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Calendar 

 

18 Mar 23—Cedar Lake Cellars Drive.  Meet at the MO 94/I-64 commuter lot at 10 AM, cars depart at 
10:30 AM.   

21 Mar 23—SLTOA monthly meeting, Culpepper’s, 3010 W Clay St (I-70 at Zumbehl), St Charles, 7 PM.   

SoCenVTR 24 committee meets at 5:30 PM.  

9 Apr 23—MG-Triumph Challenge XIII for the British Leyland Cup, in association with the Horse-

less Carriage Club of Missouri’s annual Forest Park Easter Concours d’Elegance, in the Muny upper 
lot, Forest Park.  Get those Triumphs ready, for more information or to sign up, contact Creig Houghtaling.  

18 Apr 23—SLTOA monthly meeting.  

19-22 Apr 23—South Central VTR, hosted by the Texas Triumph Register in Sugar Land, Texas, celebrating the TR2.  Host 
hotel is the Sugar Land Hilton Garden Inn, expect drives, a funkhana and autocross along with the traditional awards ban-
quet at the hotel.  More details including registration information to follow, in the meantime call up 
www.texastriumphregister.org/1373-2/.   

27 May-4 Jun 23—27
th

 Annual British Car Week.  Info on events at www.britishcarweek.org/events.html.  

19-22 Jun 23—Triumph Register of America TRA 2023, at Hueston Woods Lodge, College Corner, Ohio.  Hosted by Miami 
Valley Triumphs, info at www.miamivalleytriumphs.org/tra-2023/.   

13-16 Jul 23—Annual Kastner Cup, held in association with the Weather Tech International Challenge with Brian Redman at 
Road America, Elkhart Lake.  Triumph will serve as the featured marque for the weekend’s activities.  Road trip to Wiscon-
sin, anyone?  

14-17 Sept 23—TWS Gathering 2023, in Stowe, Vermont.  Back road drives, car show, dinners and socializing, Rover V8 
tech session and an autocross.   More to follow,  info at https://allevents.in/stowe/tws-gathering-2023/200024199789628.  

28 Sept-1 Oct 23—Triumph By Design/VTR National, Dillard, Georgia, hosted by the Georgia Triumph Association and the 

British Auto Owners of Middle Georgia.  Gather in the picturesque Little Tennessee River Valley of North Georgia to cele-
brate the vision of Giovanni Michelotti.  Information including registration and lodging at https://vtr2023.org.   

19 Mar 23—MG Club of St Louis Pinewood Derby, 1-3 PM, The Place, 600 Spirit Valley E Drive.  More info to follow, monitor 
https://stlouismgclub.com/.  

20 Mar 23—MG Club of St Louis Tech Session No. 3, Transmissions & Overdrive.  At It’s Alive Automotive, 11714 St 
Charles Rock :Rd, Bridgeton, 6-8 PM.   

25 Mar 23—Caffeine & Chrome, Gateway Classic Cars, 1237 Central Park Dr, O’Fallon, Illinois, 9 AM-12 Noon.  No admis-
sion fee, come on in and have donuts and coffee.   

26 Mar 23—MG Club of St Louis Annual Terry Fanning Rally, meet at Dierbergs Hilltop Center, 9:30 AM, for a spirited drive 
through West County and beyond.  Monitor https://stlouismgclub.com/.  

30 Mar 23—MG Club of St Louis RUBCO, west county Uncle Bill’s Pancake & Dinner House, 14196 Manchester Rd, 9:30 AM-
11 AM. paws 

2 Apr 23—Boeing Sports Car Club Autocross No. 2, Family Arena, St Charles.  Show around 9-9:30 , $50 for six runs.  
For more information or to get on the email list, contact Racer Steve at sshab@yahoo.com.   

8 Apr 23—Annual Gateway Healey Association Wash-Up/Tune-Up.  Traditional pre-Forest Park gathering for British car own-
ers (or whatever other interesting vehicle you have).  Details TBD, keep an eye on www.gatewayhealey.com.  

9 Apr 23—Annual Forest Park Easter Concours d’Elegance, hosted by the Horseless Carriage Club of Missouri.  Still in 

planning, monitor http://hccmo.com/easter-concours-delegance-2/.  The event will include MG-Triumph Challenge XII.  

15 Apr 23—What should be the first Cars & Coffee/Amp Up of the season, 13901 Manchester (Home Depot/Fresh Thyme 
shopping center), details and other dates to follow.  

15-16 Apr 23—80
th

 Annual Goodwood Members Meeting, Goodwood Circuit, Chichester, Sussex, England.  Info at 
https://www.goodwood.com.   

16 Apr 23—MG Club of St Louis drive/picnic in honor of Cecil Kimber’s Birthday/Drive Your MG Day, 11:30 AM-?, Babler 
State Park, 800 Guy Park Dr, Wildwood.  Bring a side!   

16 Apr 23—SCCA autocross/Solo II Event 1, Family Arena.  Event fee $55, plus a $15 weekend membership for non-SCCA 
members; online pre-registration is $45. For more info, monitor https://solo.stlscca.org/. 

29 Apr 23—Go West Tour, Jaguar Association of Greater St Louis.  Details TBA, monitor www.jagstl.com. 
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 27 Apr 23—MG Club of St Louis RUBCO, Silver Pancake House, 9983 Manchester Rd, 9:30-11 AM 

29 Apr 23—MG Club of St Louis 2023 Missouri Endurance Rally/”North to Alaska.”  Arrive at the McDonald’s in Alton, 
717 E Broadway, at 6:30 AM.  Driver’s meeting at 7:00 AM, mileage check at 7:30 AM and first car out around 8 AM.  Open to 
all British cars manufactured on or before 1981, no smart phones, GPS or other electronic navigation devices allowed.  $10 
per car, register/pay at https://www.stlouismgclub.com/buy-stuff, for more info contact Rally Master Tom Hurlbert  at rally-
bastard@stlouismgclub.com. 9 

29 Apr 23—Caffeine & Chrome/Sparkplug Spectacular, Gateway Classic Cars, 1237 Central Park Dr, O’Fallon, Illinois, 9 
AM-12 Noon.  No admission fee, come on in and have donuts and coffee.  

30 Apr 23— SCCA autocross/Solo II Novice School, Family Arena.  For more info, monitor https://solo.stlscca.org/. 

5-7 May 23— SCCA autocross/Solo II CAM/Extreme Challenge, Family Arena.  For more info, monitor https://
solo.stlscca.org/. 

6-7 May 23—MG Club of St Louis Fling in the Spring, rally to Peoria to enjoy the Wheels O’Time and Caterpillar Museums, 
meet at 9 AM.  Monitor https://stlouismgclub.com for more information.  

14 May 23—Jaguar Association of Greater St Louis Run to Country Classic Cars, 2149 E Frontage Rd, Staunton.  Monitor 
https://www.jagstl.com for details. p 

20 May 23—VA St Louis Car Show, celebrating over 100 years of world class service to our nation’s heroes.  Car show, mu-
sic, visit by Fred Bird, food trucks, military re-enactors and VA health care and benefits tables.  At the Jefferson Barracks VA 
Center, 1 Jefferson Barracks Drive (exit onto Koch Rd), 9 AM-3 PM.  For info or to register your car, email 
vastlevents@va.gov.  

25 May 23—MG Club of St Louis RUBCO, Golden Oak Pancake House, 7289 Watson Rd, 9:30-11:00 AM.  

27 May 23—Caffeine & Chrome, Gateway Classic Cars, 1237 Central Park Dr, O’Fallon, Illinois, 9 AM-12 Noon.  No admis-
sion fee, come on in and have donuts and coffee.   

28 May 23—SCCA autocross/Solo II Event 2, Family Arena.  Event fee $55, plus a $15 weekend membership for non-SCCA 
members; online pre-registration is $45. For more info, monitor https://solo.stlscca.org/. 

2-4 Jun 23—32
nd

 Annual Champagne British Car Festival, at the David Davis Mansion in Bloomington, Illinois, spon-
sored by the Illinois Flat Land British Car Club.  Celebrating 100 years of MG, events include a Friday night welcome recep-
tion, self-guided rally to historic Pontiac, Illinois on Saturday with special access to the Route 66 Hall of Fame & Museum and 
the Pontiac-Oakland Automobile Museum.  Banquet Saturday night, car show on the Clover Lawn of the David Davis Man-
sion on Sunday.  Info at https://iflbcc.club/iflbcc-home-page/; SLTOA is mounting an expedition.  

11 Jun 23—Boeing Sports Car Club Autocross No. 3, Family Arena, St Charles.  Show around 9-9:30 , $50 for six runs.  
For more information or to get on the email list, contact Racer Steve at sshab@yahoo.com.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Drive to Cedar Lake 
Cellars 

Saturday, 18 March  

Meet at the commuter lot at  
I-64/MO 94 

 

10:00 AM  

Cars roll at 10:30 AM  

 

MG-Triumph Challenge XIII 

For the British Leyland Participation Trophy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At the Forest Park Easter Concours 

Sunday 9 April 2023 

 
 

Yes, it’s that time again.  Get those Triumph’s ready!   

$15 per car 

Contact Creig Houghtaling to sign up 

creig55@live.com 
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SLTOA Meeting—21 February 2023 

   This month’s gathering took place at The Post, up on Old Ballas near Olive and we had a 
pretty good turnout of 18, with one Triumph in the parking lot.  The Post provided a private 
room complete with standard sports bar accouterments, including big screen TVs featuring 
your choice of Blues hockey or Mizzou basketball.  Probably no surprise, much of the pre-
meeting conversations concerned Sunday’s highly successful Polar Bear Run, which in-
cluded a substantial turnout by members of the Gateway Miata Club (“They’ve already 
posted photos online!”).   

   President John Willerton called the proceedings to order at 7 PM and Jack David asked 
him to conduct  the club’s business “as quickly as possible” as it was past his bed time.  
Prez John did advise he’d initially planned on holding an abbreviated version of February’s 
meeting at the end of Polar Bear, but in the end that just wasn’t practical, what with our 
members spread out around the Brew Haus in Pacific.   

Minutes—Discussion/approval of January’s minutes didn’t come up.   

Treasurer’s Report—The membership account has $4303.69, events account $81.63.   

Events—Prez John emphasized an intent by the executive committee to come up with a 
schedule of drives/shows/other events for 2023.  He apologized for not getting it done 
sooner “…but we will catch up.”  As it stands right now, we have a slate of activities through 
June.   

   As part of the effort, the club’s planning a drive to the Cedar Lake Cellars south of Foris-
tell on Saturday, 18 March.  

• Per Events Chairman Creig Houghtaling, meet at the I-64/US-40/MO 94 commuter lot 
in O’Fallon, MO, we’ll depart at 10:30 AM for the winery.   

• Jeff Zilch mentioned he’d been out there recently; the road into the winery and the 
parking lot are now paved.   

    Expect a tech session at It’s Alive Automotive in April.  Discussion followed on whether 
or not to incorporate the club’s monthly meeting in the tech session, no decision as of yet.  

    Ed Kaizer reminded everyone of the annual Fall Colours Drive in October.  This drive 
usually brings out participants from other clubs and remains an SLTOA favorite.  

   This year’s 60th anniversary Forest Park Easter Concours d’Elegance, incorporating 
the MG-Triumph Challenge for the British Leyland Cup, is scheduled for 9 April.    

(Continued on page 12) 

President’s Musings 

By John Willerton 

   This column represents my last 
“President’s Musing”. I was elected 
to the position in mid-year 
of 2019 and our election this month 
will determine our next President. It 
has truly been a privilege and I will 
be joining a stellar list of past presi-
dents that includes Creig Houghtal-
ing, Steve Moore, Karl Schmitt, 
Andy Stark, and many more. 

   One of the pleasures of the Presi-
dency is to write a column for the 
Exhaust Notes.  My predecessor, 
Andy Stark, who did an admirable 
job writing for the newsletter, left 
the club and the country to work in 
Saudi Arabia. Happily, Andy is back 
home and still driving sports cars. 
Hopefully we will see him at the 
Boeing Sports Car Club Autocross 
again this summer. 

   It has been an enjoyable and in-
teresting time as president, thanks 
to the help and support of all 
the amazing and thoughtful people 
on the Executive Committee and 
other members of the club. 
COVID 19 created it’s own chal-
lenges, but thanks to Zoom technol-
ogy we were able to continue to 
meet, even though personal banter 
and random conversations were 
lacking from this time period. Even 
though we could not be in close 
proximity to each other, we all man-
aged to stay healthy and we still 
had drives. 

   During that time, we managed to 
implement a new set of By Laws 
which formalized the club’s 
structure. The changes were neces-
sary to bring us into parity with oth-
er Triumph clubs and to 
assist us in our bid to host the 
South Central Triumph Registry 
Convention in 2024.  

   The SCVTR event is coming 
along well and promises to be a fun 
time that you won’t want to miss. 
This convention has never been 
held this far north before and we 
are hoping to attract Triumph 

(Continued on page 20) 
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Polar Bear Run—19 February 

    Some 40 years ago the members of the recently established St Louis Triumph Owners 
Association held their first official club activity, a drive named “Polar Bear.”  It took place 
during the winter of 1982-1983 and surprise, surprise, the weather wasn’t the greatest.  
Still, four cars (TR3, TR4, TR6 and TR7) and seven members made the initial run, in the 
process setting the standard for top-down-no-matter-what-the-weather.  Former member 
and Exhaust Notes editor Mike Lains later recalled the drive constituted a learning experi-
ence, particularly for those new to British sports cars with vinyl tops:  

  Very early on, people learned you couldn’t put the top down when you got to the start 
point if it was well below freezing.  I can’t remember whose car gave it up, but the plas-
tic rear window shattered.  If you want to Polar Bear, you need to drop the top in your 
heated garage before the event.  

   Fortunately, in 2023 we had incredibly good weather for this annual first drive of the sea-
son; overall, this has been one of the mildest Midwest winters in anyone’s recollection, save for the frigid cold of December.  Any-
way, at show time at the Schnuck’s out on MO 30 down near High Ridge, the temperature was about 43° with severe clear and a 
promise of a high around 65°.  Several started the drive tops down (hey, great having cars with functioning heaters, eh?) whi le 
others put tops down when they could.  

    What was truly memorable this year was the turn-
out: 54 cars with approximately 120 participants, 
easily a record for the Polar Bear Run (BTW, who  
was the 54th to arrive?  Iggy Yuan in his TR6).  We 
welcomed a large contingent from the Gateway Miata 
Club, had a good turnout of Triumphs and MGs and 
several standouts, including a ’73 Jensen-Healey, a 
Porsche 912, a Mercedes, a couple of BMWs, two 
Fiats and a true standout, the ’66 Chevrolet Impala of 
Mark and Mike Paur, Stephen Paur’s nephew and 
brother respectively. 

   Karl Schmitt and Creig Houghtaling developed the 
route, which wound through some particularly scenic 
country between the vicinity of High Ridge and then 
west and north to the end point, the Brew Haus in  downtown Pacific.  Amazingly enough, the employees of the venue were able 
to get everyone inside (they probably thought Patton’s Third Army had arrived) and post-drive, the participants engaged in lively 
conversation and darn good food. Adding to the fun, Lee Fox of SLTOA and the MG Club of St Louis ginned up a great route for 
the return drive to greater St Louis.  After they departed the Brew Haus, several drivers were seen heading up the hill on North 1st/
Hwy OO for more twists and turns.   

   Great, GREAT first drive of the year, with only one “casualty.”  Dave Pollard and his son Aidan brought two cars, the white TR3 
and the family’s recently completed TR6.  Well, the 6 sustained carb problems somewhere between Don Robinson State Park and 
the end point in Pacific, but fortunately, the Pollards and Creig were able to get the car running properly and Aidan managed to get 
home under hist own steam.  Creig and David arrived in Pacific about 30 minutes after the automotive phalanx.   

   To all who participated, our thanks; this one was truly memorable.  Also, our thanks to the Brew Haus and in particular our serv-
ers, Lauren and Trinity, who somehow managed to keep the orders straight while delivering service with the proverbial smile.  

The first SLTOA Polar Bear Run (photo 
by Mike Lains)  

Ooh! Ooh! 
The official 

Car 54! 

Photo: NBC/Eupolis Productions 

Photo by Stephen L. Paur Continued on page 6 

On the cover: David Pollard in his TR3 leads the pack out of Robinson State Park  
(photo by Doug Morrell, Gateway VCOA) 
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SLP 

SLP 

SLP 

Polar Bear (continued from page 5)  

Photo by Stephen L. Paur Karl Schmitt and Creig Houghtaling brief the participants 

Traffic jam at Don Robinson State Park  Photo by Doug Morrell 
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Photo by Stephen L. Paur 

Photos by Doug Morrell 

Photo by Doug Morrell 

Continued on Page 8  
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Polar Bear (continued from page 7)  

Mike & Sonja Poropat Karl & Barbara Schmitt 

Craig Ingraham 

Mark Marshall David Pollard 
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Creig Houghtaling 

Lee Fox & Gail Johns 

Car 54: Iggy Yuan 

Dave & Linda Massey 

Aidan Pollard (continued on page 10) 

David Layton 
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Polar Bear (continued from page 9)  

YFE (photo by Doug Morrell)  John & Lyn Willerton  

Greg & Vickie Rieman Joe & Michelle Ammend 

Ken Suhr Mark & Mike Paur 



 

11 

DM 

DM 

DM 

Joe Poezl filmed a great video of the drive.  Call it up at 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=YikoBgP8jy0 

Thanks, Doug! 
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SLTOA’s on Facebook!  
www.facebook.com/home.php  
Group_134416339926824@ap  
=1 

• Creig said he’d heard from Neil with the Horseless Car-
riage Club of Missouri, asking if we intended to participate 
again this year (Rsp: “Absolutely!”).  

• Creig is collecting the $15 registration now, have several 
cars/owners lined up already.  He’ll take cash or contact 
him for other arrangements.  

   A discussion on the local Cars & Coffee events followed.  
The editor mentioned he hadn’t received formal notification 
yet, but they should resume in April.  

• Should still see four C&C locations in St Louis vicinity over 
four consecutive Saturdays: 1st Sat, Sunrise Church, 
O’Fallon, MO; 2

nd
 Sat, Fast Lane Classic Cars; 3

rd
 Sat, 

Amp Up on Manchester; and 4th Sat, Holman Motorcars, 
Chesterfield.   

• In addition, Gateway Classics continues to hold Caffeine 
& Chrome on the last Saturday of each month, in O’Fal-
lon, IL.  

   A member raised a question concerning the first-Friday 
Faith Church car show, aka “The Zoo.”   

• David Pollard mentioned a couple of years ago the organ-
izers said they’d’ reserve a row for LBCs, didn’t know if 
that was still in effect.  

• YFE said he’d contact the church to confirm.  

   Speaking of shows, Ed Kaizer asked if anyone knew if the 
Sunrise Family Restaurant on Lindberg, across from Daniel 
Schmitt, was still open.  It used to host periodic car cruises.   

• Restaurant’s still open, breakfast and lunch only, no word 
on shows/cruises 

   Creig reminded everyone that the Boeing Sports Car Club 
autocross season started with an event at Family Arena on 12 
March, “Bring a helmet and come out for a ride-along.”   

• He added it was easy to get into the autocross, there were 
usually slots available.  

   Ed reminded everyone of the annual Champagne British Car 
Festival, in Bloomington, “…it’s a fun weekend.”)..  

• Several SLTOA members have already announced their 
plans to participate in this year’s event.  

    YFE reminded everyone of the Kastner Cup event at Road 
America, Elkhart Lake, mid-July.  

• Again, several members have expressed an interest in 
caravanning up.  

• Creig mentioned Jim Dooley would have his vintage TR6 
at the event.   YFE mentioned the Jaguar Association’s 
Phil Taxman would probably race that weekend in his 
immaculate E-Type FHC.   

• There will be a specified course-side parking area for Tri-
umphs, should be a fun vintage weekend. 

    Concerning the South Central VTR gathering in Sugar 
Land, Texas,, scheduled for the third weekend of April, looks 
like Dave Massey, David Pollard and Mark Morgan will attend, 
Prez John hopes to attend. 

Old Business—Preparations continue for the 2024 South 
Central VTR confab here in St Louis. 

Minutes (Continued from page 4) • Dave Massey noted we need to be set up with a website 
and ability to take reservations by the time of the Sugar 
Land regional.   

• The SLTOA participants in the Sugar Land South Central 
VTR ’23 will get an opportunity to make a brief presenta-
tion at the banquet. 

• We need a logo, photos and a theme, such as “Triumphs 
Under the Arch.” 

• Discussion followed.  Ed Kaizer came up with “Arc de 
Triumph,” JW suggested “A Confluence of TRs.”  Other 
ideas got batted around; the editor suggested “Triumphs 
in the Lou,” but that sounded too much like “Triumphs in 
the Loo” and was summarily rejected.  

• Creig stated he’d lined up assistance from the Boeing 
Sports Car Club for design, equipping and running the 
autocross.   

• Big problem: we need to identify a1.5-3 acre lot where we 
can actually hold the event.  Creig said he was looking at 
Chesapeake Mall, asked for assistance in identifying oth-
er possible venues.  Have an idea, contact Creig.  

• Rich Etz suggested the old outlet mall on I-64 in Chester-
field.  Rsp: The massive re-development of the site I not a 
mixed entertainment/activity venue is continuing.   

• Dave M reminded everyone that VTR members will be 
covered by VTR insurance during the events.  

• As to possible sponsors, a number of names got batted 
around: World :Wide Technology, Bommarito, Enterprise, 
Hyman Motors, It’s Alive, St Louis Auto Museum, Fast 
Lane, MotoExotica, Moss Motors, The Wedge Shop 

• The committee will compile a list and start making phone 
calls.  

New Business—Prez John reminded everyone the March 
meeting will include the election of a new club president.  
Someone nominated Jack David.  Rsp: “Expletive deleted.”  
Jack followed up with, “You had it easy, most of your term was 
during the  pandemic.” JW’s rsp: “Oh great, now he can hear.”  

   The meeting concluded at 8:03 PM, following the “works in 
progress” around-the-room.  Our thanks to The Point for the 
great food and to our servers Megan and Emily.   
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Works In Progress... 

 

Creig Houghtaling – The current project is the TR7 coupe, 
pretty nice car but it hasn’t run in a while.  It took some effort to 
replace the water pump.  I wanted to take the car on Po-
lar :Bear, but it still isn’t running too well, too many vacuum 
leaks that I’ll have to track down.  

Jeff Zilch – I’m trying to decide what kind of radio to put in.  
All I listen to is Sirius/XM, but I may put in a CD player, have 
two speakers in the back, need to add two up front.  Sugges-
tions followed: Get a cassette player?  8-Track?  Dave M sug-
gested Retrosound; their radios look appropriate to the vehicle, 
but you can get them fitted with Blue Tooth, a USB plug-in.  
They are pricey.  

Rich Etz – I haven’t done a whole lot on the car.  I ordered 
wheels from The Roadster Factory on 26 January, they were 
supposed to ship on 15 February.  As of today, still haven’t 
received them.  I called TRF and talked with Wendy, was noti-
fied Albert was out for the week.  BTW, anyone here have Pa-
nasports on their TR6?   

Yr Fthfl Ed -Gee, the more I drive the TR8, the better it runs.  
It ran great during Polar Bear.  

Jesse Lowe – I’m selling my car (Creig: “It’s a really good 
TR7.”  Ed Kaizer: “Good, now you can get a Miata”).  When 
asked, Jesse said he didn’t know if he was going to replace 
the Wedge with another Triumph. 

Greg Rieman – I decided to do my own work and repairs on 
the Spitfire following the accident, fortunately there’s not a lot 
of body work required.  Hopefully, I’ll have it running within a 
month or so.  

Joe Ammend – Produced a seriously bent push rod, souve-
nir of his ’74 Spitfire, lots of oohs and aahs from the crowd 
(see below)  “It ran when I put it way;” he found the bent rod 
the previous day, as well as a busted rocker arm end…from a 
different valve (more oohs and aahs and the odd “rut-ro!”  One 
member commented, “Oh wow, you definitely have a problem 
there.”  A general discussion followed.  As for the Charger, the 
dash is out and gages are getting rebuilt.  

Ed Kaizer – Got a building but haven’t done a thing on either 
car. The TR6 has a leak somewhere in the braking system.  
He said he’d just put in a new master cylinder, rsp: “That 
doesn’t mean it’s not leaking.”   

Sam Shepard – I’ve done 102 panel repairs on the Spitfire.  
The new goal is to have the car done by the regional in 2024.  
Q: “Is that possible?”  Rsp: “I don’t’ know.”  

David Pollard – As you all have heard, one of our two cars 
didn’t make.  Aidan was driving the TR6, it stopped about five 
miles from Pacific.  Creig Houghtaling helped, we identified gas 
leaking from the choke.  After talking with David Yannayon and 
Steve Moore, I bought Webers.  

Jeff Zilch – I have Webers on my car, get a lot of gas smell 
(rsp from the floor: DON”T TELL HIM THAT!”).  Apparently 
they’re Weber downdrafts, there might be a leak in the fuel 
system somewhere.  

John Willerton – I need a group intervention to come over 
and get the bodywork done on the TR3.  I am coming back 
from illness and am ready to get back into it, TR3 first and then 
the TR6.   

Dave Massey – Am continuing preparations to put headers 
on the TR8, the car will probably be off the road for a couple of 
weeks.  I’ve also been busy testing and verifying proper opera-
tion of the crank trigger and Idle Air Control with the 
MegaSquirt fuel injection, trouble-shooting, trying to get it idle 
properly.  My only concern is I don’t’ know what the flow rate is 
for the injectors, will probably get a meter so I can check it.  
Comment from floor: “Can you do it using computer software?”  
Discussion followed.   

Off the Web 
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Drive Your Triumph Day—10 February 2023 

Ed Note: We had a really good turnout this year by the local Triumph faithful, in celebration of the 
10 February 1895 birthday of Sir John Black.  Here’s organizer Rye Livingston’s email announc-
ing posting of the photos (cut and paste the link and check them out), with photos of the SLTOA 
member’s cars, followed by several of the more interesting/unique submissions.   

Dear Drive Your Triumph Day Community, 

This is my second sending of this email as I've received several emails asking when they can see 
the photos. I've added over 250 new addresses harvested from emails submitting photos, so 
some of you will receive this email twice. 

I’ve received several inquiries from around the world asking when the photos will be available to 
view, and I apologize for the delay. Shutterfly is discontinuing their Share Sites, so I’ve been re-
searching new services to share the photos, and a big storm in California caused a loss of power 

and internet at my home for 8 days. I also received more photos to process than last year which is great. 

I’m not sure this is the best and final solution, but it was fairly easy to set up and make the photos available without any further 
delay. I’ve created a Facebook page for Drive Your Triumph Day. You do NOT need to have a FB account to view 748 photos 
from around the world, click here: 

https://www.facebook.com/Drive-Your-Triumph-Day-118050974550900/photos/?ref=page_internal 

On the home page click on “photos”. From there you can scroll down through all the photos, or better yet click on the first one and 
it will open up in its own page with the information regarding whose car, year and model, and most interestingly, where in the world 
the photo was taken which I find fascinating. If you do have a Facebook account, log in and you can make comments, along with 
checking to see comments and questions about your car. 

Thank you to all of you who contributed photos of your car for Drive Your Triumph Day 2023. Your participation has made this 
year's event a huge success. I look forward to seeing your Triumph on the road for many more years to come. Speaking of next 
year, Drive Your Triumph, February 10, 2024, falls on a Saturday. I hope to see many more participants enjoying their Triumphs 
on a drive or in their garage. 

Regards, 

Rye Livingston 
Triumph Travelers Sports Car Club 
1960 Triumph TR3A 
PH: 530-FIND-RYE 
DriveYourTriumphDay@gmail.com 

Lee Fox, TR6 Left to right: Dave Pollard TR6; Dave Massey, TR8; Lee Fox, 
TR6; David Yannayon, TR6; and Andy Ackerman, MGB GT 
(waitaminit…)   



 

15 

Stephen Paur, 1976 TR6 Steve Richardson, 1976 TR7 w/ F-101F 58-0269  

YFE, TR8  

Dave Massey, TR8 Creig Houghtaling, TR6 

Warwick Budd, 1958 Standard 10, Kootingal, New South Wales 

Vesa Holm, 1969 Herald, Vilassari, Sumi, Finland Triumph Stags, Triumph Car Club Victoria, Australia 
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Drive Your Triumph Day (continued from page 19) 

GT6, TR Register/Lea Valley Group TR4, Tony Drews, Geneseo, Illinois TR3, Steffen Lueders, Baden Wurttemberg 

Robert Bensley, Standard Vanguard 6, NSW Phil Heycock, 1951 Renown, England Paul Woods, 1973 Triumph Stag, Boise, ID 

Paul Reid, 1946 Standard 8, North Cumbria Karen & Steve Knudson, 1967 Spit, Edmonds, WA Pat Cashman, Vicksburg 

North Bay Triumph Group, San Francisco Ken Floyd, TR250, Forest Grove, Oregon Art Graves & Jim Murray, Tulsa 

Andrew Newman, 1970 Mk 2000, Silverstone Duncan Wood, 1936 Gloria  Albert de Vos, Pretoria, South Africa 
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Rallies & Slaloms 

 

By James Pittman 
Corvairs of New Mexico  

 

Editor’s Note: Right about 49 years ago a group of seven or 
eight Corvair enthusiasts gathered in Albuquerque, New Mexi-
co, and established Corvairs of New Mexico as a chartered 
chapter of the Corvair Society of America (CORSA).  Yr Fthfl 
Ed was one of the founding members, as well as the club’s 
first president and it’s first newsletter editor.  

   After YFE graduated from the University of New Mexico and 
commissioned into the US Navy, the club went through a cou-
ple of editors before Jim agreed to take on the task.  He’s 
been doing it ever since; he probably holds the record for car 
club newsletter editorship here in the states, some four dec-
ades later.  

   This article is heavy on Jim’s experiences rallying and auto-
crossing Corvairs BUT, he got his start running LBCs.  Read 
on for a highly entertaining story of competition driving, incor-
porating several good tips as well as plenty of commentary on 
why events like autocrosses and rallies are so much fun—
YFE 

 

   When Ford introduced the Mustang in April 1964 my reliable 
Ford Fairlane immediately became dull and boring and I want-
ed a new Mustang.  I started making plans to buy one. But a 
chance test drive in a used TR4 changed my mind.  I decided 
I should buy a “real” sports car and the best one for me 
seemed to be an Austin-Healey 3000.  This purchase immedi-
ately made me a “sports car person” and now I had to live up 
to the status.   As I met other sports car owners I found that 
some assumed the look of an English gentleman driving 
around in his MG or Jaguar with tweeds, vest and Sherlock 
cap, smoking a pipe.  Others lived to show off their driving 
skills with fancy gear shifts and “drifting” through corners.  

   I was not into the country squire image but I did want to 
master the skills of driving a high-performance machine: how 
to make quick smooth gear shifts and how to handle curves 
on twisty country roads.  I wanted to drive fast safely in the 
spirit of the MG motto of the time, “Safety Fast.”  This was 
near Dayton in southwestern Ohio where there were many 
miles of curvy, well-paved country roads, just perfect for 
sports car drivers.  And there were plenty of young sports car 
owners, many looking for weekend events where the could 
show off their British or German cars.  There were at least 
four major sports car clubs in the area, and a major interest 

was going on rallies.  If there was racing going on nearby, I 
never found out about it.   

   The local sports car club I joined was a branch of the SCCA, 
Sports Car Club of America.  I soon had friends who owned 
MGAs, MGBs, Alpines, Sprites, Midgets, TR4s and Spitfires.  
There were challenging rallies nearby on most weekends. On 
my very first rally (I recruited another lieutenant to be my navi-
gator), I had my very first failed clutch hydraulic cylinder.  For-
tunately, I had learned enough about “double-clutching” by 
this time to be able to limp home.  Now I had a real problem: 
where to get the clutch fixed?  My friends said, “Don’t go to 
the dealer, go to Big Larry’s.”   

   Everyone who owned an English sports car longer than a 
month back in the sixties surely knows about the Big Larrys of 
the sports car world.  When I went to his shop I found Big Lar-
ry tinkering with the Weber carburetors from a somewhat mis-
treated Lotus Elan.  He knew instantly what to do about my 
clutch: “Dust in the slave cylinder cause a leak, have it ready 
for you by Wednesday,” he said.   This was not my last visit to 
Big Larry.  I’d imagine my engine wasn’t pulling well in the 
middle of a rally and my friends would argue about whether it 
was the Lucas electrics or the SU’s fuel mix needles or the 
level of the damper oil.  Back to Big Larry’s I go for another 
lesson on what British sports cars needed to keep running.  

   One day I complained about the performance of the car just 
as an older black Healey pulled into the lot.  Big Larry called to 
the driver, told him I was bitching about my new Austin-Healey 
and suggested he take me for a ride to show me what a real 
Austin-Healey could do.  The driver was willing and I buckled 
up in the passenger seat.  I now had a demonstration of accel-
eration, handling and braking such as I was only to experience 
one more in my entire sports car career.  When we returned 
safely to Big Larry’s shop I not only had a new respect for the 
capabilities of the Healey, I had a determination to learn how 
to do that kind of driving myself.  

   I learned some of the techniques of high-performance driv-
ing from other owners of sports cars and from reading.  There 
were books on competition driving in the library.  There were 
magazine articles.  I subscribed to Road & Track and Car and 
Driver.  And, what I learned, I went out on roads to practice.  I 
imaged that the curvy southwestern Ohio country roads were 
less dangerous at night: there was less traffic and you could 
see incoming cars by their headlights.  So at night I’d find 
handy curves to practice “drifting” and “double-declutching” 
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and “heel-and-toe” downshifts.  Often I’d find myself on the 
wrong side of the road when I went into a right-hand turn a 
little too fast, but I never slid into the ditch.  Gradually I gained 
skill at getting more speed out of the Healey and I was able to 
avoid doing anything stupid enough to wreck the car.  

   I went on a lot rallies. One club had members who were 

only interested in motoring around the countryside in their 
English cars and retiring to a pub for tea and crumpets.  An-
other club had members who wanted to put on complex rallies 
with fiendishly tricky but precise instructions that had to be 
followed to the letter for success.  Another club was made up 
of speed demons who just wanted an excuse to drive around 
the country roads as fast as their exotic cars would take them.  
I usually went with the second group, but occasionally I got 
into the third kind of rally.  I always wanted to drive, but if I 
couldn’t get a navigator I was willing to navigate for another 
driver.  

   When I got a chance to be assigned to a four-year tour of 
duty in Alaska I decided to trade the Austin-Healey for a 1966 
Corsa coupe with turbocharged engine.  The Corvair turned 
out to be a remarkably satisfactory sports car for me.  There 
were no rallies for me in Alaska but after a year the Air Force 
closed the lab and I was able to get assigned to Holloman 
AFB near Alamogordo in southern New Mexico.   

   Possibly due to a lack of curvy country roads, the Otero 
Sports Car Association people didn’t do rallies.  Some were 
racers and the rest were enthused for slaloms.  Okay, no ral-
lies, I’m willing to try this.  My Corsa already had heavy-duty 
suspension, fast steering and a turbo engine so all it needed 
was metallic brakes, Koni shocks and better tires.  

   I started by entering a slalom in El Paso and the officials put 
my car in the “modified” class because of the turbo engine.  
Maybe they had never seen a turbo before, but they wouldn’t 
budge.  I did not press the point as I just wanted to see how 
this slalom thing worked and was competing against myself.   

   It was fun to learn this new thing, and I quickly found racing 
around a pylon-bedecked course was very different from driv-
ing on actual highways.  The thing was, you could go as fast 
as you dared and you only risked  being embarrassed if you 

plowed over a few rubber pylons.  And there were lots of 
curves! 

   The turbo Corsa had no torque at low speeds.  It needed to 
be hot and you needed lots of revs to get any boost out of the 
turbo.  I found that the courses were usually laid out for cor-
nering, not for high speeds, and once I shifted from first to 
second I could run the rest of the courses without shifting to 
third.  The idea was to slow for a curve as little and as late as 
you dared, then use the power to “drift” the rear end out and 
then power out of the curve.  

   I read about a modifications to help turbo Corvairs keep the 
exhaust heated up for more boost: wrapping the exhaust pipes 
with insulation held in place by heavy-gauge aluminum foil.  I 
bought a kit and installed it.  I am not sure that it made any 
difference in slaloms and eventually the insulation resulted in 
the exhaust pipes rusting out! 

   Another lesson I learned at these slaloms was, don’t’ let your 
friend drive your car.  I saw not a few people who lent their 
cars to friends for a slalom and their friends turned in much 
better times.   Maybe the friends were more willing to abuse 
the car than the owner.  Certainly I did not want to abuse my 
car.  Go fast, yes; damage the transmission or brakes, no.  
This was my transportation, not my race car.  I did not care to 
have anyone else drive it.   

   Once I asked Dr Farr, whose mid-life crisis toy was a race-
prepared Austin-Healey 100, how to do better at slaloming.  
“Have you ever spun out in your Corvair?”  He asked. I said, 
“No, I never have.”  “If you don’t spin out you don’t know how 
fast your car can corner.  Next run, deliberately spin out so 
you’ll know what it feels like.”  I tried, but I never was able to 
spin the Corvair on a paved surface.  

   My MGB, yes, I was able to spin it.  Keeping it just this side 
of actual spin took practice but that was the way to go fast.  I 
though my Corvair and my MG were pretty evenly matched for 
slalom speed. I could beat an average driver of an MGB, but a 
good driver in an MGB could beat me.  

(Continued on page 19) 
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Negative Camber  By the Editor 

   Metallic brakes made quite a difference in stopping power 
and I can’t recall every having brake fade, once I installed 
them.  In later years when I bought Corvairs, I always installed 
metallic brakes.  

   Tires were 
another matter.  
I bought Michel-
in tires before I 
went to Alaska 
and they were 
excellent for 
highway driving, 
but not good at 
all for slaloming.  
I read about 
wider wheels 
and “stickier” tires and tried two or three kinds of tires.  At Hol-
loman AFB I drove about seven miles to work at our remote lab 
every day and I really enjoyed taking the deserted road around 
the west side of the runway.  It had a few curves and a long 
straight and no one was around to complain about speeding.  
I’d put on a new set of tires to see how they felt on the way to 
work. . It amazed me how different the car felt with different 
tires as I went around the curves.  One kind of tire made the 
car feel like it was “riding on rails” while another felt like the 
rear suspension would rise a couple of inches as the car went 
around a curve.  

    I could mention another advantage of going to work “the 
long way because from the back side of the base there was an 
incredible view of the Sacramento Mountains and over toward 
the north was Sierra Blanca, always snow-covered during the 
winter months.  

Rallies & Slaloms (Continued from page 18)    After installing the “blueprinted” 140-HP 4-carb engine my 
slalom days were pretty much over.  I did a few tweaks to the 
carburetors to prevent fuel starvation while cornering, but the 
charm of slaloming gradually went away.   I eventually got 
wider wheels to put on my Corvair; the were 6-inch-wide Ca-
maro wheels.  I put Michelin 185-13 tires on the front and 195-
14 tires on the rear and this seemed to be an ideal combina-
tion for highway driving.  

   Back when I was an avid performance driving enthusiast I 
imagined that getting a lot of practice with slaloms would im-
prove my speed and safety while driving on the highway, but I 
could never fully believe it.  Driving a Corvair in a slalom re-
quired you to be in “oversteer” mode essentially the thole time, 
but ordinary highway driving was almost always in 
“understeer” mode. I thought that driving on the highway was 
so different from slaloming that in case of an emergency I 
would not be able to make the transition quickly enough.  For-
tunately I never had any highway accidents that proved or 
disapproved this theory.  

   Sylvan Zuercher used to say that his dad taught him to al-
ways look ahead when driving to visualize an escape plan, just 
in case a sudden dangerous situation developed.  Good ad-
vice!  I have tried to follow it but it is not easy to do.  

   It has been a long time since I drove in a slalom.  I remem-
ber in 1981 taking my Corvair convertible to Los Alamos to a 
slalom but I didn’t drive.  The convertible was not a good car 
for slaloming. 

   Did my slaloming experiences make me a better driver?  
Maybe, and it was a lot of fun trying.   

 

This article originally appeared in the March 2023 issue En-
chanted Corvairs, Corvairs of New Mexico, Albuquerque.  Re-
printed with permission  

  You know, I 
may very well be 
putting the hex 
on local driving 
activities over the 

next 30-or-so days but I do believe winter’s over.  To be sure, 
we’re still going to see rain and temps in the 40s for a while 
and yes, the temps in December were brutal, but overall this is 
the mildest winter I’ve experienced since moving down here 
from Puget Sound back in ‘05.  

   One thing’s for sure, we’ve benefited from the unseasonably 
good weather.  As seen elsewhere this issue of the Notes, we 
scored a record turnout for this year’s Polar Bear Run, with a 
goodly number of Triumphs and MGs, plus the usual assort-
ment of other vehicles, including a few standouts (long as 
we’re at it, thanks for coming along Miata/MX-5 owners, you’re 
always welcome at our driving events).  

   Along the same lines, thanks to really good weather nine 
days prior on 10 February, seven of us got our TRs out (well, 
there was one MG in the bunch) for the annual Drive Your 
Triumph Day.   Again, check this issue for photos as well as a 
link to organizer Rye Livingston's web page; there you’ll be 
able to review all 700-plus (!) cars/owners who responded this 
year.  

    Finally, in a couple of vehicular news updates, according to 
Transport for London, effective 29 August London’s Ultra Low 

Emission Zone (ULEZ) will expand to cover the entire city.  If 
your car doesn’t meet low emissions standards, it’ll cost you 
£12.50 per day to enter the city...and that includes anyone 
who lives in London.   

   While we don’t have similar laws or proposals underway in 
any of our larger cities, there remains the possibility of some-
one somewhere demanding a new tax on vehicles—
particularly older vehicles and/or non-hybrids—operating in 
urban areas remains.  As always, we’ll keep monitoring the 
situation.  

   Finally, a movement that is taking hold in several countries is 
the “15-minute city” concept.  According to a 3 March article in 
the Washington Post (Kelsey Ables, “’15-minute city’ planning 
is on the rise, experts say.  Here’s what to know”)  the idea is 
to get more people into urban areas “...where every resident 
can reach essential resources by foot, bicycle or public 
transport within a quarter of an hour.”  According to Carlos 
Moreno, a professor at the Sorbonne in Paris who created the 
concept, the idea is “...to promote sustainability and health  by 
reducing car dependency and increasing physical activity.”   

   What efforts or initiatives will city governments take to con-
vince people to leave the burbs, move into more dense cities, 
take advantage of more transit opportunities, walk or ride bikes 
more and, as a corollary, own fewer cars?   Hard to 
say...apparently Portland, Oregon’s already working up plans 

(Continued on page 20) 
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Understanding British Slang 

although the details are scant.  

   The ultimate question: will this concept impact ownership 
and enjoyment of special interest and classic cars?   I’d say 
anything’s possible these days; we already have a concerted 
effort in several locales to implement greater restrictions and/
or higher taxes on POVs.   A prime example are the regular 
proposals for mileage taxes or fees, ostensibly in lieu of gas 
taxes.   

   Stay tuned, things are undoubtedly going to remain interest-
ing. 

Negative Camber (Continued from page 19) 

enthusiasts from parts of the country that wouldn’t normally 
attend the SCVTR. 

   One of the many things SLTOA members are known for is 
their depth of sports car knowledge and willingness to help. 
That has proven to be immensely important to me and to 
many others in and outside the club. I can, without hesitation, 
say I would not have progressed as far as I have with my 
TR3, without the help of many club members.  It is with pleas-
ure that I can say the car will be on the road soon.  \ 

   That helpful attitude has brought several new members to 
the club in the past few years and has helped non-members 
sell their cars through networking and the want ads in the 
newsletter. 

   At the end of each of our regular meetings, we ask the 
question; What project are you working on?  There is a lot of 
activity in the club members regarding their individual pro-
jects.  It is always fun to hear what everyone is working on.  I 
am appreciative of each member who is willing to  
share their story. 

   Of course, the drives are the most fun events of the club. 
We are blessed in St. Louis that we have such a variety of 
roads to travel.  We can drive in urban landscapes, to the flat 
land of flood plains, to curvy river roads, to foothills of the  
Ozarks in a single day.  The diversity is endless and each 
stretch of road, beautiful in its own way. 

   I look forward to seeing each of you out there next drive, 
and the next, wherever that may be. 

   Happy Motoring 

     - John 

Musings (Continued from page 4) 

By Stella, 7 October 2022, via Larry Brown 

 The United States and Great Britain are two coun-

tries separated by a common language  

   This famous quote, commonly attributed to George Bernard 
Shaw, highlights the differences between two countries where 
the language is the same (or similar!) to your language. It 
could also apply to Australia or Canada.  

   Jumped up (adjective)—Denoting someone who considers 
themselves to be more important than they really are, or who 
has suddenly and undeservedly risen in status: “She’s not 
really a journalist, more a jumped-up PR woman.”  Heard on 
more than one program, but especially on “Downton Abbey,” 
when Violet’s maid calls Dr Clarkson a “Jumped up old saw-
bones.”  

Cheeky—Playfully impertinent: “Did you just whistle at that 
old lady?  You cheeky monkey.” 

Blighty—A wound suffered by a soldier in World War I that 
was sufficiently serious to merit being shipped home to Britain: 
“He had copped a Blighty and was on his way home.”   Also 
used as a reference to the United Kingdom.   

Mumsy—Drab or dowdy, unfashionable. 

H’aporth—As in, “you daft h’aporth.”   Half penny worth.  A 
silly or foolish person.  

Toff—Upper class person.  

Bob’s Your Uncle—There you go! 

Her Majesty’s Pleasure—To be in prison 

Knackered—Phrase meaning “extremely tired,” often uttered 
after a long, exhausting day; also see, “zonked”  

Starkers—Completely naked 

Tickety-Boo—Phrase for when everything’s going great.  

Gutted—A British slang term is one of the saddest on the 
lists in terms of pure contextual emotion.  To be “gutted” about 
a situation means to be devastated and saddened.  For exam-
ple, “His girlfriend broke up with him, he’s absolutely gutted”  

Gobsmacked—A truly British expression meaning to be 
shocked and surprised beyond belief.  The expression is be-
lieved by some to come literally from “gob” (a British expres-
sion for mouth) and the look of shock that comes from some-
one hitting it.   

Dodgy— In British slang terms, “dodgy” refers to something 
wrong, illegal or just plain “off,” in one way or another 

Kerfuffle—A rather delightful and slightly archaic word.  
“Kerfuffle” describes a skirmish or a fight or an argument 
caused by differing views.  

Tosh—A nifty little British term that means “rubbish”  

Brilliant—Not a word exclusively in the British lexicon, but 
has a very British usage.  Specifically, when something is ex-
citing or wonderful, particularly when something is good news, 
“brilliant” can mean as such.  

Tosser—A contemptible idiot.  

Blimey—An exclamation of surprise (originally gor blimey, a 
euphemism for God blind me, but has generally lost this con-
notation).  

Bubble and Squeak—Dish of cooked cabbage fried with 
cooked potatoes and other vegetables.  Often made from 
the remains of Sunday roast trimming 
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Report From Scotland 

Craig, 

   Some UK oldies you may not 
know? 

                               - Andrew 

 

30 British car makers you might not know  

https://www.msn.com/en-gb/cars/news/30-british-car-
makers-you-might-not-know/ss-AA17PKnK?
ocid=msedgdhp&pc=U531&cvid= 

 

    Andrew, while I didn't know the names of any of them, I 
recognized several pre-1910 models that I got caught behind 
in a long antique auto club excursion between Lavenham and 
Long Milford around 2003 (they were proceeding at the stately 
pace of about 5 or 10 mph and with a couple dozen of them in 
line, I couldn't overtake them).  A couple dozen examples of 
very early 20th century vehicles and everyone was dressed in 
dusters and other period-appropriate attire.   

    They pulled into a large pub car park and we pulled in be-
hind them and went around looking closely at most of them, 
including one w/ an amazing upside-down 1 cylinder engine 
with an open crankcase!! You could look down and see the 
bottom of the piston and rod going up and down!! It also ran – 
as did several other contemporary vehicles there – on some-
thing I think they called paraffin, not the wax we know today, 
rather than ordinary petrol. Some were steered by tillers, not 
steering wheels.  

   That was an enjoyable tour through some obscure British 
automotive history. I'm copying a few TR club fellow members 
who should get a lick out of this link. 

                 - Craig 

 En Historie Fra Norge 
Volvo Amazon 123GT 

By Andrew Milne 

   Up until the mid 1960s Norway drove on the right side of the 
road and Sweden on the left. 

 

Number 6: the Beardmore 

I spent most of 1965 living with a family in Oslo, Norway 
whose  auto was a British LHD  Hillman from the 1950s and 
every second Sunday we used to drive from Oslo in  Norway 
over the Swedish border on a smuggling expedition. 

   Most people drove British or Swedish cars and tried to avoid 
German cars for historical reasons.  

   The owner of the Hillman drove from Oslo to the Swedish 
border which was not an easy drive as all roads outside cities 
and towns were dirt roads.  

   At the border I took over the driving and negotiated a 
strange flyover which took the traffic from the right side to the 
left side of the road and at the nearest town we went to a mar-
ket and filled the trunk with boxes of butter which was ten 
times more expensive in Norway than Sweden. 

   Driving a LHD auto on the left is not an easy thing to do 

   I then drove back to the border crossing where there were 
Norwegian customs checks but holders of UK passports were 
never stopped as Norway needed the foreign exchange and 
they had great affinity towards the UK as it had helped expel 
the Nazi invaders in WWII. 

   Back in Oslo the “contraband” 
butter was then distributed to 
friends, relatives and neighbours, 
I was the most popular person in 
the neighbourhood thanks to my 
customs jumping passport cre-
dentials. 

   In 1967 Sweden decided to 
change its driving laws and 
cause vehicles to be driven on 
the right.  At this time Volvo 
launched the Volvo Amazon 
123GT which was sold through-
out Scandinavia, Europe, US and Australia. 

   As they had vehicles already set up for right hand drive 
those 123GTs were marketed in the UK with a unique market-
ing ploy. One of the cleverest at that time. I am not sure 
whether this was done by the UK importer or Volvo but it was 
a great success. 

   The Volvo Amazon 123GT could only be sold in the UK, at a 
premium price, to people with a competition (racing) licence 
which, of course, caused great interest and demand from buy-
ers  who were paying people with the required licence to buy 
a Volvo 123GT for them. 

   The 123GT was a mid size sedan with two doors, a 4 cyl in 
line front mounted 1800cc (108.7 cu.in.) engine of 100bhp, a 
four speed gearbox with O/D, RWD De Dion axle, front disc 
and rear drum brakes. It had a maximum speed of 109mph 
and weighed in at just over one ton. It was hardly a racing car. 

    - Andrew Milne 

    PS Norwegians had a joke that Sweden would change driv-
ing buses and trucks to the right of the roads one week then 
autos the next week.  
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Become a VTR Member 
The Vintage Triumph Register has its benefits.  A national club of Triumph enthusiasts spanning the globe needs you 

as a member.  Affiliate club membership is not automatic membership with VTR. 
 

Some of the benefits: The Vintage Triumph magazine, our award-winning, bi-monthly color publication.  

VTR National convention 

Access to a large number of local clubs 

Website with reference material and members-only sections 

Record Trace Certificates TR2/TR3/TR3A/TR3B 

Factory trace documents on other Triumph models no longer available 

Clothing, regalia, exclusive items 

Specific vehicle consultants and experts 

Sign up at https://vintagetriumphregister.org 
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Announcing: It’s Alive Automotive all British Car Sale! 
   It’s Alive Automotive is a full-service restoration facility based in St Louis, Missouri.  We have been in 
business since 2015 and specialize in British sports cars.  As well as restoration, we service and sell all 
makes and models of classic and special interest cars.   
   Over the years, we have accumulated many project cars.  Most of these are British sports cars.  We are 
now needing room and have decided to offer some of these cars for sale.  We have five Triumph TR6s and 

a good running Triumph Spitfire with 
factory overdrive and hardtop.  Please 
see the photos, call for information or 
better yet, stop by and see what we 
have! 
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Membership Information 
 

We certainly hope that you will want to join the ranks of other proud Triumph owners 
or, for members, use this page to renew your membership in the St  Louis Triumph 
Owners Association.  An annual membership fee of $20.00, due each January, covers 
your membership through the calendar year.   

    

 

   As a member, you will receive the SLTOA monthly newsletter Exhaust Notes, which includes:  

• Articles about SLTOA drives and events, both planned and past 

• Schedules for regional and national Triumph and British car events 

• Technical tips and tech sessions.  

• Feature articles on Triumph vehicles, personalities and competition history 

• For sale/want ads, free to members of SLTOA 

   You and yours will be able to participate with other SLTOA members in:  

• SLTOA touring drives 

• Monthly SLTOA club meetings, held every third  Tuesday at selected area restaurants 

• Local, regional and national British car shows and conventions 

• The SLTOA Annual Picnic meeting 

• The annual SLTOA Holiday Party at a club-subsidized rate 

• The club-sponsored web site, with event and activity details and access to the club’s private email list for 
quick communications with other SLTOA members 

   You will receive the SLTOA Membership Directory, updated annually and made available follow-
ing the close of the annual membership drive. 

Members using Facebook also have access to the SLTOA Facebook site.  

 

Join or renew your SLTOA membership today! 

   Payment for dues may be made by mail, at meetings or by using the PayPal option on the club web page.  Dues 
including email delivery of Exhaust Notes every month are $20 annually.   Payment by Pay-Pal will include a pro-
cessing fee.   

   Be advised, we can no longer offer to mail newsletters to new members via the US Postal Service.  Current mem-
bers who have been receiving the newsletter via U.S. mail will be grandfathered and will continue to receive the 
newsletter via mail, however, the membership rate will increase to $35.00 annually 

 

Send payment to: SLTOA Treasurer 
   750 La Feil Dr 
   Manchester,  
   Missouri   63021 
   Attn: Membership  
 
  For the directory, upon joining/renewing, please provide your address, contact information including mail and num-
ber and year/model of your Triumph or Triumphs (feel free to list any other special interest/collectable vehicles you 
may have in your possession).  

  If you have any questions about membership, please contact SLTOA treasurer Dave Pollard at:  

dpollard@connectria.com 

See you at the next event! 
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SLTOA  Classifieds 

Invasion of the Muffler Men 

Best of Craigslist 

57 TR3—Recent ground-up restoration: new carpeting wire 
harness, stainless steel brake lines, new paint from bare 
sheet metal, new upholstery. Many other new parts, has over-
drive, disc brakes, wire wheels. Light blue with light gray inte-
rior, asking $19,000, contact Dave Massey at dave1mas-
sey@cs.com. (May 21) 

71 TR6—Classic car, 
beautiful burgundy 
exterior with black 
interior.  Karmann 
Ghia body.  Cash 
transactions, serious 
inquiries only!  
$14,500, in Moline, 
email 

8648357701f83bf08d8e36302adfcf84@sale.craigslist.org 
(Craigslist) (Mar 23)  

76 TR6—65,454 
miles, runs great, 
mostly garaged, fami-
ly owned over 25 
years.  One small 
hole in the convertible 
top, needs some inte-
rior work, fiberglass 
section around the 

gas filler.  No rust.  $12,000, in Columbia.  Email 
1a97c1fed67a3b6dbfee430250f23465@sale.craigslist.org 
(Craigslist) (Mar 23)  

76 TR7—California car until two years ago, believe it origi-
nally a Victory Edition. It has stock carburetors with a 4-speed 
that is “touchy.” A spare transmission, believed to be rebuilt 
two years ago, goes with the car. Paint is good with a few 
chips and there is some slight rust on the hood vents. The car 
has 88,000 miles and a number of new parts installed. The 

engine runs well and the car is offered to SLTOA members for 
$2800. Photos available at https://link.shutterfly.com/
eFOm3WNx2ob. Need to sell, contact Michael Bakalor at 
mlb1977tr7@outlook.com or call (314)630-9381 if you are in-
terested or have questions. (May 22)  

1980 TR7—Orange convertible with Webers, aluminum radia-
tor, Shelby wheels.  $7000 OBO, contact Jesse Lowe at (636)
256-7790 (Mar 23)  

For Sale—TR6 body parts, new or like new. Call Greg at 
(573)821-4703 (Oct 22) 

65 TR4—TR4 and tons of parts, doubles and triples of 
everything, rare overdrive.  In Godfrey (north of Wood 
River), $2500, call or text (618)960-1559 (Craigslist) 
(Mar 23) 
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SLTOA 

Monthly 

Meeting 

Tuesday, 21 March  

@ Culpeppers 

3100 W Clay St 

(636)916-3102 

 

Meet after 5 PM or 
thereabouts, 

consume mass 
quantities, engage in 

serious and frank 
discussions, whether 

Frank makes it or 
not... 

And Finally…. 

Temperatures are 
going up, spring is 
on the way, be 
alert for increased 
animal activity…. 


