage.  Have 
owned since 1996 with rec-
ords and knowledge of previ-
ous two owners. Asking 
$12,000, to see the car call 

up https://classics.autotrader.com/classic-cars/1979/triumph/
spitfire/101814104 (Autotrader Classics) (Nov 22)  

For Sale—TR6 body parts, new or like new.  Call Greg at 
(573)821-4703 (Oct 22)  

$6500 Triumph Spitfire Chassis Hot Road for Sale – 
Handcrafted Kit Car.  Here is something I never thought I 
would see. $6500 Triumph Spitfire Chassis Hot Rod For 
Sale. A friend of the website, Eric Stafford has built a few of 
these over the years and they are just great and the price is 
even better. 

Keep in mind at $6500 you will not be getting some 500hp 
crate motor, beefed up rear end, etc. What you will get is a 
hand laid fiberglass body, a Triumph Spitfire chassis, and a 
bone stock Spitfire Engine. But it will be turnkey , have a valid 
title, and be ready to roll. 

Eric is located in Ohio and can be reached via facebook here 
https://www.facebook.com/eric.stafford.182 . You can even 
email us and we will forward your contact info to him. 

He is only going to make a few of these so don’t sleep on it!   

 

Best of,... 
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SLTOA 

Meeting 

Tuesday  

21 February  

The Post Sports 

Bar & Grill 

 
 

 

 

 

763 Old Ballas Rd 

Creve Coeur 

(314)736-1205 

 

Show after 5-5:30, 
consume mass 

quantities, swing for 
the fences 

 

And Finally... 

Ahhhh,  
winter in the 
Midwest... 


